R ORDINANCE NO. 9-09

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN FOR THE VILLAGE OF SPENCER
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Village of Spencer, Ohio, three-fourths (3/4) of
its members concurring herein as follows:

1. That the Village of Spencer hereby adopts the Village of Spencer Comprehensive
Plan effective 2009 to 2030, a copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein as
"Exhibit A."

2. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for
the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the Village of Spencer, Ohio, and for the
particular reason that the Village of Spencer is in need of an updated Comprehensive Plan that is
supportive of zoning regulations reasonably enforceable in the Village of Spencer and that this

Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage.

PASSED: May 20, 2009

Ly o

TOEMMY RAMEY, Mayor

-ATTEST: -

Qﬁu/tc{ @@W

SHERI RAMEY, Village Fiscal Officer
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2030 Vision Statement

The Village of Spencer will be a sustainable place where:

o Residents, young and old, will work together to help others; .
o Officials will seek opportunities to provide a safe and secure community atmosphere;
e Areliable employment base will be successfully sustained; .

e Existing neighborhoods will be preserved and enhanced, and a wide variety of new
housing for all life cycles will be provided near work sites with modermn technological
features, designed to accommodate alternative transportation options; and,

o Recreational facilities, open space, parks and other natural features, will be available and
maintained to encourage healthy residents and a high quality of life.

" The Future Plan for the Village of Spencer |

The Village of Spencer is a community that is self-sufficient and progressive. It has a

respectable balance of recreational spaces, housing and public services that come together to

create a community with residents that are healthy, caring and involved. To continue the
synergy that exists, the community endeavors to plan for its future in a manner that 1s
sustainable. Sustainability’ is defined as developing in a manner that meets the-needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. The

Village of Spencer, by adopting this 2030 Comprehensive Plan document, is committing to

continue on a sustainable course that it has long ago established for itself by: -

° Maintaining the parks and open Space in a manner that draws residents of both the
-Village and the Township into their places for the purpose of exercising and enjoying
‘nature, ‘

e Maintaining existing homes and buildings in a manner that allows for residents from all
stages of life to continue to live, work, and shop in Village of Spencer, and

e FEncouraging light industry that will provide the residents of the Village and Township
with a quality of life to which they have become accustomed.

1 :
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Chapter 1 — The Comprehensive Planning Process

trends.  The purpose of the planning process ig threefold: to provide the future vision for the
village throu gh evaluation of the existing conditions and future goals and objections, to provide a
technical database for legal support in the use of the land, and to provide the framework for
implementation of the Comprehensive Plan. A Comprehensive Plap provides a community with
the Opportunity to guide physical development and redevelopment through the identification of
key policies, and goals of the residents with respect to public health, safety and genera] welfare.

The Village of Spencer contracted with the Medina County Department of Planning Serviceg to
provide guidance and prepare the Village of _Spenc.e_r 2030 Comprehensive Plan. A
Comprehensive Plap Steering Committee was established and monthly meetings were held to
discuss the vision of the future of the Village of Spencer. |

stakeholders, who included Police Chief Eugene Rice, Assistant Fire Chief Franz Stefan,
Spencer Sewer and Water Department William Albrecht, Lorain-Medina Rural Electric
Cooperative, Inc. General Manager Markusg Bryant and Terry Mazone, to gain insight into future
community needs.

Outside resources who served to complement the data, studies and reports referenced in this
document included Emergency Management Agency Director, Charles (Buck) Adams, Bethany
Dentler, Director Medina County Economic Development Corporation,

2
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Chapter 2 _Village of Spencer History

Village of Spencer was incorporated in 1914. However, there is a great deal of history prior the
establishment of the village. In 1823, John P. Marsh settled in what is now known as Spencer
Township. He was the first white man to do so. The rest of his family soon joined him. In the
years that followed, several other families settled in what is now Spencer Township.

The first settlers congregated at a point along River Road, now known as River Corners.
Spencer Township was organized and named on February 18, 1832. At that time, it was n
Lorain County and remained sO until 1839. The first settlers wanted to name the township after
John P. Marsh. They suggested Marshfield, or Marshtown, but John Marsh felt that the name did
not fit the topography of the area. Then, Calvin Spencef, who owned the saw and grist mills,
offered to give $50 in lumber to build a schoolhouse if they would name the township after him.
This was agreed upon and Spencer Township got its name.

