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Editorial,

Public or private education? That is the question that many families, especially those with small chil-
, dren, have in Wichita, in Kansas and other parts of the nation. Parents are legitimately concerned re-
. garding the quality of education that their children are getting. This is a subject that has been debated
% by parents throughout the years. Earlier generations and many cultures have similar concerns. Univer-
sally speaking, the first and main educator of the children are the parents, the mother, and the father.

A\l

Marco A. Alcocer  Grandparents and extended family members are, on many occasions, participants in the education of a
Loghiien child. In the United States and in Kansas public and private education is regulated by the state govern-
ment.
Regarding private education, some parents opt for T

homeschooling. Parents can educate their children at
home, but it is important to know: Are you prepared for
that? This is not a task for everyone; you must have at
least one parent able to stay at home, understand the
subjects and be able to teach them, it is not the same
thing understanding than teaching a subject. It is im-
portant to take into consideration that as time goes on,
the curriculum chosen could become more complicated |
and the subjects more specialized.

So, what is better then? Public or private education?
The answer is not easy, it all depends on each family
possibilities, goals, values, and objectives. They both
have pros and cons, families must do some homework
when taking that decision. While some believe that
public education is better others believe that private
institutions are the best for that. Regardless of where Photo © courtesy office of the Governor of Kansas

you stand, there always needs to be a balance. Public

education has worked well for most students and their families, however, on certain circumstances public education may not
meet certain individual student needs. In any way, both public and private education should focus on providing the students
with the tools that help them to become productive, creative, independent and supportive members of their communities, and
society in general.

En relation with education, Governor Laura Kelly, along with 17 other governors sent a letter to the US Secretary of Education
demanding the release of about $6.8 billion in federal education funding that was already appropriated by Congress. The pre-
sent federal administration has issued a delay in distribution of the funds, that according with the office of the Governor Kelly
will jeopardize nearly $43 million for K-12 education in Kansas. Governor Laura Kelly said that “The Trump administration’s
shocking decision to withhold education funding directly harms students and schools in Kansas and across the country.” Indi-
cating that... “This funding is essential to support student learning, teacher training and preparation, and afterschool pro-
grams....”

“It takes a village to raise a child,” says an African proverb. Schools in Kansas, and across the nation, need to have the sup-

port of municipal, state, and federal governments, to continue providing quality education to the students.
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Proverbio del Mes:

“Se necesita a un pueblo para
criar a un nifio”

Your ad here? ;Su anuncio aqui?
316-305-0381 marcoalcocer8@gmail.com
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The 2025 Sedgwick County Community Resource and Job Fair is coming back to Wichita next month on Wednesday August
6%, they will be at the Boys & Girls Club of South-Central Kansas located at 2400 N. Opportunity Dr, in Wichita Kansas. The
event schedule is from 10 A.M. to 1 P.M. Attendance at this event is free to the public and is especially designed to attract the
children and families of Sedgwick County, however everyone is welcome. You will have the opportunity to become acquainted
with the services provided by all kinds of institutions, from private to public organizations to non-profit organizations, and

private companies that will be giving you information not only about the services that they provide but also information on job
opportunities.

, Among the services, they will be providing *“mammograms by Ascension Via
. ' Christy Mobile Mammograms Bus, this Breast Cancer Screening Event is part of

# the program. Women over forty are eligible for the mammogram, if you have in-

~ surance, they will be filling the insurance for you for either a private, commercial,
or other type of insurance including Medicare or Medicaid, uninsured people out

I of pocket cost is $133.60. Please email Maria Bocco-Oyler to schedule your ap-
pointment at . To prepare for your mammogram, they
recommend not using deodorant, powder, or lotions on the day of your appoint-
ment and wearing an easy to be removed top because it needs to be undress from
the waist up, but you will be wearing a gown.
HealthCore will be offering free basic medical check-outs and other providers will
be there to serve you with additional services. Likewise, the Wichita Public Li-

brary will be there with their Library Book Bus. Here is the list that the Kansas
Department of Children and Families sent us for you to know a little bit more about the event:

So, do not miss this annual event and remember to visit El Perico Informador, LLC table, to get your free subscription, some
swag, and past copies of El Perico Informador. See you there!

