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Amy's Bookshelf Reviews "Best Reads”
Book Project

A new book from Amy's Bookshelf
Reviews called Amy’s Bookshelf Reviews
Best Reads Recommendaltions & Review
Journal.

The book will be a free download on a
few sites, and anyone who contributes to
the book, is not only getting a promotion
about your book title, but this book will
also teach the reader on how to write a
review. There will be a book description
and a link to where the reader can buy the
book. In addition to this information,
there will be a template of questions for
the reader, to show them how to write a
Proper review.

It's a book that will recommend books,
and teach or inspire a review from the
reader.

Amv's Bookshelf Reviews website
Essence Enterl)rises website
Prolific Works

Lulu.com

Smashwords
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Author Spotlight
Neal Goldstein

Neal Goldstein was born and raised In
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He lives
with his wife in Haverford, a twenty-
minute train ride from Center City
Philly, where he practiced law for 50
years, representing labor unions and
their members. He is a graduate of
Central High  School, Temple
University and Temple University
School of Law.

He just published his seventh novel,
University City. Like all of his previous
books, it is set in the City of Brotherly
Love. Philadelphia is not only where
the stories take place, the city, its
history, and the unique neighborhoods
and the people who reside in them, are
what distinguish his books from other
crime/thriller/mystery novels.

Books By Neal Goldstein

Northern Liberties
Fishtown

Murder and Mayhem
Manayunk

60th & Haverford

The Pa-La-Ti-'Shan
Overbrook Farms
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Author Spotlight
LLaura Elizabeth Ingalls Wilder
(1867 —1957)

Laura Ingalls Wilder was born to Charles and
Caroline Ingalls. She had an older sister, Mary, who
was blind. She had two younger sisters, Carrie, and
Grace, and a brother, Charles, who died as an infant.
Before she reached her 16th birthday, she got her
first teaching position. Her family mov tdito De Smet,
South Dakota, and that's where she met and married
Almanzo "Manly" Wilder. He lovingly called her

"Bess."

Laura wrote in her journals and wrote about her life
as ayoung girl. It wasn't until later in her life that she
wrote and published what are known as The Little
House Books.

Laura had a daughter, Rose Wilder Lane, who grew
up to also be a writer. Laura and Almanzo had a son,

who died only days after he was born. He was only
known as "Baby Son of A. J Wilder."

Laura and Rose would write together, and Rose
always encouraged her mother to learn more, and
improve her writing. Almanzo died in 1949, Laura
died in 1957, and she is buried next to her husband.
Rose, before her death in 1968, she put together a
nonproﬁt organization to preserve her parent’s
home, and use it as a museum, rather than a shrine.

Little House in the Big Woods
(1932)

Farmer Boy (1933) about

Almanzo Wilder growing up in

New York

Little House on the Prairie (1935)
On the Banks of Plum Creek (1937)
By the Shores of Silver Lake (1939)
The Long Winter (1940)

Little Town on the Prairie (1941)
These Happy Golden Years (1943)
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Interviews
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Literate-Ly Magazine: In three words, describe
yourself.

Neal Goldstein: I'm a lawyer, I was trained never to
use 3 words when a hundred or more can more
eloquently express your point. Here goes Husband,
Father, Author.

Literate-Ly Magazine: How many books have you
written? How many of those are published?

Neal Goldstein: Six, all are published.

Liz‘eraz‘e—Ly A/Wagaz;ine: Do you have an upcoming
release? If ves, tell me the title and impending
release date.

Neal Goldstein: Yes. University City. It went live on
Amazon, September 28" (?)

Literate-Ly Magazine: Tell me about how you come
up with your titles for your stories. Do you create
the title before or after you write the book, and does
it ever change from the initial title?

Neal Goldstein: Yes and no. All my books are what 1
call Philadelphia-centric. All but one are titled after
aneighborhood in Philly that is integral to the story.
Usually, some event that happened in a particular
location was the motivation for the book. For

example, 60 & Haverford opened with a real
evenl- a police officer was filling out his
paperwork, when a man wearing a thobe
walked up to his patrol car and shot him. Of
course, the assault did not actually happen
there, I was familiar with the setting because |
drove by the corner on my way home, but |
guess you get the gist.

Literate-Ly  Magazine: Out of all your
characters in all of your books, who/what
(sometimes a setting can also be an important
“character’) do vyou think is the most

interesting and Why?

Neal Goldstein: Philadelphial Its history, the
people who live in the neighborhoods, the
food, ete. 1 could go on and on.



GFO stein cont’d

Literate-Ly Magazine: 1f you could “create”
your own genre of what you write, what would
vou call your books?

Neal Goldstein: Philadelphia-centric.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Without quoting your
back cover blurb, tell me about the last book
you published.

Neal Goldstein: University City starts with a
bang and takes off. Why would anyone
deliberately bomb a declining neighborhood in
West Philly, kill innocent children in a pre-
school, and worshippers in a mosque? How is
the bombing connected to alabor racketeering

trial in federal court? And what does it have to do
with the January 6" insurrection? 1 promise it all
comes together, but you have to read it to find out!

Literate-Ly Magazine: Quole your favorite line from
one of your stories. Indicate the line, and then the
book title.

Neal Goldstein: “Word that Benson had been
selected to serve on the jury in the Booker trial had
spread through the rumor mill faster than shit flows
through a goose.” University City.

Literate-ly Magazine: Tell me something about
yourself that is separate from writing.

Neal Goldstein: I'm the world's worst golfer.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Who are your top THREE
favorite authors? That's a hard one.

Neal Goldstein: Currently, Karin Slaughter, Carl
Hiaasen, David Balducei.

Literate-1y Magazine: What is the last book that
you read? (Not counting anything you wrote)

Neal Goldstein: A Death In Cornwell by Daniel
Silva

Literate-Ly Magazine: When writing, do you have a
system or something you plan, or do you just write?

Neal Goldstein: 1 justwrite and revise.,



Goldsteincont’d

Literate-Ly Magazine: \Vhy do you write?

Neal Goldstein: In the beginning it was a
diversion from practicing law. Now; besides
spending time with my wife, sons and our 3-
vear-old granddaughter, it's something that
gives me great satisfaction.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Do you currcntly have a
WIP? If yes, what's the title, and is it part of a
series or standalone?

Neal Goldstein: Yes, Rittenhouse Square. It was
supposed to be part of the Benson Ophelia
Brown Thurman series, but 1 put it aside to
write Univcrsit}* City Now, I'm \witing it as a
standalone novel that does have Frank Benson,
but none of the other characters from the
series.

Lil‘eral‘e—Ly Magazine: Do you read your own
work alot? If so, what does it do for you?

Neal Goldstein: I do read my books to try to
avoid the mistakes I made in the beginning,
and also to avoid repeating story lines I used in
the past.

Literale-Ly Magazine: 1 pla}* music when 1
write, and depending on the setting or mood of

the story depends on what I listen to. Do you
listen to music when you write? If so, what
genre or artist/band do you listen to?

Neal Goldstein: No. I find it distracting;

Literate-Ly Magazine: As an author, 1 find that
the hardest thing to write (for me) is the blurb
that will be on the back cover or book's
description. When you write, what is the
hardest line to write, the first line, the last line
or the synopsis for the book?

Neal Goldstein: Yes, Yes, and Yes!

Literate-Ly Magazine: 1f you could sit down
and have a coffee (or your favorite beverage)



Goldsteincont’d

with anyone, living or dead, from any era, any

time, who would it be and why? (You can pick
up to 3 persons).

Neal Goldstein: Harold Robbins, whatever he
drinks. The Carpetbaggers. It was the first adult
book I read when I was 12 years old. I took it
from my mother’s bookshelf. Of course, she
knew but she told me much later she thought I

was mature enough to not reread the sexy

parts. A beer with Joseph Heller. Every time |
read Catch-22, 1 laugh out loud! A martini or
two with Ernest Hemingway. I wish I could
write in such a minimalist and meaningful
style.

Literate-Ly Magazine: What does it mean to be
a “successful” writer?

Neal Goldstein: To have readers tell me they
en; ()yed my book.

Literate-Ly Magazine: What do you want to
accomplish, so when you look back at your life,
you can say "I did that™

b

Neal Goldstein: That I wasn't the pain in the ass
I thought I'was.

Literate-Ly Magazine: 1 am on a quest to read
as many banned, burned, or challenged books

as possible? What is your feeling or opinion
about banning books? It seems to be a new
epidemic NOW.

Neal Goldstein: 1 cannot believe what is
happening in our country today. As,
hopefully, the next Vice President says, "Why
can 't people mind their own damn business!”
The Nazis burned books in the 1930s and
then killed millions of Jews and others they
considered inferior, impure. Sound familiar?

Literate-Ly Magazine: Any final thoughts
that you want to give to your fans or even
future authors?

Neal Goldstein: Nah! My brains hurt from
answering your questions.
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L.aurel Maxwell

Literate-Ly Magazine: In three words, describe
yourself.

Laurel Maxwell: Patient, Introvert, Calm

Literate-Ly Magazine: Do you have an upcoming
release? If yes, tell me the title and impending
release date.

Laurel Maxwell: Everything Pretty Here Is Dying.
February 14, 2025.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Tell me about how you come
up with your titles for your stories. Do you create
the title before or after you write the book, and does
it ever change from the initial title?

Laurel Maxwell: I usually come up with titles after
I've written the work. It feels like too much pressure
to create atitle for something I haven't even started.
With a poem usually the title comes from a line or
word. So it makes sense to title the poem after it is
written. Everything Here Is Dying was the initial
title I came up with when 1 started submitting the
chapbook for consideration for publication.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Without quoting your back
cover blurb, tell me about the last book you
published.

Laurel Maxwell: Tt is a small collection of

poems  centered around  themes  of
environmental loss, longing, and beauty found
in everyday moments. It grapples with how to
make sense of our place in a universe which is

constantly changing and uncertain.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Tell me somelhing
about yourself that is separate from writing,.

Laurel Maxwell: I'm also a runner. 1 love
running in the mornings best because 1 can
walch the sunrise as the dav\/ wakes up.

Literaz‘e—Ly ﬂ[agazine: Who are your top
THREE favorite authors?

Laurel Maxwell: Mary Oliver, Luis Alberto
Urrera, Colum McCann



—
Maxwell cont’d

Literate-Ly Magazine: What is the last book that
you read? (Not counting anything you wrole)

Laurel Maxwell: Horse by Geraldine Brooks

Literate-Ly Magazine: When writing, do you have a
system or something you plan, or do you just write?

Laurel Maxwell: It depends on my motivation and
how much time I have. I set aside time each week to
write, but what I write varies. Sometimes I'm
inspired to write something new; other days I'm
going back and editing. I have found it helpful to be
part of a writing community (both in person and
virtual) to hold me accountable. Some of those
spaces are generative so I walk away with
something to come back to.

