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A YEAR OF GROWTHA YEAR OF GROWTHA YEAR OF GROWTHA YEAR OF GROWTH
As we take time to r

eflect on the academ
ic year, growth and 

change

have been consistent
 themes from month t

o month. Change took
 many

forms this year: new
 executive team memb

ers, returning membe
rs

stepping into new ro
les, new FOSSA-affil

iated clubs, and mos
t

notably, many change
s within the student

s’ union. Oftentimes
, these

changes brought mixe
d feelings and emoti

ons for clubs, execu
tive

team members, and ou
rselves.

If you interviewed f
or FOSSA last year, 

you may recall being
 asked,

“Who, in your opinio
n, is the biggest le

ader on FOSSA?” The 
answer

is you. Every single
 executive member of

 FOSSA is a leader o
n this

team. The changes we
 experienced this ye

ar showed us just ho
w true

that is. Even if you
 didn’t always reali

ze it, we saw immens
e

growth in every memb
er of this team. In 

turn, this also allo
wed us

to grow and learn as
 your president/EVP 

team.

As your president/EV
P team, we have felt

 incredibly privileg
ed

that you trusted us 
with our ideas and f

elt comfortable shar
ing

your own with us—whe
ther as executive me

mbers or as general

science students. Co
nnecting with fellow

 science students

through FOSSA has be
en one of the greate

st privileges of our

undergraduate experi
ence, whether you at

tended just one even
t

while passing throug
h the atrium or came

 to chat with us at

FOSSA Fuel every Mon
day without fail.

Working alongside th
e executive team has

 been such a learnin
g

and growing experien
ce for us all. We wi

ll take what you hav
e

taught us into the n
ext stages of our li

ves, whether that is

masters programs or 
a future co-presiden

t position. To all

science students, th
ank you for trusting

 us with a portion o
f 

your undergraduate e
xperience. To the cu

rrent and past

executive team membe
rs of FOSSA, thank y

ou for

allowing us to grow,
 trusting us, and su

pporting us.

Sincerely,

Your 2025/26 Preside
nts and EVP team

(Alyssa Scheifele, A
rfan Sivarooban, and

 Nuha Moostofa



Being part of the marketing team in my second year of FOSSA was an incrediblyrewarding experience. While I felt involved as a first-year rep, I didn’trealize how much work went on behind the scenes. Stepping into this role gave me
a whole new appreciation for it. I wasn’t sure what to expect at first, but Iquickly saw how collaborative and supportive the team was! The constantencouragement from our VP of Marketing, Arsh, and the support from my co-directors was more than I could have ever asked for. Being surrounded by suchkind, accommodating, and fun people made the experience even more enjoyable! -Muskaan

MARKETING TEAM HIGHLIGHTSMARKETING TEAM HIGHLIGHTSMARKETING TEAM HIGHLIGHTSMARKETING TEAM HIGHLIGHTSIt’s crazy how fast a year can fly by! Coming into my second year in marketing, I
didn’t expect to still be learning as much as I did, but I ended up learningsomething new with every post. So grateful to the team for making this year sospecial, and especially seeing Arsh who stepped into the VP role after we wereco-directors last year. Always thankful to be a part of the FOSSA FAM, and I'm so
excited for what’s ahead! - Tiffany

Wrapping up my second year on this team,it's amazing to see how much everyonehas grown and improved. Being a part ofmarketing challenged me in ways I neverthought I needed. I’m really gratefulthat FOSSA has introduced me to such anamazing team, within marketing and theFOSSA fam itself. Looking back on theyear, I’m really glad I got to be a partof this team and experience workingalongside such amazing people. -Michelle 



It was a tremendous 
honour to serve as V

P of Marketing for

FOSSA’s 2025/2026 ye
ar, an experience th

at has been incredib
ly

rewarding and deeply
 meaningful. I first

 joined the team as 
a

Co-Director of Marke
ting for 2024/2025, 

stepping into the ro
le

with determination a
nd an eagerness to l

ead. From the very

beginning, I was sur
rounded by our FOSSA

 family, who were

genuinely supportive
, making the transit

ion into leadership

feel natural and emp
owering.

This year, I had the
 privilege of overse

eing our marketing

content and digital 
presence, working al

ongside an

exceptionally talent
ed Co-Director Marke

ting team (Muskaan,

Tiffany, Michelle an
d Emmanuella). Toget

her, my team and I

continued to establi
sh the creative and 

branding standards

FOSSA is known for a
cross all our posts.

 From executing high
-

impact campaigns for
 events like FOSSA F

ormal 2026 to

successfully selling
 out our merchandise

 line, I am incredib
ly

proud of what we hav
e accomplished.

