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Plaintiff Raymond E. Butler II, respectfully submits this Reply in Support of 

his Motion to Amend the Complaint (ECF Nos. 54, 59). Defendants’ Opposition 

(ECF No. 61) mischaracterizes both the factual record and the governing law, 

overlooks the detailed allegations in the Proposed Amended Complaint (“PAC,” 

ECF No. 59), and seeks to shield the defendants from accountability for the 

conduct alleged therein. The Proposed Amended Complaint is not futile, it 

cures every deficiency Defendants previously asserted and states plausible 

claims that easily survive Rule 12(b)(1) and 12(b)(6). Foman v. Davis, 371 U.S. 

178, 182 (1962) (leave to amend “shall be freely given when justice so 

requires”). Defendants’ motion to dismiss the original complaint should be 

denied as moot once the Proposed Amended Complaint is filed. 

I. The Record Does Not Support Defendant’s Factual Assertions  
 
 Defendants repeatedly distort the factual record to paint Plaintiff and 

counsel as conspiracy theorists. The most egregious example appears on pages 

8 and 12 of the Opposition, where Defendants falsely assert that Plaintiff 

“seeks to add as a defendant Beth Bischof, the current wife of Katherine 

London’s ex-husband.” This is categorically false. Beth Bischof is not the 

current wife of Katherine London’s ex-husband. This misstatement is not 

inadvertent; it is a deliberate twisting of the record designed to undermine the 

credibility of Plaintiff’s previous counsel and the Proposed Amended 

Complaint’s detailed allegations concerning Ms. Bischof’s role in the RICO 

enterprise (PAC ¶¶ 38–39, 310–315). Ms. Bischof’s conduct, filing a baseless 
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ARDC complaint against my previous counsel, is part of the enterprise’s 

pattern of witness intimidation and obstruction. The record must be corrected 

immediately.

 
 This is not the first time the enterprise has targeted counsel representing 

Plaintiff. My previous counsel, Steven Novak, received an explicit threat of 

sanctions under Rule 137 (and Rule 11 if removed) from Defendant Jeffrey 

Gutman’s firm on February 17, 2022, in which Gutman falsely claimed the 

lawsuit had “no basis in fact or law” and demanded dismissal within seven days 

(see attached Exhibit D: Gutman letter to Novak dated February 17, 2022 and 

Declaration by Attorney Novak). Similarly, other previous counsel Racine 

Miller received multiple cease-and-desist letters laced with threats of Rule 11 

sanctions, criminal harassment complaints, including suing her for all 

damages, including punitive damages, as well as  Michigan state bar referrals 

from defense counsel representing the trust defendants (see attached Exhibit A: 

Dykema Gossett cease-and-desist letters to Miller dated September 13, 2024 

and September 19, 2024; Exhibit B: Maddin Hauser cease-and-desist letter to 

Miller dated December 23, 2024; Exhibit C: email chain forwarding threats of 

Rule 11 sanctions and law-enforcement escalation dated January 3, 2025). 

Defendants and their co-conspirators are making good on their explicit 

promises to “take out” any attorney who dares to represent me. These 

coordinated attacks on successive counsel, through baseless sanctions threats, 

ARDC complaints, and harassment, are themselves predicate acts of witness 
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tampering and obstruction of justice that further prove the RICO enterprise 

alleged in the Proposed Amended Complaint. 

 
 Defendants further distort the procedural history on page 4 of their 

Opposition, asserting that “[t]he day after dismissal of the appeal, the district 

court reentered a briefing schedule on Butler’s motion to freeze assets, Min. 

Entry (ECF No. 188), Butler I (Aug. 7, 2025), and held a motion hearing on 

August 27, 2025.” This characterization is misleading and incomplete. In truth, 

the Seventh Circuit had not yet fully dismissed the appeal or remanded 

jurisdiction to the district court when Judge Alexakis reentered the briefing 

schedule and, more critically, when she proceeded to hold the August 27, 2025 

hearing and issue her ruling. Jurisdiction had not been properly returned to 

Judge Alexakis at that time; the appellate proceedings remained pending and 

the mandate had not issued. Nevertheless, she conducted the hearing and 

denied the motion to freeze assets while the case was still jurisdictionally with 

the Court of Appeals. This premature exercise of authority is yet another 

example of the very overreach and disregard for jurisdictional limits that the 

Proposed Amended Complaint alleges as part of the RICO enterprise. By 

glossing over this critical procedural defect, Defendants once again twist the 

record in an effort to sanitize the judges’ conduct and shield it from scrutiny. 

 
 Defendants continue their pattern of distorting the procedural record, 

asserting that “Butler filed what he styled as an ‘ex parte emergency motion to 
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vacate stay, vacate protective order, freeze trust assets, and appoint neutral 

fiduciary to preserve trust res’” and that “Butler immediately appealed the 

scheduling order to the United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh 

Circuit.” (Opp. pp. 3) This characterization is misleading and incomplete. In 

reality, Plaintiff filed a properly verified ex parte emergency motion seeking 

immediate relief to prevent further dissipation of trust assets, and restore his 

rights under the First Amendment and as a trust beneficiary. Rather than rule 

on the emergency motion, Judge Alexakis’s clerk engaged in an improper ex 

parte communication with my then-counsel Racine Miller by sending an email 

that created confusion as to whether the motion had been granted or denied. 