Last year Together
Sedgwick County
Photo © courtesy of
Maria Bocco-Oyler (KDHF)



mailto:Maria.BoccoOyler@ks.gov

El Perico Informador y Parlanchin Pagina 5

Todos juntos en el Condado Sedgwick en el 2025 con
Feria de Empleo y Recursos Comunitarios.

Habitaciones Para Latinos
Association

9122 E. Hurst St.
Wichita, Kansas 67210

Robert Flores
Chairman

www.habitacionesparalatinos.org
913-269-4450
Helping those in need with free total home repair!
Ayudando a los necesitados con total reparacion
gratis de su casa/

jAcompdananos!

Convive con tu comunidad en el evento Together Kansas, que se celebrard en Wichita.
Conéctate con recursos y empleadores de la zona y recibir un chequeo basico o una visita de
atencién aguda proporcionada por la Clinica Mdvil HealthCore (por orden de llegada).

5] 6 deagosto de 2025
(® Del10:00a.m.a 1:00 p.m.
(9 Boys and Girls Clubs of

South Central Kansas

2400 N. Opportunity Dr.
Wichita, KS 67219

4. sunflower

I(zﬂiﬁCar‘\e 29 Healthy Blue #< health plan

vaetna @it
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By: Aphrodite Campbell,

Sicily is an island separated from the Italian mainland, lying about one hundred miles northeast of Tunisia, at the southernmost

tip of Europe, almost touching the African continent. While politically part of Italy, Sicily boasts its own distinct culture and

traditions. Its rich history is intertwined among many cultures from centuries of trade, conquest, and cultural exchange. Being

at the crossroads of the Mediterranean, Sicily has long been coveted by many empires. The Greeks were the first to colonize the

island, leaving behind grand temples and amphitheaters; followed by the Romans, who further shaped its development. In the
centuries that followed, Arabs and Normans also ruled the is-

Photo © courtesy of Aphrodite Campbell land, introducing cultivation and irrigation systems. Later yet,

the Normans and Spanish left their marks as well, influencing
architecture, language, and cuisine. This layered past of cultur-
al influences has created a unique and vibrant Sicilian identity;
and it is exactly what drew us here as travelers.

¢ In planning for our trip, we had two options for where to stay,
= based on the
island’s major
{ airports. We
chose the lively
3 city of Catania,
~ located on the

51C11y Many of \
. the island’s most
" charming and
picturesque fishing villages are nestled along this coast, and most importantly,
Mount Etna. The name "Etna" itself means “I burn,” a fitting title for Europe’s
most active volcano. Each day, you can witness gas venting from its summit. We
wanted to see for ourselves this ecological wonder that is in constant state of activity.

Indeed, a day spent on Mount Etna is a journey through contrast and wonder. We set out early,

rising with the morning sun and leaving behind Catania—Sicily’s second-largest city, home to over a million people and before
the traffic could catch up with us. The drive to Etna took about an hour, gradually shifting from urban sprawl to the quiet
beauty of the countryside. As we entered the foothills, the air was warm, and we began to spot orange trees growing wild
along the roadside. Sicilians speak about their blood oranges with great pride. Grown under the warm Mediterranean sun,
these oranges are known for their flavor and color. They are rich in vitamin C and have a deep red pigment, with what looks
like purple bursts radiating through the flesh. Having tasted them

ourselves, we found them sweet and flavorful. Unlike in many
Photo © courtesy o

tourist destinations where fresh fruit is overpriced, these oranges
Aphrodite Campb

are available everywhere and at reasonable prices!

Continued on puge 8...Mount Etna...

, .M : '~ ««Q
Na Pestucudeg all ’Narqrq;l Gjﬂé’wm‘t
Sm Résticidas Gul.hvadt\s Ndiupdl
el 180545 H|I|$13e Wichita, e L& ‘

www_hillsidefeed*com 316\ 685673}61-\
9AM-6PM l,,unes d Sabado*
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Aprendiendo Viajando presenta: “;El Monte Etna, una aventura tinica en la
vida, impresionante pero aterradora!”