The first school term was held in a cabin owned by John P. Marsh. This school was soon
abandoned, and the settlers leased a lot and built a log schoolhouse, but the building burned in
1833. The lumber donated by Calvin Spencer was used to build the next school. It was -
completed in 1834, at the site of the burned structure. It was used for education and as a center
of entertainment for the settlers. ' '

Smith Road, the northern boundary of the Township, was the earliest known road in the area.
When John Marsh settled in-Spencer Township, he came on what is now Spender Mills Road.
This eventually became the first road developed in the Township. From 1851 to 1852, a large
Elyria company built the Wooster to Elyria plank road, built of oak and elm planks. -

A mail route was established between the two cities and business interests increased in Spencer

Township. However, it was the construction of the Wheeling and Lake Erie Railway, beginning
in 1874, which started activity in Centerville, now Village of Spencer.

Railroad operations began i 1881, prompting the decline of activity in River Corners.
Gradually, the settlers moved toward the township’s center. The post office relocated and new
businesses sprang up including a flour mill, grain warehouse, and lumber company. Centerville,

now Village of Spencer, was eventually formed.

In 1914, Village of Spencer was incorporated. Spencer Light and Power Company was formed
in 1919, providing electricity to Village of Spencer. Today, electricity is provided by Lorain
Medina Rural Electric. A fire department was organized in 1920. The village water system was
installed between 1946.and 1948. In 1963, a severe drought brought about the construction of a

' third reservoir. Funds for the reservoir were donated by JI.B. Firestone.  Construction of the

sanitary sewer system began in 1970 and completed in 1972. In 1966, Village of Spencer and
Township became the recipient of a trust fund established in will of John B. Firestone, president
of Farmers Savings Bank at time of his death. The trust fund has put thousands of dollars into .

~village and township projects, organizations and schools as well as funds for local students to

attend college.

3
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Chapter 3 Regional Context

The Village of Spencer is located in s‘outhwestern Medina County, Ohio. at the crossroads of SR
301 and SR 162, and it is adjacent to Chatham Township to the east and Homer Township to the
south. It is less than three miles from Lorain County to the north and west, three miles from
Ashland County to the southwest and eight miles from Wayne County to the south. The village
has a total area of 1.0 Square miles (2.6 km?), of which, 1.0 square miles (2.6 km?) of it is land

Nearby smaller, local markets include Wellington, Lodi, Medina, and Wadsworth. The
Immediate surrounding communities are made up of mostly single family residences and farms.
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Chapter 4 Existing Land Uses '
Existing Land Use and Undeveloped Lands in the Village of Spencer are depicted on Map No. 2.

Residences . .
The residences in the Village of Spencer are single family homes with a number of multifamily

residences. The residences are Jocated in neighborhoods on or close to the intersection of SR
301 and SR 162. The Village of Spencer has approximately 127 acres currently used for
residential purposes. This makes up 0% more or less of the total land within the village. '

Agriculture

Most of the agricultural land in the Village of Spencer is cropland. This land is located in the
periphery of the village near, or north of, SR 162. Approximately 35%, or 224 acres, of the land
in the Village of Spencer is used for agriculture. This is the largest land use category in the
Village. The amount of 1and included in the agricultural land use will most likely change in the
future. The industrial park on the north side of the village has been approved and development
of that site will take place over the next 5 years. Any new residential development will take
place on agricultural land; nearly all of the undeveloped land is currently used for agriculture.

Parks/Open Space ,

Village of Spencer has two p rks amounting to approximately 140 acres. This makes up about
22% of Village of Spencer®. Both parks are located in the south side of the Village. The 132
acre Firestone Park, located east of SR 301, has ball fields, pavilions, basketball courts, tennis
courts a trail system and wooded area. The Village of Spencer Park, located west of SR 301 is
about 7.5 acres in size and contains a playground, pavilion, and picnic area. This park is part of
a 44 acre parcel owned by the Village. :

*NOTE* 22 % is not reflected in the land use map or land use table due to a large portion of
Firestone Park being forest and/or water. Those areas have been identified with their respective
land use classifications rather than as park land. Approximately 68 acres of parkland is shown as
either forest or water.