My counsel promptly sought clarification, writing: “Just to clarify, the subject of 

your email is ‘Order Granting Plaintiff’s Verified Ex Parte Motion.’ Does that 

mean that Judge Alexakis granted our motion for the emergency TRO with a 

hearing tomorrow or Friday? I’m not sure if the Judge is denying the 

emergency motion and asking for a hearing on the motion.” (Exhibit E: email 

chain with KMFL Law and Carmen Acevedo, Judge Alexakis’s clerk dated July 

30, 2025). Instead of deciding the emergency motion on the merits as required, 

the Court attempted to convert it into a noticed hearing, prompting the 

immediate appeal of the scheduling order. By omitting this critical context, 

Defendants once again twist the record to portray Plaintiff’s appeal as frivolous 

when it was a direct and necessary response to the Court’s own procedural 

irregularities and failure to address an emergency motion in the manner 
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required by law.  Another instance of the very overreach and procedural 

manipulation alleged in the Proposed Amended Complaint as part of the RICO 

enterprise. 

Defendants further mischaracterize the Proposed Amended Complaint on 

page 8 of their Response, asserting that “Butler alleges these judges 

participated in the alleged RICO conspiracy largely by issuing decisions in 

other cases that were not in his favor.” This statement is patently false and 

constitutes another deliberate distortion of the record. Far from complaining 

merely about adverse rulings, the Proposed Amended Complaint alleges that 

Defendants Alexakis, Maldonado, Conlon, Walker, Bulleit, and the Cook 

County Chancery Clerk’s Office engaged in a coordinated pattern of 

extrajudicial misconduct, repeatedly and systematically denying my 

constitutional and due process rights in precisely the same manner across 

multiple jurisdictions, in an explicit effort to force me to abandon my claims 

and allow the enterprise to continue dissipating over $544 million in trust 

assets. (PAC ¶¶ 10–29, 200–350.) These allegations include, among other 

things, improper ex parte communications, unauthorized website surveillance 

constituting wire fraud, falsified court orders to prematurely regain 

jurisdiction, alteration of electronically filed subpoenas, baseless recusals timed 

to derail critical motions, and disparate procedural treatment that 

systematically favored the trust defendants while imposing undue burdens on 

me and my counsel. Such acts are not legitimate judicial decisions subject to 
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immunity or collateral-attack principles; they are predicate acts of 

racketeering, obstruction of justice, wire fraud, and witness tampering, 

undertaken in concert to obstruct justice and protect co-conspirators. 

Defendants’ attempt to reduce these detailed, particularized allegations to mere 

dissatisfaction with unfavorable outcomes is a transparent effort to evade the 

substance of the RICO claims pleaded in the Proposed Amended Complaint. 

 
II. Defendants’ Arguments Fail Point by Point 
 
 A. Judicial Immunity Does Not Shield Defendants  
 
 Defendants invoke absolute judicial immunity, citing Mireles v. Waco, 502 

U.S. 9 (1991), Stump v. Sparkman, 435 U.S. 349 (1978), and Pierson v. Ray, 386 

U.S. 547 (1967). Those cases presuppose validly appointed judges acting within 

their jurisdiction. The Proposed Amended Complaint demolishes both premises.

 
 First, the Proposed Amended Complaint pleads that Judges Alexakis and 

Maldonado’s nominations (both February 27, 2024) were executed via autopen 

without President Biden’s personal signature, rendering their commissions void 

ab initio. (PAC ¶¶ 37–45, 262–268, 370–380.) Article II, § 2 requires the 

President’s personal action for nominations. Ryder v. United States, 515 U.S. 

177, 182 (1995); Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. 137 (1803). Void appointments 

strip any claim to judicial immunity. 

 
 Second, even if the appointments were valid, the acts alleged are non-judicial. 

The Proposed Amended Complaint details blind rulings ignoring law and 
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evidence, obstruction of discovery, scheduling hearings to favor co-conspirators, 

and coordinated protection of trust defendants who dissipated over $544 million 

by judges who have a clear conflict of interest. These are “arbitrary exercises of 

power, akin to administrative fiat,” not judicial acts. Forrester v. White, 484 

U.S. 219, 229 (1988); Fields v. Wharrie, 740 F.3d 1107 (7th Cir. 2014). 

 
 Defendants assert that the actions of Judges Alexakis and Maldonado were 

“obviously taken in a judicial capacity” and “well within the jurisdiction’s 

purview of a judicial officer.” (Opp. pp. 10–11) This characterization is both 

inaccurate and incomplete. The Proposed Amended Complaint alleges a series 

of extrajudicial and investigative acts, including repeated unauthorized access 

to my previous counsel’s law firm website (KMFL Law, Inc.) before, during, and 

after key hearings and rulings, that constitute wire fraud under 18 U.S.C. § 

1343. (PAC ¶¶ 220–235, 280–300) When combined with improper ex parte 

communications, premature jurisdictional grabs, falsified orders, subpoena 

alterations, and coordinated favoritism, these acts demonstrate that the judges 

were not functioning as neutral judicial officers but as active participants in the 

alleged RICO enterprise. Judicial immunity does not extend to such conduct. 

