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Unfinished business
By JOSE NEGRON
jnegron@yourmvi.com

Ringgold’s 2019-20 hock-
ey season didn’t end the 
way anyone expected. 

The Rams advanced to the 
PIHL Class B championship 
game to face Carrick, but 
never had the opportunity to 
play for the title due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

A March trip to Dallas, 
Texas, was also canceled 
as Ringgold was scheduled 
to play in a national tour-
nament for the first time in 
team history. 

After the disappointment 
that followed and months 
away from the rink, the 
Rams are preparing to re-
turn to the ice for mean-
ingful games, beginning 
tonight when they take on 
Elizabeth Forward in their 

season opener at the Rostra-
ver Ice Garden. 

“They’re very excited. 
We played two scrimmage 
games, but it seemed so odd 
to play with the guys togeth-
er again,” Ringgold head 
coach Rick Kalinowski said. 

The Rams, who finished 
last season with a 17-1-1 
record, will have to replace 
nine seniors, including their 
top four contributors on of-
fense. 

Gone are forwards Bradley 
Bujdos (32 goals, 29 assists 
last season), Evan Eberlein 
(19G, 31A), Justin Day 
(8G, 34A) and Nathan Todd 
(24G, 18A), in addition to 
forward Jeremy Bednar, 
defensemen Jon DuMond, 
Clayton Colecchi and Ryan 
Marek and goaltender Chad 
DeGroen. 

“Losing nine players from 

last year is definitely a hard 
hit to any team,” Kalinows-
ki said. “I do have faith in 
the foundation that we’ve 
built and have today.” 

Ringgold will be led by 
forward Zach Kalinowski, 
who will take over as cap-
tain following Day’s grad-
uation. 

Zach Kalinowski scored 
15 goals and added 13 as-
sists for a 28-point cam-
paign in 16 games. 

Ringgold’s assistant cap-
tains are defenseman Hunt-
er Suarez (8G, 14A last sea-
son), forwards Nick Nagy 
(5G, 3A), Nathan Boulanger 
(4G, 5A) and Ethan Saylor 
(14G, 24A), and defense-
man Hunter Bergman (2G, 
3A). 

“We have some real-
ly good leadership on the 
team,” Rick Kalinowski 

said. “They’re focused and 
were a big part of the team 
the last two seasons. 

“I see a big change in the 
team from previous years 
and we don’t have a selfish 
player on the team.” 

Rick Kalinowski admits 
replacing Bujdos will be 
difficult. The Belle Vernon 
Area graduate led all of 
Class B in scoring last year. 

Boulanger will be counted 
on to help replace the of-
fensive production that was 
lost. 

“I’ll take a Mark Madden 
line and say, ‘He can shoot 
a quarter from across the 
room and put it into a Coke 
machine,’” Rick Kalinows-
ki said. “Zach and Nathan 
have been working very 
well together with a fresh-
man in Kenny Cadwallader. 

McIntyre, Butchki are MVI Players of the Year

By JEREMY SELLEW
jsellew@yourmvi.com

As the WPIAL soccer sea-
son winds down, it’s time for 
the annual Mon Valley Indepen-
dent-BeeGraphix Fab 15 All-Stars 
to be announced.

This year’s teams will be an-
nounced at 8 p.m. Nov. 12 on our 
MVI Live YouTube page.

All winners and their head coach-
es are invited to attend the MVI 
Live show recording at BeeGraphix 
Nov. 11 and will be interviewed for 
the show.

This year’s award winners and 
all-stars were selected by a panel 
of MVI staff writers and photog-
raphers based on nominations re-
ceived from our local coaches.

As wasn’t always the case in past 
seasons, this year’s selections were 
tedious. There are so many great 
players, from freshmen to seniors, 
who deserved recognition. In the 
end, we believe we have the abso-
lute best of the best taking home the 
hardware.

Award winners
This year’s Fab 15 Boys Player of 

the Year is Charleroi’s Eben McIn-
tyre.

McIntyre finished with 43 goals 
and 10 assists on the season, break-
ing the school record for goals in a 
game with seven against Browns-

ville.
“Eben leads the team by respect 

and action,” Charleroi head coach 
Jon Ducoli said. “He’ll slide from 
the forward position to the midfield, 
or even the holding-mid to give our 
team the best chances to win.”

McIntyre and the Cougars’ season 
came to an end in the first round of 
the WPIAL playoffs with a 3-1 loss 
to Avonworth.

“I think it’s definitely a well-de-
served honor. He’s one of the hard-
est working players I know,” Du-

coli said. “He’s always looking at 
the positive side and mentoring the 
younger players, it’s having a play-
er like him that makes coaching so 
enjoyable.”

