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Kansas will be electing new government officials, recently I attended some candidate political forums
here in Wichita to meet the candidates and hear their political positions. The candidates have been pre-
senting their platforms for governor of the state, the Kansas legislature, and the U.S. Congress, they
seek to be YOUR representative. Election Day is August 4™, so let’'s make our votes count! While it is
essential to know what the candidates are standing for, it is even more important to know what the
voters want, what their priorities are and what do they want their representatives and government to
do.

At the federal level, among other things, especially democratic candidates, highlighted the uncertainty Marco A. Alcocer
and dysfunctional politics taking place in Washington, DC, and their plans to fix it. At the local level, Editor
candidates expressed their plans to improve and develop the economy, property tax reduction, the need

to appropriately fund public education, the importance of extending health care services for Kansans in urban and rural com-
munities; they discussed the legalization of marijuana for medicinal and/or recreational purposes, safety and security of the
residents, and the fragile state that our democracy is living. Most Kansas residents want to see their representatives collaborat-
ing among each other, that is the only way they can help resolve any of the state issues, they want to see a better government.
The Republican Party has maintained its supermajority in the state; however, as is well known, nothing is permanent. Republi-
cans and Democrats in the state must learn to work together for the good of the ENTIRE population of Kansas.

For most people, the main concern is the rising cost of food, goods and services. While the state does not have a magic wand
that can fix the inflation at its will, it should try harder to support hard-working families, singles and individuals that survive
on a fixed income. For homeowners, property tax increases are the major concern here in Sedgwick County and around the
state. Renters are also affected as the landlords pass those increases to them. The issue is particularly problematic for seniors
who rely solely on their Social Security payments for their livelihood, some have expressed their fear of losing their homes.

In a recent opinion article published in the Wichita Eagle, Mr. Dale Goter indicates that in the last 2 years nearly 20 thou-
sand property taxes appraisal appeals were filed, so at least that amount of people in the county were unhappy with the “fair
market” valuation of their properties. Plus, as Mr. Goter indicated: “it doesn’t include thousands more angry taxpayers, who
don’t have the time, energy or disposition to go through the appeals process.” Filing an appeal is not an easy task, it requires
documentation, and basic knowledge of accounting and financial terminology, most working people, after a day of labor, just
want to have some time to rest and not have to be filing paperwork. Besides that, many appeal cases are denied. It is notable to
know that some states in the nation (under democrat and republican leadership alike) are considering eliminating property
taxes all together and/or offer abatements (rebates) to homeowners. In
Kansas, finding new funding revenue alternatives could be the challenge to a proposal of that magnitude. Property taxes are
the main source of revenue for local municipalities, they fund public education, public services and operation of local
governments, including police and fire departments, courts, hospitals, libraries, roads and transportation. Kansas candidates of
both parties are discussing the issue of “property tax relief”, which at the end of the day is just a bandage.

Another important topic was economic development. Personally, I believe we can grow. There is real potential for Kansas.
However, growing just for the sake of growing is never the best policy. Growth needs to be sustainable and should take in con-
sideration environmental protections. Natural resources are limited, in
the accelerating consumption is depleting the aquifer, and contaminants from human and natural processes are a major con-
cern.

The Ogallala Aquifer was formed in prehistoric times (2 to 6 million years ago) during the late Miocene Epoch
known as the “Golden Age of Mammals”, same water that the extinct Sabre-Toothed cat of North America surely drunk.
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Si los votantes se enfrentan a alguna situacion, al
intentar registrarse para votar o al votar, deberan
notificar a la linea de asistencia 866-OUR-VOTE

Economia

Impuestos a la Propiedad y otras alternativas

Crecimiento Economico Sostenible y Protecciones al Ambiente

La gobernadora Laura Kelly advirtié que, a los ritmos actuales de consumo, las comunidades
"pueden tener solo 25 afios de agua restantes".

Continiia en la pagina 5, Editorial...




