
2026 Multi-state Summer Forage Field Day 
August 18 | 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
University of Minnesota West Central Research & Outreach Center 
46352 MN-329, Morris, MN 56267  

Registration: Register at z.umn.edu/forageday2026. $20 registration before Aug. 1. $30 for walk-ins. 

This field day will include a combination of classroom and field demonstrations supported by 
Upper Midwest universities and forage associations and USDA-ARS, along with generous support 
from sponsors. 

Agenda 

Registration & parking........................................................................................................................... 9-9:30 am 

Welcome & orientation...............................................................................................................................9:30-9:40 am 
Transportation available to field sites 

Stop 1: Interseeding in alfalfa & sorghum processing...............................................................9:40-10:40 am 
●​ Marisol Berti, NDSU Extension, & sorghum processing demonstration 

Stop 2: Grazing innovation & pests....................................................................................................10:40-11:40 am 
●​ Grazing under solar panels, virtual fencing, and rotational grazing systems: Brad Heins, UMN 

West-Central ROC, and Sabrina Florentino, UMN Extension 
●​ Alfalfa forage pests (Field Scouting): Anthony Hanson, UMN Extension 

Stop 3: Manure application simulation....................................................................................11:40 am-12:10 pm 
●​ Manure on forage demo (utilizing clean water as a high-visibility stand-in): Chryseis 

Modderman, UMN Extension 

Mid-day and afternoon session: Classroom 

Lunch and forage ID scoring........................................................................................................................ 12:20-1 pm 
●​ Buffet lunch served alongside a forage identification competition: Shelby Gruss, ISU Extension 

Session 1: Alfalfa disease & insects............................................................................................................. 1-1:45 pm 
●​ Current research on alfalfa diseases and insects such as alfalfa weevil: Deb Samac, USDA-ARS, 

and Anthony Hanson, UMN Extension 

Session 2: Interseeding forages in the Upper Midwest............................................................... 1:45-2:30 pm 
●​ Marisol Berti, NDSU Extension 

Session 3: Manure nutrients & soil health follow up........................................................................... 2:30-3 pm 
●​ Evaluating application rates, nitrogen values, and soil compaction data: Chryseis Modderman, 

UMN Extension 

 

https://z.umn.edu/forageday2026


Event partners 
We are proud to collaborate with leading organizations, researchers, and local businesses 
to bring you today's event. Our partners provide the vital insights, equipment, and support 
that keep our agricultural community growing. Thank you for your continued commitment 
to innovation in the field. 
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