
Climate Change 
& Climate Action

Ayn Craciun, OC Policy Advocate





We are in trouble.



UN Report: Inequalities exacerbate climate impacts on poor

“Sadly, the people at greater risk from 
climate hazards are the poor, the 
vulnerable and the marginalized who, in 
many cases, have been excluded from 
socioeconomic progress.”

-- United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon





Ad produced in 1991 for the 
Information Council on the 
Environment, backed by the 
Edison Electric Institute and 
Southern Company.



How did we get here?

Solar Energy Industries 
Association (SEIA) is the 
national trade association 
for the U.S. solar industry.

American Wind Energy 
Association (AWEA) is an 
association representing 
wind power project 
developers and others 
involved in the wind 
industry. 

Edison Electric Institute 
(EEI) is an association 
that represents all U.S. 
investor-owned electric 
companies.









City of Irvine





What is Community Choice?
● Not-for-profit governmental 

entity for power 
procurement

● Established in 2002 by 
California AB 117

● Today: 24 CCEs serve 
11+ Million customers, 
providing 34,000 GWh/yr

● By 2022, 25% of cities in 
SCE territory will be under a 
CCE, 80% by 2030



CCEs Buy 10 Times More Renewables 
Than Investor-Owned Utilities

Source: California 
Public Utilities 
Commission













To do: 
❏ Find or form a local climate action group 
❏ Zonta Climate Cmte??? 
❏ Or join Mothers Out Front, 350.org, Climate Reality Project
❏ Set a policy goal (bldg electrification, Climate Action Plan, or 

CCE) and audience
❏ Meet regularly
❏ Build community support 
❏ Make visible the invisible - Use social media to raise 

awareness, research your audience/elected representatives
❏ Ask your elected officials to meet and discuss your policy
❏ Write letters to your city council to ask for your policy
❏ Go to council meetings to ask for your policy
❏ Make a stink. Persist.



❏ Use your anger/worry/fear as motivation
❏ Talk about climate change - on social media and in person 
❏ Climate voter guide
❏ USE YOUR POWER
❏ Get endorsements/support/volunteers from groups you belong to: 

- Faith community
- School, PTA
- Kids sports teams
- Businesses you frequent
- Workplace
- HOA
- Bridge Club
- Volunteer/civic group



OC and SD residents: 

❏ Same as above and…

❏ Sign up for Climate Action Campaign action alerts
❏ Email me to join the OC Climate Coalition -

ayn@climateactioncampaign.org

❏ SD: Join the SD Green New Deal Alliance

❏ Support climate candidates

❏ Support climate causes

https://www.climateactioncampaign.org/join-our-email-text-list
mailto:ayn@climateactioncampaign.org


More info:

● Bldg Decarbonization: https://earthjustice.org/features/report-building-
decarbonization

● Community Choice Energy: Cal-cca.org 

Recommended reading:

● The Catalyst by Jonah Berger
● Revolutionary Power by Shalanda Baker
● Short Circuiting Policy by Leah Stokes
● White Fragility by Robin DiAngelo

https://earthjustice.org/features/report-building-decarbonization


Contact Climate Action Campaign

Ayn Craciun
Orange County Policy Advocate

Climate Action Campaign
949-400-9682

ayn@climateactioncampaign.org

Call/Text/Email Anytime

mailto:ayn@climateactioncampaign.org
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