El Perico Informador y Parlanchin Pagina 4 Continued from page 2....Editorial
5

Kansas extracts 2 billion of water a day, 94% mainly
for agricultural irrigation,
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Fiesta Nocturna Emergente de WAM:
Edicion Collidoscopio

Viernes 31de julio de 2026 | 6-8:30 PM | Gratis y abierto al ptiblico

Kansas Exports and the Tourism Industry

Mexico is the larger consumer of Kansas Exports around $3.8 billion of
dollars a year (representing 26% of Kansas exports)

a WICHITA
ART
W M MusELM Mexico and Canada are the best clients of

MIERCOLES A DOMINGO: 10 AM - 5 PM + ABIERTO TARDE LOS VIERNES | HASTALAS 9 PM |1 /) /)1 7)o they buy more from Kansas than all the Europeun Union and
1400 W MUSEUM BLVD, WICHITA, KS 67203 | WAM.ORG 4

Asia combined,

Your ad here? ;Su anuncio aqui?
316-305-0381 marcoalcocer8@gmail.com




Continiia de la pagina 3...Editorial

Kansas extrae 2 mil millones de galones diarios,

Exportaciones de Kansas y la Industria Turistica.
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Wichita's Original Gourmet Coffee Roaster
SPICE MERCHANT
1300 E. Douglas
Something Special Everyday! | “ d

Spices  Tea o Gifts_g; \;A .

316-263-4121 Abierto / Open Monday - Friday

. Lunes a Viernes 9 am - 5:30 pm
splcemerchant.com Saturdays/Sdbados 9 am - 5 pm

Especias * Tés ¢ Cafés * Regalos

Meéxico es el mayor consumidor de Exportaciones de Kansas, alrededor de 3,800 millones de délares al afio (representando el

26% de las exportaciones de Kansas),

Proverbio del Mes:
“No hay peor lucha, que
la que no se hace”
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Learning by Traveling presents: Kyoto the Old Soul of Japan!

By: Aphrodite Campbell,

Continued on page 8...Kyoto
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Aprendiendo Viajando presenta: Kioto La Antigua Alma del Japon!

Por: Aphrodite Campbell,

Photo © courtesy of
Aphrodite Campbell

Continiia en la pagina 9...Kioto
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Continued from page 6...Kyoto

EXPOSICION ESPECIAL

Gollidoscope

DE LA TORRE BROTHERS RETRO | PERSPECTIVE

Esta exposicion itinerante nacional presenta
obras de los innovadores artistas del vidrio
Einar y Jamex de la Torre. Sus esculturas de
vidrio soplado y técnicas mixtas estan llenas
de imagenes y elementos provocativos y
humoristicos que exploran el arte, la historia
y la cultura popular.

EXPOSICION ESPECIAL $12 | $3 CON SNAP EBT | GRATIS PARA MIEMBROS DE WAM
ESTUDIANTES UNIVERSITARIOS CON IDENTIFICACION -+ JOVENES DE 18 ANOS Y MENORES

WAM ...

ART

MUSEUM
MIERCOLES A DOMINGO: 10 AM - 5 PM

ABIERTO TARDE LOS VIERNES | HASTA LAS 9 PM
S 1400 W MUSEUM BLVD, WICHITA, KS 67203 | WAM.ORG
Organizada por The Cheech Marin Center for Chicano Art & Culture del Riverside Art Museum y el National Museum of the American Latino del Smithsonian. Curada por Selene Preciado. Las exposiciones y programas
pblicos de 2026 cuentan con el generoso apoyo de la Downing Foundation. Todas las exposiciones del museo reciben el generoso patrocinio de Friends ofthe Wichita Art Museum (Amigos del Museo de Arte de Wichita)
yla Ciudad de Wichita Patrocinador Presentador: . Pice Cossman Memorial Trust - INTRUST Bank, Trustee. Patrocinadora de Apoyo: Connie D. Bonfy - ins — wn ]

Notes from EI Perico Informador,
LLC

Gateway of Shinto shrine. Shin-
to: traditional religion of Japan.

