
 

Dates Location Activities 

Circa 1877 
- 1901 

Lafayette, Indiana ● She grew up in Lafayette. 
● She worked for the Wabash Railroad around 1898 to 1901. 

1901 - 1903 Detroit, Michigan She works as the Extension Secretary for the Y.W.C.A. in Detroit 

1903 Lafayette, Indiana ● Returns to Lafayette and returns to work for the Wabash 
Railroad 

● Marries Carlos in 1903 
Circa 1903 
- 1904 

Ocoya, Illinois ● After marriage, she moved in with Carlos in Ocoya 
● Ocoya was a very small town, approximately 100 miles 

southwest of Chicago on Route 66, now on Interstate 55. 
● According to Wikipedia, the Baptist church there was built in 

1871 but does not appear on a current map. 
● Their first child, Dorothy Irwin Dinsmore, was born in 

Chenoa, Illinois, about 5 miles from Ocoya. 
Circa 1904 
– 1907 

Harvey, Illinois (Chicago 
area) 

● She accompanies Carlos as he changed churches in 1904 
and while he received a bachelor’s degree at University of 
Chicago in 1907 

● There are currently three Baptist church buildings in Harvey, 
two of which are boarded up. Abundance Baptist Church 
(corner of E. 154th Street & Lexington, New Bethel Missionary 
Baptist Church (corner of E. 154th Street and Broadway) and 
South Suburban Missionary Baptist Church (corner of E. 
152nd Street and Lexington) 

● 1907 - Margaret Millson Dinsmore was born. 
1907-1914 Anderson, Indiana ● Carlos becomes lead pastor for Anderson Baptist Church, 

an hour northeast of Indianapolis 
● 1911 - Their 3rd child, William James “Jim” Dinsmore was 

born there 
1914 - 1915 Evansville, Indiana ● Carlos was lead pastor for Baptist church in Evansville, 

Indiana  
● Daughter Dorothy contracts and recovers from typhoid fever 

1915 – 
1931 

Indianapolis, Indiana ● Their 4th child, Bertha Elizabeth was born there 
● Washington Avenue residence 
● WWI occurs 

Circa 1931 
– 1937 

East Orange, New 
Jersey 

● Their inferred residence in 1935 is East Orange, Essex, New 
Jersey. 

● Her mother Emeline Irwin Buschman died in 1935 
Circa 1937 
– 1941 

Teaneck, New Jersey ● The 1940 Census shows Carlos and Bertha’s home at that 
time to be Teaneck, Bergen, New Jersey, and his occupation 
is Minister, and he owns their house, and that its value is 
$8,500.   

● When son, Jim, and daughter-in-law, Bonnie Maude, were 
visiting them there, there are pictures of Bonnie Elizabeth 
Dinsmore Riordan with them in Teaneck when she was 7 
months old.  So, it had to be in 1937.    

● Her father, August Buschman died in 1938. 
1941 – 
1948 

South Haven, Michigan ● Pastor First Baptist Church South Haven Michigan 
beginning in October of 1941 until he retired 

● World War II occurs 
● 1948: Carlos dies 

1948 - 1962 South Haven, Michigan 
and Children’s 
Locations 

● She stayed in Michigan.  BEDR recalls continuing to visit 
her there. 

● She spent the winter months with her kids on rotation 
● Her sister, Grace, died in 1963. 

1962 - 1966 Maywood, Illinois ● Moved to Maywood, Illinois into the Baptist Retirement 
Home at 316 Randolph Street 

● Selected Maywood likely to be near her daughter, Margaret 
 

 