Literate —Ly Mo agazine: W Vhy do you write?

Laurel Maxwell: I write to make sense of the world
around me. This can be my internal world (fcclings),
or the outer world- what is physically happening
outside. I'm not the type of person who goes
outside and is like "I'm going to write about the
flower I saw.” I'll put the image in my back pocket
and a week, a month, a year later it may find its way
into one ol my poems. For example, a colleague
showed me chicken eggs he had collected after a
fire on his property. I couldn’t get that image out of
my mind and ended up using that image as the final
line for one of my poems.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Do you currently have a
WIP? If yes, what's the title, and is it part of a
series or standalone?

Laurel Maxwell: I'm currently working on a
full-length book of poems. Some of the poems
include ones from Everything Pretty Here Is
Dying, while others are ones I've added. It has
definitely been a work in progress. It is
something I come back to now and again.
Adding a poem or taking one out.

Literate-Ly Magazine: As an author, 1 find that
the hardest thing to write (for me) is the blurb
that will be on the back cover or book's
description. When you write, what is the
hardest line to write, the first line, the last line
or the synopsis for the book?

Laurel Maxwell: For me, as a poet it is usually
the last line which is the hardest to write.



axwell Cont’d

Sometimes the poem is too long, and I have to chop a big section. Other times I have a line in place,
but it doesn’'t seem to fit. It is unusual for a poem to have the same last line from the first draft to the
last.

Literate-Ly Magazine: 1 am on a quest to read as many banned, burned or ehallenged books as
possible? What is your feeiing or opinion on banning books? It seems (o be a new epidemic NOW.

Laurel Maxwell: The idea of banning books is outrageous (o me. So many stories are being erasedjusl
because the book makes some people uncomfortable. I'm lucky enough to live in a place where
banned books are dispiayed on library shelves and stocked at the independenl bookstore in the town |
live.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Any final lhoughls that you want to give to your fans or even future authors?

Laurel Maxwell: Write for yourself first. When 1 first sit down to write I'm not thinking about an
audience, or how my work will be perceived. I just get words on the page. I feel that if I felt I were
writing for/to someone else I wouldn't be able to be my authentic self.

g
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Literate-Ly Magazine: In three words, describe

vourself,

e/

ANGEL A: Amor vincit omnia (Love conquers all)

Literate-Ly Magazine: How many books have you
written? How many of those are published?
ANGEL A: 2 for 2. I've also made a short film
called "Le Saut De LAnge’, which is ‘Angel’s
Leap  in French. We filmed on location in
Corsica, France.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Do you have an upcoming
release? If yes, tell me the title and impending
release date.

ANGEL A: My current focus is on 'Dreamer’, a
short film releasing this year through film
festivals. My next book project is still in
development.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Tell me about how you
come up with your titles for your stories. Do you
create the title before or after you write the book,
and does it ever change from the initial title?
ANGEL A: "Mary Poser” is a play on words
because it sounds like ‘mariposa’, which is
Spanish for butterfly. It also represents her
disposition, where  she  struggles  with
authenticity for the sake of approval. I started
with the title, as the story is a chrysalis
experience for Mary. Like an emerging butterfly,
she struggles to find her wings.

"Holy Parrot’ was always the intended title of this
narrative. 1 started with the expression ‘Loro
Santo’, which means "Holy Parrot in Spanish.

The vision of people chanting "Loro Santo’
was a caplivating motivation for the story.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Oul of all your
characters in all of your books, who/what
(sometimes a selting can also be an
important “character’) do you think is the
most interesting and why?

ANGEL A: Mary is the most interesting as
she helped me understand anxiety and its
expression. | rare]y experience anxiety, but 1
have had the emotion projected onto me
many times. Originally, 1 found the
projections hurtful, but once I endeavoured
to understand the source of the projections, 1
found the behaviour and its consequences
fascinating. In writing Mal‘y Poser, 1
embraced the understanding that it is
possible to create our own suffering through
our thoughts and values. Mary had to
overcome her people pleasing nature to
stand her ground and find her authentic self.



The risk is rejection, but the prize is authenticity
and a heightened sense of self-worth.

Literate-Ly Magazine: If you could “create” your
own genre of what you write, what would you call
your books?

ANGEL A: 1 would call my genre ‘personal
transformation’.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Without quoting your back
cover blurb, tell me about the last book you
published.

ANGEL A: Set in an idyllic Caribbean paradise,
'Holy Parrot' follows Leo, an Australian scientist, as
he encounters Mary, who claims to be the virgin
mother of a new christ. Through magical realism,
the story explores her mystic revelations via her
parrot familiar versus his scientific worldview. The
narrative reflects humanity's shift from the Age of
Pisces o the Age of Aquarius — a transformation
from authoritarian rule to personal freedom and
humanitarianism.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Quole your favorite line

from one of your stories. Indicate the line, and

then the book title.

ANGEL A: 'from the prison of your own mind, it’s

difficult to admit who it is that's guarding the gate’

from Holy Parrot.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Tell me something about
yourself that is separate from writing,.

ANGEL A: I am a qualified practicing

(thir()practor. I live and work in Australia.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Who are your top
THREE favorite authors?

ANGEL A: Isaac  Asimoy, Edgar Rice
Burroughs, Aldous Huxley

Literate-Ly Magazine: What is the last book
that you read? (Not counting anything you
wrote)

ANGEL A: Dracula by Bram Stoker

Literate-Ly Magazine: When writing, do you
have a system or something you plan, or do
you just write?

ANGEL A: I have a system. I decide what 1
want to say and then find the furthest point
away from this and stretch my story
backwards to an unsuspecting beginning;
Then I write a treatment of the overall theme
and story. I then write a film seript of the
story. This is an efficient data point adding
process for the story. I then restructure the
pace and flow and write the novel from the
script. The resultis both a seript and a novel.



Literale-Ly Magazine: \Vhy do you write?
ANGEL A: I write when I have something to
say. Thankfully, it is not because I am bound or
required to write. It is purely volitional for the
sake of personal fulfilment. A thought bubble
plagues and perhaps consumes me. My task
then feels like the linear transcription of that
idea into a narrative arc. 1 find it particularly
satisfying to transpose all the elements that
exist within the thought bubble into a
(hopefully) relatable story.

Literale-Ly Magazine: Do you Currcnt]y have a
WIP? If yes, what's the title, and is it part of a
series or standalone?

ANGEL A: 1 have many works in progress.
Most exist as treatments wailing for their
development. Most projects are standalone
with a similar theme. I have shared pages of a
film/graphic novel project I am working on
called ‘Bring Me To Life’" on the
angelsleap.com website. 1 will be releasing a

short film called ‘Dreamer’ this year via film
festivals. T will eventually post this on the
@ Angelsleap YouTube channel

Literate-Ly Magazine: Do you read your own
work alot? If so, what does it do for you?
ANGEL A: I read my work during the editing
phase with mind numbing repetition. One
step in my writing process is to write the first
draft and then leave the project for months so
that when 1 read the material, it almost feels
like a fresh start.

39

Literate-Ly Magazine: 1 play music when 1
write, and depending on the setting or mood
of the story depends on what I listen to. Do you
listen to music when you write? If so, what
genre or artist/band do you listen to?

ANGEL A: I absolutely love the idea that you
listen to music when you write. With the risk
of suggesting I have OCD, I often listen to the
same song on a single repeat that represents
the theme or feel of the writing. This way, I am
not distracted by a new song and the music
becomes distant and more like a mantra in the
background of my mind. I particularly
remember hblenmg to the song "Missing’ b\
Evanescence when I wrote Bllng Me To Llfe.
This song helped me build the character of the
protagonist. Their title song inspired the story
title, but the song "Missing’ truly held the
essence of what I wanted to say. I essentially
offered T reply to the
sentiment of this song with a story about
someone who felt lost and abandoned for what
seems an cternity. Creating this reply was a
profoundly moving experience for me.



As an author, the

Lilerale-Ly ﬂlagazine:

hardest thing to write (for me) is the blurb
that will be on the back cover or book’s
description. When you write, what is the
hardest line to write, the first line, the last line
or the synopsis for the book?

ANGEL A: Writing a synopsis is tough for me.
I feel the synopsis is a reader’s perspective of
the story, not the writer's perspective. There
are so many elements I want to draw
attention to that are important to me. I find
reader reviews help me understand themes
that are worth including in the synopsis.

Literate-Ly Magazine: 1 you could sit down and
have a coffee (or your favorite beverage) with
anyone, living or dead, from any era, any time,
who would it be and why? (You can pick up to 3
persons).

ANGEL A: Joseph Campbell - he introduced
myth and story to me, revealing the writer's
method and perspective.

Elvis Presley - He represented an enigmatic
character for me as a child. He represented the
determined spirit and the consequence of his
dreaming was profound.

Lu\,fnda Carter - The original Wonder Woman. [
think my understanding of this
characterisation  of  Wonder

influenced my writing of Mary Poser. I would

Woman
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be curious to hear Lynda's perspective
regarding her roles in portraying a confident
and powerful woman whilst living and
working in a demanding people-pleasing
environment.

Literate-Ly Magazine: What does it mean to be a
“successful” writer?
ANGEL A: 1 write to leave a legacy. What 1
write is my answer to perceived problems and
the likely answer (amor vincit omni). 1 write
characters who represent differing aspects of a
problem and the resolution reflects my
philosophy.
My philosophy is in my answer to question 1.
Once | have resolved the problem for myself,
achieving the catharsis, I release myself from
that narrative’s loop as it has served ils
purpose. The success as a writer is pcrhaps in
offering a truly successful awakening or
growth for the protagonist or group of
protagonists. When I receive reviews where
the reader relates to the awakening or growth
in their own life, this is truly rewarding, In
Mary Poser, Mary discovered how to find
her butterflies. In Holy Parrot, Leo discovered
a spiritual aspect of himsell he had never
entertained and Maria forged her destiny as a
potential catalyst for the conscious evolution
of humanity. If a culture dares to strive for
transcendent outcomes, 1 see a successful
writer as a stimulus for this change.

Literate-Ly Magazine: What do you want to
accomplish, so when you look back at your
life, you can say "I did that™

ANGEL A:

COIlSidCI‘ in answer lllg thlb qll()btl()ll. I b()ll()\’()

lhere are so many la\erb to

discovering and then s peakjng your truth is a



profound opportunity. Many people claim to
be lost and struggle to grasp their worth or
value. The business name is inspired by the
Irench expression Le Saut de L'Ange, which
means ‘The Angel’s Leap’ . When al the
crossroads of your life, where there is no
lurning back, you must take the angel’s leap -
over the cliff into defeat, or up and out into a
new beginning. 1 have developed a ‘self worth
roadmap’ that I feel could assist many to find
their way when they are at the point or their
personal angel’s leap moment. This roadmap
is structured around truly understanding the
phrase amor vincil omnia.

