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Last Days of Summer... Ui Eowil

Community voluntears met this past week to plan some tricks &
PATRIOTIC FLAG

treats for the rest of the year. Dur events and holiday décor at
IN STALL.ﬁﬂﬂﬂE

the entrances and post office are intended to build goodwill and
connaction in our community. [t's all made possible by your
annual contributions to the Diablo Property Owners’ Association,

We could use some additional helpers... spacifically help DIABLO HISTORY TOUR
decarating the post office for the holidays, coordinating a Dog SUNDAY. SEPT 14 10-1:308M
Walk event, coordinating new rasident welcomes, and this

rnewsletter. If vou would like to gat involved, email us at HALLOWEEN SOCIAL
membership@Ediablopoa.org. FRIDAY, OCT 231 4-9PM

Thank vou ta all the '.'-:|1u|:'|l:eer.s who contributed sontent for this HOLIDAY SOCIAL
issue. If vou have suggestion for our naxt nawsletter, pleass TUESDAY. DEC 2 4-8PM
reach out! o - o

Leslie Keane, Prasident, Diablo Property Owners' Assoc.




5 I'I."‘- u

i
1
d e

- 3 - 'u...‘ll'l!i" e

v " v I| s .H-
iy . 3 i
8

X r
"

ST 4

- B b= T ™
Y T 1 g F SR = Ll
. = P -




Good Information You Can Use

Got Yellow Jackets?

BY JULIE MEJEDLY

Have you seen Yellowjackets in vour yard this summer? They are
beneficial insects that eat garden pests and pollinete crops
threugh daily faraging. You may see the faragers in and around
your lawn or garden. If left undisturbed, Yellowjackats normally
should not be a problem and will eventually go away, However,
these wasps will defend their nest if they sense a threat to the
colony, Nests ane found in the ground, narmally in dry ansas,
‘When a nest is disturbed, Yellowjackets can inflict multiple stings
that are painful and may be lite threatening for adults. chiddran,
and pets, If you see Yellowjackets, you or your nelghbors may
Fiavie & rast nearby

wantra Costa Mosquito & Vector Contrel District provides yellow jacket service 1o @

property owners in Contra Costa County. A District employee will respond within &
busingss days, schedule & time to come and Inspect your yard. and treat the nest. Take
plotures of the Yellowjackets and/or any suspected nest areas, so you can text them

Conta Costa
Mosquits & Vector
Control District

whien thiey call you back and guide them. In the meantime, DO NOT disturb the nest or

swal the insects with your hands. Talk to your neighbors to find cut if others are seeing
Yellowjackets 1oo so the nest oeationfs) can be pinpainted, It takes a village!

(725) 6852301
[ ":'ul-%l-'-l 1 BoBrrerm o] A1 CaeT

Diablo Community Services District Board

kiatt Cox, President &
Roads Commissioner
meouEdiablocsd.org

Grag Lorang, Vice President
& Finance Commissioner
glorenzizdiablocsd.org

Jerry Slavonia, Security Commissioner
plavonia@diablocsd.ong

Phil Luecht, Director af Large
pleucht@diablacsd.org

kathy Torru, General Manager
generalmanagenddiablocsd.org

Zachary Scalza, Legsel! Counsel
Best, Best & Krieger, LLP

NOTICE OF VACANCY ON BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Please take motice that & vacancy exists on the Board of Directors of the DCED,
Residents of Diablo interested in appointment 1o il that vacancy should send
notice of interest to senve as Director to generalmanagerédiablocsd.org.

DEADLIME: 9/1/25
Applicants must be at least 18 yrs+, a registered voter, a resident of DMablo, and

mest the qualifications of a Director of a public agency as provided by California
Law. Include the following info:

= Full name as it appears on the county voter registration
= Diable property address & PO Box #

= Telephone number & Emall address

= #of years a5 Diable resident & property owner of renter
= Previousfocurrent involvement in the Diablo community

Selection will be made at the September 8, 2025 DCSD Board Meeting.






