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Corruption as before in Girish Verma’s times, continues unabated 

Commissioner News Service
ZIRAKPUR : Despite 3
building inspectors, one assis-
tant engineer in field, yet the
illegal constructions are seen
thriving. unnoticed, perhaps
accepting peanuts in exchange
of favours. The AAP govern-
ment may carryout an urgent
survey, to confirm the quan-
tum of unapproved structures
in the local Municipal juris-

diction. 
It is practically unthinkable to
lay a single brick in
Chandigarh, P'kula and
Mohali in contravention of
their master plan .  The master
plan of Zirakpur  perceptibly
has been thrown away in dust
bin by the governing  commit-
tee. How the uniform  devel-
opment of the town can take
place About  the perplexing

issue of unauthorised con-
structions, building inspectors
and Lakhvir Singh have not
been reporting accurate pic-
tures of erratic structures com-
ing up in Ananta housing proj-
ect, Steller Homes society at
Kishan pura, Dhakoli and
many other places.
The old rickety wall sans any

concrete foundation/ base
wouldn't prolong its strength

and buyers of flats might face
the hazards of weak struc-
tures.
On talking with builder Vipin
Bansal . he said they had only

sold plots in the housing busi-
ness  to the buyers. But it was
perhaps  his wrong presump-
tion that builders sold only
plots not raised any  colony
but  architectural plan by the
builders was got approved by
him from the municipal
authorities.
After a visit, inspection on

site by the builder inspector
Lakhvir Singh, overlooked

the illegally wrong construc-
tion by the builder who over
looked occupational deficien-
cies obviously by shaking
hands for handsome bribery.
Besides unending spree of
illegal constructions another
row of Amar Enclave,
Sunshine Enclave and Key
Gold Apartments on Gajipur
road have sprung surprise dis-
regarding the housing norms.

No action has been initiated
against the illegal housing
project of Ananta Aspire
where land of the site stands
controversial and orders for
status quo too have been
passed by the Supreme court.
The land belonging to Pearl
Group has allegedly gone into
soup and requisite CLU
(Change of land use) too has
not been obtained,as the

reports are pouring in.
It is pertinent to mention here
out of thousands illegal  apart-
ments sofar no demolition of
erratic buliding has ever been
executed such is a phenome-
nal recurrence of  local civic
body to be  taken care of.
Despite many efforts to con-
tact the EO Ravneet Singh,
talks could not be made.

Commissioner News Service
NEW DELHI :  For the 2023-
24 academic session, the only
rule/criterion for admission,
irrespective of any category,
will be the CUET score, said
Vikas Gupta, Registrar  Delhi
University.    
Undergraduate and post- gradu-
ate admissions ,this year will be
done only through the Common
University Entrance Test
(CUET) in all colleges, includ-

ing minority ones, and depart-
ments, said an official of the
Delhi University . 
This effectively means that St
Stephen's College will not be
able to conduct interviews for
admitting students even in the

50% reserved category.
"The executive Council of the
University of Delhi, at its meet-
ing held on December 8, had
resolved that with effect from
the academic session 2023-24,
admissions both at the UG and
PG levels, including those under
reserved category and minority
quota, will be carried out solely
on the basis of the CUET score."
said the notification dated 30
Dec 2022.

Admission aat DDelhi UUniversity
only tthrough CCUET

Commissioner News Service
NEW DELHI :  In the pres-
ence of Ashwani Sharma,
president BJP (Pb) ,Som
Parkash, Union Minister of
state , Raj Kumar Verka  BJP
leader, the  two ex MLAs of
SAD Amarpal Singh Boni
and Manmohan Singh were
inducted into  BJP fold by
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
Union Jal Shakti Mantri.
had

Both had registered from the
primary membership of
SAD on Feb 11 due to the
difference with the party
leader Bikramjeet Singh
Majithia.

Gajendra SShekhawat iinducts
2 SSAD EExMLAs  iinto  BBJP

Commissioner News Service
CHANDIGARH : Mr
Manohar Lal Khattar Chief
minister Haryana is also
would present the budget
estimates for 2023- 24 on
February 23.
A decision in this regard was
taken on Thursday in the
business advisory committee
(BAC) meeting of the state
assembly.
The meeting was held under
the chairmanship of speaker

Gain Chand Gupta. State
chief minister Manohar Lal
Khattar, deputy CM
Dushyant Chautala, parlia-
mentary affairs minister

Kanwar Pal, home minister
Anil Vij and deputy speaker
Ranbir Singh Ganwar were
also present the meeting.

Khattar tto ppresent HHaryana
Budget ttomorrow

Commissioner News Service
MOHALI : Spearheading the
protests toward  Sikh prisoners
languishing in jails despite com-
pleting their sentences. Protesters
have pitched around 100 more
tents and dug another borewell at
the Chandigarh-Mohali border, a
site they have been camping since
January 7. 
The protesters of Kaumi Morcha

have deployed their self-styled
security guards at the entry point
of the protest site near the
"Dolphin crossing" on the border.
Their job is to check entry of peo-
ple after making queries about the
purpose of their visit.
Police have identified and have

released photographs of 10 more
people allegedly involved in the
attack on cops during the Quami

Insaaf Morcha protest at the
Chandigarh-Mohali border,
announcing a cash reward of Rs
10,000 for clues. 
The identity of the informer would
be kept secret, said the cops. The
police have released a total of 40
photographs of the accused
involved in the violence on
February 8 so far, but are yet to
make any arrest.

Qaumi IInsaaf MMorcha aadvances,
pitches 1100 mmore ttents

Commissioner News Service
ZIRAKPUR : For the past over
16 years govt computer teachers
are today also  devoid of equali-
ty treatment with their school
teachers. Why does the disparity
exist  ?  bemoans a  teacher. 
Why step motherly treatment, it
injects poisonous pill into their
mind ,curses another computer
teacher.
The computer teachers  easily
wouldn't  be able to dedicate
toward  their duties nor is it pos-
sible,  said a  computer teacher
on anonymity.
Emanating the aggrieved   voice
of  the victim teachers , Mr
Sukhdev Singh Chowdhury
president  Joint Action
Committee committed to raising
their demand with Bhagwant
Singh Mann Chief Minister Pb.
Being on govt roll of  staff

strength, the discriminatory
treatment will  have to  be
curbed out
It is shocking to note that Punjab
government again  discriminat-
ed  with the computer teachers
on 1.1 .2017 , by providing   5 %
intervening relief  to employees
of Corporation, Societies leav-

ing computer teachers aside .
These teachers must be recog-
nised essentially  as constituting
strength of Punjab School
Education Board  or they would
continue cursing their own fate
as well of PSEB Mohali , added
Sukhdev Singh Choudhry.

Computer tteachers rremain
devoid oof uuniform aamenities

Commissioner News Service
Shilong : Activists of BJP asked how
a stadium inaugurated by Chief
Minister Conrad K. Sangma two
months ago could be deemed under
construction and unsafe.
Mr Narendra Modi Prime Minister
was scheduled to address the rally at
the P.A. Sangma Stadium on
February 24 but Meghalaya’s Sports
Department refused permission, say-
ing the ground was unfit for such a
programme.
“The P.A Sangma Stadium is not

under the control of the district
administration. It is still under con-
struction and therefore, the applica-
tion was forwarded to the Sports
Department, Shillong by the
Returning Officer concerned,” West
Garo Hills district’s Swapnil Tembe
Deputy Commission commented
“Sports Department] have exhorted
for an alternate venue of Alotgre
Cricket Stadium being considered,”
said Tembe.
Local BJP leaders said the cricket
stadium, about 5 km from the foot-

ball stadium named after former Lok
Sabha Speaker Purno Agitok
Sangma, may not be a good option
because of poor accessibility. They
accused the National People’s Party
(NPP) of trying to sabotage Mr.
Modi’s programme out of fear that a
“pro-BJP wave” could derail its
prospects.
The NPP heads the Meghalaya
Democratic Alliance government of
which the BJP is a minor constituent.
However, the two parties are contest-
ing each other this time

NPP rrefuses ppermission ffor PPrime MMinister
rally aat SSangma sstadium 

Commissioner News Service
CHANDIGARH : As having
been  ruled by the Election
Commission that  Shiv Sena
with bow-& arrow would now
be bonafide and real party.
Shinde Sena group  would  cap-
ture   the Shakha headquarters
in  a phase wise manner.
Shinde Gp  activists are beam-
ing with joys and  more enthusi-

asms.They are confident hoping
Shakha" parmukhs"  would
shortly pledge their loyalty to
the real Shiv sena outfit, said

Rohit Sharma, Parbhari
incharge of Shiv Sena, Shinde
(Chandigarh).
He added old photos would be
replaced by Eknath  Shinde ,
Chief Minister and late Bala
Saheb Thackeray..Many dis-
gruntled  workers in Udhav fac-
tion  fear all cash , bank  accon-
ts would slowly be operated  by
the real party now.