Forest

Forests make up approximately 121 acres in the Village of Spencer. As stated above, almost 70
acres are located in the parks. The remaining forests are located throughout the Village, ranging
i size from 1 acre to 10 acres, except for a 20 acre area owned by the Village of Spencer located
west of Spencer Village Park. The smaller areas of forest may change in the future as they are
potentially developed.

Commercial

" The commercial uses in the Village of Spencer include the bank, restaurants, auto repair and

other services. Most of these uses are located near the center of the Village. The total amount of
commercial land in Village of Spencer is about 17.2 acres making up about 2.7 % of the Village.

Industrial

The industries in the Village of Spencer include Spencer Feed and Supply, Spencer Forge and
Preston Industries. These industries are located along the west side of SR 301 near both
railroads. The Village of Spencer has 25 acres of industrially-used land, about 3.9 % of the total
area. This land use category will be increasing in size over the next several years. The industrial

5
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park that has been approved is located in the recently annexed area on the north side of the
village, west of SR. 301,

Public/Institutional

Transportation

The two major roads in the Village of Spencer are SR 301 which runs north/south through the
Village and SR 162 which runs cast/west. Two major railroads intersect in the north side of
Village of Spencer, both owned and operated by Wheeling and Lake Erie Railway. Both
railroads cross SR 301, at which there are lights and gates. One of the railroads crosses SR 162,
with gates and lights in place. The roads and railroads in Village of Spencer make up
approximately 16.2 acres.

Water :

The major water bodies in the Village of Spencer are located in the south side of the Village.
Coon Creek flows from west to east through the parks and into the East Branch of the Black
River, east of the Village. Smaller streams and ponds are scattered throughout the Village.
‘Water bodies make up almost 14 acres in the Village.

Undeveloped ’ o

Undeveloped land in the Village of Spencer includes land that has not been developed or
dedicated as park land. The undeveloped land in the Village of Spencer is nearly all agricultural
with some forest. There are - approximately 178 acres of undeveloped land in the Village,
generally located in the peripheral areas in the east, west, and north.

[
Spencer Village Existing Land Use Figure 1
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Chapter 5 Demographics and Housing - Trends and Existing Conditions
Population and Households

The Village of Spencer has experienced stable population growth over the past 15 years as
demonstrated in Table 1. Historically, growth has been slow; especially when compared to some
of the surrounding communities. The Village has grown at a significantly slower pace than
Medina County and slightly slower than the State. However, Spencer Township has shown
significant growth, even when compared to other communities in the area. A portion of the slow
growth in the Village is largely due to lack of space. Prior to the recent annexation of the CEDA
property, the Village was about .9 square miles. This is significantly less when compared to the
average township in Medina County.

Spencer Village Historical Population

Population
0
()
[

1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

Year

Table 1 Historical Population

Although the population of the Village of Spencer showed slow growth, the number of
households grew more significantly. ‘However, the growth in the aumber of households was still
slow in comparison with surrounding communities. Household size decreased dramatically.
This trend is occurfing throughout Medina County and the State of Ohio. The decrease in
household size has been relatively greater in the Village of Spencer than in surrounding
communities. This explains the significant difference in population growth when compared to
the growth in the umber of households. Shown in Tables 2 and 3.

7
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Total Population Change: 1990-2000

Community 1990 2000 Change Percant
Spencer Village 725 747 21 2.89%
Spencer Townshi p 1,060 1,682 622 58.68%
Penfield Township 1,312 1,690 378 28.81%
Litchfield Township 2,506 3,250 744 29.69%
Chatham Township 1,799 2,158 359 19.96%
Harrisville Township 1,734 1,853 119 6.86%
Lodi Village 3,042 3,061 19 0.62%
Homer Township 1,195 1,461 265 L 22.16%
Sullivan Township 1,491 2,076 585 39.249%
Huntington Township 1,172 1,282 110 9.39%
Wellington Township 1,246 1,393 147 11.80%
Wellington Village - 4,140 4,511 371 8.96%
Medina County 122,354 151,005 28,741 23.499%
State of Ohjo 10,847,115 11,358,140 511,025 4.71%