 The Fab 15 Girls Player of the 
Year award will be taken home by 
Belle Vernon Area forward Jillian 
Butchki.

Butchki led the offensively potent 
Leopards with 27 goals and 14 as-
sists, good for 68 points.

Butchki hit the 100-goal mark for 
her career this season as a senior 

captain. She finished the season as 
the sixth-leading scorer in the WPI-
AL.

“Not only is Jill an outstanding 
soccer player herself, she’s an all-
around team player,” Lovett said. 
“She’s the type of player that goes 
out there and makes all the players 
around her better.”

Our coaches of the year are Eliza-
beth Forward’s Doug Finke for the 
boys and South Allegheny’s An-
drew Dyson for the girls.

Finke led the Warriors to a 12-2-2 

overall record and a trip to the WPI-
AL semifinals, where they’ll face 
No. 1 seed Shady Side Academy at 
6:30 p.m. today.

All Dyson did was take the Gladi-
ators, a three-win team last season, 
to the WPIAL playoffs with an 
overall record of 8-6-1 and a third-
place finish in Section 4-2A.

Last season, the Gladiators were 
0-12 in section play; this season 
they were 6-4.

The Charleroi Cougars laid claim 
to the Boys and Girls Top Newcom-
er Awards. 

Freshman Jake Chambers entered 
the varsity program and ended up 
being the anchor for a young but 
impressive Cougars defensive unit 
from the center back position.

The girls award has a pair of win-
ners, with the Cougars’ Bella Carro-
to and McKenna “Boots” DeUnger 
sharing the prize.

Carroto finished fifth in the WPI-
AL with 28 goals, good for second 
in Class A and tops among fresh-
men. She also had 11 assists.

Most of her goals came off passes 
from DeUnger, who had no issues 
finding the back of the net herself.

DeUnger finished with 20 goals, 
making her the second highest-scor-
ing freshman behind her teammate. 
She added eight assists and was a 
dominant force with the ball at her 
feet in the Cougars’ midfield.

Belle Vernon Area’s TJ Watson 
was selected as the Goalkeeper of 
the Year for the boys’ side.

Watson finished the season with a 

The members of our Fab 15 
team will be announced Nov. 12.

File photos
Charleroi’s Eben McIntyre and Belle Vernon Area’s Jillian Butchki are our choices for 
Player of the Year honors.

File photo
Nathan Boulanger (7) will be one of Ringgold’s assistant captains this season.

Rams ready for new season after COVID-19 disappointment

HOCKEY • B2

Steelers enjoy 
ugly win over 
rival Ravens

BALTIMORE (AP) — The 
Pittsburgh Steelers roared 
from behind to remain the 
lone unbeaten team in the 
NFL, outlasting their scorned 
rivals to escape with a feel-
good victory that solidified 
their grip on first place in the 
AFC North.

What better way to spend a 
rainy day in Baltimore?

Ben Roethlisberger threw 
two second-half touchdowns, 
and the Steelers beat er-
ror-prone Lamar Jackson and 
the Ravens 28-24 Sunday to 
match the best start in fran-
chise history.

Pittsburgh (7-0) trailed by 
10 points at halftime before 
rallying behind Roethlis-
berger, a crafty 38-year-old 
who missed most of last year 
with an elbow injury. After 
completing only four passes 
for 24 yards in the first half, 
Big Ben finished 21 for 32 for 
182 yards.

He was much more happy 
with the result than his num-
bers.

“Nothing about this game 
was pretty from an offensive 
perspective until the end and 
we looked at the scoreboard,” 
Roethlisberger said. 

Jackson threw two intercep-
tions and lost two fumbles, 
miscues that helped Pitts-
burgh stay within striking 
distance until its offense fi-
nally got on track.

“The turnovers, I feel, is 
the reason we lost the game,” 
Jackson said. “I put that on 
me.”

Beyond losing ground in 
the division, Baltimore lost 
All-Pro left tackle Ronnie 
Stanley for the season with a  
severe ankle injury. The mis-
hap occurred in the first quar-

ter after he was accidentally 
undercut by Pittsburgh’s T.J. 
Watt.

“That’s a tough loss,” coach 
John Harbaugh said. “I feel 
bad for Ronnie.”

The Steelers led 28-24 
when the Ravens (5-2) faced 
a fourth-and-3 at the Pitts-
burgh 8 with 2 minutes left. 
Jackson ran a quarterback 
draw and lost the ball while 
being stopped short. 

