


 

Club Notes  

  Our Mission Statement:  Meetings of the St. Catharines & Area Aquarium Society are held on the first Monday 
of each          month, 7.30p.m., at the Seafarers & Teamsters Union Hall, 70 St. Davids Rd. E. Thorold, Ont. No 
meetings are held on Mondays that are holidays. Those meetings are held on the second Monday. There are no
meetings during the months of July and August. The Society, established in 1958, is a non-profit, educational 
organization dedicated to the task of  promoting interest in the breeding, raising, maintenance and study of
tropical fish, both at the beginner and advanced  levels. The St. Catharines & Area Aquarium Society is a
charter member of the Canadian Association of Aquarium Clubs  Inc. (CAOAC) www.caoac.ca . SCAAS is also 
a member of the Federation of American Aquarium Societies (FAAS).      More news and information about 
St.Catharines & Area Aquarium Society can be found at   http://www.scaas.info 
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Our next meeting will be held on January 05 at the Seafarers & Teamsters Union hall,   70 St. Davids 
Rd.E. Thorold.       Start time is 7.30 pm                                  ALL ARE WELCOME   

 This month’s program will be the second part of the Marine program we began in November. 

      2008 – 2009 Executive                                                                                                          
     President – Ken Brady -   -     -      -      (905) 935-4716  kbrady2@cogeco.ca  
       1st Vice President – John Verhage –    (905) 735-7776 jverhage@on.aibn.com                              Reprint Policy 

Any not-for –profit organization 
may reprint articles from“The Scat” 
provided credit is given both to the 
author of the article and to the 
St.Catharines & Area Aquarium 
Society (SCAAS) and that two 
copies of the reprinting publication 
are sent to : Exchange Editor, Pat 
Bridges 4 Crescent Dr. Welland, 
Ont. Canada L3B 2W5.  
Opinions or endorsements 
expressed in any article do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the 

       2nd Vice President – Bruce Hallet  -     (905) 934-7138 
       Secretary – Claudia Carthew      - (905) 684-0394 crcarthew@yahoo.com 
       Treasurer – Wally Ebert               -      (905) 687-6907  lebert@cogeco.ca  
       Past President & Editor DAve Unruh (905) 684-9860 dunruh@cogeco.ca  
       2007 – 2008 Committees 
       Aquatic Horticulture Awards DAve Unruh (905)684-9860 
       Archives Tom & Pat Bridges     -   -     (905) 735-3352 tp.bridges@sympatico.ca  
       Auction Coordinator – Tom Bridges 
       Auctioneer – open 
       Breeder Awards – Tom Bridges 
       CAOAC Representative – Tom Bridges 
      Jar Show – Pat Shriner –         -      -     (905) 354-1367   gpshriner@sympatico.ca 
       Library – Gary Phelps   -        -       -     (905) 563-6523 
      Library -  Jeff Phelps –  -        -       -     (905) 892-0248 lphelps@vaxxine.com                  Membership Dues: 

Family :$ 25.00 
Single - $ 20.00 
Junior - $ 10.00 (under 16) 
Seniors - $ 10.00 (over 65 ) 

      Membership & Exchanges – Pat Bridges (905) 735-3352 
      Programs – open 
      Press/publicity   –  Ken Brady -          - (905)  935-4716 -   kbrady2@cogeco.ca  
      Raffle & Draws – Priscilla Heus    -     (905) 988-9741 
      Refreshments – Bruce Hallet -       -     (905) 934-7138  
      Web Master - Ken Brady                                                
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Editors Notes 
 
I think we all had a good time at our meeting last month. Larry Johnson’s show on collecting cichlids on Lake 
Malawii was great. There were also about 25 items to be won in our free members raffle. Some   
were bought by the club & some were donated by various members.  
Thanks to all who donated items for the raffle & all who brought all the good things to eat. As usual there was 
a great variety to choose from. 
 
This month I am printing an article from my friend Rein Breitmaier that was first published in the Kitchener-
Waterloo club’s newsletter. He reports from North Africa on the fishy things he & Char find there. On page 
11 you will find an article on Ameca splendens by Pam Danyluck. Be sure you check out Tom & Pats 
Scanning the exchanges (on page 7) which includes a short reminder about our monthly club auction. 
 
Happy New Year & I hope you enjoy this edition of The Scat. 
 
DAve

 
Presidents Message January 2009  
Happy New Year ! 
 
Well we had a great CHRISTMAS GATHERING. Lots of friends, more new members and great food from 
the wonderful people who went out of their way to bring it all in. 
 
A great job on the free raffle and as usual the food was all set up and everything done that needed to be done. 
Santa as usual made his special appearance just for our club. So I asked Santa “why do you do it – you are so 
busy “. This is what he told me. “We are like his little fish and we need water changes and care to keep us in 
top form” It’s a simple thing, but we still need to take the time to do those thankful things that seem so simple 
we tend to forget them. 
 