Mireles, 502 U.S. at 11–12. 

 
 Defendants incorrectly assert that “Butler’s only attempt to avoid the 

application of judicial immunity is to assert that the nominations of Judge 

Alexakis and Judge Maldonado ‘were executed via autopen or unauthorized 
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means without President Biden’s personal signature.’” (Opp. pp. 11) This is

false. The Proposed Amended Complaint pleads multiple independent grounds 

showing the challenged acts fall outside judicial immunity, including 

extrajudicial surveillance, improper ex parte communications, and coordinated 

obstruction of justice. (PAC ¶¶ 200–350.) The autopen allegation was pled upon 

information and belief and qualified with the word “may” precisely because 

discovery is necessary to confirm the facts. Notably, during the April 9, 2026 

disqualification hearing before Judge Perry in the underlying case, Judge Perry 

herself admitted on the record that she was not present for the signing of her 

own judicial commission. ( Transcript of Proceedings before Hon. April 

M. Perry, 25-cv-4443, Apr. 9, 2026, at 9–10.) The Proposed Amended Complaint 

expressly alleges that the absence of the President’s personal signature renders 

the nominations constitutionally invalid under Article II, § 2, voiding the 

commissions ab initio. Consequently, the subsequent Senate confirmations, 

formal commissioning, and swearing-in ceremonies are likewise without legal 

effect. An individual without lawful judicial authority cannot claim the 

protection of absolute judicial immunity. 

B. This Court Has Jurisdiction – Rooker-Feldman Does Not Apply

Defendants claim this Court “lacks jurisdiction to review judicial actions in

Butler’s other case.” That misstates the claims. First, Judge Alexakis granted 

Plaintiff’s Motion for Disqualification on March 19, 2026, thus the request to 

force a recusal is moot. Second, the Proposed Amended Complaint does not seek 
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direct review or reversal of specific rulings; it seeks damages and prospective 

injunctive relief for an independent RICO enterprise that used the courts as a 

vehicle for fraud, obstruction, and asset dissipation. Exxon Mobil Corp. v. Saudi 

Basic Indus. Corp., 544 U.S. 280, 284 (2005); Harold v. Steel, 773 F.3d 884 (7th 

Cir. 2014). The Proposed Amended Complaint pleads independent injuries, 

dissipation of $544 million in trust assets and substantial legal fees, that 

predate and exist apart from any single ruling. Federal-question jurisdiction is 

clear under 28 U.S.C. § 1331 and RICO jurisdiction under 18 U.S.C. § 1964. 

 
 Defendants further assert that Plaintiff has an adequate equitable remedy at 

law through the appellate process. (Opp. pp. 13) This claim is both factually 

and legally untenable. There is no meaningful appellate remedy when judges 

act outside the scope of their judicial authority as active participants in a RICO 

enterprise, particularly where one of the named co-conspirator judges, Judge 

Maldonado, sits on the very Seventh Circuit panel to which any appeal would 

be directed. More fundamentally, the Proposed Amended Complaint is not a 

collateral attack on ordinary judicial rulings; it pleads detailed due process and 

constitutional violations arising from the judges’ extrajudicial conduct. These 

are predicate acts of racketeering, not adjudicatory errors subject to routine 

appellate review. No appellate remedy can cure the constitutional deprivations 

inflicted by judges operating as co-conspirators rather than neutral officers of 

the court. 
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C. The Proposed Amended Complaint States Viable RICO and 
Constitutional Claims  

 Defendants recycle their original motion-to-dismiss arguments, ignoring the 

detailed new allegations in the Proposed Amended Complaint.

 With respect to the RICO claim under 18 U.S.C. § 1962(c) and (d), the 

Proposed Amended Complaint pleads every necessary element with the 

particularity required by Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 9(b). It adequately 

alleges the existence of an association-in-fact enterprise comprising judges, 

court clerks, and co-conspirators operating across federal and state courts. 

Boyle v. United States, 556 U.S. 938 (2009); United States v. Turkette, 452 U.S. 

576 (1981). It further pleads a pattern of racketeering activity consisting of 

multiple predicate acts, including obstruction of justice (§ 1503), wire fraud (§ 

1343), and witness tampering (§ 1512), that occurred over a period of years and 

demonstrate both relatedness and continuity. H.J. Inc. v. Nw. Bell Tel. Co., 492 

U.S. 229 (1989); Sedima, S.P.R.L. v. Imrex Co., 473 U.S. 479 (1985). Finally, the 

Proposed Amended Complaint alleges direct and proximate injury to Plaintiff’s 

business and property interests in excess of $500 million. Anza v. Ideal Steel 

Supply Corp., 547 U.S. 451 (2006); Hemi Group, LLC v. City of New York, 559 

U.S. 1 (2010). These allegations are supported by specific factual averments 

that tie each named Defendant to the operation and management of the 

enterprise. (PAC ¶¶ 200–350.) 
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Defendants assert that the predicate acts are not drawn from the statute’s 