Baltimore got the ball back 
and moved to the Pittsburgh 
23 before Jackson’s pass in 
the end zone was broken up 
on the final play.

The only other time the 
Steelers started 7-0, in 1978, 
they went on to win their third 
Super Bowl in five years.

They aren’t talking about 
a championship yet, but the 
players feel pretty good about 
where they stand at this point.

AP
Ravens defensive 
end Yannick Ngakoue 
pressures Steelers 
quarterback Ben 
Roethlisberger.
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PLAYERS OF THE YEAR • B3
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COLLEGE SOCCER (MEN’S)
1 p.m.- ACCN — Virginia Tech at 

Notre Dame
HORSE RACING

9:30 p.m. - CBSSN — The Mel-
bourne Cup Carnival: From Fleming-
ton Racecourse, Melbourne, Australia

KBO BASEBALL
4:25 a.m. - ESPN2 — Kiwoom at 

LG
NFL FOOTBALL

8:15 p.m. - ESPN — Tampa Bay at 
NY Giants

SOCCER (MEN’S)
12:25 p.m. - NBCSN — Premier 

League: West Bromwich Albion at 
Fulham

2:55 p.m. - NBCSN — Premier 
League: Leicester City at Leeds Unit-
ed

SWIMMING
10 a.m. - CBSSN — ISL: The N 6, 

Duna Arena, Budapest Hungary
TENNIS

5 a.m. - TENNIS — Paris-ATP Ear-
ly Rounds

5 a.m. (Tuesday) - TENNIS — Par-
is-ATP Early Rounds

NFL standings
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
 W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 6 2 0 .750 198 199
Miami 4 3 0 .571 188 130
New England 2 5 0 .286 136 167
N.Y. Jets 0 8 0 .000 94 238
South
 W L T Pct PF PA
Indianapolis 5 2 0 .714 198 136
Tennessee 5 2 0 .714 208 184
Houston 1 6 0 .143 166 217
Jacksonville 1 6 0 .143 154 220
North
 W L T Pct PF PA
Pittsburgh 7 0 0 1.000 211 142
Baltimore 5 2 0 .714 203 132
Cleveland 5 3 0 .625 206 237
Cincinnati 2 5 1 .313 194 214
West
 W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 7 1 0 .875 253 152
Las Vegas 4 3 0 .571 187 203
Denver 3 4 0 .429 147 183
L.A. Chargers 2 5 0 .286 179 185
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
 W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 3 4 1 .429 186 205
Washington 2 5 0 .286 133 165
Dallas 2 6 0 .250 185 266
N.Y. Giants 1 6 0 .143 122 174
South
 W L T Pct PF PA
New Orleans 5 2 0 .714 206 197
Tampa Bay 5 2 0 .714 222 142
Carolina 3 5 0 .375 179 193
Atlanta 2 6 0 .250 209 224
North
 W L T Pct PF PA
Green Bay 5 2 0 .714 219 187
Chicago 5 3 0 .625 161 166
Detroit 3 4 0 .429 177 206
Minnesota 2 5 0 .286 183 214
West
 W L T Pct PF PA
Seattle 6 1 0 .857 240 199
Arizona 5 2 0 .714 203 146
L.A. Rams 5 3 0 .625 193 152
San Francisco 4 4 0 .500 208 173
Thursday’s *aPe
Atlanta 25, Carolina 17
Sunday’s *aPes
Buffalo 24, New England 21
Cincinnati 31, Tennessee 20
Indianapolis 41, Detroit 21
Kansas City 35, N.Y. Jets 9
Las Vegas 16, Cleveland 6
Miami 28, L.A. Rams 17
Minnesota 28, Green Bay 22
Pittsburgh 28, Baltimore 24
Denver 31, L.A. Chargers 30
New Orleans 26, Chicago 23, OT
Seattle 37, San Francisco 27
Philadelphia 23, Dallas 9
Open: Houston, Jacksonville, Arizona, Washington
Today’s *aPe
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Giants, 8:15 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 5
Green Bay at San Francisco, 8:20 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 8
Baltimore at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Kansas City, 1 p.m.
Chicago at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Denver at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
Detroit at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
Houston at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Washington, 1 p.m.
Seattle at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
Las Vegas at L.A. Chargers, 4:05 p.m.
Miami at Arizona, 4:25 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Dallas, 4:25 p.m.
New Orleans at Tampa Bay, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Cincinnati, Cleveland, L.A. Rams, Philadel-
phia
Monday, Nov. 9
New England at N.Y. Jets, 8:15 p.m.

