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More Than a Guiding Force: The Life
and Legacy of Lucretia Foot Booth
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Tiacrdia Food Pl was o
b 10y Trory, MY, fhe cnly ol
of Bhvenezer Foot and Betsey Cok
ool She grew i i i howsedud]
dooply committed to oducation.
Bctsoy and Ebencrer wimted thelr
abortgghbier by T thies besd acoelenic
foumndatien  posstble. Lucretia
incrited & dodication to learning
and spporiing edvcatioral aqul
ity tor girs, ensuring they moctaxd
A paralic] education from those of
e e courdenrss

Her cfforts mirmomed ber
mibers acions, whose vision
for academbke  accessbilliy  led
1 the charter created for the
Linton School for (s n Albary,
MY, which became The Albany
Acaclerny for Garls, when @ opened
in 1814 -a ploceering  seml
mary talicaim] In rl'l-in'l'ﬂ_;_ Fnmp
wonmen the same academic oppor-
tunities 28 young men Betsey
recegnizead the sgmificant disgquri-
lies im acackmic oppartnity ancl

urged Eheneger, a promidnent L

ver, by cresibe (he schonilfs charier,
Thear shamsl bedied’ was thal “girls
and wornen are not only disery-
g ool higher eoeation |l fully
capabbe of leading indelbectuaBy and
socially engaged Iives”™

for the 19th centnry, the word
semimary denobes Instiutions dedl-
cated bo higher learming for women,
arul B ool Bl ey rdw:ux ahi-
cation. Female seminarics fooused
i feachivg youiy women sl
llu_‘l.'a. st ax |iﬂnu|i“|:|n. sl
arithmctic, and Ikcrature. Both the
Pt s s et prannidient n
sociely, wilh the resmusces o puss
on Enoswlodge and prestipe to their
descendanis. The Alany Instfute
of FEfory & Art has a palisting
of Lt Foot as a child by an
urkniown anttst, a tesdament 1o the
social status of 1he fmaby.

The men im the familbics
wepe  aducabors,  bwvers, and
i Foth families  emigned
trm Enpglamd diaring the ookonal
period ‘Lhe weslth and predige
of the Fouls provicled them with
thiz ability 1o send thelr male chil
dren o shudy lew or bigher edu
cailinn. The [Enerlions il waHmen)
before Betsey and Lucretta stood
with thetr usbands, who ako
kerwew tha: importance: of wial heir
wife brought to thelr selationship,
an uncomenon relationship 3 the

L Tm 1820, Tiexelia Fsd ieeur-
rieel Teddbwrm Tl wiue vernadid
establish the Ballon Spa Female
Semlmry in 1824 ||Iu|.'-'ud ||:.'
her mothers unwivering  com-
mitnment to education, Lucotia
gl Lebberss i open the s
nary, ensuring that voung women
hiad mocess to the same acadomic
mstrnaction thet she ol Thinggh
soverdy overiookd by history,
Lucrrtlass steadiast advocacy koft a
Lt e vwaek, shapireg opportisnities
for prmerations of yFoung women,
Uiespite her pivotal sole. an
arilde detalling the schoalk foind
ing el only Lebbows, not-
ing tht forty woimen were Inittally
ensolled. Flowewer, both Lucretk
anel Lebbes verme actively imdvd
In shapirg the seminary, overses
img s operalions, mlqhﬂqu
it curricuhum o provdcde shudents
wilth a comprehensive education.
Tebhes  Bawah  cexlicnbexd
his mmer b einetion o [ah-
e service In saratoga County,
comtritmiimg. do bath civic and
nl'gl'm- mslihatioes. & cowmomi-
ted member of Christ Epscopal
Cluanchy, be servel as oam commils-
slomeT and later bocame County
Superintendent of the Poor In
B4, waorking (o sy s in
noed. His keadership codionded into
financial and comnunky onga-
mibilione, '|Ii|.11.||.tl; the anﬂh:ll il
Vice Prosident of the Ballsion 5pa
?Mh:ﬂ.lﬁ]lkaudp.hﬁhhﬂﬂ ol the
Sarsilogs Conaily Bilde Socleiy.
lucretis and Lebbeus had
twelve children, seen of whom
tien] bedfore emiering ahahood
Elizabeth, thor fr chiid, and
chusghter, livedd fifisen vears.
Thelr first lorm son, Mos

S, where he lived for 30 yoars
unid his death,

lohn Chester 1 esiablished &
provae schood in Cranesville, abou
two miles north ol the village, He
becamne a successfal atfoemey and
ako had an imened im0 hisdory,
compling 4 detalled account of
Sarabesg County-—-a wark he com
pletisl iy yars lerdiaer i abimath,
Johrs  reseanch was  published
posttaimoushy when  Edward |
Corea: iuxarpueraiend his history inlo
Centennial History of the Village
of Ballson Spa In 1507, John died

al 2, leaving bebiod b wile,
Margied, and their I dkmyls-
ters, Hlla and Mattie (Marthal
Thagically, Maiflie soon soccurnbed
‘tovdiiphitheria at age soven

Tragedy stnack: Lucretizs fam-
iy regsemteclly. lnfil son, fustah
Cunicy, bved ust over 8 months,
[mfant demghter Martha died at 2
i, Bl besr noamesske Marika
T grew wp and marmied Lindskey
Soche in 1852 Sochws family was
ane of the fird ciilzers of Baldton
Spa. Linddey & crondiod fo be a
e o hoinor, prestige, amd fatth
Having, saffened from conamp
tion, the family spent the winters
I By Onleans, and the rest of the
vear | Ballston Spa. Lindsdey died
vommgg ab 349, Martha Inad on o 82,

nfnt  cesghters,  Mary
[ixred@m, aml i'l.'hr:f lagavdia 0T,
otk clied bwefore thetr seconed birth-
i Yoursg adult, labells “Bells”
lies] ol 17 fmwm asrwilagknes lirver,
while atenuding Troy Semirary: She
was o be part of the pracusting
adirzs il 15 She never grxhsil,

Memghier Tocnels  maied
thie Beverend Geonge Washington
Mean 5TT He was the aup-
lin and instructor of Latin and
metaphysics 10 St Agmes School,
ankl alomnd profesar af the o
dence of rovealed mligion In the
CGioneral Theobogical Seminary In
M Wik O3y Tle Gomirhe] ibe
5. Stephenss collegr at Arnandale
P sl vesaars De it pectint off Chirial
Cimmct, 'Ihll'dl:n.""u s Bl weik
rector af S Stepherts Church, al
Schenderdlle, wnid his death in
180 Locretts 18 died T preu
IR 3l BS,

Lixretts by follwwing bher
imwbers infhsence, inspired her
awn dedication to educrtional
marricdd men whin believed their
wives shimld be by their side, nol
ang sep behind them Lebbous
ahieed ot Ahn [R5, wath marasmes
{malrrition) cled as the cose
af deathy. Liscretts Ived another 13
vesrsaned died in Balsion Spaal the
agp of 67, In 1872 Luscretta and her
fanully are biired In the Balidon
Sw "u."llhg,: Crarediery, m 1= Rty
Tamilfy plot.
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