Shiv SSena ""Shakhas" bbelong tto bbonafide
real SShiv SSena wwith bbow-aarrow

Commissioner News Service
ZIRAKPUR : On the eve of
Ist" death anniversary of Ram
Achal Tiwari, under the aus-
pices of Lokhit Sewa Samiti, a
camp for health checkup was
organised in Amcare and JS
Dental Care Implant centre.
In view of the frequent breakout
of unprecedented diseases after
the elopment of Covid-19, Dr
Rashi Iyer observed the necessi-
ty of free first hand examination

camp for needy men, women
and children.
During the camp, requisite allo-
pathic and ayurvedic medicines
were dispensed with.More than
150 beneficiaries got their
health examined for different
ailments as variation of sugar
levels, Blood Pressure & ECG.
Advocate Mukesh Gandhi, a
renowned social worker was the
chief guest besides Mr Sukhdev
Singh Choudhry. President of

the Joint Action Committee who
was accorded welcome for dis-
tinguished guest of honour by
the activists of Sewa Samiti.
On the day of clinical checkup,
Dr Jagdish Minocha, Dr Jyoti
Sharma, Dr Manpreet, Ramit
Kumar, Pushpa Tiwari, Satish
Bharadwaj, Satish Duggal,
Nirmal Singh contributed their
medical services and graced the
occasion.

Lokhit SSewa SSamiti hholds hhealth
inspection ccamp

Commissioner News Service
MOHALI/CHANDIGARH :
Under the initiatives taken by
our Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann, the Department of
Tourism and Cultural Affairs, is
organising 2 day colourful cul-
tural programme at Indian
School of Business  at Mohali
said Anmol Gagan Mann,
Minister for Tourism and
Culture Affairs, Pb.
The 5th" progressive Punjab,
Investiture Sammelan would be
hosted by Ministry of Tourism
and Culture Affairs at Lake

Club. Mr Satinder Sartaz folk
singer would enthral the guests
audience. The cultural delega-
tion would extend the state's
hospitality and warm welcome
to the visiting team .

Pbi. ccultural pprogramme
to eenthral iinvestors aat

lakh cclub :: AAnmol GGagan

Commissioner News Service
NEW DELHI: The state visit to
India by German Chancellor
Scholz's as his 1st visit in his pre-
mier role would cover 2 days. Also
the 1 st standalone to India since
biennial inter. Governmental con-
sultation mechanism commenced
in 2011.
The mechanism is a whole of gov-
ernment framework under which
ministers from both countries hold
discussions in their respective
areas of responsibility and report
on the outcome of discussions to
the Prime Minister and
Chancellor.

The visit of Scholz's significantly
coincides with the first anniver-
sary of the Ukraine war.Variable
discussions on bilateral, region-
al,and global issues would be held
and interaction with the CEOs
,business leaders too would be
incorporated in the summit.
The summit would envisage to
strengthen security and defence
cooperation, work toward closer
economic ties and enhance oppor-
tunities for mobility of talent and
render strategic guidance to ongo-
ing collaboration in science and
technology .

German CChancellor
Scholz's tto aarrive ffor
two ddays oon 225 FFeb 

Commissioner News Service
ZIRAKPUR : 9 Congress
councillors have on Tuesday
joined the AAP outfit under
the leadership of Kuljit
Singh Randhawa. Ms Usha
Rana from ward no. 1,
Sunita Jain from ward no. 4,
Navjot Singh from ward no.
26, Jaswinder Singh Longia
from ward no. 29, Renu
Nehru from ward no. 27,
Rajni Sharma from ward no.
15, Sukhbir Lucky from

ward no. 28, Neetu
Chaudhary from ward no.
31, Neelam Saini from ward
no. 17, have been welcomed
and inducted into the AAP
fold by Kuljit Singh
Randhawa.
Already Harjit Singh Minta
of ward no. 14, Neha
Sharma  from ward no. 5,
Ajit Pal Singh from ward no.
6, had joined the AAP bas-
tion to boost the morale of
the outfit.

9 CCongress ccouncillors
join AAAP uunder 

leadership oof MMLA

Ravneet Singh 
Executive Officer

Lakhvir Singh
Building Inspector
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HOTELHOTEL CHAINCHAIN
1. Hotel Mannat, Mobile 7986032424, 
Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
2. Hotel Amaze, Mobile 7508700555
Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
3. Hotel Classic, 9501175566 
SCO 34, Main Silver City, Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
4. Hotel A One, 8168535996
SCO 8, Silver City, Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur.
5. Hotel Kuber 7, 9041881078, 9041881076
Near Silver City, Amb-Chd road, Opp Royal City, ZRK
6. Royal Plaza Hotel, 8837859503, 9357007777, 
SCO 25, Silver City, Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
7. Hotel KC Royal, 9888625636 
**Amenities of Banquet  Hall & Spacious Rooms**
Amb-Chd road, Opp Royale Estate, Zirakpur 
8. Hotel Galaxy View, 8684930771
Near Patiala Chowk, Zirakpur
9. Hotel D' Plaza, 9578000020
SCO 9, Modern Complex, Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
10. Hotel Waves, 01762-510909, 9041092622
SCO 21, Kalgidhar Enclave, Zirakpur-Kalka road, 
Baltana Zirakpur
11. Hotel # Tag, 7999900050
SCO17, Kalgidhar Market, Opp. K.Area, Baltana,ZRK
12. Hotel Taj Inn, 8968284079
SCO22, Kalgidhar Market, Opp. K.Area, Baltana,ZRK
13. Hotel Atlante, Properties 9578110000
SCO24, Kalgidhar Market, Opp. K.Area, Baltana,ZRK
14. Hotel Magus, 9872791857
SCO 3, Shimla Highway, Zirakpur
15. Hotel Shine Inn, 7341134340
SCO4,(Near Sohi Banquet Hall) Simla Highway, ZRK
16. Prime Land Regency, 7837767769
SCO 34-35, Simla Highway, ZRK
17. Hotel Z, 9478479235 Roof Top Restaurant
Shimla road, Zirakpur
CLINIC/HOSPITCLINIC/HOSPITAL/LABAL/LAB
1. AMCARE Hospital, Abhi Tej Nibber 7087113922
VIP road, Zirakpur 
2. Dr Sukhdev Charitable Lab, 9815466925 
Opp. VIP Enclave,  Bansal Mkt, Near Penta Homes,
Collection : Public Clinic & Nursing Homes, 
Amb-chd, road, Zirakpur
3. Santosh Hospital, 9779968778
SCF101-A, Shree Balaji Enclave, 
Patiala road,  Zirakpur
4. Dr Dhawan's, 9876931601
Renovin Skin & Cosmetology Clinic, 
SCO 17, First Floor, Navjot Square, 
Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
5. Ashirwad Hospital, 9501775448
Bhabat road, Zirakpur
6. Myoma Clinic, Dr Chatli, 9872669171
Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
MEDICINES & CHEMISTS/MEDICOSMEDICINES & CHEMISTS/MEDICOS
1.Mohan Medical Hall, 9063000061
Amb-chd road, Zirakpur
2. MF Chemist, 7341130032
Allopathic/Ayurvedic/Cosmetics
SCO 16, Navjot Square, Near NK Sharma office,
Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
3. The Diabetes Store, 
(Retail & Wholesale) 16, Navjot Square, Zirakpur
PROPERPROPERTYTY GROUPGROUP
1. Investors Home, 9781077770
Civil Construction, Interior Designer, Shop 9, 
Silver City  Mains, Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
2. SBP Group, 9888854530
Plot no. 1265, Near Tata Motors, Sector 82, Mohali
3. Maya Garden Magnesia, 9815521552
Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
4.Om Property, 7696445500
SCO 2, Near Parmar Petrol Pump, Chd-Amb road,Zrk.
TTAXI, AXI, TRANSPORTRANSPORTSTS
1. Guru Nanak Taxi Service, 9988531007
**A/c, Non A/c  cars**
Near UCO Bank, Modern Complex, 
Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
2. GS Tezi Transport, 24 Hrs Mobile : 9316017250
Ranjan Plaza, Zirakpur
3. Satguru, Loading Jeep Operator Union,
9872531068, 9814722165, 
Ranjan Plaza, Chd-road, Zirakpur
4. Sai Tour & Travels 9888875827
A/c, Non A/c 24 Hours, Shop 1, 
Dev Shopping Complex, Bhabat road, Zirakpur
RESTRESTAURANTS, EAAURANTS, EATRIES, DHABHATRIES, DHABHA
1. Dine o City, Mobile  9876629396
Buffet & Restaurants, SCO 5, Opp. Royal City, 
Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
2. Baba Ki Rasoi, 8427468720
Amritsari Kulcha, Near NK Sharma office, 
Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
3. Guru Nanak Vaishnu Dhabha, 9779004974
Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
JEWELLERS SHINEJEWELLERS SHINE
1. Shree Jee Jewellers,  8591702424, 9206501322
32, Block-B, High Street, VIP road, Zirakpur
2. Shri Kapila Jewellers, 9872207279
SCO 21, Block-B, VIP road, Zirakpur
3. Mahadev Jewellers, 9876826740
9, Block-B, Ground Floor, High Street, 
VIP road, Zirakpur
4. Bagga Jewellers, 9815000662
SCO 6, Badal Colony, Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
5. MG Jewellers, 9888881869
Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur

6. Kalaji Jeweller, 9815076523, 
Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
*Also available in Chandigarh, Manimajra & Mohali*
ELECTRICALELECTRICAL PROVISIONS/AIR CONDITIONINGPROVISIONS/AIR CONDITIONING
1. A.C. Care, 9478967214, Baljit Singh 9988192043
Spare, Repair of AC,Washing Machine,
Chd-Amb road, Near OBC Bank, Zirakpur
2. Punjab Electricals, 9779904941, 8727881313
Patiala-road, Zirakpur
3. Ganesh Electricals, 9417621222
Shop 637, Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
4. Shiv Electricals, 9569243076
Repair & Spare, Amb-chd road, Zirakpur
CLOTH HOUSE/EMPORIUM/BOUTIQUECLOTH HOUSE/EMPORIUM/BOUTIQUE
1. Paridhaan, (9570000069) 
Designer Suit Saree, Lehangaa
G-10, Hollywood Plaza, VIP road, Zirakpur
2. Brand Tree, Fashion Wear, 7888721165
VIP road,  Block-C, Zirakpur
3. Sanorita, 9878523318 (Kiran) 
The Fashion Town,Western Outfit, 
SCO 5, AMCARE Plaza, VIP road, Zirakpur
4. Indian Shadow Handloom, 7082071500
Curtain King, Near PTC, Lower Ground,
Shop 14, VIP road, Zirakpur
5. Raymond,  Dulha Collection, 9888388919
Men's Tailoring Shop, Shop 5, Ist Floor, VIP road, 
Near AMCARE Hospital, Zirakpur
6. Vijay Cobb Brand Fabric, 9625168599
7. Octave Clothing Apparel,9988886017
Upper Ground Floor, Shop 1,2 Singhpura, Zirakpur.

8. Gupta Cloth House, 9815694155, 
Suits, Sarees, Lehnga, Handloom
SCO 1, Royale Estates, Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
9. Veena Fashion, 9855595548 ** Party wear 
Suit/Dress Material/Wedding Collection
SCO 4, Royale Estate Market, Chd-Amb road,Zirakpur
DENTDENTALAL CARE/CLINIC/DENTURECARE/CLINIC/DENTURE
1. Aesthetic Dental Centre 
Dr Samir Anand 9872184048, 
VIP road, Shopping Centre, Zirakpur
2. Dr Hayer's, Dental Care  9914495951
SCO 2, First Floor, Royal Estate, 
Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
3. Smile Dental Clinic, 9888345500
SCO 56, Dev Shoping Complex,Pabhat road, Zirakpur
BOOKS & STBOOKS & STAATIONERS, GIFTTIONERS, GIFT, , TTOYSOYS
1. Jindal Book Centre, 9417851069, 9463420594
*Gift Item Sports* , near Mona Green, 
Opp Apple Height, VIP road, Zirakpur
2. Fancy Stationers, Vivek, 8283828651 
SCO 42, Ground Floor, B-Block, VIP road, Zirakpur

3. Gopal Ji Gift Gallery Archies, 9968590015
SCO 6, Block-C, (Opp Indus Ind Bank)VIP road,ZRK
4. Garg Stationery Zone, 7341111142
SCO 3, Block B, Royale Palm, VIP road, Zirakpur
SANITSANITARARYY, HARDW, HARDWARE/PLARE/PLY/TIMBERY/TIMBER
1. Aggarsen Building Store,  7814999997
SCO 12, Near ICICI Bank, Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
2. Ganga Traders, 9034794483
Chd-Amb road, (Opp. NK Sharma ) Zirakpur
3. Bansal & Sons, 9815245803 
**Plywood, Hardware, Sanitary, Paints
SCO 1 A, B Royale Estate, Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
4. Shiv Hardware, 9417728473 Paints, Sanitary
Near NK Sharma Office, Opp.Royale Estates,Zirakpur
5. Amara Trading Co., 9356948172
**Aluminium Section, A.C.P, A.P.P sheets, Laminated Board**
Opp. UCO Bank, Chd-Amb road, Badal Colony, Zrk.
6. AS Enterprises, 8194980063
**Manufacturing variety of boards including 2D & 3D Jaali**
SCO 1, Near GS Memorial Public School, Zirakpur
SWEETS SWEETS WONDERWONDER
1. Longia Sweets, 9814906894, 9914351215 
21, near Hotel Citi Inn, Zirakpur
2. Goyal's Chandigarh Sweets, 9357258011, 
Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
3. Jaswinder Sweets, 9878004596
Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
4. Annpurna Sweets, 7508700555
Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
GRAPHICS/FLEX/PRINTING/GRAPHICS/FLEX/PRINTING/
GLOWGLOW SIGN/DOCUMENTSIGN/DOCUMENT CENTRESCENTRES
1. Kothari Graphics, 9988335861
Near NK Sharma Office, SCO 13,15 Navjot Square,
Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
2. Graphics Printing, 9256338644 
SCO 6/697, Basement, Opp. Parmar Petrol  Pump), 
Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
3. AV Traders, 9888063232
Amb-Chd road, Parmar petrol pump,  Zirakpur

4. Yadav Document Centre, 9888348862 
**Documents all solutions**Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur

5. Glow Signage Chg, 9316198717 
(A Complete Printing Hub) SCO 1, Modern Complex,
Near Vijay Bank, Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
GROCERGROCERYY, KAR, KARYYANAANA STSTOREORE
1. Tushan Gupta, Mobile 8437061864
Ganpati Karyana Store, Shop 4, VIP road, Zirakpur
2. Aggarwal Provision Store, Mobile 8195998148, 
Shop 41, Lower Ground, High Street, 
VIP road, Zirakpur
3. PTC Retail, 
Shop No. 44, Block-B, High Street Market, 
VIP road, Zirakpur
COMMUNICACOMMUNICATION, LAPTTION, LAPTOPOP, MOBILE, COMPUTERS, MOBILE, COMPUTERS
1. The Mobile Gallery, 9888301099
Near Lottery Bazar, SCO 06, PKL-road, Zirakpur
New Mobiles, Accessories and Mobile Repair etc.
2. Phone Zone, Mobile : 9464856771
VIP road, near KFC, Zirakpur  
3. Sachhi Trading, Mobile 9914669100
Shop 10, Ground Floor, B-Block, VIP road, Zirakpur 
4. Dell Store, Gulam Heddar 9878614133, 9914007121
Computer, Laptop, High Street, Block-A, 
VIP road, Zirakpur
5. Mobile World, 9780094000
SCO 2, Panchkula lights (A Complete Mobile Shop)
Zirakpur
BAKERS/OVEN/DAIRBAKERS/OVEN/DAIRYY
1. Pulkit Dairy, Mobile 9872715495
Butter, Milk, Cream, Paneer, 
Shop No.3, Opp. Apple Height VIP road, Zirakpur 
2. Khan Dairy, Butter, Milk, Cream, Paneer, 
VIP road, Kaseri  Plaza, Zirakpur 
(Mr Sonu) 8872413205, 9779908814
3. Blu Heaven (Cake Shop), Mobile 8146030300
VIP road, SCO 11, (VIP Shopping Centre) Zirakpur 
4. Gurpal Bakers, 8728885252
Baker & Confectioners, 37, 
Block-B, High Street, VIP road, Zirakpur
5. National Baker’s Bake Shop, 9646688997
Patiala road, Near PNB Bank, Zirakpur
VITVITALITYALITY FRUITS, DRFRUITS, DRYY MEWMEWAA
Apple Creels, Cittu Bragta  
Mobile 8626862695, 9805742761
www.applecreels.com
PUNGENTPUNGENT TTARKA, SPICESARKA, SPICES
1. Fish 'n' Chips, Mobile 8307957367
Apple Height, VIP road, Zirakpur
INTERIOR DECOR, GIFTS/INTERIOR DECOR, GIFTS/
GLITTERS/PVCGLITTERS/PVC
1. Dhruv Interiors, 9356280216
Shop 4,5 Navjot Square, Near NK Sharma Office, 
Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
2. Chandigarh Wallpapers HUB Mobile,  
9729687777 Saurav Sikri,
Opp. Domino's Pizza  VIP road, Zirakpur
3. Fuzzon, 9958828833, 9540722215
SCO 19, VIP road, Shopping Centre, Zirakpur 
4. Decor Plus, Pawan Jain 9215600099
SCO 25, Block-B, VIP road, Zirakpur
5. Doro Homes Concepts, 7814572180
Shop 22, Block-A, VIP road, Zirakpur, 
6. Chandigarh Interior Hub, 9050374005 
Handloom & Wallpaper, SCO, 5, Hollywood Plaza, 
Near CCC, VIP road, Zirakpur
7. Hariom Handloom Craft, Mobile 6283934250
(Home Décor Item) 14, RBC Mall, Zirakpur
DISPOSABLE & PLASTIC ITEMSDISPOSABLE & PLASTIC ITEMS
1. Sri Balaji Enterprises, 
Mobile 8708478658, 8968215182
Shop 36 Opp. Square Hospital, VIP road,
Shopping Centre, Zirakpur
2. Bhagwati Plastics, Manoj Goyal, 9315538654
43, Royal Palm, VIP road, Zirakpur.
OPTICAL/VISION/SPECSOPTICAL/VISION/SPECS
1. Care Vision Opticals 8284908330, 9988920377
SCF, Block-C, HighStreet Mkt, Zirakpur.
2. Sun Glasses, Square-Mobile 9728310732, 
SCO 39, Block-B, VIP road, Zirakpur
3. Kalra Opticians, 9872399095
Showroom no.5, High Street, C-Block,VIP road, Zrk.
4. B.L. & Sons Opticals 9888549073
Gali no. 2, Chd-Amb, Zirakpur
KITCHEN KITCHEN WWARES & SPARES & SPARKSARKS
1. Kitchen Concepts 
(Devanshu Goel) 7696617533, 8196857770
SCO 1, Ground Floor, High Street, Block-A, 
VIP road, Zirakpur
2. Ten 11 Kitchen, Vikash Tomar, 7657999655, 
Block-A, VIP road, Zirakpur