As I reflect on my f
inal year at Laurier

, I am beyond gratef
ul

for my time with FOS
SA. FOSSA is more th

an just a student

organization; we are
 a community that fo

sters growth,

inclusivity, and gen
uine connection. Ser

ving as VP of

Marketing has shaped
 me in ways I will c

arry forward in the

next chapters of my 
life, and it is an e

xperience I will

always cherish. - Ar
sh

FROM DIRECTOR TO VP OF MARKETING
FROM DIRECTOR TO VP OF MARKETING
FROM DIRECTOR TO VP OF MARKETING
FROM DIRECTOR TO VP OF MARKETING



MORE THAN JUST EVENTSMORE THAN JUST EVENTSMORE THAN JUST EVENTSMORE THAN JUST EVENTS
This year with the FOSSA Events Team has truly been a memorablejourney. Behind the scenes of event planning, it was definitelya bit of a bumpy ride at times. Planning multiple eventsthroughout the year came with its fair share of challenges,from tight timelines and last-minute changes to navigatingapprovals and logistics. There were moments where things didn’tgo exactly as planned, and we hadto think on our feet and adapt

quickly. Despite this, what madethe experience so special was thepeople. As a team, we leaned oneach other, supported one another,and found ways to turn stressfulsituations into moments of fun andlaughter. Whether it was fun
errands to grab material, quickproblem-solving during events, orcelebrating the little wins
together, we created an 
that made all the hard work worthwhile. Looking back, it’sincredible to see everything we accomplished, from planningFOSSA formal to even smaller de-stressors like pot painting.Each event brought students together and helped foster a senseof connection within the Faculty of Science, which is somethingwe’re really proud of. Overall, while the journey wasn’t alwayssmooth, it was filled with growth, resilience, and so many greatmemories. The FOSSA Events Team truly made the most out of everymoment, and it’s an experience we’ll carry with us movingforward, and something we will truly reminisce being an amazing,close-knit and happy team.

Andrew, Leo, 
Aish, and Ben



LEADING WITH INCLUSIONLEADING WITH INCLUSIONLEADING WITH INCLUSION
LEADING WITH INCLUSION
Being an EDII Coordi

nator for the Facult
y of Science Student

 Association this ye
ar has been a

truly amazing opport
unity and one of the

 highlights of my ye
ar. Through this rol

e, I was able to

help share meaningfu
l and relevant infor

mation with students
 about important top

ics affecting

diverse communities,
 while also growing 

and learning so much
 myself along the wa

y.

From initiatives lik
e Breast Cancer Awar

eness Month to posts
 recognizing importa

nt global

awareness days, our 
team worked together

 to create an inclus
ive and understandin

g environment

within the faculty a
nd I hope we were ab

le to make students 
feel more informed, 

supported, and

connected. - Joice

Wow, it has been 3 y
ears of being an EDI

I Coordinator

for FOSSA, and it's 
crazy to imagine thi

s is the end.

Over the past years 
on FOSSA, we have ma

de tremendous

strides to make the 
faculty a place wher

e all students

can feel safe, and o
utreach to the Water

loo community

has involved initiat
ives like fundraiser

s and donations.

Each year, as a team
 we’re introduced to

 a new

perspective, each di
fferent from the las

t which has

allowed us to grow a
s a team. That’s jus

t been the best part
, the EDII team is o

ne that

is ever evolving, mo
ving forward each da

y and I know that th
e future of it will 

continue

to support students 
and the community. F

OSSA, its students, 
and execs will forev

er be

something that refle
cts learning, happin

ess and innovation t
o me. Logging out, -

 Your

EDII Coordinator- Ru
shell.

Contributing to proj
ects like the FOSSA 

Unfiltered Podcast w
as a huge highlight 

of my

experience on the ED
II team. Not only di

d it serve as a plat
form for students to

 share

their opinions and v
oices, but it also a

llowed us to spark c
onversations about e

quity

and inclusion that r
esonate across the f

aculty. 

Being part of such a
 supportive team ded

icated to creating a
 welcoming environme

nt for

everyone has been re
ally rewarding. I’ve

 loved every minute 
of working with my f

ellow

coordinators and the
se experiences have 

taught me a lot abou
t the power of advoc

acy. I’m

definitely taking th
ese lessons with me 

as I move forward, a
nd I am genuinely gr

ateful

for all the opportun
ities and wonderful 

people I’ve worked w
ith this year. - Rav

neet

My name is Nataly Mo
rales Hernandez, and

 I had the privilege
 of serving as one o

f FOSSA’s EDII

Coordinators for the
 2025–2026 year. I w

as motivated to take
 on this role becaus

e of my own

experiences as a fir
st-generation Latin 

American student in 
the Faculty of Scien

ce, where I

became deeply aware 
of how important it 

is for students to f
eel seen, supported,

 and included.