A Feudal Chief in Japan, a heredi-
tary commander who governed in the name
of the Emperor, until feudalism was abol-
ished in 1867.

a light two-wheeled hooded
vehicle drawn by one or more people, usu-
ally used in Asian countries. A vehicle like
a three-wheeled bicycle, having a seat for
passengers behind the driver.
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Existe un profundo respeto en la sociedad japonesa por figuras histdricas A
como los poderosos shogunes, que moldearon el rico y legendario pasado del [/
pais. Estos lideres militares gobernaron Japén como reyes, y uno encomend6 ||
Kinkaku-ji, el famoso Pabellén Dorado. Sus niveles superiores estan adorna-
dos con laminas de oro, disefiados para captar y reflejar la luz solar mientras
brilla sobre el tranquilo estanque en la parte inferior. Rodeado de amplios
jardines cuidadosamente disefiados, el entorno evoca una profunda sensa-
cién de zen y paz. Cada detalle es intencionado; Incluso los jardines de arena
estan meticulosamente rastrillados en patrones precisos, expresando discipli- "
nay plena atencién mds que mera decoracién. Casualmente visitamos en un ’
dia lluvioso. Al principio, nos decep-
@ ciono perdernos el sol brillante, pero
\ la niebla y la niebla pronto revelaron
. un tipo diferente de belleza; una que
\, se sentia casi romantica. La suave luz
, &/ y ondulaciones sobre el agua creaban

R~

Y increibles reflejos, como si estuvieran
- pintadas delicadamente sobre un lien-
, ZO.

Cerca estd el bosque de bambu de

o Arashiyama, donde sientes que entras

en un mundo completamente distinto.

! Imponentes tallos de bamb se elevan alto sobre el camino, balanceandose suavemente

| mientras los atraviesa el viento. A medida que te adentras en el bosque, no hay trafico ni

/. ruido, solo el sonido natural del bambui doblandose con la brisa. Recuerdo que bromea-

"% ba con mi marido: "Si estos bosques de bambu pudieran hablar, susurrarian sus siglos
llenos de secretos." Es un lugar que naturalmente te atrae a la quietud, invitando a la

reflexion tranquila y a una sensacién de calma que se siente casi meditativa.

Otro lugar que, a pesar de las multitudes, aun invita a la reflexion tranquila es el distrito de Gion. Caminando por sus estrechas
calles bordeadas de pequefias tiendas, restaurantes, casas de té y casas tradicionales de madera machiya; tienes la sensacion de
que el viejo Japon sigue muy vivo. Es facil imaginar como debid de ser caminar por estas mismas calles hace cientos de afios.
Muchas tiendas de la zona alquilan kimonos, y a menudo veras a personas de todas las edades vestidas con ropa tradicional,
paseando por el distrito y pasando el dia inmersos en su ambiente tinico. Crea la sensacion de
retroceder en el tiempo. Rara vez caminas mucho sin encontrarte con alguien que se detiene
para una foto, capturando el encanto del entorno. Los rickshaws también avanzan lentamente
por las calles, llevando a los visitantes por caminos histdricos y a callejones tranquilos llenos de
detalles arquitectonicos sutiles e historias ocultas. Es un lugar que refleja de forma hermosa las
profundas raices histéricas y las tradiciones perdurables de Japon.

Kioto, en muchos aspectos, parece intacta por el tiempo. Es un lugar donde la tradiciéon no solo
se preserva, sino que se vive. Te invita a detenerte y contemplar los detalles que a menudo se
pasan por alto en nuestro acelerado mundo. No es solo un lugar para visitar, jsino un lugar
para ser experimentado! Kioto permanecera en nuestra memoria por su tranquila y duradera
sensacion de paz, gracia y belleza.