Source: .S, Census Buresu, Ca

nsUs 1990, STF 3, Tahle PODL; US. Censuys Bureau, Censys 2000, SF 1, Table p1_
Table 2 Areq Population Change

Total Households Average Household Size
Community 1999 2000 Change 1590 2000 Change
Spencer Village 246 285 15.85% 2.95 2.62 -11.2%
Spencer Township 324 530 63.58% 3.27 3.17 -3.1%
Penfield Township 420 564 34,29% 3.12 3 -3.8%
Litchfield Township 751 - 1,033 37.55% 3.34 3.14 -6.0%
Chatham Township 575 739 28.529% 3.13 2.92 -6.7%
Harrisville Township 558 658 17.92% 3.11 ' 2.82 -9.3%
Lodi Village 1220. 1,274 4.43% 2,49 2.39° -4.0%
Homer Township 314 417 32.80% 3.81 3.5 -8.1%
Sullivan Township 461 663 43.829% 3.23 3.13 -3.1%
Huntington Township 351 429 22.20% 3.34 2.99 -10.59%
Wellington Township 401 484, 20.70% 3.11 . 2.88 -7.4%
Wellington Village 1545 1,723 11.23% 2.67 2.52 -5.6%
Medina County 41,792 ‘54,542 30.51% 2.93 2.74 -06.5%
State of Ohig 4,087,546 4,445,773 8.706% 2.65 2.49 -6.0%

Source: 145, Census Bureau, Census

Table 3 Area Households co
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A household is defined by the U.S. Census Bureau as “A person or group of people who occupy

a housing unit as their usual place of residence. The number of households equals the number of
occupied housing units in a census”.

The Village of Spencer is similar to the County and State averages when comparing the different
age groups in Table 5.

Family and Non-Family Household Types: 2000

Family Mon-Family
. Famale

Comimunity Married Couple Householder | Living Alone {Iiivfrllizr:;nre)

(with children) _ B
Spencer Village 49.5% 7.4% 12.3% 5.1%
Spencer Township N 69.6% 1.3% 7.4% 4.0%
Chatham Township 65.0% 31%|  8.A4% 3.9%
Homer Township 66.7% 3.1% £6.7% 5.3%
Huntington Township £2.0% 2.3% 10.5% 4.0%
Penfield Township 65.8% 2.5% 8.0% 5.9%
Lodi Village 37.1% 7.6% 19.1% 13.4%
Wellington Village 41.2% 7.5% 13.6% 13.7%
Medina County 66.5% - 45%|  18.9% 6.9%
State of Ohio : 51.4% e 73wl 27.3% 10.0%

Note: Numbers do not add up to 100%; not all households represented.

Source: U.5. Census Bureau, Census 2000, SF1, Table p20. Note: All figures represent the
percent of total households. Eor example, in Spencer Village, 9.1 percent of all hauseholds are categorized as
housholds with a head of householder that is elderly and living alone:

Table 4 Area Family and Non-Family Households Comparisons

Non-Family Household Types consist of non-traditional family households. This is generally
comprised of unrelated couples living together or a single person living alone. According to the
2000 census data, the Village of Spencer has a lower percentage of married couples among its
population than adjacent communities do. In the Village, 9.1% of non-family households are
elderly residents, living alone. In comparison to surrounding communities, the Village of
Spencer is similar to nearby villages, Medina County and the State of Ohio.

9
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Age Group Comparisons: 2000

Stage Preschool  |Public School Family Forming  |Mature Family |Retirement |Median Age
Age <5 3-19 20-44 45-64 65+
Spencer Village 53 183 279 154 78

7.1% 24.5% 37.3% 20.6% 10.4% 34.0 yeors
Lodi Village 7.1% . 20.9% 35.3% 22.19% 14.6% 36.4 years
Wellington Village 7.7% 22.0% 34.9% 19.3% 16.19% 35.2 years
Spencer Township 9.2% 26.3% 36.6% 20.8% 7.2% 33.5 years
Chatham Township 5.9% 21.9% . 30.5% 31.4% 10.3% 40.7 years
Homer Township 8.5% 29.6% 32.2% 22.7% 7.0% 29.G years
Penfield Township 5.6% 25.8% 32.7% 26.4% 9.3% 38.0vyears
Huntington Township 6.0% 24.7% 33.3% 26.6% 9.4% 37.0years
Medina County 7.0% 22.8% 35.2% 24.4% 10.5% 36.6years
State of Ohin 6.6% 21,7% 35.7% 22.7% 13.3% 36.2 years