Plans are moving on for our spring auction and lots of interest is popping up. By popular demand our program 
this month is the next half of the saltwater video we saw a couple of meetings ago. 
 
See you all there with stories of the holidays! 
 
Ken 
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Anagram for January 
Example: 
An anagram for this creature is: alpine alps 
The creature is: applesnail 
An anagram for this creature is: Arch 
Timber 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The creature is: 
_______________________      
Answer will be in the next newsletter. 
December’s anagram answer:  Swordtail 
Crayon pad = Panda cory 
Fishy Anagrams provided courtesy of 

 



JAR SHOW                                                   Jar Show Results      
                                                                                            
                                                                                           Point structure – 1st – 6 points, 2nd – 5 points,               
                                                                                             3rd – 4 points. 1 point for showing 
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Here is a Fish of the Month list so you can 
plan ahead to have an entry  
each month.  
                   Fish Of The Month 
  September-----Corydoras & Catfish 
October -------Guppies & Tetras 
November-----Cichlids over 4”(old & new    
                          world)                                         
                       Not including Angels & Discus) 
December-----Swords, Platies, Mollies 
January--------Barbs & Anabantids 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February ------Loaches & Sharks 
March ---------Plants 
April ----------Angels & Discus 
May ----------Dwarf cichlids (old or new world)

June ----------Goldfish & Koi 

Fish of the Month – 
 Swords, Platies, Mollies 
 
1st Les Wormald 6 pts (Black Sword female) 
2nd Ron  Wormald 5 pts (Lyretail red male sword) 
3rd Ernest Biktimirov 4 pts (sorry,no species listed) 
 
Best in Show Les Wormald - Black Sword (Female) 
 
Other entrants in show 
Les Wormald – Male Black Sword 
 Ken Brady – Molly & Red brick sword 
Ron Wormwald – Lyretail Velvet red Male sword

Best in Show – Female Black Sword 
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This article was reprinted from the December 2008 issue of Fins & Tales from the Kitchener-Waterloo Aquarium society                   
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Ameca Splendens or Butterfly Goodied 
By Pam Danyluck 

 

In the spring of 2008 I won some of these on the 
Canadian auction site. They were still quite young 
when they arrived from Alberta.   One of the reasons I 
bid on these fish is because they may be extinct in the 
wild.  I wanted to breed them and pass on to friends 
here to help keep them thriving, if only in aquariums.  
They are a family of at least 40 species all from 
Mexico.   The Ameca splendens were previously 
found in Rio Ameca drainage in Mexico.  These fish 
prettily couloured fish are a lively bunch also curious 
and hungry. 

 

 

 Great algae eaters, they even eat Black Beard Algae.  
I would recommend a 40 gallon tank as a minimum 
requirement as they are strong swimmers.  I have 
heard various reports of these fish being fin nippers 
and in the beginning I had them in my 75 gallon with 
smaller fish and they were very nippy.  I then placed 
them in a tank by themselves with the exception on 
one lone female endler.  There was no evidence of fin 
nipping on them or the endler.  So after some time 
when the occupants of the 75 gallon were all adults I 
moved them back to the big tank.   They have been in 

it for a few months and all is going well.  These fish 
are very pretty for wild type livebearers.  Males have 
a noticeable intense yellow rim on their caudal fin.  
The body colour is grayish with both sexes and both 
have black spots.  Both sexes have a band from gills 
to the tails of black spots.  Males can reach 8 
centimeters and females 12 centimeters, some 
aquarium raised males can reach grow as large as the 
females.   

Ranking of males is determined by fighting.  The 
males position themselves beside each other and open 
all their fins and hit the other with fast tail blows.  
Some times biting occurs, but serious injuries are few.  
The low ranking males do not display their colours 
and seem to be smaller.   

The Ameca’s courting and the competition of males 
is worth watching.  The females start the courting by 
shivering gently in front of the male.  The male joins 
in when the shivering gets more intense, they then 
swim to each other and mate.  Females can not store 
sperm like guppies and must be inseminated for each 
and every pregnancy.  Gestation lasts 55 to 60 days.  
The Amecas become sexually mature at 3 months.  
By then the males have grown into their full 
coloration.  Females deliver their first young at about 
5 months when they are approximately 5 centimeters.  
Batches are small at first and will increase as the 
female matures. 