Steelers box score 
Pittsburgh 7 0 14 7 — 28
Baltimore 7 10 0 7 — 24
First Quarter 
Pit—Spillane 33 interception return (Boswell kick), 
14:06. Pittsburgh 7, Baltimore 0.
Bal—Boykin 6 pass from Jackson (Tucker kick), 
8:44. Drive: 9 plays, 75 yards, 5:22. Key Plays: Jack-
son 14 pass to Boykin; Jackson 1 run on 3rd-and-7; 
Jackson 34 pass to Snead. Pittsburgh 7, Baltimore 7.
Second Quarter 
Bal—Edwards 1 run (Tucker kick), 7:24. Drive: 9 
plays, 80 yards, 5:18. Key Plays: Edwards 25 run; 
Dobbins 12 run; Jackson 14 run; Jackson 11 pass to 
Andrews. Baltimore 14, Pittsburgh 7.
Bal—FG Tucker 51, :00. Drive: 15 plays, 59 yards, 
3:44. Key Plays: Jackson 9 run on 3rd-and-4; Jack-
son 8 run on 3rd-and-6; Jackson 10 pass to Snead 
on 3rd-and-10. Baltimore 17, Pittsburgh 7.
Third Quarter 
Pit—Ebron 18 pass from Roethlisberger (Boswell 
kick), 13:21. Drive: 2 plays, 21 yards, 00:43. Key 
Play: Highsmith 2 interception return to Baltimore 21. 
Baltimore 17, Pittsburgh 14.
Pit—Conner 1 run (Boswell kick), 5:38. Drive: 10 
plays, 77 yards, 6:10. Key Plays: Roethlisberger 14 
pass to Ebron; Bonds 20-yard defensive pass inter-
ference penalty; Roethlisberger 13 pass to Conner; 
Roethlisberger 7 pass to Smith-Schuster on 3rd-
and-4; Roethlisberger 14 pass to Smith-Schuster. 
Pittsburgh 21, Baltimore 17.
Fourth Quarter 
Bal—M.Brown 3 pass from Jackson (Tucker kick), 
11:56. Drive: 8 plays, 53 yards, 3:58. Key Plays: 
Jackson 39 pass to Duvernay on 3rd-and-14; Jack-
son 24 pass to Snead. Baltimore 24, Pittsburgh 21.
Pit—Claypool 8 pass from Roethlisberger (Boswell 
kick), 7:29. Drive: 8 plays, 80 yards, 4:27. Key Plays: 
McCloud kick return to Pittsburgh 20; Roethlisberg-
er 6 pass to McCloud on 3rd-and-1; Roethlisberger 
2 pass to Smith-Schuster on 3rd-and-1; Humphrey 
20-yard defensive pass interference penalty; Roeth-
lisberger 11 pass to Smith-Schuster. Pittsburgh 28, 
Baltimore 24.
A—4,345.

AP Top 25
The Top 25 teams in The Associated Press college 
football poll, with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Oct. 31, total points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one point for a 
25th-place vote, and previous ranking:
 Record Pts Prv

1. Clemson (33) 7-0 1515 1
2. Alabama (29) 6-0 1513 2
3. Ohio St. 2-0 1430 3
4. Notre Dame 6-0 1351 4
5. Georgia 4-1 1289 5
6. Cincinnati 5-0 1199 7
7. Texas A&M 4-1 1156 8
8. Florida 3-1 1066 10
9. BYU 7-0 1014 11
10. Wisconsin 1-0 985 9
11. Miami 5-1 946 12
12. Oregon 0-0 831 14
13. Indiana 2-0 765 17
14. Oklahoma St. 4-1 760 6
15. Coastal Carolina 6-0 527 20
16. Marshall 5-0 523 19
17. Iowa St. 4-2 427 23
18. SMU 6-1 420 22
19. Oklahoma 4-2 405 24
20. Southern Cal 0-0 354 21
21. Boise St. 2-0 336 25
22. Texas 4-2 190 -
23. Michigan 1-1 151 13
24. Auburn 4-2 144 -
25. Liberty 6-0 118 -
Others receiving votes: Northwestern 106, Louisi-
ana-Lafayette 101, North Carolina 92, Penn St. 87, 
Tulsa 73, Army 57, Kansas St. 51, West Virginia 44, 
Utah 44, Washington 21, Purdue 15, Virginia Tech 
11, San Diego St. 8, Arizona St. 7, Appalachian St. 
6, Wake Forest 5, Michigan St. 4, California 3.

Charleroi-724-483-5540
Monessen-724-684-5105

Latest Line
BEST BET:  Tampa Bay is 2-6-1 against the 
spread its last 9 games in November. The 
Buccaneers are 3-7-2 against the spread their last 
12 games after a victory of more than 14 points. 
New York is 10-1 against the spread after playing 
a Thursday game. The Giants are 5-0 against the 
spread as a double-digit home underdog. Take the 
NY Giants +12 for another Best Bet winner.