Source: (1.8, Census Bureau, Census 2000, SF1, Table P12, p13,
Table 5 Age Group Comparison

The Age Group Comparisons Table 5 shows the percentage of the population categorized into 6
different classes. These classes consist of Preschool — under the age of five, through retirement

- Spencer Village Population - 2000

|
|
|
|

85+

& Male

Age Groups’

& Female

|
:
|
|
|
|
|
|
[

EQ ~ o 20 30 60
Population ‘Population

Median age of a Village of Spencer resident is 34 years according to the 2000 Census. The
Medina County median age is approximately 38 years according to the Department of
Development.? The State of Ohio median ageis 36.* Thirty-one percent (31%) of the population
of the Village of Spencer is 45 and over. Accordingly, the 2010 Census figures will likely reflect

that approximately one-quarter of the population of the Village of Spencer is age 50 or over,
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The Composition of Labor Force digor.
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Table 10 Household and Family income
The median Household Income for the Village of Spencer i shown in Table 10, which includes
the surrounding communities including both townships and villages. According to 1990 and
2000 census data, the Village of Spencer displayed an mncrease in both the median household
income as well as the median family income. Median Household Income for the Village of
Spencer increased 36.4% from 1989-1999 while the Median Household Income for Medina
C.oul‘xty increased by nearly 47 . The Median Fan.nly Income for the Vﬂlage of Spencer was
significantly closer to the average of the surrounding areas. From 1989-1999, the Village of
Spencer’s Median Family Income increased 47.3% while Medina County’s increased by 49%.
Income Jevels have increased_ i the Village of Spencer 0vet the last two decades; however, it
P remains lower than Sum‘oundmg communities. : : S
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Housing Units: 2000

Total Housing Units Owner-Occupied Units Renter-Occupled Units
Number Dccupied Occupéncy Number _% of ?” Number % of ?”
of Units Units Rate of Units Occupied of Units Occupied
Iinits Units
Spencer Village 301 293 07.3% 205 70.0% 88 30.0%
Spencer Township 550 529 96.1% 485 91.7% 44 8.3%
Chatham Township 747 721 96.5% 681 94.5% 40 5.59
Homer Township 422 410 a97.1% 357 87.1% 53 12.9%
Huntington Township 479 423 98.6% 359 84.9% 64 15.1%
penfield Township 583 556 95.3% 530 95.3% 26 4.7%
Lodi Village 1348 1282 95.1% 843 065.8% 439 34.2%
welllington Village 1898 1769 93.2% 1155 65.3% 614 34.7%
Medina County 56793 54542 96.0% 44302 81.2% 10240 18.8%
State of Ohio 4783051 4445773 92.9% 3072514 69.1% 1373259 30.9%

source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, 5F3, Tables H1, HE, H7, 2nd H8.
Table 12 Housing Units 2000

Changes in housing unit numbers may result from census to census from new construction,
demolition, conversion of housing units to other uses, or other uses to housing units, conversion
of housing units to more than one unit, and reporting differences (errors in reporting). The
occupancy rate, or vacancy rate, is an indicator of strength of the housing market. Vacancy rates
that are high may indicate a weak demand or poor housing quality in the housing market. A
large number of vacancies may result in the attraction of crime and blight, which can lead to a
downward spiral of housing decay.