“specified list of criminal laws,” that the Seventh Circuit has “repeatedly 

rejected” RICO claims relying heavily on mail and wire fraud, and that Plaintiff 

merely contends the defendants are “directly linked because they all visited the 

public website of his attorney.” (Opp. pp. 13–15) All three contentions are 

legally and factually incorrect. Wire fraud under 18 U.S.C. § 1343 is expressly 

enumerated as a RICO predicate act. 18 U.S.C. § 1961(1)(B). The Proposed 

Amended Complaint meets, and exceeds, Rule 9(b) particularity requirements 

by identifying the specific predicate acts of wire fraud (unauthorized electronic 

surveillance of counsel’s law firm website, kmfllaw.com), obstruction of justice, 

and witness tampering, all tied to specific dates, court events, and the 

dissipation of trust assets. (PAC ¶¶ 220–235, 280–300, 370–380.) These acts 

continue unabated to this day.

 
 The attached updated website access logs (Exhibit F) document multiple 

visits to prior counsel’s firm website, kmfllaw.com, and its case-specific pages 

(including the dedicated /raymond-butler page) as recently as April 18, 2026. 

These accesses originated from Chicago-area IPs, AT&T service lines, Microsoft 

Azure VPNs, and addresses expressly linked to the Administrative Office of the 

United States Courts. In particular, the IP address 63.241.40.126, identified as 

belonging to the “Administrative Office of the United States Courts (CI - 

Administrative Office of The United States Courts SID-19043),” accessed 

kmfllaw.com and its case-specific pages (including /raymond-butler, /our-
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attorneys, /why-kmfl-law, and the homepage) at least eleven (11) times

between April 7 and April 15, 2026, with eight targeted visits occurring on 

April 14, 2026 alone. 

 
 Defendants’ characterization of the website-visitation allegations is a 

significant distortion. The Proposed Amended Complaint does not rest on the 

mere fact that various defendants visited a public website; rather, it alleges, 

and the logs confirm, that multiple proposed defendants, their agents, and 

other parties with a direct interest in the litigation (including court personnel 

and representatives of the Church/Maryville Academy) repeatedly and 

simultaneously accessed not only the homepage but, specifically and in close 

temporal proximity to one another on the dedicated “Raymond Butler” case 

page and the “Our Attorneys” bio page. (PAC ¶¶ 220–235.) 

 
 These targeted, coordinated visits strongly suggest that the visitors are 

communicating with each other in real time while on the site. This pattern of 

extrajudicial surveillance is further compounded by the defendants’ systematic 

obstruction of discovery, their repeated refusal to permit me to testify fully 

(including continually cutting me off mid-testimony), the practice of deposing 

me from the bench, and the improper deposition of my own previous counsel 

before starting the August 27th hearing, all of which are detailed extensively in 

the Proposed Amended Complaint. (PAC ¶¶ 280–300, 320–350.) These concrete, 

ongoing accesses, occurring in temporal proximity to critical rulings, provide 
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ample particularity to plead the “who, what, when, where, and how” of the 

wire-fraud predicates and demonstrate precisely why limited discovery is 

necessary to confirm the identities and affiliations of those responsible. 

Defendants’ conclusory assertion that the allegations lack particularity is 

therefore meritless. 

 
 To compound the injury, on April 17, 2026, just one day after prior counsel 

filed a motion seeking clarification of the transcripts from the April 9, 2026 

hearing before Judge Perry, the Executive Committee of the United States 

District Court for the Northern District of Illinois, Eastern Division, entered an 

order suspending her from the practice of law in this District and disabling her 

PACER credentials until she is reinstated to the General Bar. The Executive 

Committee predicated the suspension on Local Rule 83.26(c), which requires an 

attorney to notify the Court of any discipline imposed by another court, in this 

instance, discipline imposed by the United States Court of Appeals for the 

Seventh Circuit in November 2025. Notably, the sanction was imposed shortly 

after counsel filed a motion to disqualify Judge Maldonado, and after she had 

been named as a defendant in this very action. These circumstances strongly 

suggest that the suspension constitutes a retaliatory measure directed at 

counsel for her vigorous representation of Plaintiff. As a direct result, Plaintiff 

has been deprived of his chosen counsel, and the suspension is likely to deter 

any other qualified attorney from undertaking representation in this or any of 

Plaintiff's related cases. 
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The logs further reveal that IP addresses associated with the Catholic 

Church accessed the same website and case-specific pages at the same time as 

the court-related IPs, and immediately after prior counsel transmitted a 

settlement demand letter protected under Federal Rule of Evidence 408 in 

connection with ongoing negotiations involving both the Church and Maryville 

Academy on my behalf. This coordinated access correlates directly with the 

timing of the Executive Committee’s suspension of prior counsel from practice 

in the Northern District of Illinois.  