- TORTILLERIA
LOS IIT POTRILILOS

L-V 8AM-7PM M-F 8AM-7PM
JUEVES CERRADO THURSDAY CLOSED
SABADO 8AM-5PM SATURDAY 8AM-5PM

DOMINGO 8AM-4PM SUNDAY 8AM-4PM

318 W. 29¢h S¢. N. Wichita, KS. 316-831-0811

Por: Aphrodite Campbell,

Kevin and Aphrodite Campbell
Photo © courtesy of Aphrodite Campbell

Aphrodite and Kevin Campbell with their
tour guide. Photo © courtesy of Aphrodite
Campbell

Contintia en la pagina 9...Monte Etna...
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Continued from page 6...Mount Etna...

Besides having the ideal conditions for growing oranges, the volcanic soil of
Mount Etna, enriched by minerals from centuries of eruptions, provides the

right conditions
for some of Sicily’s
other prized crops.
In fact, these
| slopes are home to
» distinctive olive
~ - varieties that are
known for their
complex flavors
and the produc-
tion of high-
quality oils. Not a
bad place to pick

up some extra-virgin olive oil to share with loved ones back home! On the vol-
cano’s western side, pistachios flourish, celebrated with their intense aroma
and sweet flavor. These prized nuts are essential ingredients in traditional Si-

Photo © courtesy of
Aphrodite Campbell

cilian desserts like cannoli and gelato, as well as

\]

Photo © courtesy of ‘\m
Aphrodite Campbell

in savory dishes. We even found them in spreads, drinks, and wines. Terraced vineyards along the
mountain’s slopes also produce some of Italy’s most unique grapes, used in wines such as Etna
Rosso and Etna Bianco. Grown at high altitudes in mineral-rich soil, these wines are distinguished

by their remarkable flavor profiles.

The higher we climbed, the thinner and colder the
air became. A quiet stillness settled over us as
dense fog wrapped around the landscape. With
limited visibility, we could not see far, but we
came to appreciate the eerie beauty surrounding
us as we took a guided tour around the craters.
The experience felt surreal, trying to peer through
- the thick, rolling fog while the brittle crunch of
volcanic ash covered by a light dusting of white
snow, shifted beneath our feet. It was like step-
ping into a mysterious, vast, gray, and silent
world. Despite the biting cold, the stark beauty

and rawness of the terrain filled us with awe—and a deep sense of vulnerabil-
ity. We were standing on the rim of one of Earth’s active volcanoes, fully
aware of the immense power beneath us. Eventually, it was time to descend,
returning to the warmth and rhythm of everyday life in the city. We left the
mountain carrying with us the memory of a humbling and unforgettable expe-

rience. Despite the volcano, it is easy to see why so many people choose to live

here, but somehow because of it. Life around Mount Etna in Sicily moves to a
rhythm shaped by the cool mountain air and the constant, powerful presence
of the volcano. There is something deeply beautiful about being part of this

community!

Photo © courtesy of
phrodite Campbell

Your ad here? ;Su anuncio aqui?
316-305-0381 marcoalcocer8@gmail.com
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Viene de la pdgina 7...Monte Etna...

Photo © courtesy of
Aphrodite Campbell

Wichita's Original Gourmet Coffee Roaster

SPICE MERGHANT

1300 E. Douglas
Something Special Everyday!

Spices ® Tea o Gifts

316-263-4121 Abierto / Open Monday - Friday

. Lunes a Viernes 9 am - 5:30 pm
splcemerchant.com Saturdays/Sdbados 9 am - 5 pm

Especias * Tés * Cafés » Regalos
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A day with the Family, presents: “Quiet Heroes, Indelible Footprint”

In every family, there are silent heroes—those who do not seek attention but leave an unforgettable
mark through the way they live. They are the pillars of example: grandparents, parents, aunts, un-
cles, and even siblings who model strength, faith, kindness, and perseverance. They are the ones
who shape who we are without needing to say much, because their actions speak for themselves.

Did you know that, even if you do not notice it, the next generation is always watching? They ob-
serve how we treat others, how we respond to challenges, and how we prioritize our time. A
grandparent who shares stories from their youth offers more than nostalgia — they pass down wis-
dom, history, and the value of principles. A mother or father who works hard and still is available
for family teaches resilience and love. A sibling who stands up for another teaches courage. These
role models show the next generation what it means to live with purpose and integrity.

Some of life’s most powerful lessons are not taught —they are lived. Whether it is a mother who
prays with her children, a father who leads by serving others, or a family
member who greets everyone with kindness and respect—these moments
matter. When we see commitment lived out in challenging times, when we
witness forgiveness in action, or when someone shows compassion during
hardship, we learn what true character looks like. These examples do not
just build memories, they build legacies.