NFL
Favorite Odds (O/U) Underdog
Tampa Bay 12 (45) NY GIANTS

Thursday
SAN FRANCISCO 1 (51) Green Bay

Sunday
Seattle 1 1/2 (54.5) BUFFALO
ATLANTA 3 1/2 (47)           Denver
TENNESSEE 7 (46.5)        Chicago
MINNESOTA 2 1/2 (54.5)        Detroit
Baltimore 3 (45)  INDIANAPOLIS
KANSAS CITY 12 (51)         Carolina
Houston 4 1/2 (55) JACKSONVILLE
WASHINGTON 3 (42.5)      NY Giants
LA CHARGERS 3 (54.5)      Las Vegas
Pittsburgh OFF (OFF)          DALLAS
ARIZONA 5 (48)            Miami
TAMPA BAY 4 (54.5)    New Orleans

Monday, Nov 9
New England 7 (41.5) NY JETS

COLLE*E FOOTBALL
Wednesday

MIAMI-OHIO 4 (55.5) Ball St
KENT ST 6 (63) Eastern Michigan
Western Michigan 16 1/2 (56)            AKRON
TOLEDO 19 (62)    Bowling Green
Buffalo 10 (52)     NO. ILLINOIS
C. MICHIGAN 1 (61)             Ohio

Thursday
Wyoming 3 1/2 (51) COLORADO ST
NEVADA 14 1/2 (55) Utah St

Friday
Miami-Florida 9 1/2 (58.5)       NC STATE
SAN DIEGO ST 9 1/2 (50)      San Jose St
Byu 1 (59.5)       BOISE ST

Saturday
Smu 13 1/2  (64) TEMPLE
ARMY 6 1/2   (41.5) Air Force
Tulane 3       (64)    E. CAROLINA
FLORIDA ST 1       (52)       Pittsburgh
COAST. CAROLINA 16      (56.5)  South Alabama
VIRGINIA TECH 15 1/2  (66)          Liberty
GA SOUTHERN 1 1/2   (52)             Troy
CINCINNATI 10 1/2  (58)          Houston
GEORGIA ST 18      (61)        UL Monroe
VIRGINIA 1 1/2   (63.5)     Louisville
Boston College 13 1/2  (52.5)       SYRACUSE
North Carolina 9 1/2   (64)             DUKE
Tulsa 10      (54)             NAVY
Michigan 3 1/2   (55.5)        INDIANA
OHIO ST 37      (63)          Rutgers
PENN ST 24 1/2  (61.5)       Maryland
IOWA ST 13      (54.5)         Baylor
Minnesota 7 1/2   (62.5)       ILLINOIS
IOWA 7 1/2   (48.5) Michigan St
WISCONSIN             8 1/2   (53)           Purdue
Ucla 5 1/2   (57.5)       COLORADO
UTAH 13 1/2  (55.5)        Arizona
SOUTHERN CAL 10 1/2  (59.5)     Arizona St
OREGON 12      (54)         Stanford
Washington St 2 1/2   (63.5)      OREGON ST
Fresno St 13      (56.5)           UNLV
CALIFORNIA 1       (46)       Washington
Appalachian St 17      (57)         TEXAS ST
MEMPHIS 17 1/2  (65)    South Florida
OKLAHOMA 37 1/2  (67)           Kansas
TCU 9 1/2   (61.5)     Texas Tech
Oklahoma St 9 1/2   (51)        KANSAS ST
TEXAS 7       (59)    West Virginia
NORTHWESTERN 4       (52.5)       Nebraska
GEORGIA   5       (52.5)        Florida
RICE 5       (49)  Tex San Antonio
Charlotte 4 1/2   (61) MID TENN ST
MISSISSIPPI ST 18      (48)       Vanderbilt
UL LAFAYETTE 13      (63.5)    Arkansas St
UTEP 2 1/2   (52)     Florida Intl
HAWAII 16      (61.5)     New Mexico
FLA ATLANTIC 10 1/2 (41) W. Kentucky
NORTH TEXAS           3       (71)   Louisiana Tech
Texas A&M             8       (56)   S. CAROLINA
Clemson               6 1/2   (51)       NOTRE DAME
Tennessee             1       (53.5)       ARKANSAS
MARSHALL              44 1/2  (57)    Massachusetts
HOME TEAM IN CAPS

2 X-Large 
16” Pizzas 

1-Topping

$2599
+Tax

Charleroi-724-483-5540
Monessen-724-684-5105
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'aniel Jones and the *iants will host 
the Buccaneers on Monday Night 
Football at ���� p.P. on ESPN.