Literate-Ly Magazine: 1 am on a quest to read
as many banned, burned or challenged books
as p0881bl(‘9 What is your feeling or opinion

on bamnng books? lt seems to be a new

epidemic now:

ANGEL A: The banning of books and
censoring of ideas for ideological purposes
paradoxically leads inquisitive minds to seek
these ideas as you are questing for yourself.
Both Mary Poser and Holy Parrot follow the
path of a protagonist who is exploring life
Mary's
mother makes it perfectly clear what Mary
should think, do and strive for. In Holy Parrot,

outside the preferred narrative.

Leo explores a tropical paradise where
mysticism forges with materialism in ways
that challenge his perceptions of reality. It is
possible that some confused and frightened
minds blame the diversity of ideas for their
fragile state of mind. I believe it was Joseph
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Campbell who said, "Diversity is the rule, not
the exception.” Debate forges discernment
and understanding. I wonder if the frightened
minds who seek to ban books are trying to
insisting on
conformity that reduces their own feeling of
lack of control. The frightened mind may

reduce external conflict by

unlikely consider itsell as a suppressive or
even oppressive force. Many stories have an
antagonist who represents the book banning
mentality. They seek complete or ultimate
control. The\ feel entitled to this control of
The}f

wickedness and self—righteous posturing,

others. are oblivious to their own

For example, I recall Stephen King's "Misery'.
The novelistis tied to a bed by his greatest fan.
She smashes his ankles with a sledgehammer
while insisting it is for his own good. She then
forces him to rewrite his novel to suit her
preferred outcomes.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Any final thoughts that
you wanl o give to your fans or even future
authors?
ANGEL A: I hope the reader and the aspiring
author discover that tiny; often suppressed or
oppressed voice inside themself in response to
reading and discovering the story-telling
process.
|

6
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I-Seott Fitzgerald

. Scott Fitzgerald

Literate-Ly Magazine: How many books have you
written?

F. Scott Fitzgerald: I have written four novels
during my lifetime: "This Side of Paradise,” "The
Beautiful and Damned,” "The Great Gatsby,” and
“Tender 1Is the Night” Additionally, T left an
unfinished novel, “The Last Tycoon,” which was
published posthumously .

Literate-Ly Magazine: What was your most

popular book?

F. Scott Fitzgerald: "The Great Gatshy” is
undoubtedly 'my most popular and enduring
work. Though it was not a commercial success
initially, it has since become a cornerstone of
American literature .

Literate-Ly Magazine: Did you think that writing
would become a legacy for you?

F. Scott Fitzgerald: 1 always hoped my writing
would leave a lasting impact. I sought to capture the
essence of the Jazz Age and the complexities of
human nature, and it is gratifying to see my works
continue to be studied and appreciated .

Literate-L)/MagaZIbe:V\’hat is your favorite place
to write?

F. Scott Fitzgerald: 1 enjoyed writing in
various places, but my favorite was probably
my home in Great Neck, Long Island. The
tranquility and inspiration I found there were
invaluable to my creative process .

Literate-Ly Magazine: How did people

perceive you as a writer?

F. Scott Fitzgerald: People saw me as a
chronicler of the Jazz Age, capluring its
glamour and excess. My personal life often
overshadowed my work, but those who delved
into my writing recognized the depth and
poignancy of my observations .

Literate-Ly Magazine: W hat kind of reviews
did you get?

F. Scott Fitzgerald: My reviews were mixed.
Some praised my lyrical prose and keen
insights, while others were critical of my
themes and characters. Over time, however, my
work has gained widespread acclaim .

Literate-Ly Magazin e: What was the worst
story you ever wrote? Did it get published?


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F._Scott_Fitzgerald
https://www.britannica.com/biography/F-Scott-Fitzgerald
https://www.britannica.com/biography/F-Scott-Fitzgerald
https://www.britannica.com/biography/F-Scott-Fitzgerald
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Fitzgerald Cont’d

F. Scott Fitzgerald: Every writer has their missteps.
I wrote a few stories that did not meet my
standards, and fortunately, some of them never saw
publication. It was a reminder to always strive for
excellence.

Literate-Ly Magazine: What was your favorite
story that you wrote?

F. Scott Fitzgerald: "The Great Gatsby” holds a
special place in my heart. Its exploration of the
American Dream and the complexities of love and
ambition resonated deeply with me.

Literate-Ly Magazine: What was the worst review
you ever got?

F. Scott Fitzgerald: One particularly harsh review
criticized "Tender Is the Night” for its portrayal of
the expatriate lifestyle. While it was difficult to read,
it also highlighted the provocative nature of my
work.

Literate-Ly Magazine: If you could give advice to
centuries of authors, what would it be?

F. Scott Fitzgerald: Write with honesty and
passion. Do not be afraid to explore difficult themes
or challenge societal norms. Authenticity is the key
to creating timeless literature.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Did you have any writer
friends?

F. Scott Fitzgerald: Yes, I was fortunate to have
friendships with many talented writers, including
discussions  and

Ernest Hemingw\fa}: Our

camaraderie were a source of great inspiration.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Did you share your
work with anyone before it was published?

F. Scott Fitzgerald: 1 often shared my drafts
with close friends and trusted confidants. Their
feedback was invaluable in refining my work
and ensuring its quality.

Literate-Ly Magazine: 1f you could talk to
anyone, living or dead, who would it be and
why?

F. Scott Fitzgerald: I would love to converse
with William Shakespeare. His mastery of
language and understanding of the human
condition are unparalleled. It would be an
honor to exchange ideas with such a literary
giant.

N






A—
Gertrude Stein

Gertrude Stein

Literate-Ly Magazin e: How many books have you
written?

Gertrude Stein: I have written numerous works,
including novels, plays, essays, and poetry. Some of
my notable books include "Three Lives,” “Tender

Buttons,” and "The Autobiography of Alice
B. Toklas".

Literate—L)/ Magazine: What was your most
p()pular book?

Gertrude Stein: "The Autobiography of Alice B.
Toklas™ is considered my most popular work. It
brought me significant mainstream attention and
remains widely read.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Did you think that writing
would become a lega(:y for you?

Gertrude Stein: I always believed in the power of
words and the importance of capturing the essence
of the times. While T hoped my work would
resonate, I am humbled by the lasting impact it has

had.

Literate—LyMagazine: What is your favorite pla(:e
to write?

Gertrude Stein: My favorite place to write was in
my Paris home, where I hosted a salon that became
a gathering place for many influential artists and
writers.

Literate-Ly Magazine: How did people

perceive you as a writer?

Gertrude Stein: I was known for my avant-
garde style, which was both celebrated and
criticized. Some found my work challenging,
while others appreciated my innovative
approach to language and form.

Literate-Ly Magazine: \V hat kind of reviews
did you get?

Gertrude Stein: My work received mixed
reviews. Some praised my originality and
boldness, while others found my style difficult
to understand.

Literate-Ly Magazine: What was the worst
story you ever wrote? Did it get published‘?



Stein cont’d

Gertrude Stein: Every writer has their less

successful  attempts. 1 wrote  many
experimental pieces, and not all of them were
well-received. However, T believe each work

contributed to my growth as a writer.

Literate-Ly Magazine: \What was your favorite
story that you wrote?

Gertrude Stein: “Tender Buttons™ holds a
special place in my heart. Its exploration of
everyday objects and language was a unique
endeavor that I thoroughly enjoyed.

Literate-Ly Magazine: What was the worst
review you ever got?

Gertrude Stein: Criticism is part of the

journey.  One particularly harsh  review
dismissed my work as incomprehensible.
While it stung, it also reinforced my

commitment to my unique voice.

Literate-Ly Magazine: 1f you could give
advice to centuries of authors, what would it

be?

Gertrude Stein: Be true to your voice and
don’t be afraid to experiment. Writing is an art,
and like any art, it requires courage and
authenticity.

Literate-Ly Magazine: Did you have any
writer friends?

Gertrude Stein: Yes, | was fortunate to have
many writer friends, including Ernest

Hemingway, I. Scott Fitzgerald, and Sherwood
Anderson. Our exchanges were intellectually
stimulating and deeply rewarding.

N












Zola Blue’s The Mejuarian Series

The Mejuarian are god-like creatures living on the planet Ercutis in a
near-perfect world. In a galaxy where telepathic bonds and ancient
dreams shape destinies, the Mejuar and their diverse allies embark on a
thrilling journey that intertwines their fates across worlds.

The Four: Destruction of Honor (The Mejuarian Book 1)

Bound in Strength: Stance Upon Heartache (The Mejuarian Book
2)

Courage of One: Conviction to Stand (The Mejuarian Book 3)
Whispers of Tribulations: The Present and The Destiny (The
Mejuarian Book 4)
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Paul Pangaro, Jill Fain
Lehman, Ashlei E. Watson -
Private |

Private I" is a gripping new adult thriller that
weaves together elements of intrigue,
romance, murder, and artificial intelligence.
The story follows Paloma, a young woman on
the brink of starting her college journey in
Machine Intelligence (MI) at MITI, hoping to
build her

lechnological innovations. Her plans are

upon grandfalher's secret
\'iolenlly derailed when she returns home to
find her grandfalher tortured and killed, with
evidence suggesling his murderers were
after Marlowe, Paloma’'s MI companion of 15

years.

Forced to go on the run, Paloma must navigate a
complex web of potential threats - from tech
(:orporations to government agents to anti-tech
terrorists - while protecting both herself and
Marlowe. The novel explores contemporary
questions about machine consciousness, human-
Al relationships, and the societal implications of
advanced artificial intelligence through a noir-
inspired lens. What sets "Private I" apart is its
unique dual narrative, featuring the internal
monologue of both Paloma and her Al
companion, offering a fresh perspective on classic
noir themes while addressing today's headlines

about Al development and its impact on society.

