
 

 

                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 1, 2025 
Dear Friends, 
 

For years, every October Joe would say, “What are we going to say in our Christmas Letter?” I would always 
reply “just give me your thoughts.” A few days later, I would get a wadded-up paper with ideas he scribbled down 
in his unique style at 3:00 am in the morning. This eventually became our Christmas Appeal. 

 
But this year things are different. There is no asking what we are going to say in our Christmas Letter and 

sadly no wadded-up paper with Joe’s scrawled words. Instead, only silence. I must rely upon the whisperings of the 
Holy Spirit to reflect the message Joe would want conveyed to you this Christmas: “Prepare.”  

 
Advent gives us the opportunity to prepare for the coming of the Word made Flesh, the Incarnation of the 

Son of God. It is the anticipation of the coming of the greatest gift ever given: our Redeemer. The time of 
preparation is especially poignant this year as we take steps to carry the Society of St. Vincent de Paul successfully 
into the future. We ask our donors, prayer-partners, staff, Vincentian Membership, and volunteers for your 
continued support and prayers.  

 
Relying on our past for experience, we continue to work, build, and serve in the present to do God’s will 

while looking to the future to continue this work of charity. We have established the St. Vincent de Paul Joseph 
Hubbard Perpetual Memorial Fund to honor his legacy of love for the poor and ask that you remember this fund 
when you decide to make a special gift for those in need.  

 
At St. Vincents, 2025 has been an eventful year. We provided for the needs of the poor 24/7 with 3 meals 

a day, the OverNite Crisis Shelter and wrap-around services which include assistance with employment, housing, 
healthcare, food security, transportation and so much more. We listen to the cries of the poor and ask God to help 
us answer with the Heart of Christ.  
 

We were planning a big celebration on December 13th to honor Joe’s 65 years with the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul. He wanted the theme to be “Continuing the Miracle on 37th Street.” Although Joe is not here in person, 
we know that his spirit is present to motivate and inspire us all to ensure that “The Miracles on 37th Street” 
continue. May your heart rejoice in the blessings of The Christ Child, God’s perfect gift to humanity this Christmas 
and throughout the New Year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Pat Hogrebe 
SVDP Executive Director 
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Two donation envelopes are enclosed for 
your convenience and checks can be payable 
to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. Or you 
can donate online at svdpsouthil.org under 
“Donate” tab 
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