Diablo Community Services District News

The Diabio Community Serdces Diaenict (DESD) 5 & Calformda Special District governed by a S-member Board of Directors
slacied by Dvabdo residents The hE5T és responsibie for providing security senyces o resdents. maimainmg and fmoroging
roidrs, Culvarns, and bridges within Diabldo, and presanving Kay's Trodl Ve dipbioosolorg for cemied mfoimaiion,

Wildfire Season
1s Here...
Are You Ready?

The vegetation fire on Upper Alameda Diable in
Jurne was a stark reminder of our community’s
vulmerability to wildfire and the impartance of
being prepared. Below are key steps every
resident can take 1o stay ready and informed,

SIGN UP FOR EMERGENCY NOTIFICATIONS

CREATE A DEFENSIBLE = HNixle: Uzed by local law enfercement Sign up at pixls com ar
SPACE AROUND YOUR HOME text your ZIP code to 888777,

* Remave plants that contain resing, oils, ar « Community Warning System (CWS): Contra Costa County’s
waxes, and eliminate wood mulch within all=hazard public alert system. Registar your cell phone at
& feat of your home. owsalerts.com and save P25-655-0195 as a contact,

& Trim tree branches away from rooftops + PulsePolnt: & mobile app from the San Ramon Valley Fire
and remowve lower branches within & feet Pratection District that shares real-tima 911 call data. Download
of the ground. the PulsePoint app and enable vegetatian fire alerts.

s Clear weeds, dead debris. and other
combustible material to create a PREPARE FOR EVACUATION
minimum 15-foot buffer from structures

OR YOUF proeperty. = |dentify 2-3 evacuation routes In case your primary path is
blocked. Click bare for the Diabio evacyuation olan
KEEP DIABLO'S ROADS CLEAR + Create a "Go Bag” of essentials. Click here for a packing quide,
FOR EMERGENCY VEHICLES « If an evacuation is likely. consider opening your front gate for

hici
= Cut back overhanging tree branches 1o emergency vehlcle access.

provide a minimum of 13.5 feet of vertical » Leave garly when initial alerts are received—don't wait fora
clearance over the road, mandatory evacuation arder.

= Remove vegetation. dry grasses, and duff = He prepared to be seif-sufficient for at least 72 hours, as first
within 3 feet of the street edge to keep responders may not be able to reach everyone right away.
evacuation routes sccessible. Visit Be Ready SRV for more tins,

DCSD FISCAL YEAR

2026 BUDGET

DCSD BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE

The DCED meets on the second Monday of every month at £:00 pm at Disble Country Club, Visit diablocsd arg for
meseting agendas, location, minutes, financials, history and information an the Diablo Municipal Adviscry Council,



Diablo’s Deputy Dispatch
Meet Diablo’s New Sherift Deputy

BY DEPUTY SHERIFF CAMDACE KUKLA

My name is Deputy Sheritt Candace Kukla, and I'm honored to serve as Diablo's new deputy. I've been in the
community for ust cver a month and have already enjoyved mesting many of you around town, Pleaze feel free to
wave as | drive by in the Diablo patrel vehicle=or reach out by phone or email if you have any guestions, concerns,
or would just lke to introduce yourself, You can reach me at (925) 455-T155 or ckukl001@s0.cocounty.us.

& bit about me: 've bean a sworn Deputy with the Contra Costa County Sheriff's Office since May 2018, After
completing my training, | was assigred to the Martinez Detention Facility, where | focused on data analysis related to
recidivism, In 2023, | was honored to be named the Martinez Detention Division's Deputy of the Year for my
investigative work, attention o detail, and analytical skills. In 2024, | transitioned to the Patrod Division, where [ve
saryved in Bay Point, Marth Richmond, El Sobrante, Rodeo, San Pablo, and Crockett,

Cwver the past month in Disblo, I've enjoyved connecting with residents and leaming about the community’'s values
and pricrities. Looking abhead, my goals are 1o fester trust through community engagemeant, maintain a visible
presence to deter crime, respond quickly to emergencies. and use education and technology to support public
safaty. Diablo is a truly special place, and I'm thrilled to be part of it.