Amy's Bookshelf Reviews

H Stars
Ariveting thriller

In Private I, the reader is brought into the future,
2040 to be exact. I haven't read anything by these
author before, and what a hidden gem. Paloma
tells her story and at first, you are trying to gather
all the pieces of what is going on, and why
giving

information, like a whisper in her ear. Then, you

Marlowe is her instructions and
understand, some what. The first chapter takes
place at a memorial service for Dr. Smoller.
Though it's a memorial service, much of the
conversations is about Machine Intelligence (MI).
Marlowe was created by Paloma's grandfather, and

has been with her since she was a child. There are



Paul Pangaro, Jill Fain

Lehman, Ashlei E. Watson -

i Jill Fain Lehman, Ph.D
Private I (cont’d) LS S

httpsz www.cs.cmu.edu ~jof

alot of nuances, in the story, and it also brings

forward the newest te (hn()l()gx of artificial Paul Pangaro, PhD
intelligence, and creating it to be more than a
computer program. Itis a being, whether its a
robot, or a fancy machine, it is still an it, but it

httpS: \\\\\\‘.pangar().(t()m

learns, and becomes more of a human than ;
Jo e . . , Ashlei E. Watson
other humans. This connection with Paloma
shows why she doesn't always understand the https://ashleiwatson.com

human side of humanlh and ironically,
Marlowe shows Paloma more about
humanity, and helps her find out the truths
that need to be unleashed. This story is a
grand suspenseful story. Both thrilling and
intriguing;, all the way to the end. This story is
amazing!


https://www.cs.cmu.edu/%7Ejef/
https://www.pangaro.com/
https://ashleiwatson.com/

Advertisement










Frederic Fahey- The
Scoundrel's Son

Amy’s Bookshelf Reviews

Genre: F/Historical Fiction/16 Century

4 Stars
Frederic Fahey writes a Compeﬂing tale with The

Scoundrel's Son

In The Scoundrel's Son, the reader is brought into
back in time to 16-Century London, where Tom
Canty, tells his story. I liked this story, and have seen
or read situations where two people swap
identities, but this one, where that does happen, it's
unlike what I have read. Tom's friend, is Edward,
who is the Prince of England, where Tom is poor
and lives in a poor neighborhood. I haven't read
anything by this author before, and what a hidden
gem. I enjoyed it so much, that I have now followed
the author and look for more books to read. Tom
and Edward are great friends, but neither one
knows about how the other lives, well, they haven't
been in each other's shoes. So, enter this idea,
switching places, and each one has their own
adventure, and eye-opening moments. The author
writes with talent, skill and passion, and it comes
across in writing this story. This is a book that
explores loyalty and friendship, while also having
sub plots, that could prove disaster, but also give
that particular twist that each story needs. I have
fast become a big fan of Frederic Fahey. Fahey has
certainly done his research on what London in the

16th century is all about.

About the book:

It's the year 1553, and the King of England,
only fifteen years of age, is gravely ill and on
the edge of death. His best friend pleads with
him not to make the worst mistake of his brief
reign by naming his cousin, also a teen, as heir
to the throne while the King's half-sister plots
her return to London to seize the crown from
afar. Caught in this bloody crisis of succession
at the midpoint of the Tudor Dynasty is an
unlikely circle of three friends still in their
teens, a commoner and two royals, being

swept by the terrible winds of histor}:

Tom Cant}; the pauper in Mark Twain's
beloved The Prince and the Pauper tells his
tale some years later to the unknown "my
lady" It's been six years since Tom first
exchanged places with Prince Edward, now
King of England. Edward introduces Tom,

both fifteen, to his cousin, the lovely, idealistic,



Frederic Fahey- The Scoundrel's Son

strong-minded Lady Jane Grey. Tom finds
himself caught between two very different
worlds. He still lives in the poor parish of Offal
Court. Although he keeps his friendship with
Edward a secret, the advantages afforded him
by being named Ward of the King set him apart.
The boys of Offal Court try to drag him into a
life of crime, but he strives to escape the legacy
of his father, the scoundrel John Canty. Tom and
Edward still look amazingly alike, and so
Edward asks Tom to impersonate him again,
and Tom can't refuse. He watches through
street-smart eyes and tries to keep Edward
abreast of those around the young King,
including his uncles, vying for power and
influence. Further complicating Tom's young
life is his burgeoning love for the beautiful yet

unattainable Jane.

Soon illness seizes Edward, and he becomes

even more dedicated to the English

Reformation and Protestantism. Encouragod b}'

his advisors, he names Jane, a devoul
Protestant, as his heir to the throne rather than
his half-sister, the Catholic Lady Mary Tudor.
Tom tries to warn Edward that this decision will
have terrible consequences. Tom realizes that
only a boy with his wily skills can aid his best

friend and save his sweet Jane.

Pour an ale for Tom, a glass of wine for my lady
and whatever you fancy. Make yourself comfy
and get ready for a good listen as Tom spins his
tale of precious friendships, young love, dear
loss and the discovery of onesell amidst the
deadly betrayal and intrigue of the Tudor royal
courl.
|RA



Ed Borowsky's The Great
Mongolian Bowling League of the
United States of America

Harold Kushner and his roommate of thirty
years, Murray Schwartz, are average senior
citizens facing down their mortality in a trailer
park in Land O' Lakes, Florida. Two self-
professed “best Jewish bowlers ever” wind up
contestants in the first-ever Great Mongolian
Bowling League Tournament in the U.S.A.
The rivalry becomes a high-stakes roll-off as
Harold approaches “perfection” (defined in the
bowling world as three 300-score games in a
row) despite a fix set by the alley's mobster-
owners. As the reporters and camera crews
swarm to cover his amazing feat, Harold finds
himself in a life review spanning back to his
Bar Mitzvah and a past incarnation as a
Mongolian warrior in the era of Genghis
Khan, as he ponders profound questions we all
ask as we near the end of our lives: Did my
life have meaning? Did | fulfill my potential?
Was | a good person?

Can Harold roll perfection to help his new
Mongolian friends and live to tell the tale? The
uncanny action unfolds in this beautiful
comedy illuminating that although we come
from worlds far apart, we share a common
humanity. The outcome will impact millions...
and strike you right in the heart.

Advertisement
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Don't let yourself be taken advantage!

by

Amy Shannon

The writing community should support each
other. I like helping other authors. I find it very
upsetting when an author is taken advantage of,
especially by someone who is supposed to be
their ally and help them promote their work.
The costs are high when it happens, and

but the

professional (sarcasm) still keeps the money.

sometimes nothing is done,
They tell the author, "we will promote your
work. We will get you published. We will
market your work." or something similar. Then,
there is the contract. Money up front, sales

generale a percentage of the work(s).

I work with a lot of publicists, publishers, book
promoters, editors and the like, when 1 do
reviews for their clients. No everyone takes
advantage, and yes, if you want someone to
work for you, you need to pay them. Before you
do, and this is my recommendation, do research
before approaching a publicist or agent, or any
literary professional that you need to work for
vou. Then, when you decide, get a written
contract, and know exactly what they are
supposed to do. When they work for you, they
should be able to tell you what they are doing
for you. You should be able to get updates.
Always know what is going on with your work.

As an author, you decide what you want to do,

how to publish, who to use as an editor, cover
designer, marketing. Even if you hire someone,
vou decide. Stay in control. If you are new the

yrocess, there are people that you can turn to.
| PEOL

We are a writing community, and we should
support each other, lift each other up. I will do
whatever I can help other authors. I work hard,
with my podcast, and my reviews, that being my
primary business. I have editing services, and 1
will also do feedback for authors not quite sure
about their finished work. I have my podcast
and 1 interview authors and other literary
professionals. That's why I do what I do. I am
also always upfront with costs, and what can be
expected, depending on the business.
(RN



AMPIify Audiobooks™

AUTHORS: AMPIify Audiobooks™ is for authors who
are eager to sell their audiobooks but face challenges
with not knowing how to get started with marketing, or
perhaps have already experienced the barriers that
prevent them from having any control. AMPIify
Audiobooks™ provides an online store with a suite
of marketing tools and a platform that enables authors
to have way more control, earn much higher
royalties, and engage with a motivated author
community as well as their own customers.

LISTENERS: AMPIlify Audiobooks™ is an app
developed for listeners who are tired of their
purchases lining the pockets of billionaire sand
mega-corporations. With AMPIify Audiobooks™,
listeners have a direct impact, because the money
you spend actually reaches the authors who
have dedicated their lives to creating those
audiobooks. It’s a human-centric way of buying
your audiobooks, prioritizing the power of human
connection, and changing the world one audiobook
at a time.
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Gary Orleck’s Travels With
Maurice: An Outrageous
European Adventure in 1968

EVERY WOMEN WANTED TO BE WITH
HIM. EVERY MEN WANTED TO BE HIM!

An unbelievable story, yet it's true because
nobody could make this story up- NOBODY.

The 19,985 miles, 12 country adventure in
1968, Gary and Maurice, formed a formidable
friendship, while perusing the London music
scene, which included The Who, Elton John,
The Rolling Stones and even the Beatles.
Maurice, son of the richest Iranian man, shares
his life and culture with Gary, as they dined
with Kings and Queens, gambled with Shah of
Iran and his wife-Her Royal Highness
Empress Farah, while also learning the ins and
outs of The lranian government, its corruption,
and the reasons the Shah was doomed to fail.

See them come of age while rubbing elbows
with other famous persons, asked to dance by
Brigitte Bardot, was even rescued out of
handcuffs by Shirley Temple Black during the
Russian Invasion of Czechoslovakia during
the summer of 1968.

A simple "thank you" led to the trip of a
lifetime!
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Redeemable/Non-
redeemable

Some characters are just plain evil, and
have no redeeming qualities, but there is that
little piece that makes them have a quirk or
human side, even if they aren’'t human. There
are also characters that go from good to bad,
and it can be a progression, or it can be quick,
but there is some reason, some purpose, for
them to go from good to bad. It is possible that
the same character can be redeemed, or that
they never get redeemed. Or those characters
that start off bad, can become good, or just a bit

better than they were before.

Characters may not be real, but for them to
have depth, and be more than just one
dimensional, they need qualities, for good or for
bad, that can almost imitate real life or be as
lifelike as possible. The world of storytelling is
more than just putting pen to paper (or ﬁngers
to keyboard), but it's about making whatever
the writer wants to happen in the stories,
happen, and no matter how improbable or
impossible something or someone would be in
real life, if it's logical in the story, then it will

work, even if it is impossible.

Characters may not alwa}'s be what they

seem. In the beginning of my MOD Life Epic

saga, Alex has a stalker, and though it was

written for the reader to pretty much guess
who the stalker was, Alex didn’t know; or maybe
she didn’t want to know. The reason the reader
would pretty much figure it out easily was for a
few reasons. It wasn't supposed to be a mystery,
but if the reader figured it out, there may be
points in the story where they guess it could be
someone else. Also, there was a reason why the
stalker was who he was, and why he ended up in
the same place as Alex. He wasn't the only one
keeping secrets, but it adds to the story. So, for
the longest time, this character was not evil, but
not a good guy and very dangerous. He even
died a few times throughout the story, and then,
later, much later, this guy becomes a standup
guy, who was always reminded or haunted by
his past, which was the punishment he needed
to keep his mind and actions straight. It also
helped that he made a best friend and even fell

in love.