READYMADE/BOUTIQUE/APPREADYMADE/BOUTIQUE/APPARELSARELS
1. Odhani, 9888889021, 
RNT Enterprises, (For Lady Purses, Luggage)
614, Hollywood Plaza, near CCC, VIP road, Zirakpur

2. Odhani, 9888888299, 
Shivam 
All Clothings from Indian to Western, Amb-chd 
road, Shingpura chowk, Zirakpur 
3. The Junior's, Complete Kids Store,
Mobile 9888777705

396, Ist floor, Sector 8, Panchkula.
4. Patiala House, Mobile 9888806044, 
Suits Sarees Lehngas, 
SCO 5, Singhpura Chowk, Zirakpur
5. Elegant Saloni Collection, 9417303402
(A complete range of lady wear)
SCO 16, AMCARE Plaza, VIP road, Zirakpur
6. Vijay Cobb Brand Fabric, 9625168599, 
Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
7. Raymond Store, Mobile 9888664543
Shop No. 3, Ist Floor, Citi Square, Chd-Amb road, 
Opp. Royal Enfield, Zirakpur
8. Madame Readymade Garments, 
(Vishaal) 8283836387, 8146118674 
Shop 7, Citi Square, Upper ground floor, Zirakpur
9. Spendid Lifestyle,
The Steps, 9814201600
Amb-Chd road, Singhpura, Zirakpur
10. She-16, All Female Wear,  
Swastik Enterprises, Mobile 9646557681, 9780247475
SCO 93, GuruNanak Enclave,Old Amb-road, Dhakoli 
FURNITURE/PLFURNITURE/PLY/DOORSY/DOORS
1. Elite Furniture 9219200009, 8427069000 (Kurl on)
Shop 11, Hollywood Plaza, VIP road, Zirakpur
2. Chopal Ply House, 9896501800, 9896429408
Silver City, SCF 24, Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
3. Jindal Door & Ply, 7027071715
Near Corporation Bank, Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
4. Shiv Ply Woods, 9417728473 
(Opp. Royale Estates), Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
5. Shiv Plywoods, 9417554773
Near NK Sharma Office, Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
6. Vijay Plywood, Hardware &  Sanitary, 9814117595
Near NK Sharma Office, Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
7. Mansa Ply Woods, 9988885422, Hardware & Glass
SCO 5, Modern Complex, Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
8. JD Furniture & Decors, 9876558444
Near Kabir Nursery, Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
9. Bala Ji Timbers & Plywood, 9814301729
Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
PERSONALITYPERSONALITY ORNAMENTS,ORNAMENTS,
FOOTWEAR, BAGS ETCFOOTWEAR, BAGS ETC
1. Sandalz, 9872172134, Neha Singh (For Shoes, Bags),
SCO 4, Lower 'G Floor, Amb-Highway Zirakpur
2. Me n Moms , Cuddles n Snuggles, 
Mobile 9876016099
Raksha Business Centre, Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
TYRES/WHEELS/BLANCERSTYRES/WHEELS/BLANCERS
1. Auto Care,  8196098829, 
Shop 35, Chaura Bazar, Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
ROARINGROARING MACHINE/BULLETMACHINE/BULLET CAFECAFE
1. Bullets Sale & Services, 7347029497, 7347029498
Amb-Chd road, Singhpura, Zirakpur
2. The Bullet Café, 9872000106
SCO 3, Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
TTAILORING/DESIGNINGAILORING/DESIGNING EXPEREXPERTSTS
1. Royal Wear Tailors, 8837859503, 9268600001
Designer Studio, Main Silver City (Opp Sethan Da 
Dhaba), Ambala road, Zirakpur.
2. New Style Tailor & White House,  9988820933
**Mukatsar Wale** Gents suiting shirting, 
Safari Suits, Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
3. New Shri Ganpati White House,
9478700044, 9216700044
Fashion Studio, SCO 7, Main Silver City, 
Amb-Chd road, Zirakpur
MOTMOTOR/AUTOR/AUTO REPO REPAIRS/CARAIRS/CAR
1. Kapoor Auto Spares, 9855988218
Service Repair, Spare parts, Chd-Amb road, Zirakpur
INSURANCE, LOTTERINSURANCE, LOTTERYY LUCKLUCK
1. Insurance 8872135535 
Accidental Vehicles, Personal, Medical Claim 
2. Rattan Lotteries, 9855733571
SCO 1, Panchkula Chowk, Zirakpur
3. Sharma Lottery, 9988150985
Amb-Chd road, (Near Panchkula Chowk) Zirakpur
PROMINENTPROMINENT GENERALGENERAL STSTORESORES
1. Aman Pappu General Store, 9779723419
**Visit for : Laces, Bangles, Jewellers, Purse Garland,
Under garments etc.** Shop 329, Amb-Chd road, ZRK
2. Ekam General Store, 9941934567
**Wide range of Cosmetics, Jewellers, Embroideries,
Purse etc.** Shop no. 112, Old MC Office road, ZRK
3. Saini General Store, 9814798003, 9814003377
**Varities of  Under Garments  and School Uniforms etc**
Chd-Amb road, Main Bazar, Zirkapur
WWAATCH PURCHASE & REPTCH PURCHASE & REPAIRAIR
1. Usha Watch Co., Rakash Verma 9888940945, 9914097950
Auth Dealer : Sonata, Titan, HMT, Other watches, Wall clock
Alarm Time Pieces and Calculator, Sun Glass & Opticals also available
Main Chowk Zirakpur, Chandigarh road 

Brick Kiln QualityBrick Kiln Quality
1. Khanduja Brothers (KKK), 9814400801
Patiala road, Chhatbir.
2. Om Bricks, 9877672881
Patiala road, Azizpur.
3. Gulati Bricks, 9671600219
Sundra road, Mubarakpur

Where to stepin Where to stepin 
in tricity at in tricity at 

ZirakpurZirakpur
*****
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Complexities pprevail iin
merit, sseniority ssystem ffor

selection oof jjudges

Editorial --

It is widely known that
consultation and
concurrence became
casualties under the pre-
collegium system
especially in the 1970s and
1980s. Supersession
became an instrument.
Human Resource
departments of most
organisations had to decide
on merit and a department
that equates grey hair with
merit will be described as
lazy. But since
supersession can be
subjective, seniority
becomes the path of least
resistance and is the bane
of most organisations. We
are referring to the
convention of the senior-
most judge becoming CJI.
Unless one uses creative
construction to make the
Constitution more
malleable than necessary,
the collegium doesn't
belong. More importantly,
all is not well with the
collegium. In 2009 the Law
Commission submitted in
its 230th report: "The
above recommendation for
the need for an urgent and
immediate review of the
present procedure for
appointment of judges is
further fortified by his
forth- right views
expressed by Shri Justice
JS Verma, a former CJI,
who had written the lead
judgment in the 2nd judges'
case."
What was the former CJI's

view? "My judgment says
the appointment process of
HC and SC judges is
basically a joint or
participatory exercise
between executive and
judiciary, both taking part
in it." According to him,
legal acumen is best
gauged by judiciary, non-
legal antecedents by
executive.
In 2002 a National
Commission to review the
working of the Constitution
proposed "the composition
of the collegium which
gives due importance to
and provides for the
effective participation of
both the executive and the
judicial wings of the state

as an integrated scheme for
the machinery for
appointment of judges",
and recommended the
establishment of a National
Judicial Commission under
the Constitution.
The collegium versus
National Judicial
Commission is. No one
should argue NJAC was
drafted well. Take the
definition of "eminent
person". Take imprecise
phrases like "considered
fit". Take composition of
NJAC itself. Take placing
regulations before
Parliament. The collegium
needs to give. It is not
superior to pre-collegium
days.
What SC struck down in
2015 was a  specific form
NJC took, that of NJAC.
With better form and
content, NJAC might not
have been struck down. On
such a serious matter, in
hindsight, it is a bit
surprising that NJAC was
legislated, with f its
deficiencies. In hindsight,
it is also a bit surprising
that SC didn't ask for a
better version of NJC to be
drafted, though, in fairness,
the petition was about
NJAC.
In this polarisation between
executive and judiciary,
with even legislature
dragged in, we are moving
away from core questions.
We need a better method of
appointing (and
transferring) HC and SC
judges. The warts are too
evident.
If names are to be rejected
based upon unsubstantiated
intelligence inputs and SC
has no mechanism of
verifying their veracity,
then many I will stand
condemned without being
heard. That will be gross
injustice to any person who
aspires to become a judge
of the higher judiciary.
When the intelligence
inputs to reject the names
of Somasekhar
Sundaresan, R John
Sathyan and Saurabh
Kirpal on rank political
grounds were given by Gol,
SC collegium did a yeoman