 
 Defendants contend that Plaintiff is “required to show that the defendants 

agreed to maintain an interest in or control of an enterprise or to participate in 

the affairs of the enterprise.” (Opp. pp. 15) This misstates the governing 

standard under 18 U.S.C. § 1962(d). A RICO conspiracy is established when a 

defendant agrees to participate, directly or indirectly, in the affairs of the 

enterprise through a pattern of racketeering activity; it is not necessary that 

every defendant knew the full scope of the conspiracy or was aware of every 

other co-conspirator. As the Seventh Circuit has explained, “a RICO conspirator 

‘must intend to further an endeavor which, if completed, would satisfy all 

elements of a substantive criminal offense, but it suffices that he adopt the goal 

of furthering or facilitating the criminal endeavor.’” Empress Casino Joliet 

Corp. v. Balmoral Racing Club, Inc., 831 F.3d 815, 822–23 (7th Cir. 2016) 

(quoting Salinas v. United States, 522 U.S. 52, 65 (1997)). The Proposed 
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Amended Complaint amply pleads that each Defendant knowingly agreed to 

and did participate in the affairs of the alleged association-in-fact RICO 

enterprise through multiple specific predicate acts. (PAC ¶¶ 200–350.) 

Defendants’ narrower view of the conspiracy requirement is inconsistent with 

controlling precedent and should be rejected.

 
 As to the constitutional claims, the Proposed Amended Complaint converts 

the claims against the federal judges (Alexakis and Maldonado) to Bivens

actions while retaining the § 1983 claims against the state actors. Bivens v. Six 

Unknown Named Agents, 403 U.S. 388 (1971); Davis v. Passman, 442 U.S. 228 

(1979). No “special factors” counseling hesitation preclude recognition of a 

damages remedy in this context, where federal judges are alleged to have 

participated directly in a racketeering enterprise that deprived Plaintiff of his 

constitutional rights. Ziglar v. Abbasi, 582 U.S. 120 (2017); Egbert v. Boule, 596 

U.S. 482 (2022) (distinguished). The Proposed Amended Complaint pleads the 

color-of-law abuses and specific constitutional violations with the requisite 

detail. 

 
 Defendants’ cursory Rule 12(b)(6) argument fundamentally misapplies the 

governing pleading standard and ignores the extraordinary evidentiary record 

before the Court.  (Opp. pp. 9-10) The Proposed Amended Complaint is not a 

bare or conclusory pleading; it is supported by more than 600 pages of detailed 

exhibits that supply contemporaneous documentary proof, including court 

Case: 1:25-cv-10904 Document #: 66 Filed: 04/20/26 Page 19 of 124 PageID #:2300



17
 

transcripts, email chains, IP access logs, and altered subpoenas, for every 

element of the RICO and constitutional claims. This volume of supporting 

material places the Proposed Amended Complaint well beyond any conceivable 

pleading threshold. As the Supreme Court explained in Bell Atl. Corp. v. 

Twombly, 550 U.S. 544, 556 (2007), the plausibility standard “does not impose a 

probability requirement at the pleading stage; it simply calls for enough fact to 

raise a reasonable expectation that discovery will reveal evidence” of the 

alleged misconduct. Ashcroft v. Iqbal, 556 U.S. 662, 678 (2009), reinforces that 

a complaint satisfies Rule 12(b)(6) when it pleads “factual content that allows 

the court to draw the reasonable inference that the defendant is liable for the 

misconduct alleged.” Here, the combination of particularized factual allegations 

spanning hundreds of paragraphs together with more than 600 pages of 

corroborating exhibits readily satisfies, and substantially exceeds, this 

standard. Defendants’ conclusory assertion that the claims are insufficient is 

therefore without merit. 

 
III. No Undue Delay or Prejudice 
 
 Plaintiff promptly sought leave after the Court flagged the procedural issue 

regarding failure to amend the complaint in the 21-day statutory window. No 

prejudice to Defendants exists; they have already briefed the merits.

 
 
CONCLUSION 
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For the foregoing reasons, and because justice requires it, Plaintiff’s Motion 

to Amend should be granted. The Clerk should be directed to file the Proposed 

Amended Complaint (ECF No. 59). Defendants’ pending motion to dismiss the 

original complaint should be denied as moot.

Respectfully submitted,
         

/s/_______________________
     Raymond E. Butler II

         Plaintiff, pro se

Raymond E. Butler II  
14320 Shirley Rd. 
Baraga, MI. 49908
773-997-0328
raymondebutler@protonmail.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Raymond E. Butler II, the undersigned pro se Plaintiff in the above-
captioned matter, hereby certify as follows:

On April 20, 2026, I caused the foregoing Plaintiff’s Reply in Support of 
Motion to Amend Complaint, together with all attached exhibits, to be 
electronically submitted through the pro se portal of the Court’s CM/ECF 
(PACER) system for filing in the United States District Court for the Northern 
District of Illinois, Eastern Division.

Upon acceptance and docketing by the Clerk, the Court’s CM/ECF system 
will automatically generate and transmit a Notice of Electronic Filing to all 
counsel of record who are registered CM/ECF users. Such transmission 
constitutes proper service upon them pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil 
Procedure 5(b)(2)(E) and the Court’s General Order on Electronic Case Filing.

