
The inherent curiosity

‘The important thing is not to stop 

questioning. Curiosity has its reason 

for existing.’

Albert Einstein

How do we as teachers promote 

curiosity in the classroom?



T H E  J O Y  O F  

L E A R N I N G :

C O G N I T I V E  

L E A R N I N G  

T H R O U G H  

A F F E C T I V E  

T E A C H I N G



What is joy?

What does a joyful class look like?



A joyful teacher:

Often, we are the only adults in the classroom 

and behaviour for teaching and learning is our 

priority. And yet if we appear joyous and happy, 

this can have a great impact on a pupil’s focus 

and enthusiasm for the lesson! 



Knowing your students and having empathy:

• Everyone is an individual with individual needs.

• Bad behaviour is often a symptom of unhappiness.

• Trauma can affect concentration, communication and behaviour.

“How are you?”

“How are you feeling?”

“Can I help at all?”



Errors

Errors and mistakes are an integral 

part of the learning experience. 

Yet, when pupils make mistakes in 

front of their class-mates they can 

feel upset and unworthy. Some 

pupils need a softer approach. 

Kind words, individual questioning 

while the rest of the class is 

working hard on a task can give a 

young person the confidence to 

have a go next time! 

The Learning Pit

https://www.learningpit.org/


Recall:

Low stakes recall in every 

lesson can make pupils 

more confident and add a 

competitive edge!

It also trains the brain!

Hermann Ebbinghaus 

found…

What Is The 

Forgetting Curve 

(And How Do You 

Combat It)? - 

eLearning Industry

https://elearningindustry.com/forgetting-curve-combat
https://elearningindustry.com/forgetting-curve-combat
https://elearningindustry.com/forgetting-curve-combat
https://elearningindustry.com/forgetting-curve-combat
https://elearningindustry.com/forgetting-curve-combat




Collaborative learning can be a source of immense joy:

• Getting students to work in pairs or groups can seem a 

horrifying challenge for teachers, but by facilitating group tasks 

we are empowering students to take ownership of their 

learning!

• This can help with teamwork, pride in work and a better 

understanding of pupils’ own abilities and skills. 

• It can also help build confidence if we take time to organise 

each group



Cultivating curiosity and real-world relevance:

Disadvantaged students have less cultural capital. Their understanding of the world, and 

each other, is limited because they have not had the experiences of their peers.

Making what they are learning more relevant to their world can bridge the gap! When 

students make links between what they learn and their lives, learning becomes more 

personable and relevant.



How do we make learning the following joyful?

1. Shakespeare

2. The transatlantic slave trade

3. Algebra

4. Human biology

What strategies could you use 

to make teaching effective?

10 minutes then feedback.



1. Shakespeare

Modern day comparisons:

Turn your class into the cast:

Copyright 2023 Grand Canyon University



2. The transatlantic slave trade

Olaudah Equiano 

Heroes of abolition…

Copyright BBC 2014



“In the study, half of the 
students chose one of several 
categories that interested 
them — things like music, 
movies, sports, social media 
— and were given an algebra 
curriculum based on those 
topics.  The other half 
received no interest-based 
personalization… Walkington 
found that students who had 
received interest-based 
personalization mastered 
concepts faster.”
Copyright 2013-2023 MANEUVERING THE MIDDLE

3. Algebra



4. HUMAN BIOLOGY

https://youtu.be/D9tTi-CDjDU

Teaching Biology through the Corona 

Virus:



And finally…

My 11 year old daughter hates 

Mathematics!

Can you help?



Any questions?



A  J OY F U L  T H A N K  YO U !
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