SAFETY TIPS TO HELP /Ay E-BIKES, E-SCOQTERS, AND ¥
PROTECT YOUR HOME Q GOLF CARTS: KNOW THE RULES (ﬁ.'%
The Sherffs Depariment |3 actively investigating the Every summer, we 8¢ 8 rise in e-bike and e-scooter
recent burglaries and has increased patrals throughout use in Diablo—and this yvear is no differant. These
Diablo. The incidents appear to follow a pattern familiar to newer models are faster and more powerful, making
law enforcement suspects break a rear window/glass it essential for parents to understand the laws that
door, procesd dirgstly 1o the primary bedrocm and govern thalr use, Golf carts are also increasingly
bathroom, and gather valuables such as jewelry, designer popular. Please make sure your child is using the
handbags, and firearms. In and out in under 30 minutes. carrect vehicle for their age and license status,

Here are some helpful steps to keep your home secure;
« E-Bikes: Mo minimum age (except Class 3); all

* [nstall security cameras and an alarm system—and minors must wear helmets,
sotivate them whenever you leave the hause, even for + E-Scooters: Operators must have a driver's
short outings. license or permit; helmets are required for those
¢ LUze padlocks on backyard gates to limit essy access, under 18.
« Request a vacation house check—a Sheriffs deputy « Golf Carts: Drivers must have a driver's license
will walk yaur property whibe vou're away and check 1o aparate on Diable’s roads.
the extarlor of your residence-to ensure your doors = All Vehicles: Must obey posted speed limits

and windows have not been tamparad with, To
schedule this service, call the non-emergency Hne at
(25) 46-2441, These laws are in place to protect our children from
serious injury, Please help us keep your child=and
others—safe by ensuring they ride responsibly and
within the law.

and stop signs,

= Secure valuables in & balted-down safe—a loase sale
can be removed during a burglarny,

« 3tay slert and connected with your nelghbors—If vou
absarve suspicious activity, call the non-emergency
lime Bt (925) 644-2442_ or dial 911 In an emergency.




Preserving Our Rich History

Diablo’s Railroad Roots

BY DAVID MACKESEY, DIABLO HISTORIAN

was changing hands, Back then. Diablo was called

The Railroad Ranch, Sixteen hundred roliing acres.

stitched across the westarn basa of the mountain,

had been In the private domain of faur men wha

rubed the rails across the American West: Charles d
Crocker, Mark Hopking, Ledand Stanford, and Collis

P. Huntington=—the Assaciates, also known as The

Big Feur, They had stitched iron ralls into the body S I
af the continent, run gold and people westward to felas ey
San Francisco, and leveraged thelr wealth into

Cin the rain-washed slopas of Mount Diabla, in the
spring of 1877, a prime portion of California’s future
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land ard Industry across the burgeoning state,

Yet this land deal was different. Standing at the
transaction's center, General David D. Colton, Colton
was a Californian of reputation and ambiticn: a miner,
railroad officer, and milltary man, with a knack for riging
to mest opportunity. He was the newest partner of The
Associates, and over the past two years, the business
manager for the property.

The ranch had appeal—not just for its beauty. but
because it represented the tangible frults of California's
railroad boom. But the sale was to be no ordinary cash
trangaction, Colton cama with something else: 168
shares in the Rocky Mountain Coal and lron Company.
To the Assoclates, this was not just paper—these shares
controdled a portion of the coal reserves in tha high
country of Wyoming. & vital resource for powering the
lacomaotives that their fortunes depended upon. Thasa
168 shares were appraised at 350,000, & princely sum in
the days when gold lay thick in Sacramentia’s banks.

For Crocker, Hopking, Stanford, and Huntington, this
was less a relinguishment of land than an exchange of
ane form af power for anather=the coal that would fusel
their traing, and with them, their empire, For Colton, the
ranch represented more than acreage: it signified
admission to the elite fratemnity of California’s
industrialists, the Associates having invited him not just
inta thisr land dealings. but alsa thedir confidences

The papervork was formalized; Colton handed
over the shares; the Associates signed the deed
to the Raliroad Ranch on June 19, 1877, The last
light caught the top of the mountain, and a new
line was drawn in the California dirt.