Redeemable or Not

Another character in the same saga was
Alex’s first love interest, a married police officer
who also worked in the technical department of
Alex's company. Her attraction to him was more
about sex than love, but he wanted her. This
character was kind of a jerk, and he was known
to lie to get what he wanted. He also kept
secrels that affected Alex’s life, and they didn’t
reveal themselves until several stories later. His
story plays out, as his death was faked, then he
died, and little did anyone know; he was also
experimented on, which could have explained
his change from bad to worse. Each time he
came back, he was more obsessive than before.
On his final approach back to earth, back to life,
he started out hating and blaming the world for
his return, but after a while, he toned down his
outrage and just acted like a snide jerk. When
he fell in love unexpectedly, he changed. Not
just his outside, but something inside him
changed, and he became an upstanding
member of the police force, and community. He
even became a father, which is something he
never wanted in his life. He made the change,

but not everyone accepts his Change.

When a character is redeemed, not

everyone will believe it, especially those who

were mongcd by the character.

Also, not every character has to be
redeemed. They can keep coming back to the
story, bringing havoc and evil. In my Saga, |
have characters returning from the dead (not
zombies, but living, breathing humans) and 1
have character “clones” that were put in place of
real people. It can be fun and interesting to play
around with the science of characters and how

and why they exist.

N



Bob Freeman’s H2LiftShip series

The H2LiftShip series Is a
unique and refreshing take on
the space exploration genre,
blending hard science, humor,
and creativity.

Beyond Luna is a world that's
part Road-Trip, part solar
sailing, always with food,
gambling, jail, and pirates.

A Back Story where the
LunaCola's crew sits down to
play cards, celebrate a job well
done, and recollect the past but
there’s still plenty that still has
to come to light, as everyone has
a back story.

BosonsWave get's prepared for
the ultimate showdown between
H2LiftShip LunaCola and its
enemies.

BosonWaves”2 pits the
symbiotic combination of semi-
sentient Al tablets and algal
rocket ships against the
Heliospheric Navy.
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Short Stories



A Ghost’s Writer (Part 2) by

Amy Shannon

&

I walked out into the corridor and pulled my
cell phone out of my pocket. I called Officer
Newman. | knew he never wanted to step foot in
this building again, but he could send someone,
some people to get her out of here, and find the
truth.

I waited outside the building and listened for
the sirens. Three black and white squad cars
pulled into the parking lot and got out of the car.

Jack was one of them.

‘I didn’t think you ever wanted to be here

again.”
“You found her? You found Sarah?”

I cocked an e}'ebrow ‘T know you’re not that

old,” I snickered lightly.

“No, definitely not. No one ever wanted to be
in that room. Room 101. It was the first room a
so-called orphan was in, but as years went on, no
one else would be in that room. Sarah was the
()nly occupant, and the rumor was that she never

left the room.”

“Well,” T cleared my throat. “I would say that

now, she can finally leave. Do you know how she

died?”

“Rumor was that she killed herself, but there
were other rumors that a staff member got too

aggressive with her. Then she disappeared, and no

one seemed to care. We didn’'t know if it was the
truth, but there were a lot of things going on here, so

we believed whatever we heard.”
“Jack, do you believe in spirits?”

‘I certainly do. Seen my share, just like your
grandfather,” he sighed, looking at the other officers,

who seemed to share his viewpoint.

So, that day, the police officers took it upon

themselves, to slowly open the floorboards, and



The Ghost’s Writer (Part 2) cont’d

when they finally found her, a man’s belt
wrapped tight around her throat, so much that the
imprint was left on the remaining dried skin. Part
of her body was mummified, and some was not.
They called the coroner, and 1 told them I would
take care of her burial. It's what anyone with a
heart would do, but Jack and the other officers

said they would (:hip in as well.

Three days later, Sarah was buried in the
newest cemetery, as far away from Visceral Hills
Orphanage as possible. The Heavenly Gates
Cemetery was on the other side of Shallow Falls,
and her burial plot was positioned under a
beautiful willow tree, and 1 tossed wildflower
seeds on the grass around her site. She would
always be surrounded by flowers. She could find

peace.

So, Sarah was free, I hope. I haven't seen her,
and I've visiled her grave site several times. I took
a break from going back there. The local papers
called it a miracle find and told her story from the
rumors of what happened to her. The coroner
ruled her death an intentional hanging, but it was
unknown if she was hanged, or she did it to
herself. She never told me, and she may not want

anvone to know the truth.

I went home and poured myself a shot of

vodka. I didn’t usually drink hard liquor, but today

was unlike any I have ever spent. I bet there
were a lot of lost souls in that building, and I had to
decide if I should just listen and tell their stories, or
il I could help them find peace somewhere. It's
definitely not peaceful where they are. 1 poured
another shot, and sat down at the table, and just as 1
drank it back, a knock on the door caught my
attention. I dragged my weary body to the door and
opened it. "Officer?” I was surprised to see Jack
Newman in regular clothes. He dressed like my
grandfather did. Jeans, and polo shirt, and they even
sported a leather jacket, as they looked up to James
Dean. If you don’t know who that is, you might want
to Google it.

“I'm sorry to bother you. But | wanted to talk to

”

you.

“Of course, come in. I'm just having a drink. 1

think I'm going to switch to coffee, want some?”



The Ghost’s Writer (Part 2) cont’d

“Love some,” Jack followed me into the

kitchen.

I pointed to the chair at the table and gathered
up my newspaper and notebooks into a pile, and
then turned on the coffee pot. I waited until it was
done, and then poured two mugs. I set them on
the table. “If you want sugar or cream, | think I

have some.”

“Black is great.” He looked around the house,
from the kitchen you could see the living area,

and the back door.
“You, OK?"

‘I haven't been here since vour grandfather

lived here. Do you feel him or see him?”

I sat down and took a sip of my coffee. “T know

he's here, but he doesn't say an}”[hing. I think my

mother is around, too, but I only feel them. T don't

see them. You probably think I'm Crazy"

“Not in the least. I always believed Edgy,” he

smiled.
“Edg},’?" I cocked an eyebrow.

“Well, he had what we called when we were
young that Edgar was an old person’s name. It
sounds funny because it's our name all of our lives.
But as kids, we, our group of friends and roommates,
called him Edgy. He was strong, and brave, and he
liked to bend the rules just before they were broken,

and he liked to pull pranks on the nursing staff.”
“Really?”

“Oh, yes. He was quite the character, I'll tell you.
We went through hell there, the staff was just going
through its motions. If we were bad, we were put in
the hole. It was a dark closet in the basement. They
tried to pretend the torture tables weren't in use, but

they were.”
“You said roommates?”

“Yes, Peter Hansen, Frank Simon, Harold
Beesley;, Jermaine Robinson, Edgy, and me. Some of
the old rooms were converted to largel' rooms. So,
they could put more beds in the larger room than if
they were just kept as the smaller rooms. Peter went
missing when he was 16. He misbehaved by
swearing in front of one of the inspectors. The staff
always made sure that everything that was wrong
with the building was hidden. Edgy and I were the
same age, so we left when we aged out at 18. We
both did vocational training, and then entered the

military. When I came home, I became a police
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officer, and your grandfather, a firefighter. He
would've retired as one, but he died before he
could. He loved this place. He was alone, but he
knew you were out there, finding your way; just as

we did.”

“I'm sorry about your friend. What about

Frank, Harold or Jermaine?”

“They were younger, a year or so, than us, and
to be honest, once we left, we didn’t look back. We
convinced ourselves that they were OK, but we
never checked. I ran reports on their names, but
nothing popped up. Not a missing person’s case,
death certificate or even driver's license. So, |

don’t know what happened to them.”

“Thank you for sharing, but is that all you

wanted to tell me?”

"I think there may be more secrets not just at
the Visceral Hills Orphanage, but also secrets in
the cemetery behind it, or on the grounds. I don't
know too many ghost whisperers, but 1 think you
could use your gift. Not just tell their story,
because every life and death have a story, but you

could help them, if they want to be helped.”

“That is what I've been contemplating, 1 don't
know if T could or should do both. They tell me
their story, and usually it's in my head. I can see
them, but I hear them in my head. T don't
normally tell anyone what I do. I just tell stories,

real stories of living persons, who are no longcr

living, but aren’t completely dead either. I think
the spirits are in a place between life and death, and
many are tethered to where they are buried, or

where their b()(ly could be.”
“What do you mean?”

“I've seen spirits along the river, or even wading
on top of the waves, as if they were somewhere
under water. Sometimes they died somewhere else,
found the water and decided to be part of it. I've
seen spirits in the woods, and it ended up that their

bodies were buried there.”
“How do you report what you find?”

“First, I try to research that spirit, before they tell
me anything. Sometimes if they were murdered,
they don’'t remember it. They don’t remember who
did it, just that something bad happened to them. 1
have to admit, I've lived in a few different states, and

different counties within those states, until I
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realized I had to come home. I was a frequent
anonymous caller, and sometimes, 1 would
literally stumble onto something buried, so I had

toreportit. That's what I do.”

“Well, you should think about it. You have a
gift. You know what comes after life, and the paths
that can be taken, or choices are taken away
because of someone being Killed. I'm sure there
are vengeful ghosts, but maybe the ones like

Sarah, you can help.”

I drank down my coffee and refilled both of
our mugs. "Are your officers going lo keep

looking around in the Visceral Hills Orphanage?”

“Not if thcy can hclp it. Th()y think it's a one-

time deal.”

“I'm sure it's not,” 1 explained. ‘I will see what

I can do.” I sipped my coffee.

“You know; you have the best view down here.

Have you ever gone to the overlook above the

falls?”

“Didn’t know there was one.”

‘Its not far from the Visceral Hills
Orphanage. The creek goes around the cemetery
and there are a few acres of land that was owned
by the orphanage, I think it’s in the final acre of
the land clearing. It was quite amazing when it

became the falls.”

‘It became the falls?”

“Yes, there was the creek that went around this
area of rocks and a cliff, I guess the boulders routed
the creek around it. Then, one day the boulders were
gone, well not gone, but fell down to the ground
below. The creek water was rerouted, creating the
falls, and then it connected to the river. There were
some smaller falls on the other side of the creek,
near the hospital on West Avenue, and that's why the

town was named Shallow Falls.”
" had no idea. When did this happen?”