Respectfully submitted,

  
By: _______________________________ 
              Raymond E. Butler II
                   Plaintiff, pro se

Raymond E. Butler II  
14320 Shirley Rd. 
Baraga, MI. 49908
773-997-0328
raymondebutler@protonmail.com 
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900500.005405  4888-1291-5940.3  

Dykema Gossett PLLC 
400 Renaissance Center 
Detroit, MI 48243 

WWW.DYKEMA.COM

Tel: (313) 568-6800 
Fax: (313) 568-6893 

John F. Rhoades
Direct Dial: (313) 568-6628 
Direct Fax: (855) 256-1458 
Email: JRhoades@dykema.com 

Ca l i fo rn ia  |  I l l i no is  |  Mich igan  |  Minneso ta  |  Texas  |  Wash ington,  D.C.  |  W iscons in  

September 13, 2024 Via Email  

Racine Michelle Miller 
The Michigan Law Firm PC 
135 N Old Woodward Ave., Ste. 270 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
racine@themichiganlawfirm.com  

Re:  Cease and Desist // Raymond E. Butler, II 

Dear Ms. Miller: 

We represent CIBC Bank USA (“CIBC”) with regard to recent harassing phone calls and emails 
made by and on behalf of your client, Raymond E. Butler, II, to CIBC employees.  

We have been advised that Mr. Butler has made inappropriate and threatening remarks to CIBC 
employees over the last several days and has called CIBC employees more than 10 times since 
Monday, September 9, 2024. Mr. Butler is not a client of CIBC. Please direct your client to 
refrain from any further harassing correspondence with CIBC.   

Mr. Butler was advised on September 11th that he should direct all correspondence to a shared 
CIBC legal mailbox and that all correspondence should be made in writing and through counsel, 
if he has counsel. 

Since then, CIBC has received a number of emails from your office, including one from non-
attorney Josh Freeman, sent on your behalf, which was sent to 19 CIBC employees, including 
CIBC Executive Committee members. Please cease and desist from any further 
correspondence to those individuals and direct any future communications regarding this matter 
to me.   

With regard to the request for information in your September 11 and September 12, 2024 
letters, we note that your client is not associated with any accounts at CIBC and we are not 
aware of any authority he has to receive any of the requested information.  Additionally, CIBC 
does not administer or manage the trusts referred to in your correspondence. 

We note that defendants named in the lawsuit referenced in your September 11, 2024 letter, 
Western District of Michigan, Case No. 24-cv-00134, have moved this week for a stay and 
dismissal of that action and for sanctions.  
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Please acknowledge receipt of this letter and confirm that your firm and your client will act in 
accordance with it. Should further harassing communications to CIBC employees continue, we 
will take all necessary steps allowed under applicable law to address this matter.   

Regards, 

Dykema Gossett PLLC 

John F. Rhoades 
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Dykema Gossett PLLC 
400 Renaissance Center 
Detroit, MI 48243 

WWW.DYKEMA.COM

Tel: (313) 568-6800 
Fax: (313) 568-6893 

John F. Rhoades
Direct Dial: (313) 568-6628 
Direct Fax: (855) 256-1458 
Email: JRhoades@dykema.com 

Ca l i fo rn ia  |  I l l i no is  |  Mich igan  |  Minneso ta  |  Texas  |  Wash ington,  D.C.  |  W iscons in  

September 19, 2024 Via Email  

Racine Michelle Miller 
The Michigan Law Firm PC 
135 N Old Woodward Ave., Ste. 270 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
racine@themichiganlawfirm.com  

Re:  Second Cease and Desist Demand // Raymond E. Butler II 

Dear Ms. Miller: 

As discussed yesterday, your client, Raymond E. Butler II, has violated our cease-and-desist 
demands made to you on September 12 (via phone) and September 13 (via letter) by continuing 
to directly contact and harass CIBC employees in numerous emails sent between September 13 
and 18. We again demand that all such correspondence cease immediately and that any further 
communication regarding this matter be directed to Dykema. This demand is made on behalf of 
CIBC and CIBC Bank USA (collectively, “CIBC”).  

Please confirm Mr. Butler will comply with this demand. If we do not receive that confirmation from 
you and if direct communications from Mr. Butler to CIBC continue, we will be required to take 
legal action to stop it and to seek all damages, costs, fees, and sanctions as may be appropriate.  

As we advised you in our September 13 letter, your client is not associated with any accounts at 
CIBC. Further, CIBC does not administer or manage the trusts referred to in your September 11 
and September 18 letters and you have provided no documents or information whatsoever 
supporting your assertion in your September 18 letter that he is a “beneficiary to the 
aforementioned trusts.” In short, as previously advised, your client is not entitled to the information 
you and he have requested. If you have any documents supporting assertions to the contrary, 
please provide them to me.  

