Sermon – Sunday 10th May 2026 – Sixth Sunday of Easter (Yr A)

May I speak in the name of the living God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

If we read the Gospels, we will see Jesus meeting people where they are.

He would go to the synagogues, to the Temple in Jerusalem, out into the countryside, the villages around Galilee, the marketplace – anywhere where people would be.

Often people would come to him – remember the occasion when Jesus and the disciples had crossed the lake hoping to arrive at a quiet spot for a bit of peace and rest, only to find that the crowds had run around the lake and were waiting to greet them.

Jesus didn’t expect people to physically travel to see him – when he said, “Come to me all who are heavy laden and I will give you rest”, he is speaking of a spiritual relationship with him, not solely being in his physical presence.

And this makes sense if we think about it, as Jesus in our Gospel is preparing his disciples for the time that he will leave them – his words “I will not leave you orphaned” speak of his leaving and the gift of the Holy Spirit - although the disciples at that moment did not fully comprehend what he meant.

Jesus in meeting people where they were meant that he could speak to them in a manner that related to their everyday lives and the challenges that they were facing.

Thus, his parables of lost sheep, of fields full of wheat and weeds, of difficult family relationships would have rung true.

And it was through such parables or real-life situations, he could speak spiritual truths and show people the way to a relationship with God, that people were searching for and which the religious leaders of the day were complicating with their strict insistence to the adherence to the Law.

This pattern of meeting people where they are is also reflected in our reading from the Acts of the Apostles when Paul was in Athens.

As well as going to the synagogue, he also went to the marketplace and started talking to the Greeks.

What is striking in the account that we heard read, is that he did not initially start talking about Jesus or the Hebrew Scriptures – remember the New Testament had not been written at this point – and to talk of the Scriptures to non-Jews – they would not have understood what he was talking about.

Rather, Paul started engaging with the Greeks on subjects that they would have been familiar with – art, culture, poets, popular ideas.

And it was through these aspects of their lives that he was able to bring into the conversation Jesus.

As was recorded, Paul referenced the altar with the inscription “To an unknown God” and challenged them with his relationship with the living God.

He contrasts their belief and reliance on shrines made by human hands, to the living God that he had encountered on the road to Damascus.

Through his conversation with the Greeks, he was able to talk about a relationship with God and the call to repentance and the end of time as our reading from Acts recounts.

Both Jesus and Paul in their approach to meeting with people give us an example to follow – of meeting people where they are and of talking about the things that matter to people.

Too often people can be put off from religion – whatever faith – by the impression that it is not relevant to their lives and those of us who are entrusted with preaching and teaching do not really understand the reality of their daily lives and thus set impossible demands.

Hence the message can seem distant and irrelevant and almost of a different world.

Several years ago, I asked a question as part of the sermon or talk as to where Jesus would go if he had been born now rather than some 2,000 years ago and one of the children shouted out McDonalds which elicited much laughter.

But that is the point – today Jesus would be found at McDonalds – other fast-food franchises are available – as that is where people are – or at the shops, sporting events, the gym, school, the pub for example.

And more than this, he would be talking to people about the things that matter in their daily lives – some 2,000 years ago it was sheep, fish and wheat for example, today it might be potholes, fly-tipping or the cost of petrol – and yes I know we have just had the local elections – but hopefully you get the point.

For it is through relating with people where they are both physically and practically, that we can start to talk to people about our faith and Jesus.

If we think about it for a moment, we can hopefully relate our faith to our attendance at Church and we are comfortable talking to those around us about God and how God is working in our lives.

Yet the 2-3 hours that we may spend a week at Church is but a small fraction of the week – where are we spending our time and who are we meeting?

More importantly, what we are talking about and are we relating God to what is happening in our and their lives?


Are we overt about our faith – if we are at work and people ask what we did at the weekend, do we say that we went to Church or do we miss that part out of our weekend activities?

Do we talk about how God has been working in our lives and has guided and equipped us for the work that we do or the other responsibilities that we hold?

Are we bold enough to say that we are a Christian or to express a Christian point of view in a conversation about a particular issue?

Obviously, I am at a slight advantage as most of the time when I am meeting people I am wearing a dog collar, and people will naturally raise spiritual matters with me or expect me to give a particular view.

It will be interesting in a few weeks’ time how I approach this subject when I will no longer be wearing a dog collar for most of the time.

How courageous will I be?

We may feel ill-equipped to have such conversations which is natural – we may not be comfortable talking about our faith or entering into dialogue with strangers.

Jesus, in our Gospel, reminds us that we are not alone.

He knew that the disciples would be concerned about the future and what was going to happen, as we reflected on last week when Thomas asked Jesus the question as to where he was going.

Jesus continues his conversation with the disciples by reassuring them that his Father would give them a helper or comforter, the Holy Spirit or Spirit of Truth that would be with them for ever.

It is the gift of the Spirit that we celebrate at Pentecost in a couple of weeks’ time and all of us who profess a faith in Christ have been equipped with to help us live as Christians in a difficult world.

Thus, when we are out and about meeting and talking with people we can ask for God to equip us through the Spirit to have the words to say and to present opportunities for conversations where we can express the love of God.

And we need to pray that God will give us those opportunities where we can bring God into the conversation and meet people where they are. For it is often in these chance encounters that people come to faith and make changes in their lives that can have eternal consequences.

Amen.
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