“Maybe 10 or I years ago. Before that it was just
an overlook on boulders, but it was dangerous. Once
the falls were created, the town built a safer
overlook. There are rumors that a few people lost
their lives by standing on the boulders and falling to
their death, and once the boulders fell, it fell on top
of them, making them forever a part of the creek.”
Jack stood up, and drank down his coffee. "Thanks

for sitting with me.”
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“No problem,” 1 followed him out. "I will
seriously consider your suggestion. 1 will

probably do it, just have to figure out exactly how”

“Channel your grandfalher, he al\\fa)fs knew
what to do, whether it was right or wrong, he
knew what to do to get things done.” Jack headed

down the stairs and over to his car.

I watched him pull out, and then I walked
down the stairs towards the bottom of the falls. 1
could barely see the boulders behind the flowing
waler. Its beauly was amazing, as it flowed down,
splashing silver and blue, and white waters. "And 1
thought you were shallow falls.” I laughed and
headed back to the house. I had to eat and get

some sleep.

I had a sleepless night, as I was trying to
[igure out how to do both. Tell their stories and
vel find them peace. I don’t know what peace is to
them, but I believe it's individual, not heaven or
hell, or even crossing into the light. I know; I can
feel it, that they are restless. Some are hateful and
vengeful and want to take it out on everyone,
living or dead, or some just want their loved ones
to find answers. Closure is never something
people have when they lose someone to death, but
knowing where they are living or dead, gives

them answers.

Before I went out, I did a Google search about
the boulders and the Crossings Waterfall. T had to

search for the name of the falls, as there were no

signs telling people what the name was. These
falls should have a plaque at the top of them with the
story. History is something people remember, and
some may assume like I did. That it was Shallow
Falls.

I also want to go back to the orphanage, and
besides spirits, I'd love to see if I can find records of
everyone who ever spent time there. 1 think that is
important, along with any names of staff, aside from

Nurse Weston, who has been quiet for a while.

I grabbed my go-bag, and made sure I had my
infrared camera, which also had night vision, and
then used my EMF to see if I could find any energy,
good or bad. I will do what I can to find these
persons and bring them home. I was ready to leave,
after chugging down my coffee, but then I realized 1
needed to do one more search. I searched the
that

disappeared in this county, and printed out the

missing  person’s database of persons
individual fliers with their photos, date of
disappearance, and when was the last time they

were seel.

Over 100 fliers printed out, so I sorted by
decade, and shoved them into individual folders. 1
had a feeling that any child missing from the
Visceral Hills Orphanage would not be listed. So, 1

needed the records.
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I emailed Jack and asked him if they had any

records or where I could find any records at the
orphanage, and he emailed me back, and said he
would see if there was anything on his police

databases, or in an old evidence file.

I knew I had to be ready. L just wish I could tell

the spirits to talk aloud so I could record their

story, rather than writing what I hear from my

mind.

Now, I think I am ready.

%

I was driving toward the orphanage, when 1
had this urge to stop and go to the hardware store.
It was on Main Street. Shallow Falls is a small
village, and all of its businesses were famil}f run,

from hardware stores, clothing stores, boutiques,

hair salons, and restaurants. I like going to
Juno’s Diner now and then, when I don't feel like
cooking. Anyway, | pulled in front of Tough as Nails
Hardware store, hey, I didn’'t name it. I walked into
the store, looking for something, something I could
use as a marker of some sort, and of course a small
shovel, and large paint brush. I noticed the reflective
flags that were used for cyclists. 1 grabbed all that
they had and headed toward the check out. Mr.
Jones smiled at me and rang me up. "Have a great

day.”

“Thank }*ou," I said, and gl'abbed the items and
headed to the car. I opened the trunk, placing the

items I bought inside it.

I felt there was someone sitting next to me,
guiding me, but I couldn’t see him or her. I think
they were quiet and only gave me my feelings or
intuitions and were leading me somewhere
important. I figured they didn’t talk so I didn’t get
distracted. I can’t tell their story or find them, if I end

up dead, or worse.

| pulled into the parkjng lot for the Visceral Hills
Orphanage, but instead of parking in the front, 1
parked around the back, which used to be staff

parking. I got out of the car, "Why am | here?”

He appeared translucent, yet | could tell he was
wearing an older orderly uniform. He even had his

name sewn on the shirt. Jason. “There are more
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secrets in the building, but everyone knows
about those secrets, or they pretend they don't
know: There are beings that need your help. They
are oul and about here.” He looked toward the
grassy acres, where it appeared lumpy, and
definitely uneven ground. "Here. Everywhere
around here. If you run out of flags, use sticks.” He

('1isappeared.

I don't know if T'll see Jason again, or n'laybo

he is hidden out here like many others.

I didn’'t hear or see anﬁhing at first, so 1
walked along the grass, toward the creek that
became the falls. "I want to help,” I said to the

splashing creek.

Three figures appeared on top of the water.
Two women and one man. The man spoke, “We

are where we need to be.”

"Oh, I don’t understand. I'm new to helping
spirits. But I've also been telling their stories for

quite a lot of years. Now | want to do both.”

“We were looking for our boy. This is my wife,

Gina, and my daughter, Louise.” He exp]ained."
“I still don't understand.”

“Our son, Jason, drowned in the creek before
it came to the falls. He is still here, pla}ing. As

each of us passed, we wanted to be with Jason.”

A few minutes later, a young Jason, who
resembled the older Jason who guided me here,

smiled and then splashed.

“Are vou...?"

“That was my father,” the man said. "I'm Jason

the second. My son is Jason the third. He wants us to
be with him, and mom, but since we don’'t want to

leave, he tries to help the others.”

“Others?”
“Those who want peace but can’t find it.
“Are there others in the water?”

“Not anymore. Some were found when the creek

dried up a few times.”

I nodded as the spirit played with Jason in the

waler.

I looked around from where I came and tried to

fi gure out where to g0 next.

My eyes scanned the grass, but the woods called

to me. I walked back to my car and grabbed the

reflective ﬂags on their sticks.

I walked toward the woods, and entered the

small, overgrown trail. Land, water and the cemetery
bordered the woods. It was thick and there was
never really a hiking trail. You can only access it
from here or the cemetery. If you were looking for a
place to hide a body, you'd have to know the area to
find a place where no one ever comes or searches

when pe()ple are missing.

As I pushed the tree branches out of my way, |

could see several spirits. All of a sudden, twenty
voices were in my head, saying the same thing, "Take

me home,” the spirits wept.
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There was also something, someone sinister
al the edge of the woods. He, appearing in just a

skeletal translucent body, was quiel.

| h()ped he would stay quiet so | could help
these girls. "I'm here to help you. Please, one at a

time.”

They all looked toward one girl, the only

brunette, as the other girls were blonde. They

were all wearing long white nightgowns, and
what looked like a sleeping or night cap. It kind
of reminded me of that old show; Little House on
the Prairie, which 1 loved to watch reruns. The
young woman held her translucent throat and
slowly spoke in a voice I have never heard. It
was more baritone, and then I noticed besides
the clothing, all the girls had another thing in

common, their throats were cut.

“He ..." she looked toward the man'’s spirit,
just a bag of bones, to show what death did to
him. "My Pa... I saw him kill Ma. Then he chased
me. All these girls look like Ma. Ma is here, too,
but she never shows hersell. He died here. He

hit his head on a rock and fell onto his shovel.”
“What is your name?” I asked.
“Mary. Mary Sullivan. He was Roland.”
“What can I do to get you all out of here?”

“Mark our gra\*es." Mary nodded to the

others. “Go to vour pla(:e of burial.”

The spirits moved swif ll}' and slowly. I walked to
each of their burial sites and placed a ﬂag on each

one.

I walked over to Roland, “You should stay here,

but I'm not evil.”

“You'll never find Regina,” his skeletal mouth
laughed raspy and sinister, like an old villain in one

of those B-List movies.

‘I wouldn't be so sure,” I smirked. I turned and
faced the woman who appeared. She pointed to the
ground. I looked down at his bones, and underneath
the shovel were piles of rocks. She didn’t speak, but 1
was certain he used the rocks to bury her. She
showed me what happened and how he ended up

dead on her burial site.

Regina appeared to Roland quickly to him after
he had finished his final burial of his last victim. He
was startled and fell on the rocks he used to bury

her. He hit his head and landed on his shovel.

| place(l a ﬂag at the top of the pﬂe of rocks. 1
grabbed his shovel out from under his bones and

used it to pull his bones into a pile of rotten leaves.

I nodded to Regina and turned around, heading

out of the woods. I used my cell and called Jack.

After I hung up, I looked around to see if there
was anyone else who needed my help. No one
appeared, yel the creek called out to me. Not the
family I met earlier, but a feeling I've never had

before.
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I followed the creek to the overlook that Jack had told me about. I'live just down there. It was almost
surreal, and I couldn’t believe that I didn't know the stories of the falls. And then I was surprised, if there
were people under the rocks, that they didn’t show themselves to me, but then I thought about the family.

Maybe they are where they want to be. Water can be very peaceful, for the living, and for the dead as well.
I closed my eyes and took a deep breath, and then opened them again, gazing at the blue sky.
In the distance, I could hear the motorcade of police and crime scene vehicles.
(A
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A LeRoy- Know Your Financial Rights

Genre: Nonfiction/Christianity & Spiritual Warfare

WE WERENOT BORN TO BE SLAVES!

Four great evils... Taxation, Inflation, Confiscation,
and Debt. All are impositions of men, all unlawtul,
all ungodly; all erushing our lives and livelihoods.
Here's how we defeat them.

In this final book of his Battle Manuals for
Freedom series, Abdiel LeRoy demolishes the lies
and schemes of the banking cabal that seek to
exploit you, enslave you, and finally to exterminate
you. Your td\(()mphdn(( he p()lnts out, has been
flllldlll{_) genocide,
rewarding banks w ho never lent you anything in
the first place, and the empty (hglts in your bank
account can be seized at a moment's notice.

your debt payments are

It is time to stop funding our demise and to
fransact in ways that lyrants can not monitor,
surveil, or control, but this path to liberation
should not be overly complicated or onerous.
Thus, with long experience as a financial
journalist writing for lay audiences, LeRoy cuts
through the fog and obfuscation.

A second Exodus has begun, and this book is
Ieading the way.

Amy’s Bookshelf Reviews
4 Stars

A LeRoy writes an interesting book about
financial rights

Know Your Financial Rights is a very interesting
book. | like reading A LeRoy's books. When you
read them, you don't have to

always agree with what his point of view is, but
| can tell you, he is intelligent and has
intelligent opinions. In this third book of his
Battle Manuals for Freedom, it focuses on
finances and the inalienable rights of finances
and financial freedom. A LeRoy has very
strong opinions, and he is not one of those
conspiracy theorists that no one pays attention
to. He is one person that many will agree with,
in part or all of what he is thinking. His own
opinions and beliefs are strong and come from
within himself. He believes that humans have
been lied to, consisting of programming and
conditioning, and that no matter what, we must
follow authority. He believes that people need
to reclaim their sovereignty and birthright, as
well as understanding what their rights actually
are. This is a very intriguing read, and he has
well thought-out options for achieving financial
freedom.
L






Anthony J. Mohr- Every Other Weekend:
Coming of Age with Two Different Dads

NF/Memoir

Anthony's father, Gerald Mohr, is a well-known
radio actor before slipping to the Hollywood B-list
thanks to the advent of television. Ace epting the
lead in a dying Swedish TV series, he falls for the
script girl and divorces Mohr's mother, who goes
on to meet and marry credit card industry pioneer
Stanley Dashew.