A summary of some of the harassing correspondence sent by your client is provided here: 

On September 9, your client called a CIBC banker, demanded that accounts be frozen, 
and made aggressive and threatening remarks. He has called CIBC employees numerous 
times, including calling one employee 17 times since September 9, with seven of those 
calls being made on the morning of September 10 alone. 
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On September 12, I called your office and I asked to speak with you but was connected 
to your non-attorney business manager, Josh Freedman. I asked Mr. Freedman to have 
you give me a call, told him to deliver the message that the harassing communications 
from your client to CIBC must stop, and advised that all further correspondence regarding 
this matter should be directed to Dykema. I did not receive a return call from you. 

On September 13 at 11:11 a.m., we emailed you a letter instructing you and your client to 
cease and desist from further harassing correspondence to CIBC and advising that any 
future communications regarding this matter should be directed to me. That did not 
happen. 

On September 13 at 7:45 p.m., in violation of that cease-and-desist demand—which you 
confirmed during our phone call yesterday that you shared with your client—Mr. Butler 
emailed 18 CIBC employees, addressing his email and a letter to the “CIBC Board of 
Directors.” In that correspondence, Mr. Butler stated that his “counsel” received a call from 
me. As you know, you and I had not spoken at that point. This implies that Mr. Freedman 
of your office, who is not an attorney, is engaging in the practice of law or has led Mr. 
Butler to believe that he is authorized to do so in violation of MCL 600.916(1).1

On September 16, your client emailed CIBC General Counsel and other employees 
regarding unidentified “Trust Agreements and Amendments” and what he referred to as 
“my accounts”—falsely suggesting that he has accounts at CIBC.  

1 MCL 600.916(1) provides as follows:  

A person shall not practice law or engage in the law business, shall not in any manner 
whatsoever lead others to believe that he or she is authorized to practice law or to 
engage in the law business, and shall not in any manner whatsoever represent or 
designate himself or herself as an attorney and counselor, attorney at law, or lawyer, 
unless the person is regularly licensed and authorized to practice law in this state. A 
person who violates this section is guilty of contempt of the supreme court and of the 
circuit court of the county in which the violation occurred, and upon conviction is 
punishable as provided by law. This section does not apply to a person who is duly 
licensed and authorized to practice law in another state while temporarily in this state 
and engaged in a particular matter. 

In addition to your client’s statement that his “counsel received a call” on September 13, we note 
that (a) Mr. Freedman drafted and typed your name on a September 11, 2024 letter that he 
emailed to 19 CIBC employees and (b) your legal assistant, Nick, who answered two of my 
phone calls to your office yesterday suggested that I speak with Mr. Freedman instead of you 
about this matter. 
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On September 17, your client again emailed CIBC General Counsel and other CIBC 
employees.  

Yesterday, after three calls to your office, I finally received a return phone call from you. I 
again advised you in that call that your client was continuing to improperly harass CIBC 
and again requested an immediate cessation of all such direct communications to CIBC. 
I asked you to confirm that your client will refrain from further correspondence with CIBC 
regarding this matter, and followed that request with an email. You confirmed during our 
phone call that you would speak with your client early yesterday afternoon. 

After we spoke and after the time you indicated you would be speaking with your client, 
your client continued to directly contact CIBC employees and emailed a CIBC employee 
and the CIBC CEO and President.  

You indicated on the phone and confirmed via letter yesterday that you have not instructed 
your client to stop communicating with CIBC directly. During our phone call yesterday, you 
requested a response to your client’s September 13 letter, confirming your knowledge of 
and complicity in his continued direct correspondence to CIBC in violation of our cease-
and-desist demands.  

Rather than serve a subpoena or engage in lawful or appropriate discovery with regard to the 
lawsuit you filed in the Western District of Michigan, or the pending action in Cook County, Illinois 
to which your client is a party, you have condoned your client’s numerous, direct, harassing 
communications with CIBC employees in violation of our cease-and-desist demands.  

As such, and given the inaccuracies and material misrepresentations in your and Mr. Butler’s 
correspondence, we draw your attention to the following Michigan Rules of Professional Conduct: 

Rule 4.1. Truthfulness in Statements to Others.  

In the course of representing a client, a lawyer shall not knowingly make a false statement 
of material fact or law to a third person. 

Rule 4.2. Communication With a Person Represented by Counsel.  

(a) In representing a client, a lawyer shall not communicate about the subject of the 
representation with a person whom the lawyer knows to be represented in the matter by 
another lawyer, unless the lawyer has the consent of the other lawyer or is authorized by 
law to do so. 

*** 

Rule 8.4. Misconduct.  

It is professional misconduct for a lawyer to:  
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(a) violate or attempt to violate the Rules of Professional Conduct, knowingly assist or 
induce another to do so, or do so through the acts of another;  

(b) engage in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit, misrepresentation, or violation 
of the criminal law, where such conduct reflects adversely on the lawyer’s honesty, 
trustworthiness, or fitness as a lawyer; 

Your unsupported assertion yesterday that Mr. Butler is entitled to information he has requested 
from CIBC “under fiduciary law and other applicable authority” is false.  