Housing Stock _

The housing stock in the Village of Spencer is significantly older than the housing stock in
surrounding communities. The median value is also lower. Since 2000, only five (5) new homes
have been constructed, according to the Medina County Building Department records. This is
very low in comparison to Spencer Township, which has had over 100 new homes built since
2000, and 235 new housing units constructed from 1990 to 2000. Village of Spencer had 26 new
housing units constructed from 1990 to 2000. ‘

Age and Value of Housing Stock: 1990

Median Year Built |Median Value
Spencer Village 1940 548,400
Spencer Township 1953 $60,700
Chatham Township 1971 578,400
Homer Township 1951 $57,600
Huntington Township 1966 $65,900
Penfield Township 1973 $87,200
Lodi Village 1962 556,300
wellington Village 1953 $60,100

Table 13 Housing Stock 1990

v 15
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Age and Value of Housing Stock: 2000
Median Year Built  |Median Value ~
Spencer Village 1940 592,800
Spencer Township 1972 $124,400
Chatham Township 1976 $160,300
~ Homer Township 1971 5101,900
Huntington Township A 1967 $139,200
Penfield Township 1979 S180,900
Lodi Village : 1964 $96,600
Wellington Village 1954 $111,000
Table 14 Housing Stock 2000
Traditionally in Ohio Counties surrounding large metropolitan areas, new housing is constructed
n the undeveloped, suburban areas of the county. It is not unusual for a municipality such as the
Village of Spencer to have older housing stock concentrated within the central portion of the
Village
Determining whether the age of a given structure is a problem or not depends upon how well that
structure was built and maintained. Well-built and maintained 100-year-old homes may be of
historic significance. Older homes are often referred to as “century homes”, and are well
received on the open market. A cursory walking tour of central Village of Spencer reveals that "
many of the homes’ exteriors, while older, appear to be well maintained. However, older homes
may not be suitable for aging or special needs populations without significant modification.
_ _
Decade of Construction
19390r  1940-  1950-  19g0- 1970- 1980- 1990
Earlier 1949 1959 1969 1979 1989  to March
2000
S — —
Figure 3 Housing Construction per Decade
Housing Foreclosures '
According to Village of Spencer records, only eleven ( 11) homes have been sold at sheriff’s N’
sales in the last five (5) years (2002-2007). A foreclosure action occurs when the financial

. 16 v
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8, H R

institution that made the loan to the homeowner has foreclosed upon the loan. The county sheriff

then sells the home. When there are few sheriff sales in a community, the implication is a
P stronger housing market, with fewer homeowners failing to maintain their mortgage payments.
b A high rate i$ indicative of homeowners losing their homes and investments.

Revenues and Expenditures

The Village of Spencer receives funds from a variety of sources, including property taxes that
incorporate an allocation of its share of county taxes, and local government funds, and grants, as

well as the John B. Firestone Trust compensation. Receipt from a variety of tax collections are
depicted in Table 15 below.

Receipts from tax collections

General Police Fund | General Fund | Police Fund
Fund
PropeﬁyTax : 28,139.02 25,234.60 29,802.03 |-~ 26,300.33 29,401.84 | 26,596.47
'| Homestead/Rollback 3,981.04 3,524.32 3,250.18 2,862.52 3,315.84 2,921.06
Personal Property Ta>; 2704.06 3,181.24 6,740.10 7,929.53 4,982.31 5,861.54
Personal I"rop'erty N 141.55 166.52 89.53 - 105.32 | 71.53 84.15
Exempt . .
N [Cigaretie Tax 14155 TS 0 6993 0
| Trailer Tax Real 69.95 s12 | 583 | 514 EEE 514
Traller Homestead 583} 72 84 .74 .84 74
Public Utilities , .86 264.00 226.00 | - . 264.0Q 444.88 : 0
| Personal property . 0 0 0. - 0 : '3,358.13‘ o 3,950.74
Reimbursement : . | v
Sobtowl 3508386 | 3237652 | 40161.15 | 37,067.58 41,651.15 39,419.84
Voo Ve 614678 [0 617345 | 0 629545 0
License ‘ ‘ .
Local Government WITRE 0 2132374 0| 2141933 0
| Local Government 3,009.93 . >O 3,009.93 . 0 | 3,009.93 : 0
Assistance oo , .
Toté] Receipts 65,843.75 32,376.52 70,618.27 37,967.58 72,375.86 . 39,419.84 |
”"I"otal Funds Received , ‘ $98,220.27 - _ $108,585.85 ‘ = $111‘,‘795.’7O

" “Table 15 Tax Collections Receipts Data Source: Medina County Auditor :

| g \ | 17 | | | |
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Property Tax Rates
The annual tax for a $100,000 home in the Village of Spencer is approximately $1,506.94.