I feel blessed to have been raised among many of these silent heroes. One of
the greatest examples in my life was my grandmother Emilia Rivera Espa-
da, who lived nearly 106 extraordinary years. Her birthday was July 28, and
although she departed peacefully for her eternal home in the early hours of
June 12, the legacy she left behind lives on in all of us, her family. She was a
woman of unwavering faith, rich in tradition, very strict when we were
little but gentle and tender in her later years and deeply committed to car-
ing for others. Her life was a living testimony of service, dignity, and resili-
H S O R L B ence. She did not just speak of values, she embodied them. We are who we

are today thanks to her daily example of values and perseverance.

There are many meaningful ways to celebrate and remember those who
have shaped our lives, and I have personally put several of them into practice.
o Sit down with those silent heroes and capture their stories—on paper, in audio, or on video.
Their words become treasures for future generations.
o Display images that tell the story and impact of their lives.
o Gatherings in Their Honor: Create space at family events to share memories, express gratitude, or continue a tradition
in their name.
Write a note of thanks to someone who has guided you by example and read it aloud or give it as a keep-
sake.
e Living Their Values: The most beautiful tribute is to carry their
values forward —serve like they served, love like they loved, and lead
like they led.

As we navigate life’s changes, let us pause to honor the pillars in our
1601 S. POPLAR, WICHITA, KS families, those who, whether still with us or part of our past, walked
316-364-3714 before us, stood beside us, and shaped us simply by being who they

PINATAS, DULCES Y ABARROTES o o . .
MEXICAN CANDY & DRY FOODS Izvere. T}(;eir 12ﬂuence does not fade; it lives on in how we choose to live,
ove, and lead.

Follow us on FB & IG -
Siguenos en: n @
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Por: Elizabeth Brunscheen-Cartagena, Educadora Familiar K-State Research & Extension.

Elizabeth celebrando con su abuela
Mama Mila,
en cada gran ocasion.

Entrevistas e Historias Orales:

Montaje de Fotos 0 Muros de Memoria:
Reuniones en su Honor:

Cartas de Legado:

Vivir sus Valores:

2209 S. Seneca, Wichita, KS - 316-303-9967




Traveling in Kansas...The 2025 Sunflower Summer Program opens this month.

SunflowerSummer.org

SunflowerSummer.org.

Viajando en Kansas...EIl Programa del Girasol 2025 abre este mes.

Los estudiantes de Kansas y sus familias pueden disfrutar este mes de entretenimiento gratuito en aproximadamente 230 atrac-
ciones participantes en Kansas, durante el Programa de Verano del Girasol (Summer Sunflower Program) patrocinado por el
Departamento de Turismo de Kansas, vaya a: para obtener la lista de lugares participantes, y sera del sa-
bado 12 de julio al domingo 3 de agosto. Esta es una maravillosa manera para que las familias en Kansas disfruten juntas, vean
entretenimiento en vivo, visiten museos, centros de descubrimiento, sitios histéricos, jardines botanicos, zoologicos y mas atrac-
ciones disponibles en el hermoso estado de Kansas. El programa esta abierto a todos los estudiantes en edad escolar de escuelas
publicas, privadas o en educacién en el hogar de Kansas, desde pre-jardin de nifios hasta el grado 12,. El programa cubre una
admision para el estudiante y un adulto tutor por atracciéon por temporada. Encuentra tus entradas en la aplicacion gratuita de
Sunflower Summer: y canjéalas en la atraccion a tu llegada.
Ademas de ser una "divertida salida familiar", como expreso recientemente el vicegobernador y secretario de Comercio, David
Toland, "...Este programa genera un impacto econdémico real en nuestras comunidades al apoyar a las atracciones locales y gene-
rar asimismo gastos de lo visitantes". jAsi que ve y disfruta de las atracciones!

La atencion no t
esperar hasta e
de inscripcio

HOPE esta disponible t

Viva independiente y en su propia casa con transporte a . —_—
nuestro centro social, a los médicos y a los especialistas. & Ascension Living

Para obtener mas informacion, llame al 316-370-3255 HOPE
o visite AscensionLiving.org/HOPE. Sin compromiso.
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