service rejecting them and
also putting it out in the
website.
The court emphasised the
basic principle in the
matter of public
employment and stated:
"All citizens have the right
to free speech and
expression under Article
19(1)(a) of the
Constitution. Expression of
views by a candidate does
not disentitle him to hold a
constitutional office so
long as the person
proposed for judgeship is a
person of competence,
merit and integrity."
This echoes the view of
Justice Chinnappa Reddy
who said: "Politics is no
crime. Does it mean that
only True Believers in the
political faith of the party
in power for the time being
are entitled to public
employment?" He added
that 'McCarthyism' has no
place under the Indian
Constitution.
Articles 124 and 217 of the
Constitution explain how
judges of the Supreme
Court (including the Chief
Justice of India) and the
high courts are to be
appointed. There are minor
differences between the
two Articles. But both
require consultation
between executive and
judiciary.
What does the country
want? (1) The fight person
should be appointed. (2)
The wrong person
shouldn't be appointed. (3)
was instrumental in filing a
public interest litigation in
his own name challenging
the publication of
photographs of Muslim
women in electoral rolls.
That case was dismissed by
a division bench of the
Madras HC, but
prominently reported.
The name of that petitioner
was similar to the advocate
whose name was
recommended for
judgeship. It was enough
for an inaccurate IB report,
derailing the chance of a
lawyer recommended for
judgeship.
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Commissioner News Service
MOHALI : “Strict action
will be taken against
marriage palace owners
found flouting rules and
playing music beyond the
permissible time limit.
Residents are complaining
about the growing nuisance
by marriage palaces near the
residential societies” said
Zirakpur DSP Bikramjit
Singh Brar. 
Now the owner and the
manager of a marriage
palace have been booked for
playing loud music beyond
permissible limit and time
on the Chandigarh-Ambala
road here.
On a complaint of ASI
Gurcharan Singh, a case

under Section 188 of the IPC
and relevant sections of the
Noise Polution (Regulation
and Control) Rules, 2000,
has been registered against
Palm Resorts Marriage
Palace owner Sumit Passi
and the palace manager.
Several parts of Zirakpur,
including Shimla road, Peer
Muchalla, Patiala road and
Chandigarh-Ambala road,
are dotted with marriage
palaces, farm houses and

hotels, which are abuzz with
activity during the wedding
season.
“This is examination time
and marriage palaces play
loud music till late at night.
Most of them do not have
their designated parking lots.
As a result, vehicles are
parked in residential areas
and on roadsides,” said
Bhupinder Bhandari, a
resident of VIP Road. 

PPaallmm rreessoorrttss’’ oowwnneerr bbooookkeedd
aaggaaiinnsstt lloouudd mmuussiicc 

Spring FFestival tto
begin iin ppark SSector-55

on MMarch 44-55

Commissioner News Service
PANCHKULA : The
Haryana Shehri Vikas
Pradhikaran (HSVP) is
organising this festival on
a large scale this time as
more than 1,500 schools,
institutions and
organisations would be
participating in the event.
Interested persons can
register themselves by 5
pm on March 4. Booking
of stalls will be on first
come, first served basis.
After three years of
forced break due to the
pandemic, two-day
Spring Festival is all set
to be back with a bang at
the Town Park in Sector 5
here from March 4.
Haryana Chief Secretary
Sanjeev Kaushal will
inaugurate the event,
while Haryana Assembly
Speaker Gian Chand
Gupta will preside over
the closing ceremony. He
will give away prizes to
winners of various
competitions, including
flower arrangement,

Rangoli and healthy baby
show.
Nidhi Bhardwaj,
Executive Engineer,
Horticulture, HSVP, said
two contests were being
introduced this year —
fruit and vegetable
carving and flower
jewellery. She said
anybody could participate
in the fruit and vegetable
carving contest, while
only women were eligible
for the floral jewellery
contest.
The HSVP is also trying
to introduce chopper rides
in the spring festival this
time. Expression of
interest has been invited
from aviation companies
to provide joy rides.
Applications will be
received till 4 pm on
February 20.
The expression of interest
will be opened on
February 23 at 11 am in
the presence of
representatives of the
companies.

Commissioner News Service
CHANDIGARH :
Speaking about the
upgradation projects,
Dharam Pal, the advisor
to administrator said
“Once the STPs are
upgraded, these will be
compliant with NGT
norms of less than 10
biochemical oxygen
demand (BOD). One
plant at Maloya is already
compliant and two other
plants at Dhanas and 3
BRD have been upgraded
and are under
stabilisation,” he said.
Taking up the matter of
liquid waste management
seriously, UT Adviser
Dharam Pal visited 5
Sewage Treatment Plants
(STPs) of the Municipal
Corporation at Raipur
Kalan, Raipur Khurd,
Diggian, 3 BRD and
Dhanas.
Taking a serious view of
the delay in the
completion of three
plants, the Adviser issued
directions to Smart City

Chandigarh to ensure that
the upgrade work was
completed by April 30,
failing which the
contractor would be
heavily penalised. For the
upgraded STPs, he
directed that flow meters
were set up at the inflow
and outflow points. He
also directed that a
detailed plan be prepared
for proper utilisation of
tertiary treated water
being produced.
All STPs are being
upgraded through Smart
City Mission funds and
would be handed over to
the MC for operation and
maintenance.
With the completion of
these projects, about 50

MGD of tertiary treated
water would be produced.
It would be used to water
all 1,800 parks and
gardens of Chandigarh as
well as for industrial
purposes. This would not
only enhance the
sewerage treatment
capacity of the city, but
also reduce the reliance
on groundwater.

Nitin Yadav, Secretary,
Local Government;
Anindita Mitra, MC
Commissioner; Aarul
Rajan, member secretary,
CPCC; and NP Sharma,
Chief Engineer, MC;
were also present.

3 SSTPs tto bbe uupgraded bby
Apr 330, CChandigarh AAdviser

assures SSmart CCity

80 eecofriendly  eelectric
buses  tto jjoin

Chandigarh ffleet

Commissioner News Service
CHANDIGARH : In order
to replace existing diesel
buses, the procurement of
the buses will give a major
boost by 2027-28 to the plan
of the UT Administration.  
In order to provide eco-
friendly and green
transportation in the city, the
UT Transport Department
has planned to procure 80
more electric buses to add to
the existing fleet of 80 such
buses this year.
Transport Director
Pradhuman Singh said they
had demanded funds for the
procurement of more electric
buses. After the allocation of
the funds, tenders would be
floated, and the process was
likely to be completed by
September this year, he
added.
The second lot of 40 intra-
city electric buses was put
on commercial operations in
November last year after an
agreement was signed with
M/s Volvo Eicher.
The Department of Heavy
Industries, under the

Ministry of Heavy Industries
and Public Enterprises,
Government of India, had
sanctioned 80 electric buses
for the UT under the Phase-
II FAME India Scheme. The
first lot of 40 buses has been
in use since November,
2021.
Under the contract, M/s
Volvo Eicher has been
running the buses at the rate
of Rs 44.99 per km, which is
cheaper by Rs 15 per km in
comparison to the work
allotted earlier for the 40
buses in the first phase.
Earlier, the contract to run
40 electric buses was
allotted to Ashok Leyland at
the rate of Rs 60 per km.
After being charged, a bus
will be able to cover a
distance of nearly 130 km. It
will take nearly two or two
and a half hours to fully
charge a bus. Each bus has a
seating capacity of 36 people
and a maximum of 54 people
will be able to travel at a
time, and it will run 200-300
km a day.

10 hheld ffor hhelping
candidates iin oonline
examination ffor jjobs

Commissioner News Service
AMBALA : The Ambala
police have arrested 10
persons in connection with
the online cheating against
envisaged job. The CIA-1
unit of the police busted a
gang allegedly involved in
helping candidates cheat in a
PGT online exam for jobs at
Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathan. 
The arrested culprits have
been identified as Nitesh
Kumar, Kuldeep, Manjeet
Singh, Vinod Singh, Harish,
Surender, Dheeraj, Anil
Malik, Vikas and Ram Avtar.
They were produced before
a court on Sunday, which
sent them in five-day police
remand. The police have
recovered 20 CPUs, 12
laptops and 13 mobile
phones from their
possession.
As per information, the
Ambala police got
information that the online
exam was being conducted

on Saturday at a private
institute on the Hisar road.
The suspects had taken
money from candidates and
helping them solve the
questions with the help of a
software using remote
access.
Ambala SP Jashandeep
Singh Randhawa said,
“Following the tip-off, a
joint team of CIA-1 and the
women police station was
constituted and the
examination centre was
raided. Ten persons were
nabbed during the raid.”