One initiative I was
 especially proud to

 help implement with
in the club this yea

r was the FOSSA

Unfiltered Podcast, 
which was created to

 create a platform f
or students to voice

 their

experiences and pers
pectives within the 

Faculty of Science S
tudents’ Association

 and encourage

greater student enga
gement through an eq

uity and diversity l
ens.

I truly enjoyed this
 experience as I was

 supported by

wonderful teammates 
who shared a common 

goal to foster a

welcoming environmen
t and gained skills 

within leadership

regarding EDII advoc
acy that I will carr

y on throughout my

future endeavors. I 
love my FOSSA FAM!- 

Nataly



CREATING FOSSA CONTENTCREATING FOSSA CONTENTCREATING FOSSA CONTENTCREATING FOSSA CONTENT
Being part of FOSSA this past year, especially on thePhoto/Video team, has been a really meaningful experience forboth of us. Through our roles, we had the blessing to capturethe moments that bring the Faculty of Science communitytogether. Through filming events, editing recap videos, or

creating interview style content, wereally enjoyed being able to showcasethe energy and excitement of FOSSA andshare it with other students. What weappreciated most about the Photo/Videoposition was the balance betweencreativity and responsibility. The rolegave us the freedom to experiment withdifferent editing styles and ways of telling a story, while still making sure the final contentrepresented FOSSA in a polished and professional way. Weespecially enjoyed working on videos that highlightedstudents and their experiences, that is what really makes thecommunity within FOSSA so unique. All in all, being part of the Photo/Video team has helped
us feel more connected to our
Faculty of Science. It allowed usto contribute creatively, work
collaboratively, and play a smallrole in shaping how FOSSA is
experienced and remembered by
students. Thank you, FOSSA, for
such a meaningful and memorable
year. - Catherine and Ali



THE ACADEMIC EXPERIENCETHE ACADEMIC EXPERIENCETHE ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE
THE ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

Over my time working
 as VP of Academics 

on FOSSA this

year, I’ve learned o
ne very important le

sson: it’s

okay to ask for help
. Although this role

 was largely

independent and much
 of the work fell on

 my shoulders,

I quickly realized t
hat I was never trul

y alone.

Whether it was brain
storming ideas for F

URC,

navigating challenge
s with RAS, or just 

needing a

second opinion, I co
uld always count on 

the support of

my fellow FOSSA Exec
utive members. This 

team is an

incredibly warm, dri
ven, and welcoming g

roup of

individuals who neve
r hesitate to come t

ogether and

collaborate. No matt
er how big or small 

the task, we

were always willing 
to “gang up” (in the

 best way

possible!) to bring 
every initiative to 

life. Through

this experience, I n
ot only grew more co

nfident in my

leadership abilities
 but also learned th

e value of

teamwork, community,
 and mutual support.

 Being part of

this executive team 
has been such a rewa

rding

experience, and I am
 so excited to conti

nue in this

role next year! - Za
ra Belanger-Pepper



Hey everyone!!

This year, FOSSA Finance continued to playa key role in managing our funds andsupporting the many initiatives that makeour club what it is. The finance teamremains a crucial part of FOSSA’s success.While great ideas drive us forward, it isstrong financial planning that ensuresthose ideas can actually come to life.

FROM BUDGET TO IMPACTFROM BUDGET TO IMPACTFROM BUDGET TO IMPACTFROM BUDGET TO IMPACT

Throughout the year, we focused onmaintaining and refining our budgeting processes while continuing to improve how we track and allocate our resources.
Our budget tracker remained an essential tool in organizing expenditures by
semester and cost, allowing us to stay proactive and ensure that all events
and initiatives were executed efficiently and responsibly.
Building on what we already had in place, we also continued to seek out
opportunities for external support. By reaching out to partners and preparing
proposals, we were able to secure additional funding that helped sustain and
expand our operations. These efforts reinforced the importance of persistence
and adaptability when working within financial constraints.
The remainder of the year included managing scholarships, reimbursements,
donations, and supporting self-funded events. Thanks to careful planning and
consistent oversight, we were able to navigate the year smoothly and keep
everything running behind the scenes.

This year reinforced the value of organization, teamwork, and staying
resilient when challenges arise. Above all, we carried forward the mindset of
pushing forward and making the most of every opportunity.