I started seeing fry appearing 3 – 6 at a time, but 
never in large drops.  On October 31 I was doing a 
water change and noticed one of the female looked 
extremely very big as if she was ready to drop.  I 
transferred her to a 5 gallon drop tank and hour later 
started to see fry.  These fry were huge in comparison 
to other livebearer fry, some almost an inch long.  It is 
no wonder she looked so huge.  In approximately an 
hour she had dropped about six and an hour later 4 
more.  The final count was 12.  When born they have 
the remnants of the umbilical cord called trophataenia 
which I was able to see with the last batch born.  This 
disappears in a couple of days.  After the females 
have given birth they look so emaciated, that you 

Male Ameca splendens  Photo by Pam Danyluck 
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think your going to loose them.   They quickly 
recovered with good food and a couple of extra 
feedings.  While pregnant the females need to be fed 
more often and with quality food as the fry are getting 

 

nutrition directly from the female through the 
trophataenia. Keeping these fish is fairly easy.  They 
tolerate a wide range of water parameters. 
 
 I keep them in water with a ph of 7.6 and 
temperature ranges from 72 – 79 depending on the 
season.  Some say that warmer temperatures bring out 
their colours more.   I feed mine a variety of 
vegetable or spirulina based foods and occasionally 
protein flakes.  Hope some day you will give them a 
try and help keep them in the hobby. 
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Female Ameca Splendens   Photo by Pam Dannyluck 

                       
                  “WHAT SCAAS MEMBERS ARE KEEPING?” 

By Pam Danyluck 
 

This is an up to date list of what our members keep and specialize in, including contact information. 
To be added to this list, please see Pam to fill out a form or email her at danyluck@sympatico.ca 

DAve Unruh (905) 648-9860 
dunruh@cogeco.ca 

Specialty:    Cichlids 
Others: Plants 

Marines 
Some Catfish 

Some of the Fish I am keeping as of 
October 2008 

Pseudotropheus demasoni - wild caught (wc) 
Neolamprologus marunguensis – (wc) 
Heros appendiculatus – (wc) 
Julidochromis marlieri “Gombie” - (wc) 
Pterophyllum scalare – Angel fish – (wc) 
Pseudomugil gertrudae –(wc) 
Symphysodon aequifasciata axelrodi (brown discus) – aquarium 
strain 
Hoplosternum pectoral (Hoplo Catfish) 
Pseudosphromenus dayi – (wc) 
Synodontis petricola 
Calloplesiops altivelis(Marine Comet) 
Snowflake morray eel 
Gold Spot morray eel 
Amphiprion clarkia (clownfish) 
Novaculichthys taeniourus (Dragon Wrasse) 

 
Pam Danyluck danyluck@sympatico.ca 
Specialty:   Apple snails 
                    
 
 
                    Albino BNS 

Pomacea bridgesii(Mystery) 
Pomacea insularium 
Pomacea canaliculata 
Asolene spixi 
 
Long and short finned 

                                                                                                                                                                        
 

mailto:danyluck@sympatico.ca
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Pam Danyluck cont’d  
Keeping as of October 8, 2008 
Others:   Livebearers  
 

 
Domestic  
Platies 
 Swords 
Mollies 
 
Wild Types 
Ameca Splendens(endangered) 
Carlhubbsia stuarti 
 
Killifish: Fundulopanchax  oeseri (endangered) 
               Fundulopanchax  gardneri makurdi      
Cories:   Weitzmani  
                Albino 
                Bronze 
                 Dainty (habrosus) 
                 Pygmy (hastatus) 
                 Black Phantom aspidoras 
 
Red Cherry Shrimp 
Green Shrimp 
Assassin Snails  

  
 

Tom & Pat Bridges tp.bridges@sympatico.ca 
Specialty:    Angels 

Anableps 
Others:  The fish we are keeping as of 
October 2008  
 

Plecostomus 
Endlers 
Livebearers 
Limia perugiae 
Celestial Pearl Danios 
Columbian tetras 

For more information see our website: 
 

http://www3.sympatico.ca/tp.bridges/home.html 

 
Kevin Bonnar 905-680-0473/fishmongers@hotmail.com 
Specialty:    Salt Water 
LPS - Large Polyp Stony Acros regular & deep water 
Softies – Zoas & Leathers Clowns 
Breeding Banghii Cardinals Almost any high end coral 
 
 
Bohdan Nebesny bnebesny@hotmail.com 
Specialty:    Red Belly Piranhas (10 years) 
 

 
 
Wanted  ☺ 
Club members for newsletter profiles! I am still fairly new, so I don’t know all of you yet.  It would be a big help if anyone willing to 
have his or her profile done would contact me. You do not need to be an expert fish keeper just interested in fish.   
Please contact me at:  pjdanyluck@sympatico.ca or 905-562-3290 
 
SCAT ADS SCAT ADS SCAT ADS SCAT ADS SCAT ADS SCAT ADS SCAT ADS 
Wanted – Jungle val plants (wide variety) that are over 24” tall. Contact DAve Unruh @ 905 684-9860 or email  
@ dunruh@cogeco.ca

  . 

mailto:pjdanyluck@sympatico.ca
mailto:dunruh@cogeco.ca
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	This article was reprinted from the December 2008 issue of Fins & Tales from the Kitchener-Waterloo Aquarium society                   