We draw your attention to Illinois Banking Act, which governs CIBC banking operations and 
banking charter as well as CIBC’s deposit account agreements, and provides in part as follows: 

(c) Except as otherwise provided by this Act, a bank may not disclose to any 
person, except to the customer or his duly authorized agent, any financial 
records or financial information obtained from financial records relating to 
that customer of that bank unless: 
        (1) the customer has authorized disclosure to the
    person; 
        (2) the financial records are disclosed in response

    
to a lawful subpoena, summons, warrant, citation to discover assets, or 
court order which meets the requirements of subsection (d) of this Section; 
or

        (3) the bank is attempting to collect an obligation 

    
owed to the bank and the bank complies with the provisions of Section 2I 
of the Consumer Fraud and Deceptive Business Practices Act. 

*** 

(f) Any person who knowingly and willfully induces or attempts to induce any officer or 
employee of a bank to disclose financial records in violation of this Section is guilty of a 
business offense and, upon conviction, shall be fined not more than $1,000. 

Your client is not a customer of CIBC and no “lawful subpoena, summons, warrant, citation to 
discover assets, or court order” has been provided.  

In addition to the above-referenced rules of professional conduct and banking laws, your 
client’s repeated and continuing harassment of CIBC employees is unconsented contact that 
serves no legitimate purpose, which may give rise to civil claims and criminal penalties. MCL 
750.411h; MCL 600.2954. 

You appear to be condoning, if not aiding and abetting, fraudulent misrepresentations, violations 
of financial privacy laws, and continuing harassment of CIBC employees.  

We again note that defendants named in the lawsuit referenced in your September 11, 2024 
letter, Western District of Michigan, Case No. 24-cv-00134 have moved for a stay, dismissal and 
sanctions under Fed. R. Civ. P. 11 and 28 USC §1927, asserting that the claims you have 
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asserted on behalf of Mr. Butler there are vexatious and frivolous, and we note that the court 
has recently determined that you filed that lawsuit in an improper venue.  

We request your written confirmation today that you will comply with this cease-and-desist 
demand, that your client’s harassing communications to CIBC will stop immediately, and that you 
and your client will comply with applicable legal authority, including the rules and statutes cited 
herein. As previously requested, all further correspondence regarding this matter should be 
directed to Dykema as outside counsel for CIBC. We will continue to take all necessary action to 
protect our client and its employees. 

If you wish to discuss this matter further, I welcome your call. 

Regards, 

Dykema Gossett PLLC 

John F. Rhoades
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Jesse L. Roth 
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 GUTMAN & ASSOCIATES, LLC 
Attorneys at Law

 4018 N. Lincoln Avenue 

 Chicago, Illinois 60618 
 Tel (773) 472-4500 

 Fax (773) 472-2430 
 
        Jeffrey K. Gutman    

  
  

February 17, 2022  
 
 
Steven M. Novak 
Estate and Probate Legal Group, Ltd 
915 Harger Road, Suite 301 
Oak Brook, Illinois 60523  
 

Re: Butler v Eddi 
2020 CH 00675 
 

Dear Mr. Novak: 
 
I have been contacted to represent Ilana Eddi in this matter. To this date, I do not believe Mr. 
Eddi has been served. As your complaint admits Ilana and Ely Eddi live in separate states and 
service upon Ilana is not valid service upon Ely Eddi. 
 
From reading the complaint it is apparent that Mr. Butler has not provided you with truthful 
information. Attached is a release executed by Mr. Butler dated by him on September 23, 2009, 
which acknowledges receipt of the $30,000.00 disbursement referred to in Exhibit A of the 
complaint. Thus, it is clear that the allegation that Mr. Butler only received $5,000 was not 
accurate. 
 
Mr. Butler was never a beneficiary of the Trust, and your complaint admits that Mr. Butler was 
not adopted by Mr. or Mrs. Finn. Thus, he has no rights to make this claim.  
 
Further, the release makes it clear that Mr. Butler released any claim he may have had against the 
Trust, Ilana and Ely Eddi. The enclosed release states as follows: 
  

Raymond Butler, his successors and assigns hereby forever releases and discharges the 
Jack Finn Irrevocable Trust, Ilana Eddi, individually and as Trustee, Ely Eddi, 
individually and as Trustee and Jack Finn for any and all claims, demands, suits, actions, 
chose in actions whether in law, equity or probate which it now has or shall ever have 
against the foregoing arising out of any claim or interest in the Jack Finn Irrevocable 
Trust or any claims that any funds are due or owing from Jack Finn, Ilana Eddi, Ely Edy 
or their successors or assigns. 
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.
In addition, even if Mr. Butler was entitled to an accounting (which we deny) the Trust was 
never funded so there is no accounting to provide.  
 
For all of these reasons, the lawsuit that you filed has no basis in fact or law Request is made that 
you confirm within the next 7 days that you will dismiss this lawsuit. My client is extremely 
upset over this frivolous filing. Should it be necessary for me to file an appearance, I have been 
directed to seek sanctions under Rule 137 or under Rule 11 should any Defendant file a removal 
to Federal Court. 
 
 
 
      Very truly yours, 
 
      GUTMAN & ASSOCIATES LLC 
 
      Jeffrey K. Gutman 
 
       
      Jeffrey K. Gutman 
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