Sohan and Imaan



MORE THAN JUST REPSMORE THAN JUST REPSMORE THAN JUST REPSMORE THAN JUST REPS
Working as the FOSSA

 representative team
 over the past year 

has been a

massive part of our university experience. Looking back, we’re

honestly just gratef
ul we got the chance

 to represent the Fa
culty of

Science and connect 
with so many people 

across the departmen
t. Joining

the team ended up be
ing a highlight of t

he year and resulted
 in some

genuine friendships that made the workload easier to handle. Even

though the interview process was intense, it only fueled our

excitement to get st
arted and marked the

 beginning of a jour
ney that

pushed us to grow bo
th personally and pr

ofessionally.

What made this year
 special were the c

onnections we built 
along the

way. Karaoke night 
is a classic event 

that stands out as 
a moment

where everyone was all together. Seeing our co-members genuinely

engaged and enjoying
 themselves made us

 understand the tru
e meaning

behind “FOSSA Fam.” 
It wasn't just about

 the scheduled progr
amming; it

was about those sma
ll, unscripted momen

ts between classes 
or during

late-night planning 
sessions where we t

ruly bonded over ou
r shared

goals for the facult
y.

Beyond the social h
ighlights, this role

 gave us a front-ro
w seat to

the behind-the-scene
s effort it takes t

o keep a faculty ru
nning. We

learned how to navig
ate complex logistic

s, manage tight dead
lines, and

communicate effectively with both students and staff. There were

definitely moments o
f high pressure, esp

ecially when balanci
ng our own

academic loads with 
FOSSA responsibiliti

es, but having a rel
iable team

meant we never had to carry that weight alone. We learned that

leadership isn't jus
t about taking charg

e, but about support
ing your

peers when things ge
t hectic. 

As we look toward the future, we realize that the skills we’ve

sharpened here go fa
r beyond a simple r

esume addition. We’r
e walking

away with a much dee
per sense of confide

nce and a network of
 people we

know we can count on
. The "FOSSA Fam" is

n’t just a catchy ph
rase to us

anymore; it represents a community that pushed us to be better

versions of ourselve
s.

We’re incredibly pr
oud of what we acco

mplished this year 
and can’t

wait to see how the 
next group of repres

entatives continues 
to build

on this momentum. T
o the future FOSSA 

representatives, we 
hope you

embrace every part of this experience—the exciting moments, the

stressful ones, and everything in between. Take the time to build

connections, support
 one another, and 

remember that the i
mpact you

have may not always be immediately visible, but it is always

meaningful. Most imp
ortantly, enjoy it. 

The year goes by fa
ster than

you expect, but the 
memories and friends

hips you build will 
stay with

you long after. - Ca
rter, Tishauna, and 

Jasleen



SUPPORTING FOSSA CLUBSSUPPORTING FOSSA CLUBSSUPPORTING FOSSA CLUBSSUPPORTING FOSSA CLUBS
Being part of the Faculty of Science Students’ Association(FOSSA) has been one of the best parts of my undergraduateexperience. It gave me a community to be part of and an outlet togrow in ways that extended far beyond the classroom.
Throughout my time in FOSSA, I found myself surrounded by peoplewho were passionate, driven, and committed to striving high andmaking the student experience better. FOSSA quickly becamesomething that was not just something I was involved in butbecame a space where I developed skills, built relationships, andfound a sense of purpose during my undergrad.

Serving as VP of Clubs & Associationsextended my perspective on thatexperience. I was able to see howimpactful these kinds of spaces are, notjust for me, but for so many otherstudents. Each club, in its own way,plays a role in shaping someone’sundergraduate experience, whether it’shelping them find their community,explore their interests, or grow as aleader.
It was incredibly rewarding to support clubs that were creating thosesame opportunities for others. I saw firsthand how much effort goesinto building and sustaining these communities, and how meaningfulthat impact can be. It made me appreciate even more the role thatstudent organizations play in shaping not just what students doduring their undergrad, but who they become because of it.
Thanks to this experience, I’ll always encourage others to getinvolved in their community. Your grades will open doors, but it’sthe experiences and communities you invest yourself in that willshape you and push you to grow :) - Gurleen Banger   



As we reflect on this past year, we are so grateful
to have been a part of such a great team - our
FOSSA family! Being able to create newsletters
every month has truly been an incredible
experience, and we feel honoured to have shared our
creativity with you. We sincerely appreciate your
support and engagement throughout the year, as it
has made this experience truly rewarding!

Signing off,

2025-2026 Comms team2025-2026 Comms team2025-2026 Comms team2025-2026 Comms team

Shunit Waisenberg and Sanyog Surana