Portal de un Santuario Sintoista. Sintoismo: Religion tradicional japonesa.
Jefe feudal en Japén, comandante hereditario quien gobernaba en nombre del Emperador, hasta
que el feudalismo fue abolido en 1867.
un vehiculo ligero de dos ruedas con capo6 tirado por una o mas personas, que suelen usarse
en paises asiaticos. Un vehiculo similar a una bicicleta de tres ruedas, con un asiento para los pasajeros detras del conductor.
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Babara planea con anticipacion en
su calendario.

Continued on page 12...A day with the Family...

La atencion no
esperar hasta
de inscripcion

HOPE esta disponible t

Viva independiente y en su propia casa con transporte a 4 o
nuestro centro social, a los médicos y a los especialistas. & Ascension Living

Para obtener mas informacioén, llame al 316-370-3255 HOPE
o visite AscensionLiving.org/HOPE. Sin compromiso.
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Al Dia en Familia, presenta: “Siembre en Julio, Coseche en Diciembre”

Contintia en la pagina 12....Al dia en Familia...

Photo © Courtesy of
Elizabeth
Brunscheen-Cartagena

|
Community Calendar
Voting: Primary Election Day Aug 4th

Education: Goodwill Industries of Kansas
(GWKS) & WSU Tech with NexStep Alliance, has
its Open Enrollment Program for GED, English
Language & Adult Education Courses. July 27-30 at
NexStep Alliance campus, 3351 N. Webb Rd, Wich-
ita. Next enrollment dates: Oct 5-8,2026. Jan 4-7 &
Mar 15-18.

Free Party: Wichita Art Museum Pop-Up Party
July 31 at 6pm. All are invited to celebrate De La
Torre Brothers art exhibition “Collidoscope”.

See the ad on page 4.

Home Canning. Learn how to can your extra produce
at the Westlink Branch of the Wichita Public Library 8515
Bekemeyer, St in Wichita. Sara Sawer of K-State Extension

Sedgwick CO shows fruits & vegetables preservation for
Winter. Tuesday July, 28th 630pm —730pm

Learn CPR for emergencies - Hands-Only CPR
with the American Heart Association at Wichita
Angeleo NE Public Library Branch. All ages July 31
1pm—2pm 3051 E. 21St N. Wichita Q. 316-688-9580

Calendario Comunitario
Votacion: Elecciones Primarias 4 de Agosto

Educacion: Obtén tu diploma de GED, Cursos
Para Adultos del Idioma Inglés y Cursos Educacio-
nales, proporcionados por NexStep Aliance un pro-
grama en conjunto con (GWKS) y WSU Tech. Ins-
cripciones 27 al 30 de Julio en el campus de
NexStep, 3351 N. Webb, Rd, Wichita. Proximas ins-
cripciones: 5 al 8 de Oct, 4 a 7 Enero y 15-18 Marzo
Fiesta Gratis: Fiesta Nocturna Emergente (Pop-
Up Party) abierto al publico en el Museo de Arte
de Wichita, celebrando la exhibicion de los herma-
nos De La Torre. Ver el anuncio en la pagina 4.
Conservas Caseras. Aprenda a envasar su pro-
duccion extra de vegetales y frutas de su huerto con
Sara Sawer de la oficina de Extension del Condado

Sedgwick, un evento de la Biblioteca Westlink.
Vea la direccién y horario a un lado.

Aprenda RCP para emergencias - Solo con ma-
nos. Curso de la Asociacion Americana del Cora-
zon. En la sucursal de la biblioteca publica
Angeleo, para todas las edades. vea los detalles a un lado




Vene de la pagina 11...Al dia en familia...
Continued from page 10...A day with the Family...

Pasos a Tomar Este Mes

Steps You Can Take This Month

Liz y sus hermanas empezaron
sus compras navidefias.

Your ad here? ;Su anuncio aqui?
316-305-0381 marcoalcocer8@gmail.com



https://www.sedgwick.k-state.edu/home-family/
https://www.facebook.com/sedgwickextension
https://www.sedgwick.k-state.edu/home-family/

