
Proposal 2: Educational Governance Restructuring – Expanding Parental Rights and Influence 

Introduction 

The Education Reform movement seeks to restructure academic governance to significantly 
enhance parental rights and powers in educational matters. This proposal outlines a 
comprehensive governance model that prioritizes parental advocacy, ensuring their voices are 
integral to the decision-making process and they have real power to influence the educational 
system. This is a critical proposal, essential for the future of our children's education and the overall 
improvement of our schools. 

Proposal: Key Components of the New Governance Model 

First, we propose the establishment of elected school councils. Parents will elect representatives 
to the school council through democratic elections. Each school will have a council composed of 
parents, teachers, and community members, with parents holding the majority. Election 
procedures will be standardized across all schools to ensure fairness and transparency. Elected 
councils will have the authority to review and influence school policies, budget allocations, 
curriculum decisions, and extracurricular activities. Councils will be required to hold regular 
meetings open to all parents, ensuring transparency and accountability in decision-making. This 
structure empowers parents to directly advocate for changes and improvements in their children's 
education. 

Second, we advocate for the creation of Parent District Councils (PDC). Each PDC will consist of 
representatives elected from school councils within the respective wards, ensuring that the council 
reflects the diverse needs of the community. Representatives will be responsible for bringing local 
issues and concerns to the district level. The size of each PDC will be proportional to the number of 
wards in each school board district. Larger districts will have more representatives to ensure fair 
representation, with a system in place to ensure equal voting power among PDC members, 
regardless of district size. PDCs will serve as the unified voice for parents at the district level, 
advocating for local educational priorities, addressing systemic issues, and providing feedback on 
district-wide policies. Regular district-wide forums will be held to gather input from all parents and 
community stakeholders. This empowers parents to advocate for broader changes and hold 
district-level officials accountable. 

Third, we propose the establishment of a Minister’s Parent Provincial Directorate (PPD). The PPD 
will be composed of elected members from each PDC, providing a direct channel for 
communication between parents and the provincial Minister of Education. This directorate will 
meet regularly with the Minister to discuss provincial education policies, funding allocations, and 
strategic initiatives. The PPD will be tasked with identifying key issues, concerns, and opportunities 
affecting schools across the province. It will develop recommendations and strategic plans to 
address these issues, ensuring that parental perspectives are considered in all major decisions. 
Additionally, the PPD will produce annual reports on its activities and the state of education, which 
will be publicly accessible. This empowers parents to advocate for systemic changes at the highest 
levels of educational governance. 

 



Fourth, we will introduce a Parents' Bill of Rights. This document will clearly outline the rights and 
responsibilities of parents in the educational system, covering areas such as access to information, 
participation in decision-making, and the right to advocate for their child's education. It will be 
created with extensive input from parents, educators, and legal experts to ensure it is 
comprehensive and enforceable. The rights outlined in the Parents' Bill of Rights will be protected 
by law, giving parents the legal authority to ensure their children receive a high-quality education. 
Mechanisms will be established for parents to report violations and seek redress, including an 
independent ombudsman to investigate complaints and enforce compliance. This bill will empower 
parents with clear legal rights to advocate for their children’s education and ensure those rights are 
upheld. 

Lastly, we will propose amendments to the Education Act to incorporate the new parental rights 
and responsibilities, including the establishment of elected school councils, PDCs, and the PPD. 
These changes will provide the legal framework necessary to implement and sustain the proposed 
governance reforms. The Education Act amendments will formalize the new governance structures, 
ensuring that parental involvement is embedded in the educational framework at all levels. 
Provisions will be included to regularly review and update these structures to adapt to changing 
needs and circumstances. This legal framework will ensure that parents' advocacy powers are 
recognized and protected by law. 

Conclusion 

This proposal is critical for creating a more inclusive and participatory governance model for 
education, where parents have significant advocacy power to shape the policies and decisions that 
affect their children's learning experiences. By establishing elected school councils, Parent District 
Councils, and a Minister’s Parent Provincial Directorate, and by introducing a Parents' Bill of Rights 
and amending the Education Act, we can ensure that parental voices are heard, respected, and 
empowered at every level of the educational system. This reform will lead to more responsive, 
accountable, and effective educational governance, ultimately improving the quality of education 
for all students. 

Call to Action 

We urge all stakeholders, including parents, educators, policymakers, and community members, to 
support this critical proposal. By working together, we can build a stronger educational system that 
truly reflects the needs and aspirations of our communities. Let's take this significant step towards 
empowering parents and ensuring a brighter future for our children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