Commissioner News Service
FAZILKA : It was alleged
that President, Vikas Deep
Chaudhary, the Municipal
Council (MC) Jalalabad had
got a private street
constructed leading from the
Parmod to Arniwala road
from the MC funds for
“personal gains”. Besides,
the president got council
vehicles refuelled from his
own petrol pump. 
Chaudhary, owing
allegiance to the Congress,
has been removed from the
post over the allegations of
embezzlement levelled by
the local AAP MLA,
Jagdeep Goldy Kamboj.
Kamboj had shot a letter to
Chief Minister Bhagwant

Mann on June 2, 2022,
highlighting the
irregularities during the
Chaudhary’s tenure and
sought an inquiry into the
matter.
The Department of Local
Government handed over the
inquiry to the Chief
Vigilance Officer, who
submitted in his report, that
the MC funds were

misutilised by Chaudhary
while abusing his powers for
personal gains and
recommended his removal
from the president’s post.
During the inquiry, Vikas
Deep Chaudhary had denied
the allegations, but the
Vigilance Department
refused to accept his
explanation. 

MMCC ffuunnddss mmiissuusseedd bbyy JJaallaallaabbaadd
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Commissioner News Service
FARIDABAD : Only
generator sets converted to
dual fuel (70 per cent gas
and 30 per cent diesel) shall
be permitted in the region
where gas infrastructure is
available, reads the CAQM
order dated February 9.
The Commission for Air
Quality Management
(CAQM) has banned the use
of diesel generator sets for
the industrial and
commercial sector in the
National Capital Region
(NCR) from May 15. The
deadline for generator sets
fitted with Retrofit Emission
Control Device (RECD) is
September 30.
There is no restriction on the
use of 100 per cent gas-
based generator sets.
Official sources said the
uncontrolled use of diesel
generator sets had been
found to be a major
contributor to the
deteriorating air quality in
the region.
“Under Section 12 (l) of an
Act, the CAQM is vested
with powers to take all

measures, issue directions,
as it deems necessary or
expedient for the purpose of
protecting and improving the
quality of air in the National
Capital Region and
adjoining areas,” says the
order.
The CAQM observed that a
large number of diesel
generator sets had been
operating in the region, even
when a ban was imposed
under the GRAP (Graded
Response Action Plan),
causing air pollution.
“Now, with a view to
comprehensively prevent
and control air pollution, the
CAQM directed that use of
the diesel generator sets
(capacity up to 800KW)
shall be permitted in the
NCR only subject to their

conversion to dual fuel
system from May 15. The
CAQM had banned the use
of diesel generator sets in
NCR after implementing
GRAP in October last year.
The state pollution control
boards have been directed to
ensure compliance of the
directions.
However, according to
sources in the industry, this
may result in additional
expenses to the tune of Rs 10
lakh to Rs 50 lakh for
industrial units, as no
subsidy has been announced.
“Diesel gensets with
capacity of 82 KW, used for
residential purpose, should
be exempted,” says Rajiv
Chawla, a leading
entrepreneur here.

Census rreveals ddecline oof mmigratory bbird aarrivals aat
Punjab's HHarike wwetland 

DDuuaall ffuueell ddiieesseell,, ggaass ggeennsseett
ppeerrmmiissssiibbllee iinn NNCCRR ffrroomm MMaayy 1155

Commissioner News Service

KARNAL : Prior to
the execution of
conveyance deed, the
shopkeepers will
have to deposit the
development charge,
water and sewerage
charges and solid
waste management
fee.
The Municipal
Corporation, (MC)
Karnal, has started
the process to give
ownership rights to
tenants of the MC
shops, who have

been running their
establishments for
the past 20 years.
Demand notices have
been issued to 19
shopkeepers of Karan
Park, who are willing
to purchase shops.
They are required to
deposit 25 per cent of
the value in 15 days.
The remaining
amount would have
to be deposited in
three months, said
Arun Bhargava,
Deputy Municipal
Commissioner.

Ownership rrights oof 119
shopkeepers cchallenged

by   MMC, nnotice iissued

CCBBII ssuummmmoonnss DDeeppuuttyy CCMM
SSiissooddiiaa oonn FFeebb 2266

Commissioner News Service
NEW DELHI : The
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) had
on Sunday deferred
Sisodia’s questioning
after he sought time from
the agency citing the city
government’s ongoing
Budget exercise.
Deputy Chief Minister
Sisodia on Monday said
he has been called for
questioning by the CBI in
connection with the Delhi

excise policy case on
February 26.
The agency had asked
Sisodia to appear for
questioning on February
19.

The CBI had accepted
Sisodia’s application to
defer the questioning and
had said it will give a new
date soon, officials said.
Addressing a press
conference on Monday,
senior Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader Sisodia said
that he has been called for
questioning on February
26 and will appear before
the probe agency

Commissioner News Service
HARIKE (PUNJAB) : The
Forest and Wildlife
Preservation department
census counted 65,624 birds
from 85 species at Harike,
World Wildlife Fund for
Nature (WWF) India
Coordinator Gitanjali Kanwar
said.
Every winter, 90 species of
migratory birds from Siberia,
Mongolia, Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan and Russia,
among others, arrive at the
wetland site once the water
bodies in their native places
start to freeze.
The arrival of migratory birds
this year to Harike, northern
India’s largest wetland,

declined 12 per cent from
2021, according to the latest
census of these water birds.
In 2021, the census recorded
74,869 migratory birds from
88 species. The year before,
91,025 from 90 species were
counted. There was no census
in 2022 due to COVID-19.
In 2018 and 2019, 94,771
birds of 94 species and
1,23,128 birds of 83 species
arrived at the wetland site,
respectively.
The reason behind the decline
in migratory bird arrivals this
year is yet to be ascertained.
Whether the drop is at a global
or a regional level is yet to be
seen, Kanwar said.
Punjab witnessed fewer

migratory bird arrivals at all
wetlands this year, she added.
Spread over 86 square
kilometres at the confluence
of the Sutlej and the Beas
rivers in Tarn Taran,
Ferozepur and Kapurthala
districts, the Harike wetland is
home to rare species of
migratory water birds during

winters.
The birds start arriving at
Harike, also known as Hari ke
Pattan, in September before
setting off on their return
journey by March.
"The reverse migration has
already started," Kanwar said.
Among the species that
arrived at Harike this season

included 34,523 Eurasian
coots, 8,381 greylag geese,
7,432 gadwalls, 2,262
common pochards and 1,807
northern shovelers.
Spoonbills, painted storks,
ruddy shelducks, bar-headed
geese, common teals and
shoreline birds such as gulls,
terns, sandpipers and plovers
were also counted.
Kanwar said some species
such as the merlin, black-
necked grebe and the common
merganser were spotted after a
long time.
Apart from Harike, these
water birds also arrive at
wetlands in Keshopur Miani,
Nangal, Ropar, Kanjli and the
Beas river.  

Commissioner News Service
AMRITSAR : “Of the 11
posts of lecturers for Class XI
and XII, eight posts have been
vacant for the past five years.
Similarly, out of six posts for
vocational teachers, four
remain vacant, with only two
teachers for Class XI and XII,
which see maximum number
of students in vocational
courses,” shares Jermanjit
Singh, a physics teacher at
GSSS, Jabbowal. 
The state government has been
vocal about its efforts to
upgrade and improve
infrastructure in government
schools across the state,
ground realities show an acute
shortage of teachers, not just in
primary but also senior
secondary schools. With a
strength of approximately 450
students, from Class VI to XII,
Government Senior Secondary
school, Jabbowal, has been
facing a shortage of teachers
for years, especially for Class
IX-XII.
The school, which falls under

the Tarsikka block of the
district, runs traditional
m e d i c a l / n o n -
m e d i c a l / h u m a n i t i e s /
commerce subjects in addition
to four vocational courses for
senior secondary classes. 
The master cadre teachers in
school for Class VI to X also
remain short. The school runs
four vocational courses in
horticulture, agriculture,
beauty and wellness.
The school has also seen a
drop in number of students
opting for science streams. It
had also not received any
funds for the last 12 years for
setting up a proper practical
lab. “The schools, especially in
rural belts like ours, do not

have enough staff strength for
science and maths and
vocational courses. Students’
enrolments will only happen if
there are enough teachers to
teach,” adds Jermanjit.
“The enrolment increased in
the past four years, especially
during and after the pandemic
period, as most nearby private
schools shut down. Parents,
who were not financially well,
preferred government schools
to private ones for their
wards,” said Jermanjit.
Currently, it has 450 students,
but number of students in
middle classes i.e. Class VI-
VIII, has seen a drop with just
around 90-100 students in
three classes.

Govt sschool pplagued ddue tto sshortage
of tteachers

Special ccamps ffor DDivyangs
in CChandigarh

Commissioner News Service
CHANDIGARH :
Regular camps twice a
week for registration or
enrolment of Divyangs
under the Unique
Disability ID programme
in the areas covered by
anganwari centres are
being the organised by
the  Department of Social
Welfare UT.
From February 6 to
March 3 in government
schools for children with
special need, camps will
be organised. The

administration has also
extended the services of
181 women helpline to
persons with disabilities
for any query/issues. All
persons with disabilities

residing in the city can
also visit any Sampark
Centre for their
registration on the UDID
portal between 8 am and
8pm.
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Commissioner News Service
NEW DELHI : The Indian
Certificate of Secondary
Education (ICSE) class X
exams will begin from
February 27 and end on
March 29. While the Indian
School Certificate (ISC)
class XII exams will begin
on February 13 and end on
March 31. 
The board had added the
2023 results will be
announced in the month of
May through the convenors
to the head of schools.
In the last few years the
board examination could not

be held or was delayed due
to Co- vid. Now with
datasheets announced by one
of the national board, the
schedule is back to the pre-
Covid times. The Central
Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) is yet to
announce the results. The
ISC examination will begin
with English paper I. For the
ICSE students as well, the
first exam scheduled is
English language paper 1.
The notice issued by Gerry
Arathoon, chief executive
and secretary of the board
stated.

