AMPLIFY: SPOKEN WORD POETRY CHALLENGE
Poetry with Purpose – Voices with Power
RULES

1. Eligibility
· Open to youth ages 13 to 19 years. Youth should be 19 years of age when the final competition takes place April 18, 2026.
· Each contestant must have a sponsor (parent, coach, or mentor) who is 21 years or older.
· Past grand prize winners are not eligible to compete. Previous non-winning participants may re-enter.
· AMPLIFY reserves the right to limit the number of contestants/registrations from any one school or organization.

2. Competition Structure
Contestants agree to perform in both rounds:
· Round 1 – AMPLIFY: Published Poem Recitation
Perform a poem from a curated list provided by www.poetryfoundation.org
· Round 2 – AMPLIFY: Original Voices Live
Perform an original work created by the contestant(s).
Copyright ownership of all submitted original work remains with the contestant(s).

3. Performance Requirements
· Contestants in Round 2 may perform individually or in a group of up to three participants.
· Performances must be delivered live and in person.
· Presentation length: Approximately 3 to 5 minutes.
· Contestants must rely solely on voice, expression, and body language.
· Audio effects, musical accompaniment, costumes, and props are not permitted.
· Contestants must submit an electronic copy (Word document) of all performance pieces prior to the event. Failure to submit performance pieces will result in disqualification.

4. Prize Distribution
· In the event a group performance is selected as a winner, the prize money will be divided at the discretion of the members of the winning group.

5. Originality and Integrity
· Submissions must not be publicly shared (including on social media or performance platforms) until the contest has concluded.
· Plagiarism or use of copyrighted material without permission will result in disqualification.
· AI Usage:
· AI tools may be used for research, brainstorming, or grammar checking.
· AI may not be used to generate or rewrite large portions of a poem.
· Contestants must ensure the work is authentically their own and may be asked to verify authorship.

6. Judging
· The judges’ decisions are final and binding.
· Evaluation criteria will include originality, performance, clarity, emotional impact, and creativity.
· Refer to the Judging Rubric for detailed scoring information.