Agriculture-Residential Rates for the Village of Spencer, District 37, are shown in Table 16,

County .15 | Debt Service 3.60 | General Fund
| County 2.35 | General Fund School 29.4 | Current 1§xp.
County 1.90 | Mental Health School 4.00 | Current Exp.
County .70 | Health School 6.50 | Current Exp.
County -30 | Health . School 1 3.40 | Bond
County 1.12 | Mental Health : Township/City 40 | General Fund
County 1.00 | Mental Health Townsﬁip/City 3.40 Genera] Fund
County 35 Antidrug ] Township/City ‘4.00 Po]icev
County 20 | County Home Township/City | 2.00 Road/Bridge
Fire 3.25 Fire Township/City 4.5 | Police
Fire 1.40 | Fire Voc School 15 | Current Exp.
Libran//Park ! >1. Bond Voc School 2.90 | 29.90
Library/Park .75 | Current Exp.
tibrary/Park 1.25 | Current Exp. ‘

Table 16 Property Tax Rates

Reviewed by Comprehensive Plan Committee Aprii 23,
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Chapter 6 Natural Resources

Introduction
Natural resources. are an important part of the character and appearance of Village of Spencer.
Many of the Environmental Features are shown on Map No. 3. Natural resources include, but

are not limited to, the soils, water, forests, geologic formations, and plant and animal species.
These resources are often found in parks, along trails, or in other set aside open spaces and offer .
scenic areas for residents to enjoy. Natural resources are important. When managed properly,
they help to provide clean water and air, healthy and diverse plant and animal habitats, as well as
economic value through potential tourism revenue and enhanced property values. By
determining the natural resources both within and surrounding Village of Spencer, it is possible
to identify what areas are suitable for development and what areas should be protected.

Topography and Soils

The overall topography of Village of Spencer is relatively flat. ‘The elevation ranges from
approximately 880-feet above sea level to about 940 feet above sea level. There are only two
small areas of steep slopes in the village; in the north side of the village, east of SR 301, and in
the southeast side of the village in the park. It is important that these areas are protected in order
to minimize erosion. Adjacent to the village, some other small areas of steep slopes exist,

mainly along stream banks. These areas should remain in their natural state.

Woodlands

- There are approximately 115 acres of wooded land in the village. The majority of this land is

located in the south side of the village with approximately 90 acres in the park and/or land
owned by the Village of Spencer The remaining 25 acres exist in 5 d1ffe1eut areas throughout
the village.

Water sheds :
The Village of Spencer is within the Black River watershed, which is in the Lake Erie water shed.
The East Branch Black River is located to the east of the village. Coon Creek, one of the major

- tributaries of the E. Branch Black River, flows from west to east in the south side of the v111a0e
- Within Vlllage of Spence1 Coon Creek 1 1s swrr ounded by patk land.

Floodplalns

There is no FEMA designated 100-year ﬂoodplam within the village. However, app1o>t1mately’ '

~ one mile to the north and northeast of the village, there is FEMA floodplain along the E. Branch

Black River. Flood prone soils are present along Coon Creek in the south side of the Village of
Spencer, as well as a small section of flood prone soils in the north side of the Village of Spencer :
along Spencer Creek, which flows to the northeast. ' :

Riparian Corridors and Wetlands

" The major riparian corridor in the village is Coon Cleek Smaller streams exist in the north side -

of the village and flow into the E. Branch Black River. There are wetlands located alon0 Coon

- Creek and also in the north and northwest parts of the Village.

19
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Parks and Open Space .

The Village of Spencer has a substantial amount of park land, especially for a village of its size.
There are two major parks located in the southern portion of the village. Firestone Park, located
east of SR 301, consists of approximately 132 acres. Spencer Park, located west of SR, 301, is
approximately 7.5 acres. It is part of a 44 acre parcel owned by the Village of Spencer. Each
park contains most, if not all, of the village’s environmentally sensitive areas including streams,
lakes, woodlands and open space. Not only do the parks serve to protect these natural features,

they also provide other recreational amenities including trails, ball fields, basketball courts,
tennis courts, and pavilions. :

; - 20 '
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