ICSE CClass XX eexams tto
commence  ffrom FFeb 227

Commissioner News Service
KURUKSHETRA : The
SKM had postponed its
December 11 meeting in
2022. Now we have a sound
working plan to restart the
agitation. We will ask the
government to give us a
protest site," said Yudhvir
Singh Bharatiya Kisan
Union (BKU) general
secretary.
About the pending demands,
Yudhvir Singh said, "We
want legal guarantee of MSP
(minimum support price) for
all crops to all the farmers,
abolition of the Electricity
Ordinance 2020, debt
waiver, compensation to the

families of the farmers who
died in our agitation, and
cancellation of cases against
protesters"
The country's farmers will
march to the national capital
on March 20 to demand the
acceptance of their pending
demands from the Delhi
agitation of December 2021.
The Sanyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM) declared it on
Thursday at its meeting here.
SKM member Sunilam said
the morcha's drafting
committee had also framed a
constitution of an umbrella
farmer union that its 31
members will have to accept
that.

RReessuummppttiioonn ooff
DDeellhhii ssttiirr oonn MMaarrcchh
2200,, ccaauuttiioonnss SSKKMM

Commissioner News Service
MOHALI : GMADA has no
scientific management
system for collection and
disposal of waste, leading to
the MC performing poorly in
the "Swachh Survekshan"
rankings.
The issue was raised by
Navjot Kaur MC
commissioner during a
review meeting chaired by
Aman Arora, Minister of
housing and urban
development. Mr Arora has
directed the authority to
transfer funds to the
municipal corporation (MC)
to carry out the work.
The Commissioner said,
"Sectors under the Gmada
are not being cleaned for
garbage. The MC is short of

funds to clean sectors not
under its jurisdiction, but the
Gmada has not transferred
any funds to clean the
garbage."
The commissioner added
Mohali generates 80 tonne
of garbage daily out of
which 50 tonne reaches a
dumping site, whereas the

rest of the wet garbage is
processed at 16 composting
pits of the civic body.
Around 300 lakh tonnes of
garbage is still lying at the
garbage dumping ground in
Phase VIII, Industrial Area,
though the MC has claimed
that 50,000-tonne garbage
has already been processed.

GMADA tto ttransfer ffunds tto
MC ffor sscientific ddisposal oof

garbage - AAman AArora Commissioner News Service
MOHALI : Upholding
the orders of the high
court, the SC bench
comprising Justice
Aniruddha Bose and
Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia
observed that it did not
find any reason to
interfere with the order
impugned in the petition.
"The special leave
petition is, accordingly,
dismissed. Pending
application(s), if any,
shall stand disposed of,"
the court stated.
The Supreme Court has
dismissed a petition filed
by Surinderpal Singh,
alias Pehelwan, a former
chief Greater Mohali
Area Development
Authority (GMADA)
who has been engineer of
the accused of a multi-
crore scam.
Pehelwan had challenged
the Punjab and Haryana
high court's decision of
dismissing his petition for

transfer of his case from
the trial court in Mohali.
Pehelwan had earlier filed
a petition in the high
court to shift the trial
from the court of
Additional District and
Session Judge, Mohali.
In case the petitioner is
aggrieved by any order
passed by the trial court
during proceedings of
trial, which may be
adverse to him, it shall be
open to the petitioner to
have recourse to other
alternate efficacious
remedies as may be
available to him under
law, the court had

observed.
Pehelwan is also facing
trial in a case registered
by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) under
money laundering
charges against the
former chief engineer of
GMADA and others.
Besides Pehalwan, ED
had also named
Gurinderpal Singh, Amit
Garg, Gurmesh Singh
Gill, Mohit Kumar and
two firms - Onkar
Builders and Contractors
and Rajinder and
Company as accused in
the case. 

SC rrejects ttransfer oof ccase
from ttrial ccourt

Commissioner News Service
MOHALI : A drive
would be launched to
remove the encroachment
by the joint teams of the
municipal corporation
(MC) and Greater Mohali
Area Development
Authority (GMADA)
outside houses from
Phase XI, said Amandeep
Bansal GMADA chief
administrator.
"As maximum
encroachments by
residents on government
land are in Phase XI, we
will start the drive from
the area," said Bansal. Mr
Aman Arora Minister of
housing and urban
development had recently
directed the GMADA and
the MC to jointly begin
the drive.
Around five years ago,
the civic body had
identified around 4,500
violators who had
occupied government
land illegally, but no

action has been taken.
MC commissioner said,
"I am not aware of any
such survey. We are,
however, aware there are
e n c r o a c h m e n t s ,
especially on green belts,
outside houses."
The MC said people had
demolished boundary
walls and extended their
houses on to government
land by converting the
areas into a lawn and
green belt, fenced the
area, constructed
staircases and erected
pillars. "Extending the

main gate on MC land
outside driveways to use
it for parking also falls
under encroachments,"
sources said.
Both the GMADA and
the MC had become
active in removing
encroachments from
roadsides, corridors and
other public places
following a contempt
notice from the Punjab
and Haryana High Court
for failing to comply with
its orders to remove
encroachments.

Phase XXI tto wwitness rremoval oof
encroachment bby MMC && GGMADA

Commissioner News Service
CHANDIGARH : The UT
administration has
overlooked  the petition  of
Chandigarh Housing Board
for allowing conversion of
its commercial leasehold
properties to freehold.
"The decision is also
indicative of the
administration's stand on the
longstanding demand of the
city's business houses  and
industrial associations for
allowing conversion of the
leasehold commercial and
industrial plots to freehold,"
said an UT official.
There is no policy under
which conversion can be
allowed for the CHB's
commercial properties. The
CHB has been pursuing the
anticipated  deal of
permission for more than a
year, endorsed  a letter to the
Chandigarh Board.
Even after slashing prices of
its leasehold properties by
30%, there have been no
takers for its commercial
properties. There are around
100 such properties which
are lying unsold even after
repeated auction attempts by
the CHB.
These properties are worth
crores of rupees. "Even
though the administration

has denied the CHB to
convert its leasehold
commercial properties to
freehold, the UT estate
office has been holding
auctions of its commercial
and institutional properties
on a freehold basis. Last
October, the estate office
earned Rs 30.84 crore from
two nursing home sites,"
said an official on
anonymity
One site had earned Rs
18.25 crore and the second
fetched Rs 12.58 crore
against reserve price of Rs
6.91 crore each It was the
first time that the estate
office had offered nursing
home sites on a free hold
basis. Earlier attempts at
selling these sites on the
leasehold basis had attracted
no buyers.
It was in February last year,
Banwarilal Purohit had
decided to allow the auction

of all unsold residential,
commercial, industrial and
nursing home sites with its
different agencies like UT
estate office, municipal
corporation and the CHB on
a freehold basis.

The CHB wrote to the
originator  after its  decision
, seeking permission for its
unsold properties. Getting
no response from the
administration, the CHB
sent multiple reminders to it
seeking a decision. The CHB
must take the
administration's approval
and pay conversion charges
as most of its properties
were built on land given to it
by the administration on a
leasehold basis.
The CHB had earlier even
pledged to pay any
conversion charges the
administration imposes for
conversion of its properties.

Chd AAdmn oorders nno cconversion oof
commercial pproperties  iinto ffreehold
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HELPLINE DISTT SAS NAGAR
Municipal Corporation : 5044913, 1800137007
SDM : 5044508, 5044528
Fire Brigade : 101, 0172-2225902
Electricity Complaint : 9646115973 (Online)
Police Control Room : 100, 0172-2210357, 58
DSP Office : 0172-2272003, 0172-2272045
SSP Office : 0172-2270575, 76, 77
PUDA Office : 0172-2215308, 10, 11
Punjab School Education Board : 3047444
Industrial Area : 0172-2250910
Police Station Ph-1, 0172-2272850, Ph-II, 9115516027, 9115516015
Police Station Mataur : 9115516020
Police Station Suhana : 9115516029
Police Station Balaugi : 9115516040
Graveyard Mohali      : 0172-2236403,  18001802468

COMPLAINT CENTERS
Water Supply : 18001802468

Mohali Division Electricity Complaint Number : 9646115973

COMPLAINTS MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
Street Light : 0172-5044907, Sanitation Branch : 0172-5044907
Birth and Death : 0172-5044902, 
Engineering Branch : 0172-5044909, 5044907 (O)

OTHER HELPLINE
WOMEN - 1091 & CHILDREN - 1098

VIGILANCE HELPLINE - 1800-1800-1000
0172-2231669,  0172-2216142

HEALTH SUVIDHA CENTER
Civil Hospital Phase-6, Mohali 
Multi Specialists Government Hospital  Phone 0172-2225464
Cheema Medical Complex Phase 4, Multi Speciality, Child
Specialist 3101030 Ambulance, Mobile 9815400070
PUDA OFFICE - 0172-2215308

