Sermon – Sunday 30th November 2025 – Advent Sunday (Yr A)

May I speak in the name of the living God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Today we are starting our preparations for Advent and over the next 4 Sundays we will be preparing to welcome afresh our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

This period of Advent is one of waiting and expecting at two levels.

At one level we are waiting to celebrate afresh the birth of our Lord and Saviour on Christmas Day and at another level we are waiting to greet afresh our Lord upon his return at the end of time, as we are reminded in our Gospel reading.

Indeed, Jesus speaks of the suddenness of his return and that it could happen at any moment – thus the warning in this passage and in other passages in the Gospels to be alert and expectant and going about the Lord’s work.

As with many of the seasons of the Church’s year – and today is the start of the new church year – the Lectionary moves to Year A in the three year cycle and Year 2 for the weekdays for those of you who note these things – there is always the danger that we allow the season to drift by as we figuratively tick off the various services or events that take place.

Later this morning you will be able to pick up a leaflet with details of the Christmas and New Year services – Nativity Play, Carol Service, Midnight Mass, Christmas Day, Watch Night – and we can mentally countdown to them – just as we might tick of the days to the end of term or our favourite football team’s fixtures – or open the doors on our Advent calendar as we move towards 25th December.

Yet as Christians we are asked to engage at another level with this period and to think about what we are building up to and the journey that we are making towards the crib at Bethlehem.

For we are on a journey as we accompany Mary and Joseph on that difficult journey.

We are reminded of this journey through the people that have helped prepare the way and who are represented by the candles on the Advent wreath that we light at the beginning of each service on the 4 Sundays of Adnet, culmination with the middle white candle on Christmas Day – Midnight Mass.

These are the Patriarchs, the Prophets, John the Baptist and Mary, the Mother of our Lord.

All pointed God’s people towards the birth of Jesus and foretold of God’s great gift of his Son – as we are reminded in John’s Gospel:

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that all who believe in him shall not die but shall have eternal life”

A theme of generosity – the greatest gift of all time that demands a response from each one of us.

Paul, in the Letter to the Romans, that we heard as our second reading, reminds the early Church in Rome that they are called to put on the armour of light and turn away from the works of darkness.

He, too, stresses that the time of the Lord’s return is closer than when they first believed – as it is for all of us – and that they should live accordingly – making no provision for the flesh.

We could be forgiven as we look around us to think that Christmas is already here, with many shops already decorated, Christmas trees appearing, and radio stations playing the Christmas music on an almost perpetual loop.

It is, as always, a struggle to ensure that the real meaning of Christmas is not lost amidst the glitter and the myriad of things that we think we need to do to celebrate Christmas.

Rather we need to focus on the gift of life that we are preparing to celebrate and to ensure that we reflect on the generosity of God in all that we do, both now and in the future once the Christmas excesses have disappeared and we are in the cold light of January.

Our God is a generous God – if we read the Scriptures we recall numerous occasions of the generosity of God, from the world that God created at the start of time, the provision to the Israelites in the wilderness, provision to individuals – Abraham and Sarah, Ruth to name but two – time precludes us from listing every occasion that is recorded in the Bible.

God is generous and it is this generosity that we are called to respond to.

One of my favourite Christmas hymns – “In the bleak midwinter” which has the wonderful words at the end of the final verse: -

“What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb;
It I were a wise man I would do my part, yet what I can I give him:
Give my heart.”

In other words, our response should be total and complete – not half-hearted and wishy washy.

And how should that response be evidenced?

By the way in which we live and how we respond to God’s generosity in the use of our time, talents and our money.


As we will think about over the coming Sundays leading up to Christmas, various people responded with generous hearts to God’s call on their lives: -

· We think of Mary, responding to the call from God to be the mother of Jesus, with all that this meant both at that moment in time but also for the rest of her life, 

· We think of Joseph, remaining loyal to God and to Mary.

· We think of the generosity of the Innkeeper is making room in the stable.

· We think of the generosity and obedience of the shepherds in greeting the newborn baby.

· And the gifts given by the wise men when they visited the Holy family.

As we think of these examples of generosity we think about our own generosity and what we can offer.

Over the next couple of weeks, we shall be continuing the theme of generosity as we journey towards Bethlehem and reflecting on how we can respond, both is being generous with our time, using our talents, and also our money as we seek to support the work of God’s Church here is this place and within our community.

Our God is a generous God, and as we journey on, let us be thankful and reflect on our own response to the gift of life.

Amen.
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