As his stepfather's career rises and his biological
father's eases downward, Anthony tries to find his
place. One weekend he's sailing on his stepfather's
fifty-eight-foot catamaran; the next, his Swedish
ste pnl()th(l tells him that they're poor. Coming of
age in a time when divoree is rare and viewed as
shocking, Anthony lives at the edges of what
others regard as a dream world, a place where
reality and fantasy blend, maps lead to the homes
of the stars, and obstacles abound.

Amy’s Bookshelf Reviews
4 Stars

Anthony J. Mohr writes an interesting memoir

Every Other Weekend Coming of Age with
Two Different Dads is a very interesting and
relatable book. This is the first book | have read
from this author. Mr. Mohr writes about his
experience as a child of divorced parents. Then,
his mother remarried, and he has a stepfather
and his biological father. Anyone who has
endured divorce or went from a two-parent
home, to a one parent home, can understand the
complexities of emotions, and even though the
grownups are dealing with it, too, the children
can suffer in silence. Children don't have
control over the actions of their parents, and
they certainly can't change the emotions
between parents. Anthony writes the story very
well, telling of how different the two
households, that he was shuttled back and
forth, were so different. | like that he says he
has two dads, because some stepchildren who
have a biological parent, don't always take to
having a new mother or a new father. Of
course, each parent, in his case, father, was
different. This was an emotional rollercoaster.

L






Olafur Gunnarsson- The Critic and other

Stories

Genre: F/short stories/Drama/Thriller

This gripping collection of 13 short stories will
keep you on the edge of your seat! Cynical tales
that will stick with you long after reading. Some
readers may even find some of the material
disturbing. Each story sparks a different
emotion, touching on a wide range of topics.
Featuring stories of bitter love, hard life lessons,
death, business trip savages, assault on a critic, a
serial killer novelist, crime family disputes,
religion, politics, and more. Narrated from the
point of view of various characters in and around
the district of Reykjavik.

This book is translated from Icelandic by David
McDuff and the Author except for "The Nazi" by
Philip Roughton and "The Wrath of Jehova" by
Sola Bjarnadottir O'Connell. "Death Comes At
Daybreak," and "Into the Fire" are translated by
Steven Meyers

The cover art is a painting titled "Head of
Medusa" by Caravaggio. Commissioned as a
ceremonial shield by Cardinal Francesco Maria
Del Monte in 1598.

Amy’s Bookshelf Reviews
4 Stars

Olafur  Gunnarsson
collection of stories

writes an intriguing

In The Critic and other Stories, there are
thirteen stories, and they all have the same
theme. If you read the prologue, which I
recommend of all books, you get the sense that
the narrator is reflecting on his life and death. |
haven't read anything by this author before, and
what a hidden gem. | always scrutinize short
stories more, because they aren't just short, they
have to have a beginning, middle and end, like
any story. | was very impressed by Olafur
Gunnarsson writing style and the theme of the
book. Stories need to bring in the reader, and
keep their attention, no matter the length. | read
through all 13 stories, my favorite, after
reading them all is Death comes at Daybreak.
It's the first story, but all of them are worth
reading. A reader can get lost in some of the
stories, and others, make you question things,
but if I told you, I'd give it away. An
unforgettable read. | am a big fan of short
stories, especially when they are written well,
and keep the reader's attention.
(A
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Beverly Twomey- The Necromancer's

Apprentice

Georgie would do an}’[hing to help his father -
even learn the dying art of necromancy.

Twelve-year-old Georgie works hard to care for his
grieving father while keeping his nosy younger
cousin oul of trouble. But when his father begins
to decline even further, Georgie decides to bring
back the one person who could do it all, his
deceased mother.

The local Necromancer is an awkward and solitary
man with an ancient black cat and a literal
skeleton in his closet. With a few words, he can
cause a dead sparrow to {ly, stop an animated
skeleton in its place, and even speak to the dead
themselves. Georgie is quickly swept away into a
world of skeletal horrors, abandoned graves, and
wizard duels where woodland creatures arm
themselves against the undead. But can he
convince the Necromancer to resurrect his
mother in time?

Perfect for fans of Diana Wynne Jones and T.
Kingfisher, THE NECROMANCER'S

APPRENTICE is a whimsical take on the process
of grieving and learning to live again.

Amy’s Bookshelf Reviews

4 Stars

What an intriguing story in The Necromancer's
Apprentice

In, The Necromancer's Apprentice, is introduced
to the world of magic, where the necromancer
becomes a major player in the story. If you're not

familiar with a necromancer, (I wasn't until a few
years ago, when 1 watched a show about
Supornatural and magical beings). I haven't read
work from this author before, and I enjoyed this
story. A necromancer can summon spirits, talk to
them, and even reanimate the dead. The story
isn't just about fantasy, but it is about grief, and
impending death of a loved one. Georgie is 12,
and is now in the position where he has to take
care of his father, whose health is going downhill
really quick, and his cousin. Georgie desperately
wants his father to gel better, so much that he is
willing to make a request of the necromancer.
This puts Georgie on a magical, yet horrifying
world, where wizards duel and forest animals
have to protect themselves against the
reanimated dead. Georgie may be brave, but he is
also scared and nervous about the world he has
entered. All he wants is to get his mother back,
from the dead.
/A









Robert Conlin - THE LEWISTON SHOOTINGS

Never again could anyone say, "It will never

happen here!"
Because it did.

October 25, working-class was just an ordinary
night in Lewiston, a small, working class city of
37,000 in central Maine. Friends and families had
gathered to do what they loved to do with the
people they wanted to be with at a bowling alley
called Just-in-Time Recreation Center and
Schemengees, a popular sports bar and restaurant.
They felt immune from the violent crime that
seemed to wrack the rest of the country in a state

that the FBI hadjust named the safest in America.

Then Robert Card 11, a deeply paranoid Army
Reserve soldier, walked into both places with a
high-powered rifle and opened fire, Killing 18
people and wounding 13 more. He then fled to a
third location, where according to the evidence
and the testimony of his best friend, he likely
planned to lay in wait and kill his ex-co-workers

when lhey came to work the next morning;

The tragedy is that the numerous red flags he had
raised in the months before weren't enough to
stop him before he carried out his terrible plan. A
combination of watered-down gun control laws
and law enforcement and military negligence

made sure of that.



Christie Valentine Powell- The Centaur Choice

About The Centaur Choice

Everyone knows that centaurs carry off
young women, but when Bree meets a
stallion in the wilderness, he’s kinder
and more interesting than any of the
estate’s highborn visitors. He can’t be
the monster that her brother describes.

But Dale the centaur has a secret: he
needs a woman to transform into a
centaur to save his young son.

Both families are torn and broken by the
conflict between species. Bree could
find healing and redemption among the
centaurs, but how much should she
change for a chance at a new beginning?

Find more about Christie Valentine
Powell at


http://www.thespectrabooks.com/




Rise Up by Amy Shannon

The spirit moves within the soul
rising up,
rising above,
leaving behind
that which brings you down
the pain, the anguish
dropping you to your knees
the tears that refuse to sprout
because it hurts too much
the hard gulps,
the searing stabs
the pulsing rumbles
dropping you to your knees
the spirit moves within your soul
risi ngup,
rising above,
leaving behind
that which brings you down
past Crashing into present
reality crashing into dreams
hearts pounding
bones cracking
The spirit moves within the soul
rising up,
rising above,
leaving behind
that which brings you down
inspire.
aspire.
be well.
be here.
always.



What makes you beautitul ... by Amy

Shannon

What makes you beautiful ...

You inspire without trying
You love unconditionally
You dance whether anyone is looking or not
You skip instead of walk
You smile when you want to cry
You cry because you laugh
You laugh because it's what you do
You are yourself
You are empatheti(:

You are compassionate
You lend your shoulder
You give yourself
You hold someone's hands
You rub someone's back
You share your life
You share your stories
You save others
An unsung hero
An ordinary human
You are you
|RA]



Rex Wilder- Rare Fuel

In Rare Fuel, Rex Wilder's fourth book, winner of
the Finishing Line Press Donna Wolf-Palacio
Poetry Prize, the author is "the Virgil who guides
us through the underworld of his own personal
hell" (George Bilgere), "his time as an inpatient in
a menlal health facility, alongside the Kindness,
the weirdness, the characters and the discoveries
he made there. You can place it alongside the
language's other great verse chronicles of
madness: Christopher Smart, say, or Ivor Gurney”
(Stephanie Burt). The book resonates with the
wisdom of a man "deeply invested in the mortal
world," as A.E. Stallings once highlighted. The
poems ring with "the exhilaration of freedom
from the chains of confinement" (Grace
Schulman). Rex Wilder does not merely return to
form here; he transcends it, offering readers a
rare and vibrant fuel to illuminate their darkest

nights.

Amy’s Bookshelf Reviews

5 Stars

A magnetically charged Prolific Poet

This collection of poetry and prose by Rex
Wilder is a remarkable work of words. The words
almost flow across the pages of Rare Fuel. I
enjoyed reading this collection, and entering the
mind of this prolific poet. Such a wonderful read.
My

favorite was Balance, because I can relate to his
words, which emote his feelings and thoughts.
Some think that a poem has to rthyme to be a
poem, though that is not true, when this poet
creales those lyrical rhymes about feelings, and it
shows a talent of a true poel. I love poetry,
especially well written, and 1 don't mean proper
stanzas or verse, but with free verse, it gives a lot
of leeway (o the poel. A freedom to put thoughts
and feelings to paper, and when you can show the
feelings through words, and the reader, can feel
it, then you know this is one of the better poets 1
have read. I loved this so much, I read many of
the poems twice. I love all types of poetry from
classic to contemporary, and this is just an
amazing collection. I am also very fond of Two
Harbors. In this collection, sometimes the poem
is short and other times long, and it doesn't
matter how long or short, but what the words
show when you read them. When you read them,
you feel them, and they aren't just words, but
something you can't even explain. I look forward

o reading more b}' this poet.

[






Elyse Hotfman- The Hangman's Master

In a world torn by hatred, reckless Stefan Harkel
finds himself expelled from home at sixteen and
drawn to the Nazi Party's Brownshirt Unit. But
when the Fiihrer turns against his own during the
Night of Long Knives, Stefan vows vengeance for
those he lost.

