Mason’s Island Fire District BOD Meeting  June 11, 2015
Attending:  Jim McAuley, Melinda Carlisle, David Krupp, Gordon Kemp, and Bill Taylor.  Incoming Board Member Lee Hisle, Lydia Herd, our Tax Collector, and Rufus Allyn also attended.  Not in attendance: Ethan Tower, Tom Gram, Jeff Brown and Kyle Anderson.  President Jim McAuley called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.

President’s Report:  (1) There was one emergency call in May, a false alarm, bringing total calls for the year to 29, four over our contract limit.  (2) Since our last meeting, Jim met again with Father Tom Hoar. The Town of Stonington has taken the position that a permit would be required for the proposed four free concerts on Enders Island and that musical performances are limited to religious music.  Fr. Tom is considering hiring a lawyer to challenge this.  The sea wall at Enders will be repaired next year with the assistance of the Army Corps of Engineers.  Construction will involve large trucks with heavy loads that could potentially damage our newly paved roads.  Jim informed Fr. Tom that waiting could be costly for us and Fr. Tom raised the possibility of making a substantial contribution to cover the price increase.  Fr. Tom received the petitions opposing the concerts from the Mystic Neighborhood Preservation Association that were circulated at the Annual Meeting.  Jim proposed meeting more often, perhaps quarterly, along with MIPOA representatives.

Clerk’s Report:  The Clerk distributed the draft minutes of both the May 11, 2015 MIFD Board meeting and the annual meeting held May 23, 2015.  M/S/P approving the minutes from May 11, 2015.  

Roads Report:  Rufus Allyn reported that with the involvement of Peter Gleysteen, Aquarian Water is upgrading some water mains.  MIFD is currently connected to the Route 1 water supply which is a 6” pipe.  Hewitt Road has a larger, 12” supply, and this is being extended to Joyce St.  (The Joyce St. line continues on to Latimer Point.)  The existing main along Masons Island Road from Joyce St. to Old North Rd. is 8”, but then the line splits into two 6” pipes.  There may be the potential to increase the size of the pipe from Old North Rd. to the gatehouse to 8” and to install a fire hydrant near the gatehouse.  This generated a group discussion about the possibilities of installing a larger water pipe and fire hydrants along Chippechaug Rd., and lack of water pressure at the ends/points on Masons Island.  Some water districts use tiered pricing, with higher rates for homes within 1000 ft. of a hydrant and lower rates for those more than 1000 ft.  Paving is still scheduled for September and requires a 30 day notice to reschedule.

Security Report:  Gordon Kemp reported that there will be two agents on duty on Thursday, July 3rd (the date of this year’s fireworks display at MIYC) from 10:00 am to 10:00 pm, one on duty from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm on July 4th, and one from 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm on the 5th.  Pass cards have been printed and will be distributed prior to the fireworks.  Anyone without a Masons Island sticker on their car will need a card for each person to be admitted the afternoon and evening of July 3rd.  Gordon also raised the issue of replacing the green car stickers, and this was deferred to a fall meeting.  Lastly, M/S/P to pay a $250 recognition payment to Bob Perreault at the end of the season.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Tax Collector Report:  Lydia Herd reported that following the taxes discussion at the annual meeting, more tax arrearages have been brought current, including a substantial six year arrearage that included interest and attorney’s fees.  Only $52.30 in total remains unpaid.  Jim McAuley signed the Rate Bill authorizing the tax collector to send tax bills to property owners using a rate of 1.63 mills.

New Business:  (1) Jim led a discussion of potential future MIFD Board meeting dates.  No meetings were scheduled for July or August.  The next meeting is Sept. 1 at 5:30 pm.  (2)  As approved at the annual meeting legally warned and held on May 23, 2015, Jim signed as President of the MIFD the Rate Bill fixing the tax rate at 1.63 mills on the dollar for the grand list of 10/01/2014.  (3)  The Clerk administered the following oath of office of the Tax Collector:  “You solemnly and sincerely affirm, as the case may be, that you will faithfully discharge, according to law, your duties as Tax Collector to the best of your abilities; so help you God or upon penalty of perjury.”  The Tax Collector so swore.  (4)  Jim again thanked the attending outgoing board member, Melinda Carlisle for her nine years of membership on the Board.

MIFD Meeting Calendar:
The upcoming meeting schedule is as follows:
Sept. 1 

Meeting Adjourned – 6:33 pm