The significence did not end at signatures, Under
Colton's ewnership, the ranch would change
hands again after his passing, next belng named
the Cook Ranch, then Cakwood Park Stock Farm
a5 It expanded, shifting from one epoch of
Califernia agriculture 1o another. The 1877 deal
was emblematic of its era. Land, coal, and capital
were axchanged with a handshake and a signed
sgreement, but also with a mutual understanding:
power in California came not marely from what
yvou owned, but from who yvou partnered with, The
Big Four ard Coltan, throwgh this transaction,
(Hustrated the new dynamic of the Gilded Age—
one where visionaries bartered fortunes and
shaped the future not just with shovels or plows,
but with stock certificates.

On those undulating acres. the dreams of the
raflroad—Iits tracks, its men, its unprecedented
reach=were literally and figuratively rocted in
Californla soll. The scil thet todey we call home,




RSVP AT WWW.DIABLOPOA.ORG

- i -
T ﬁ -.\'j-f -.-—...:.'r-"

. J'i-?'

e\nll. -Nme‘*
to Watson sIS

-. |J-" i_'..h.

jA Dlubfn_ Gu-lf; Cuura,.a I-flstory Tnurl-._"'.
el I?,L‘S 1925.4& &

_.:- :

September 14, 2025

IR RN




Social News

High School Graduates

Aldan Abar, son of Farzaneh and Dr. Hoss Abar,
and a graduate of the Athenian School, will be
attending Southern Methodist University In Houston,
Texas.

Breydon Congo, son of Heather and Chris Congo,
and a graduate of De La Salle High Schoal, will be a
frashman at the University of Southern California
wingre he will also be a member of the Men's Water
Palo Team.

Jennifer Edwards, daughter of Erin and Stephen
Edwards, and a graduate of Monte Vista High Sehaal
will ke entaring Chapman University in Orangs,
Calitarnia.

MacKenzie and Madison Green, twin daughters of
Jennifer and Kevin Green, and graduates of Monte
Yista High Sahool, will be going off 1o study at the
University of Mewvada at Reno.

Grace Harney, youngest daughter of Christina and
Chris Harvey, and a graduate of Carcndelat High
Schoel, ks heading off to COxford to attend the
Univergity of Misgissippi,

Avalynn Hoyle, daughter of Julie and Brad Hovle,
and a graduate of San Ramcn Valley High Schood,
looks forward to studying Chemistry at the University
of California at Santa Barbara.

Audrey Kennedy, youngest of Kathy and Adam
Kennedy, and a araduate of San Bamen Valley High
School is planning to study at the University of Utah.

Jake Lee, son of Erin and Jason Lee, and graduate
of De La Salle, is looking forward to joining the Bruins
at the University of California at Los Angeles.

Charlie Musco, son of Dr. Dolores Musco and Dr.
Mark Musco, and a graduate of De La Salle, will be
laving scon for Denver University.

A, Micholson, son of Gina and Andy
Nicholson, and a graduate of San Ramon Valley
High Schiool, will be attending Boise Sate University
in [dahao.

Dillen Pingatore, daughter of Dana and Matt
Pingatore, and & graduate of San Raman Valloy
High Scheool s ready to join the Buffs at the
Liniversity of Colorado at Boulder,

Maddie Roden, daughter of Rikki and Josh
Roden, and a graduate of Carondelet High School
i3 heading off to study at the University of
Tennessee at Knooville.

Gigi Scarpelli, Janet and Mike Scarpelli’s
youngaest daughter and a graduate of Alglon
College in Switzerland, will study in the Honors
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts st the
University of Michigan where she will pursus a
degree In Psychology

Finn Sepic, son of Courtnay and Jerry Sepic,
and a graduate of De La Salle will attend Texas
Christian University in Farth Werth, Texas,

Marlo Shah, daughter of Jodi and Jay Shah, and
a graduate of 53an Ramon Yalley High School, is
leoking forvard to Tulane University in New
Orleans, Louisiana,

Elise Tancreto, daughter of Karen and David
Tancreto, and an honors graduste of Carondelet
High Scheal, will be attending Santa Clara
University's Leavey School of Business.

Cathering Vitzhum, daughter of Gina and Todd
Vitzhum, and a graduate of Carondelet High
Schaol will be attending Texas Christian University
in Fort Waorth,




Thank you Erin Lee for starting a new tradition!
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Social News

College Graduates

Garrett Coleman, son of Luci and Terri Coleman,
has graduated from the University of Virginia Schoal
af Law in Charlottesville and is headed 1o New York (o
join the global law firm of Gibson Dunn.