Joining an anti-Nazi resistance, Stefan’s thirst for
revenge leads him to a supernatural twist: he’s
chosen as a warden in Hell, granted a Contract for
Zone N-1, home to the soul of Reinhard Heydrich,
akey architect of the Holocaust. Yet, he’s not alone
in this dark game; a ruthless Nazi seeks to claim
the power of the Contracts for himsell.

As the fate of Europe hangs in the balance, Stefan
must protect his Contract from falling into enemy
hands, confronting the ultimate battle between

good and evil.

Amy’s Bookshelf Reviews

4 Stars

Elyse Hoffman writes a dramatic good versus evil
tale

In The Hangman's Master the reader is brought
into the life of Stefan Harkel, not your typical
teenager, but one who gets into trouble so much
that his family sends him packing. I haven't read
anything by this author before, and what a hidden
gem. | enjoyed it so much, that I have now

followed

the author and look for more books to read.
The Hangman's Master is part of the Project
613 series, and this is volume four. Set during
WWIIL, the story follows Stefan, initially
intrigued by a delusional dictator and the
Brownshirt Unit who blindly follow their
master. The plot takes an exciting and
unexpected twist as Stefan finds himself
facing a fate worse than death. Determined to
make the most of his circumstances, he seeks
the Hell contracts to avenge lives lost to
betrayal and a madman's treachery. This
chilling tale is filled with death at every turn,
maintaining a thrilling and intriguing pace
from start to finish.
|



Melina Druga- Sex & Surprises

Cassandra Hardwick wouldn't trade having her
globetrotting husband home for anything, but will
their barely tested parenting plans hold up when a
new baby gets added to the mix?

Cassie’s spent the last five years feeling like a

single parent to Megan and Josh while Nat was
gle | 8

t()uring the (t()untry with Dramatic Sneezer. Now

that his wife’s writing career is taking off, however,
there’s less pressure on Nat to play show after
relentless show; and he can finally offer Cassie
some much-needed relief from running the
household.

Of course, that's not all he brings to the table. With
no tour dates to stand in their way, the couple
waste no time indulging their high libidos. But
when Cassie discovers she’s pregnant with their
third child, the routine theyve just begun to

establish gets ripped out from under them, and

everything suddenly seems to be in a state of flux.

Spanning six years of Cassie’s diary entries, Sex
and Surprises follows the eponymous Rock Star’s
Wife as she tries to balance a happy marriage,
healthy parenting, and a promising career — all
while reckoning with the challenges a growing

family brings.

Amy’s Bookshelf Reviews
4 Stars
Melina Druga writes another grand Rock Star

Wife's Romance

This is volume five in the Rock Star's Wife, and
though each story is stand alone, you definitely
don't want to miss the romance from the
beginning. 1 believe it's important to know the
backstory of Cassie and her Rock Star husband,
Nat. I am a big fan of Melina Druga- and want to
read whatever this author writes. This author has a
grand imagination, and talent for showing the
story. Cassie loves her husband, and things really
heat up when they're together, but sometimes Nat
is gone on the road for long periods of time, and
Cassie is left to take care of the household. Cassie
is the mommy, and when Nat is gone, it takes tole
on their relationship. This story gets told by six
vears of diary entries, and the (rials and
tribulations, plus their intimacy that brings them
together, sensually. What a captivating and
romantic, yet down lo earth, where many of
parents can relate. Unpredictable, with twists all
the end. What

the way to an emotional

rollercoaster.









Elyse Hotfman- The Hangman's Master

In a world torn by hatred, reckless Stefan Harkel
finds himself expelled from home at sixteen and
drawn to the Nazi Party's Brownshirt Unit. But
when the Fiihrer turns against his own during the
Night of Long Knives, Stefan vows vengeance for
those he lost.

Joining an anti-Nazi resistance, Stefan’s thirst for
revenge leads him to a supernatural twist: he’s
chosen as a warden in Hell, granted a Contract for
Zone N-1, home to the soul of Reinhard Heydrich,
akey architect of the Holocaust. Yet, he’s not alone
in this dark game; a ruthless Nazi seeks to claim
the power of the Contracts for himself.

As the fate of Europe hangs in the balance, Stefan
must protect his Contract from falling into enemy
hands, confronting the ultimate battle between

good and evil.

Amy’s Bookshelf Reviews

4 Stars

Elyse Hoffman writes a dramatic good versus evil
tale

In The Hangman's Master the reader is brought
into the life of Stefan Harkel, not your typical
teenager, but one who gets into trouble so much
that his family sends him packing 1 haven't read
anything by this author before, and what a hidden
gem. | enjoyed it so much, that I have now

followed

the author and look for more books to read.
The Hangman's Master is part of the Project
613 series, and this is volume four. Set during
WWIIL, the story follows Stefan, initially
intrigued by a delusional dictator and the
Brownshirt Unit who blindly follow their
master. The plot takes an exciting and
unexpected twist as Stefan finds himself
facing a fate worse than death. Determined to
make the most of his circumstances, he seeks
the Hell contracts to avenge lives lost to
betrayal and a madman's treachery. This
chilling tale is filled with death at every turn,
maintaining a thrilling and intriguing pace
from start to finish.
|









Audiobook Janja Lalich - Take Back Your
Life: Recovering from Cults and Abusive

Relationships

Genre: Religion/Cults; Post-traumatic Stress Disorder
Narrated by: Becky Parker, Tyra Kennedy, Ryan Edlinger, Janja Lalich

Cult victims and those who have experienced
abusive relationships often suffer from fear,
confusion, low self-esteem, and post-traumatic
stress. Take Back Your Life explains the seductive
draw that leads people into such situations,
provides insightful information for assessing what
happened, and hands-on tools for getting back on
track.

Amy’s Bookshelf Reviews

5 Stars

Janja Lalich tells of experiences with cults and
abuse, and survival

In Take Back Your Life: Recovering from Cults and
Abusive Relationships, the listener is broughtinto a
world that if you've only seen in movies or
television, a totally different experience of being in
a cult. In our world today, it is not uncommon, and
some members are finally being caught and

prosecuted. It's another epidemi(t in our country

that until it's made public, not many people talk
about. Janja Lalich explains how one may be
enticed into that world, especially if they believe no
one cares of loves them, but then when reality sinks
in, and abuse, physical and sexual occurs, with
coercion, and believing there is no way out, defeat
in oneself can occur. I recommend that every one
listen to this book. First, because of how the book is
put together, it makes the story more dramatic,
where you get multiple actors, in the book, multiple
voices. To me, it's like a play on audio, and it
delivers, no matter the story. The terror, the
aftermath of one that leaves the cult, is one that can
last forever, and end up being part of the person
forever, even defining that person. Not everyone
gels out, or gets out alive, and that is another issue
with survival or belief in something that is not really
there. This book is entitled Take back your life, and
it is worth every single word, and if it can help
persons heal or start to heal, it has done its job. The
experience of the author is worth noting, and how
incredible a story, a true story of lives destroyed, and
lives that can heal, is remarkable. PTSD is no joke,
and many people who suffer from it, don't realize
that they have it, and it's not just for war-torn brave
armed forces, anyone suffering a trauma, can suffer.
I know; because I do.
A






Target Audience by Amy Shannon

After we finish writing our books, no matter the
type of book or genre the book fits into, or how
long or short it is, we need to figure out who is the
target audience of the story. That way, when we
market, we get an idea of who to market to, and if
we're looking for a publisher, agent or editor, we

also know who we're marketing it to.

It is not always easy to say my target audience is
one gender over another, or if it's a specific age
group (unless we're writing children's books or

erotica for a targeted 'adult’ audience).

One thing I have learned, though, is even when we
think we know who will be reading (or hope to have
read) our work, sometimes, it is not always so cul
and dry. I, personally, read anything, well, anything
that is well-written, and I will enjoy that, not just as
a reviewer, but as one who also reads books (yes,
print copy of books) for research, or just
entertainment. Everything from biographies to
self-help books, to the classics (and much, much
more). In my writing, I have asked others to read
some of my stories, not just females within a
certain age group, but males as well. I find I get
different perspectives of the type of stories based
on the gender of the reader, as well as the age of the
reader, and 1 take all comments (positive and

negative) into consideration.

So, if you know your target audience, find some
readers who don't "fit" in that audience and see
what they say. You may be limiting your promotion
and marketing to readers where there are so many
other demographics out there. Never limit yourself
or your writing; Also, pursue those readers who may
be just waiting to find a book such as yours (or
mine).
|RA]






W. D. Kilpack III- Rilari: Book Four of

New Blood

Genre: F/Epic Fiction

The future of Mankind relies on the Guardian of
Maarihk. Can he and the Knights of Ril resist forces

bent on deslroying Mankind's last ho pe?

In the absence of the Guardian of Maarihk, the
Usurper’s venom has extended beyond the Gulf of
Braag, seeding unrest and hatred for all things.
Maarihkish. Natharr and the Knights of Ril must
overcome malice and the ramifications of Ellis the
Elder’s boundless past that even Sight cannol
reveal. The Rilari stand alone in a world in turmoil
as they discover the tremendous reach of the
Usurper’s vizier. Even the endowments of the
Daemons of Order are unable to withstand the

ravages of fighling to survive on Rilari loyalties.

Meanwhile, Nathan and his summoned companion
must rely on the teachings of both Natharr and
Quiet One to carve out their place in the Maarihk
Empire. Skill with a sword is only the beginning of
their treacherous path, as fraught with peril as
Darshelle’s as she flees the animus of the ancient

wood.

Amy’s Bookshelf Reviews

5 Stars

W. D. Kilpack 111 writes another epic tale in the
New Blood Saga

In Rilari, the reader is brought back to the saga of
New Blood. Rilari is part of the New Blood Saga,
and this is volume four. I am a big fan of W. D.
Kilpack 111, and read whatever this author writes,
especially this saga. It's pretty amazing, Long reads
are [ine with me, as long as the story keeps the
reader interested in what is going on. Not all long
reads can hold the reader's attention, but this one
does. Incredible characters, and they are written as
you can imagine people, with layers and depth, and
growth throughout the stories. Natharr is one
unforgettable character, strong and decisive, but
also with grand flaws that all heroes should have,
humanity. Guardian of Maarihk is what keeps the
world together, but if the world falls into chaos and
destruction, who can protect it. A very
unpredictable story, my favorite kind! This story is a
wondrous trail of words. What a sci-fi fantastical
marvel. I think this was my favorite one so far, and 1
know there is more to read. Rilari is both thrilling
and intriguing;, all the way to the end.
[RA]
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