“l was still 17 [when | entered the host home program.] ... | didn't
have any local identification or connections ... | was able to visit with
them at their home, to see the home first . They gave me a tour. |
was able to go to lunch with them and have a conversation with
them and get a feel for them before | was expected to just move in
with these strangers. And you feel more like a person involved in
your own life than a peg looking to be put into a slot. | went from
that [homelessness] to not only being on firmer footing but being in
a village, feeling like | was in a village of supportive involved people...
who | could actually be involved with and support, as well.”

Qamar was a youth participant in the GLBT Host Home Program at
Avenues for Homeless Youth in MIN, which has served as a model and
guide for COR’s host home program. We can’t wait to share
homegrown success stories as queer Alaskan youth move from
homelessness into safe stable homes with supportive communities
and full involvement in their own lives!

“This is all anyone wants
And the very least everyone deserves .‘
Somewhere to call home
Somewhere to keep the storms out
And the hope in”

40% of Homeless Youth Nationwide
Identify as LGBTQ.

YOU are helping to shift the balance in Alaska.

Vanessa Kisuule
To learn more about ways that you can

make a difference—hosting a youth, being a
mentor, sharing your expertise, giving your time
or your treasure—please get in touch.
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Choosing Our Roots

Safely Housing Queer Youth

2018 Community Report

The mission of Choosing Our Roots is to ensure that all queer Alaskan youth and young adults

have access to safe homes, supportive communities, and opportunities to thrive.

COR Values: Dignity & Respect - Empowerment - Cultural Relevancy - Community - Hope

Amber was finishing her senior year of high school
when her stepfather kicked her out. She had been

accepted to college and would be living in a dorm ||

that fall; she just had to survive the next six months.

That night, she walked through downtown ||
Anchorage, trying to think of anywhere she could go. ||
As a transwoman, she feared for her safety in al|

Shelter environment.

Kaden’s family of origin mistreated him because he ||

was different. He bounced from foster home to foster
home. When he ended up homeless as a queer
teenager, he didn’t find the available sheltering
systems to be safe or supportive of his identity. He
struggled with suicidality and with substance abuse.

These stories reflect the harsh realities and limited
options LGBTQ+ youth can face. Due to your support,
COR is changing this reality, offering new hope and
options to young Alaskans like Amber and Kaden.

We are so pleased to share with you COR’s first
annual Community Report. Understand that your
generosity has an impact. Your donations provide for
young people in crisis, support the costs of ongoing
case management and wraparound services, and
promote opportunities for youth to develop
confidence, resilience, community, and hope.

From the bottom of my heart, thank you!

Ariel Berg
COR Board President
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“I myself was drawn to this because I've experienced

homelessness. And as an LGBTQl+ youth, | would’ve
been more secure and confident in myself had |
been given such a resource.” — Damien Young

All pictures in this report are used courtesy of
photographer Damien Young (pictured above).




It’s been an exciting year! Since establishing COR as a nonprofit organization devoted to safely housing
queer youth, grassroots supporters and volunteers have been hard at work: assessing needs and resources,
envisioning possibilities, developing the detailed plans and policies that will turn those visions into realities,
and building up the support to make programs sustainable. At every step, this process has been driven by
youth, queer folks, and folks with lived experience of homelessness. Already this work is changing lives and
creating hope as we engage in building community, youth leadership development, and advocacy within
larger systems of care, as well as offering meaningful interventions and facilitating referrals for young people
who seek our help. Today, we are right on the cusp of fulfilling the heart of our mission: matching queer
youth and young adults who are currently experiencing homelessness with safe supportive host
homes. Thank you for being part of this journey! Follow the milestone map below to see where we’ve been
and where we’re going together.
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- TODAY‘ COR is actively recruiting and training host homes, hiring a full time Program Manager, and
. celebrating as dreams and hard work come together to meet the urgent needs of queer Alaskan youth,
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Normally, at this point in an annual report, you could expect to find financial data, clearly illustrating how your
dollars are being spent. As a brand new organization, with less than a year of income and with program
expenses that are just beginning, COR does not yet have meaningful data to offer. What we do have is a
tremendous amount of gratitude. Together, you have raised enough funds to launch the host home program.
We look forward to providing more detailed financial information after our first full year of operations. In the
meantime, please know that COR is committed to transparency and good stewardship, and we would be
happy to share additional information upon request.

THANK YOU for Your Generous Support!
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