Aidan McMamara, son of Pacla and Brian
MeMamara, has gracuated from the Linkversity of
Notre Dame with & major in Economics and & minor in
Accaunting. He will be warking for J.P. Morgan in Los
Angeles.

Mikki Musco, daughter of Tracy and Tre Musco,
has received a Juris Doctor degree from the Sturm
Coliege of Law at the University of Denver. She will
begin werk at Holland & Hart LLP in Boulder,
Colorado.

Ashley Melson, daughter of Deanna and Dan
Melson, has graduated from the Unvarsity of
Colorado at Boulder with a degree im English and &
minar in Business

Katie and Mark Mittler are proud that Ell Nittler
has graduated with honors from Lehigh University in
Pennsylvania. A gap vesr to travel is planned belore
pursuing a Master's degree in Design.

Weddings %

Patti and Rick Jeffery announce with joy
the marriage of thelr daughter Nicole
Jeffary and Kyle Lally on Apsil 24 at the
Carmel Mission Basilica with a beautiful
reception following at the Monteray
Penimsula Country Club.

Robert Perino, son of

Carrie and Ron Pearino,

has graduated from the University
of California at Barkelay with a
degree in Economics and Data
Science. He will be working in

Les Angeles.

Sara Theis, daughter of Amber

and David Huete, has graduated _H_‘_‘_H_'—‘_‘—'—-_,___
from tha lower leval Masters degree program at Azuss

Pacific University as a Registered Nurse. She will be

continuing 1o Complate the upper level Masters

program as a Murse Practitioner.

Finn ‘Watson, son of Valerie and David Watson has
graduated from the University of SL Andrew's in
Scotland with a Master of Sclence degree In Economilcs.
Finm is living in London and working for a financial
serdices company.

)
Amber and David Huete are thrilled to share
rews of their first grand baby, Maverick Glen
Zavala, ebght pounds and fourtean cunces.,

born on August & o oldest daughter Cherise

and son-in-taw Christian,

(¢

Kelly and Tom MeQueen will welcoms thelr
second grand baby this week, born ©0 oldast
daughter Madison and son-in-law Brayden
Jwatsloot.

Marci and Tom Parker are thrilled 10 have
twin grand-bables, a boy Beckett Arthur
Chaskes, six pounds and nine cunces, and a
girl Elle Parker Chaskes, five pounds and four
cunces, borm on April 29 1o youngest
daughter Kat and son-In-law Brian Chaskes,




Welcome Newo Resicients

WE HAVE A GIFT FOR YOU!

Diablo goes not have a typical HOA, Instead, all

residents pitch in & nominal 3200+ each year to cover

shared community costs: plants, water and

maintenance at the enfrances; raising the patriotic
Hags: holiday décor at the post office, the librany and
the entrances; maintaining cur amaiing community
ibrary; funding community activities and social events,
az well az printing fo deliver this newsletier to vou,
These things make Diablo the special place yvou have
chosen to make your home, Please let us know you

are nere! Email membership@diaghlogos.org,

ABOU'T THE DPOA

THE DIABLO PROPERTY OWMNERS'
ASSOCIATION
wwan diablopos ang
P.O. Box 215, Diablo, CA 94528
membership@diablopos.org
Instagram; @liablo Community

The mizsion of the Diablo Property Owners'
Assoclation iz to enhance the community
through beautification, social events,
communication and historic preservation
education. The DPOA is run by commiunity
volunteers and funded by annual contributions
by residents.

Formed in 1929, it is one of the oldest such
organizations in California. Although our
owners association possesses no kegal power,
it acts az a sounding board and works with
other organizations 1o facilitate community
affairs and events. You can find maore
infarmation at www . diablopoa.org and on
Instagram @D{ablo Community,

Our Talented Volunteers

Elizabath Birka-White Carcy Piarca

Jan Movak Leslia Keana

Tony & Dee Gelsher Dana Pingatare
Ehirley Osmer LGrag & Anne Lorens
Dana Gald Kathy Tormu

Melisza Cvadia Julie Majadly
Amber Huste Julie Wallunas
Alyssa Phillips Eatie Nitthar

Maddy Johnsan
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