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PREAMBLE

An Ordinance enacted by the VILLAGE OF STERLING under Public Act 110 of 2006, as amended, to
provide for the establishment of zoning districts within which the proper use of land and natural
resources may be encouraged or regulated by Ordinance, and within which district provisions are
adopted designating the location of, the size of, the uses that may be made of, the minimum open
spaces, sanitary, safety, and protective measures that shall be required for, and the maximum number
of families that may be housed in dwellings, buildings, and structures, including tents and trailer
coaches; to provide for administration and amendments of said Ordinance; to provide for appeals and
for the organization and procedures to be followed by the Zoning Board of Appeals; and to provide for
penalties for the violation of said Ordinance.

Article 1
TITLE, INTENT, AND PURPOSE

Section 1.01  TITLE
This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Village of Sterling Zoning Ordinance.

Section 1.02 INTENT AND PURPOSE

It is the purpose of this Zoning Ordinance to promote the public health, safety, comfort, convenience,
and general welfare of the inhabitants of the VILLAGE OF STERLING by encouraging the use of lands
and natural resources in accordance with their character, adaptability and suitability for particular
purposes; to enhance social and economic stability; to prevent excessive concentration of population;
to conserve and stabilize the value of property; to provide adequate open space for light and air and
preserving community character; to prevent fire and facilitate the fighting of fires; to allow for a variety
of residential housing types and commercial and industrial land uses; to lessen congestion on the public
streets and highways; to facilitate adequate and economical provision of transportation, sewerage and
drainage, water supply and distribution, where applicable, education, recreation and other public
services and facilities; to assure adequate provision of the state’s citizens for food, fiber, energy and
other natural resources; to ensure appropriate locations and relationships for uses of land; and to
facilitate the expenditure of funds for adequate public facilities and services by establishing herein
standards for physical development in accordance with the goals, objectives, and policies contained in the
Future Land Use Plan for the Village; and to provide for the administration and enforcement of such

standards.
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ARTICLE 2
DEFINITIONS

Section 2.01  CONSTRUCTION OF LANGUAGE

For the purpose of this Ordinance, certain rules of construction apply to the text as follows:

A. Words used in the present tense include the future tense, and the singular includes the plural, unless
the context clearly indicates the contrary.

B. The word “person” includes a corporation, association, partnership, trust, firm, or similar activity as
well as an individual.

C. The word "building” includes the word “structure” and either includes any part thereof.
D. The word “lot" includes the word “plot”, “tract”, or “parcel”.
E. Theterm “shall’ is always mandatory and not discretionary, the word “may” is permissive.

F. Theword "used” or "occupied” as applied to any land or building shall be construed to include the
words intended, arranged, maintained for, or designed to be used or occupied.

G. Thewords “this Ordinance” means the text of this Ordinance as well as all maps, tables, graphics,
and schedules, as included or attached as enacted or subsequently amended.

H. Unless the context clearly indicates the contrary, where a regulation involves two (2) or more items,
conditions, provisions, or events connected by the conjunction “and,” “or,” “either... or” the conjunction

shall be interpreted as follows:
1. "And" indicated that all the connected items, conditions, provisions, or events shall apply.

2. “Or"indicates the connected items, conditions, provisions, or events may apply singly or in any
combination.

3. ‘“Either...or" indicates that the connected items, conditions, provisions, or events shall apply
singly, but not in combination.

I.  The"Village” is the Village of Sterling in the County of Arenac, State of Michigan, the
“Village Council”, "Board of Appeals” and “Planning Commission” are, respectively, the Village's
Board of Trustees, Zoning Board of Appeals, and Planning Commission of the Village.

J. Any word or term not interpreted or defined by this Ordinance shall be used with a meaning of
common or standard utilization. A dictionary may be consulted.

K. “Days” means calendar days unless otherwise stated.

2-1
The Village of Sterling Zoning Ordinance



