
Dates Location Activities 
1875 - 1881 St. Mary’s, Ontario, 

Canada 
Born in Canada and then moved to Michigan at age 6 with his 
family. 

Circa 1881 
– 1896 

Imlay City, Michigan Grew up in Imlay City, 55 miles directly north of Detroit.  It is not 
clear what he did right after high school graduation in 1891, 
perhaps still living at home. Records show that he was still in 
Imlay City in 1894. 

Circa 1896 
– 1900 

Kalamazoo, Michigan • Received associate bachelor’s degree from Kalamazoo 
College, likely in 1900 

• Lived together with his brother, Andrew Milton, at 42 
Dormitory West 

Circa 1900 
– 1903 

Location(s) unclear, 
perhaps Lafayette, 
Indiana 

● Secretary of the YMCA for Purdue University in Lafayette, 
Indiana, likely from 1900 to 1902 

● Ordained 1902 
● June 1902 – Back to Imlay City as a guest of some friends 
● Meets Bertha Buschman – when, how and where is unclear; 

perhaps she was home for Christmas 1902 just before he 
took the job at the Ocoya church 

● March 1903 – Visiting friends on the west side of Lafayette 
1903 Lafayette, Indiana Marries Bertha in 1903 in August 
Circa 1903 
- 1904 

Ocoya, Illinois ● Ocoya was a very small town, approximately 100 miles 
southwest of Chicago on Route 66, now on Interstate 55. 

● According to Wikipedia, the Baptist church there was built in 
1871 but does not appear on a current map. 

● Their first child, Dorothy Irwin Dinsmore, was born in 
Chenoa, Illinois, about 5 miles from Ocoya. 

Circa 1904 
- 1907 

Harvey, Illinois (South 
Chicago area) 

● He received bachelor’s degree at University of Chicago in 
1907 

● There are currently three Baptist church buildings in Harvey, 
two of which are boarded up. Abundance Baptist Church 
(corner of E. 154th Street & Lexington, New Bethel Missionary 
Baptist Church (corner of E. 154th Street and Broadway) and 
South Suburban Missionary Baptist Church (corner of E. 
152nd Street and Lexington) 

● Margaret Millson Dinsmore was born in 1907 
1907-1914 Anderson, Indiana ● Lead pastor for Anderson Baptist Church in Anderson, 

Indiana. 
● 1911 - Their 3rd child, William James “Jim” Dinsmore was 

born there 
● 1913 – Father died in Kansas City when he was 38 years 

old. He and several of his siblings had visited their father 
there in KC back in September of 1912. 

1914 - 1915 Evansville, Indiana ● Lead pastor for Baptist church in Evansville, Indiana 
● Daughter Dorothy contracts and recovers from typhoid 

fever 

1915 – 1931 Indianapolis, Indiana ● General Superintendent of the Indiana Baptist Convention  
● Completes doctorate degree at Franklin College in 1920 
● Their 4th child, Bertha Elizabeth was born there 



● Registered for the draft for World War 1 - Registration Card 
says he was 43, living in Indianapolis with wife Bertha I 
Dinsmore at 438 N. Riley.  His occupation is clergyman, 
and his employer is General Superintendent. Indiana 
Baptist Church.  His height is listed as medium, his build as 
medium with brown eyes and brown hair 

Circa 1931 
- 1937 

East Orange, New Jersey 
 

• Secretary American Baptist Home Mission Society 1931-
September 1941 

• Their inferred residence in 1935 is East Orange, Essex, New 
Jersey. 

Circa 1937 
- 1941 

Teaneck, New Jersey ● The 1940 Census shows Carlos and Bertha’s home at that 
time to be Teaneck, Bergen, New Jersey, and his 
occupation is Minister, and he owns their house, and that 
its value is $8,500.   

● His income is stated at $4,500. The Census also states that 
he had worked 68 hours in the week prior to the census.   

● Of course, this census does not provide the date for when 
he retired. When Mom & Dad were visiting them there, 
there are pictures of Bonnie Elizabeth Dinsmore Riordan 
with them in Teaneck when she was 7 months old.  So, it 
had to be in 1937.    

1941 – 1948 South Haven, Michigan ● Pastor First Baptist Church South Haven Michigan 
beginning in October of 1941 until he retired 

● 1944 – Mother Mary Jane Beersheba Millson died in 
Kalamazoo, MI when he was 69 years Old. She had 
dementia. 

● According to Who Was Who in America, Vol II. 1943-1950, 
he was a Republican 

● World War II occurs 
● Dies in 1948 

 