SPORTS ON TV

VALLEY SPORTS HISTORY

WPIAL football  
playoffs
Friday’s schedule
Class 6A
Finals
Central Catholic (5-2) vs. North Allegheny (6-0) at 
North Hills, 7 p.m.
Class 5A
SePifinals
Penn-Trafford (6-1) at Pine-Richland (7-0), 7 p.m.; 
Peters Township (7-0) at Gateway (5-0), 7 p.m.
Class 4A
SePifinals
Belle Vernon Area (6-1) at Aliquippa (8-0), 7 p.m.; 
McKeesport (7-1) at Thomas Jefferson (6-1), 7 p.m.
Class 3A
SePifinals
Keystone Oaks (5-2) at Central Valley (8-0), 7 p.m.; 
Elizabeth Forward (7-0) vs. North Catholic (8-0) at 
Mars, 7 p.m.
Class 2A
SePifinals
Apollo-Ridge (6-0) vs. Beaver Falls (8-0) at 
Geneva, 7 p.m.; Serra Catholic (5-0) at Sto-Rox 
(7-1), 7 p.m.
Class A
SePifinals
Shenango (7-1) vs. Clairton (7-0) at Norwin, 7 p.m.; 
Jeannette (7-1) at Rochester (7-1), 7 p.m.

WPIAL soccer  
playoffs
Boys
Class 4A
SePifinals
:ednesday’s schedule
Fox Chapel (11-3) at Peters Township (12-1-1), 
6:30 p.m.; Norwin (11-0-2) at Seneca Valley (12-
1-1), 6:30 p.m.
Class 3A
SePifinals
Today’s schedule
South Fayette (11-4-1) at Mars (16-0), 6:30 p.m.; 
West Allegheny (15-1) at Franklin Regional (15-2), 
6:30 p.m.
Class 2A
SePifinals
Today’s schedule
Elizabeth Forward (12-2-2) at Shady Side Academy 
(13-2), 6:30 p.m.; Mt. Pleasant (13-1) at Deer Lakes 
(13-1), 6:30 p.m.
Class A
SePifinals
:ednesday’s schedule
Springdale (12-1) vs. Greensburg Central Catholic 
(13-1) at Norwin, 6:30 p.m.; Sewickley Academy 
(10-1-1) vs. Winchester Thurston (13-1) at Graham 
Field, 6:30 p.m. 

*irls
WPIAL playoffs
Class 4A
SePifinals
Today’s schedule
North Allegheny (9-2) at Peters Township (11-1-1), 
6:30 p.m.; Moon (9-3-2) at Butler (10-1), 6:30 p.m.
Class 3A 
SePifinals
:ednesday’s schedule
Montour (10-6) at Mars (10-3), 6:30 p.m.; West 
Allegheny (11-3) at Plum (15-0), 6:30 p.m.
Class 2A
SePifinals
:ednesday’s schedule
Yough (11-4) at Avonworth (13-1-1), 6:30 p.m.; 
North Catholic (11-2-1) at Shady Side Academy 
(12-0), 6:30 p.m.
Class A
SePifinals
Today’s schedule
Greensburg Central Catholic (14-0) vs. South Side 
(12-3) at Norwin, 6:30 p.m.; OLSH (11-2) at Steel 
Valley (14-0-1), 6:30 p.m.

WPIAL volleyball  
playoffs
Class 4A
SePifinals
:ednesday’s schedule
Moon (13-0) at North Allegheny (13-0), 7 p.m.; 
Oakland Catholic (12-0) at Shaler (11-2), 7 p.m.
Class 3A
4uarterfinals
Today’s schedule
Mars (10-3) at Beaver (13-0), 7 p.m.; South 
Fayette (11-2) at Franklin Regional (13-2), 7 p.m.; 
Armstrong (10-3) at Plum (15-0), 7 p.m.; Laurel 
Highlands (12-1) at Montour (12-1), 7 p.m.
Class 2A
4uarterfinals
Monday’s schedule
Shenango (12-3) at North Catholic (12-0), 7 p.m.; 
Frazier (10-4) at Waynesburg (12-1), 7 p.m.; 
Avonworth (9-2) at South Park (12-1), 7 p.m.; Serra 
Catholic (11-2) at Ellwood City (15-0)
Class A
SePifinals
:ednesday’s schedule
OLSH (10-2) at Bishop Canevin (12-0), 7 p.m.; Bea-
ver County Christian (10-1) at Greensburg Central 
Catholic (13-0), 7 p.m.

Sports transactions
BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
APerican League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Exercised 2021 club 
option on INF Jose Iglesias.
HOUSTON ASTROS — Exercised option on LHP 
Brooks Raley.
TEXAS RANGERS — Reinstated RHP Jose Leclerc 
and LHPs Brock Burke and Joe Palumbo from the 
60-day IL.
National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Exercised 2021 
club option on RHP Merrill Kelly. Activated RHPs 
Merrill Kelly, Jeremy Beasley and Corbin Martin 
from the 60-day IL.
PITTSBUR*H PIRATES ³ Reinstated RHP Chris 
Archer, OF Anthony Alford, Inf/OF Phillip Evans, 
RHP Michael Feli]� RHP Clay HolPes and RHP 
JaPeson Taillon froP ���day IL. Reinstated RHP 
Nick Burdi froP the ���day IL and designated 
hiP for assignPent. 'esignated RHP 'ovydas 
Neverauskas for assignPent.
SAN DIEGO PADRES — Declined club option on 
1B/DH Mitch Moreland.
SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Reinstated RHP Tyler 
Beede, C Aramis Garcia and RHP Reyes Moronta 
from the 60-day IL. Reinstated OF Joey Rickard 
from the 60-day IL and assigned him outright to 
Sacramento (PCL). Assigned C Tyler Heinerman 
and LHP Anthony Banda outright to Sacramento 
(PCL).

 20 Years Ago
• Chris Vaccaro, a former Ringgold 

standout, was set to make his debut as 
the Rams head hockey coach when RHS 
opened its season against Canevin.

• David Beckinger was at the top of his 
game and the leader board when he rolled 
a solid 277—716 series in the Mon Valley 
Jednota Tenpin Bowling League at Bruns-
wick 51 Lanes.

• Monessen golf professional Dave Ma-
halko shot a third round �� to finish 10th 
in the Tri-State Section PGA Las Vegas 
Pro-Am. Mahalko finished with a three-day 
total of 232 (75-80-77).

• Tomas Boltnar scored two goals and as-
sisted on two others to lead California Uni-
versity’s soccer team to a 5-0 PSAC playoff 
semifinal victory at Lock +aven.

• California Hill Gun Club members were 
making final preparation for a ham-turkey 

shoot Sunday at the group’s grounds on 
Route 88 between California and Browns-
ville.

30 Years Ago
• Mike Todd rolled a 222—578 series to 

lead the C.M.V. Bowling League in Dono-
ra. Elsewhere among area keglers, Mundo 
Amicucci tossed a 212--529 set and Dot 
Radic  turned a 171--489 series to lead the 
Penncraft Mixed Couples League, and Paul 
Popson was the leader in the REAP circuit 
with a 243--��0 finish at Lynnwood Lanes.

• The Mon Valley Penguins continued 
their winning ways with victories over 
North Hills (7-1) and Mt. Lebanon (10-4). 
Craig Albert was the pacesetter in goals 
with three against North Hills and four in 
the win over Lebo.

 40 Years Ago
• Sunday — No paper published.

Yough girls advance  
to soccer sePifinals

The <ough girls soccer team has a semifi-
nal date again this season.

The No. 9 Cougars upset No. 1 seed South 
Park, 1-0, Saturday to set up the opportuni-
ty for a second straight berth into the WPI-
AL Championship Game.

Nicole Veychek scored the lone goal of 
the game near the midway point of the first 
half. The marker gave the Eagles (12-1-1) 
their first loss of the season and was only 
the second goal they allowed.

Next up for the Cougars (11-4) is a trip to 
No. 5 Avonworth (13-1-1), who beat No. 4 
Southmoreland, 3-2, Saturday.

Elliott races into NASCAR 
chaPpionship

MARTINSVILLE, Va. (AP) — Kevin 
Harvick was on cruise control all season 
long, the most dominant driver in NA-
SCAR, coasting into the championship 
round with a comfortable cushion that left 
plenty of room for error. 

That’s how it was supposed to play out, at 
least, after Harvick won a Cup series-high 
nine races and the regular-season title. 

Then his nearly perfect season came to 
a spinning and sudden halt Sunday when 
a mediocre run bounced Harvick from the 
playoffs in a stunning upset at Martinsville 
Speedway. 

Chase Elliott won the high-stakes race to 
earn his first career berth in the champion-
ship four. It stopped Harvick one race short 
of the title round in a stunning collapse to a 
season spent as the favorite to win the Cup 
crown. 

“We won nine races and had a great year. 
Just came up short,” Harvick said.

Eight points short, to be exact, after his 
spinning 1�th-place finish at Martinsville. 

Elliott, Brad Keselowski and Denny Ham-
lin will race Joey Logano, who had already 

clinched his berth, in ne[t week’s finale at 
Phoenix. It’s a matchup of a pair of Fords 
from Team Penske against Hamlin’s Toyota 
and (lliott, the first +endrick Motorsports 
and Chevrolet driver to make the finale 
since Jimmie Johnson won his seventh and 
final title in 201�. 

Harvick was eliminated along with Alex 
Bowman, Kurt Busch and Martin Truex Jr., 
who battled for the win until a late loose 
wheel ended his shot. 

E[�OklahoPa basketball 
coach Billy Tubbs dies

Billy Tubbs, the colorful coach with the 
high-octane system known as Billy Ball 
who brought Oklahoma basketball to prom-
inence in the 1980s, died Sunday. He was 
85.

Tubbs’ family said in a statement  that 
he battled a form of leukemia since being 
diagnosed in 2015. The statement said he 
died peacefully surrounded by family. A 
news release from the University of Okla-
homa said Tubbs died in Norman.

“Though his passing represents a tre-
mendous loss for everyone close to him, 
our family is comforted by the knowledge 
he lived an extremely spirited life full of 
outstanding accomplishment in and out of 
sports,” the statement said. 

Tubbs took over a struggling Oklahoma 
program in 1980. The Sooners reached the 
NCAA Tournament just once — for most of 
those years, only the Big 8 champion went 
to the tournament — over the 32 seasons 
prior to Tubbs’ arrival and held a combined 
winning percentage of .471 from 1950 to 
1980.

His fast-paced offenses and relentless 
full-court pressure defenses led to lots of 
scoring, excitement and wins. His 1987-88 
team, featuring future NBA players Mookie 
Blaylock, Harvey Grant and Stacey King, 
was upset by Kansas in the NCAA title 
game. 

SPORTS BRIEFS

1.09 goals against average and posted 
seven shutouts. He played in all 17 
games for the Leopards and registered 
71 saves.

Thomas Jefferson’s Maddison Sip-
pey is the girls’ top goalkeeper this 
season. 

The senior helped lead the Jaguars 
to an overall record of 14-3-1, with 
all three losses coming to section foe 
Plum.

Sippey helped lead the Jaguars to a 
critical 11-game unbeaten streak as 
they made their run to the playoffs. 
TJ had nine shutouts, including six 
straight. 

The Boys Top Defender Award win-
ner is Thomas Jefferson’s AJ Getsy. 
The Jaguars’ goalkeeper last season, 
Getsy was the anchor of a stingy Jag-
uars defense in rugged Section 3-3A.

Playing against the likes of Belle 
Vernon Area and Trinity in the sec-
tion, Getsy is a big reason the Jaguars 
finished �-3 in section play and 11-�-1 

overall.
BVA’s Adeline Guess is the Girls Top 

Defender winner.
After the graduation of last year’s 

winner, Marissa Grubbs, Guess 
stepped into the role of shutdown de-
fender for the Leopards.

“In my opinion, Adeline is one of the 
best defenders in the WPIAL,” BVA 
head coach Tracy Lovett said. “She 
makes offense happen from the back 
and has a really strong leg on free 
kicks and goal kicks. She’s a standout 
player with a great attitude and can 
shut down a team’s best player.”

Last but not least are our Leadership 
Award winners.

The “Moe Rosensteel” Leadership 
Award is awarded to the girls player 
who e[emplifies outstanding leader-
ship and passion on and off the field.

It’s fitting this season, the winner is a 
Ringgold Ram,  Abbigale Whaley.

Through her play on the field and 
leadership both on and off, Whaley 

helped lead the Rams to a playoff 
berth this season, finishing third in 
Section 2-3A. 

The Rams were unable to participate 
in the postseason due to COVID-19 
protocols, but will return a core of big 
contributors next season, including 
Whaley.

The award will be presented by mem-
bers of the Rosensteel family Nov. 11.

The Boys Leadership Award belongs 
to Belle Vernon Area’s Daniel Sassak.

Sassak led the Leopards with 33 
goals and14 assists this season. As a 
junior, he was named a Leopards cap-
tain and led the team on and off the 
field.

+e finished with seven hat tricks and 
had six game-winning goals for the 
Leopards, who claimed a share of their 
second straight section title.

Formal announcements and invita-
tions to the awards show will be sent 
to coaches and players via social me-
dia and email.

PLAYERS OF THE YEAR   FROM B1