PASSENGERS SERVICE
Punjab Roadways    : 0172-2704023
CTU : 0172-2704005
PRTC : 0172-2704128
Haryana Roadways  : 0172-2704014, 
Himachal Roadways : 0172-2704014
Railway : 0172-2641656  
Airport : 0172-2654832
FUNERAL PHONE : 9914855855
GRAVEYARD          : 9888970033, 0172-2236403

WHO IS WHO AT SAS NAGAR (MOHALI)
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Commissioner News Service
NEW DELHI : A procedure to
enable subscribers and their
employers to jointly apply for
higher pension under
Employees’ Pension Scheme
(EPS) has been devised by
retirement fund body EPFO on
Monday.
Earlier in November 2022, the
Supreme Court had upheld
Employees Pension
(Amendment) Scheme 2014.
The EPS amendment of August
22, 2014, had raised the pen-
sionable salary cap to Rs 15,000
a month from Rs 6,500 a month,
and allowed members along
with their employers to con-
tribute 8.33 per cent of their
actual salaries (if it exceeded the
cap) towards the EPS.
In an office order, the
Employees Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) provided
for dealing with the ‘Joint
Option Form’ by field offices of
the body.
“A facility will be provided for
which URL (unique resource
location) will be informed short-
ly. Once received, the regional
PF Commissioner shall put ade-
quate notice on the notice board
and banners for wider public
information” stipulated the
EPFO.  
It provided that each application
will be registered, digitally
logged and the receipt number
will be provided to the appli-
cant.
It further stated that the office

in-charge of the concerned
regional provident fund office
shall examine each case of joint
option on higher salary and inti-
mate the decision to the appli-
cant through e-mail/post and
later through SMS also.
It also provided that any griev-
ance by the applicant can be reg-
istered on EPFiGMS (grievance
portal) after submission of his
joint option form and payment
of due contributions, if any.
The order stated that these direc-
tions are being issued in compli-
ance with the order of Supreme
Court on November 4, 2022.
EPFO has asked its field offices
to provide an option for higher
pension to eligible subscribers
in accordance with the Supreme
Court order.
According to the EPFO circular
on December 29, 2022, the
Central Government has direct-
ed to implement the directions
in the order.
The apex court had given all
EPS members, as on September
1, 2014, six months to opt for
the amended scheme.

The apex court in its order gave
four more months to eligible
subscribers to opt for higher
pension under EPS-95.
The court had also struck down
the requirement in the 2014
amendments mandating
employee contribution of 1.16
per cent of the salary exceeding
Rs 15,000 per month. This will
facilitate the subscribers to con-
tribute higher to the scheme and
get enhanced benefits accord-
ingly.
The EPFO circular had also pro-
vided for the higher pension
option for those eligible sub-
scribers who either contributed
on actual wages higher than Rs
5,000 or Rs 6,500 per month
prevalent threshold pensionable
salary or exercised their option
for higher pension or their
request for higher pension was
declined by EPFO authorities
before the amendment to EPS-
95 in 2014.
The eligible subscribers would
have to apply jointly with their
employer for the enhanced ben-
efit in the application form pre-
scribed by the commissioner
and all other required docu-
ments like joint declaration etc.
An EPFO trustee K E
Raghunathan who is represent-
ing employers, appreciated the
issuance of the circular, which
details on implementation of SC
judgment, in spite of complexi-
ty, financial burden, and need
for simplified procedure.

HHiigghheerr ppeennssiioonn uunnddeerr
EEmmppllooyyeeeess PPeennssiioonn SScchheemmee,,

oouuttlliinneess EEPPFFOO
Commissioner News Service
CHANDIGARH : Since the
Covid pandemic, nurses
were being appointed on
contract basis, and the con-
tract being extended from
time to time. However, nurs-
es on contract moved court,
due to which recruitment of
nursing staff was halted. 
"We could not start the
intake due to a court case
.The court order directed us
to issue letters to newly
recruited staff nurses," said
Prof Jasbinder Kaur   direc-
tor-principal   GMCH.  
In this shortage, various
leaves like child care leaves,
gazetted holidays, national
holidays etc are being
restricted and stopped.
Nurses are silently bearing
many types of  problems.
Extra night duties are being
imposed without any com-
pensatory leave or financial
compensation.
Nursing officers are being
assigned double or more
wards," said Dabkesh, an as-
sociation member.
About  182 posts will be

filled as per the  court or- der
but filling 323 newly-sanc-
tioned posts will take anoth-
er year.  Out of 1,097 regular
posts at GMCH-32, 570
posts of regular nursing
employees have been filled.
This implies that despite the
Centre filling 323 nursing
posts, not more than 50%
have been filled. The GMCH
Nursing Association has
raised the issue with the
director-principal of the
medical college.
Nurses in the medical col-
lege have written to the UT
administrator and the central
government multiple times
about staff scarcity affecting
their night duty hours and
leaves. 

"We have never stopped any
staff from taking authorised
leaves, including the child
care leaves," said Dr Sudhir
Garg Medical
Superintendent GMCH
Members of the nursing
staff, however, claim that
due to manpower shortage,
they have not had a single
promotion or financial
upgrade or relaxed night
duty hours even as they
nearing  retirement age.
"Nowadays, the situation is
too critical to arrange leaves.
Nurses are working in stress-
ful, overburdened working
environment and patient care
is also being affected badly,"
association members wrote
to the director-principal.

Acute nnursing sstaff sshortage
paralyses, wwork eefficiency

Commissioner News Service
PANCHKULA : "We opened
tender documents and out of the
three valid tenders, the highest
bid of Rs 677 per quintal has
been received. Now, we will go
for negotiations with the compa-
ny, which will not only lift
garbage from the Sector 23
dumping ground but will also
process it and make manure out
of it. The process will be done as
a single unit," said Mayor
Kulbhushan Goyal.
Residents of Sector 23 will now
get relief from the all- pervading
stench. The MC opened tenders
for allotment of work on Friday.
Four companies bid for the ten-
ders and three were found valid.
The highest bid was for Rs 677
per quintal. The MC got 35%
deficit bid for garbage disposal.
Earlier, the civic body engaged a
company for Rs 1,052 per quin-
tal for garbage disposal but the
project could not be implement-

ed.
The mayor said that they were
committed to get rid of piles of
garbage from the Sector 23
dumping site, giving relief to
residents of three sectors. Under
the project, 2,000 to 3,000
tonnes of waste will be lifted
daily. The dumping ground has
about four lakh tonnes of
garbage. The selected agency
will have to dispose of the entire
garbage in nine months to one
year of allotment, said MC offi-
cials.
For the last 18 years, people liv-
ing across Ghaggar have been
demanding shifting of the
dumping ground site to some
other place. Garbage collected
from the city was earlier
dumped here and later shifted to
the Jhuriwala garbage dumping
and processing ground. MC
there also,  faced protests from
residents.

PKL MMC  pprepares
for llegacy 

waste ddisposal

Commissioner News Service
NEW DELHI : Enough
has been said and written
about the government’s
ongoing attacks on media,
freedom and democracy but
the latest offensive raises
three noteworthy points.
Within an hour of a raiding
party from the Income Tax
Office swooping down on
the BBC’s premises in
Delhi and Mumbai, the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party
launched a boorish attack
on the British public broad-
caster.
Speaking in his official
capacity as a national
spokesperson of the BJP,
Gaurav Bhatia described
the BBC ‘bhrasht, bakwas
corporation’ (corrupt, clap-
trap corporation) and listed
a short – though very ok
over connecting the dots.
As it is, only a fool or an
apologist for the govern-
ment will try and pretend
the Income Tax authorities

just happened to stumble
upon evidence of tax eva-
sion by the BBC within a
month of the documentary’s
telecast.
Enough has been said and
written about the Modi gov-
ernment’s ongoing attacks
on media freedom and
democracy but the latest
offensive raises three note-
worthy points.
Secondly, the tax raids are a
reminder that while garden
variety criticism may trig-
ger retribution of some sort,
questions about Modi’s per-
sonal reputation will invari-
ably lead to the heavy guns
being deployed. The first
part of the BBC’s documen-
tary was banned not
because it insulted the
Supreme Court (which it
did not) but because it
reminded the world about
the shameful role the Great
Leader played in 2002.
Incidentally, since the BJP
loves to say the Supreme

Court is the final word, this
is what one of its benches
said in 2004 about Modi’s
role as Gujarat chief minis-
ter when more than a thou-
sand innocent people were
killed on his watch:
“The modern day ”Neros”
were looking elsewhere
when the Best Bakery and
innocent children and help-
less women were burning,
and were probably deliber-
ating [over] how the perpe-
trators of the crime can be
saved or protected… Law
and justice become flies in
the hands of these ”wanton
boys”. When fences start to
swallow the crops, no scope
will be left for the survival
of law and order or truth
and justice. Public order as

well as public interest
become martyrs and monu-
ments.” 
In 2022, the Supreme Court
merely decided there was
insufficient evidence to
charge Modi with conspira-
cy – as Zakia Jafri had
urged in her petition – and
not that he had behaved
honourably or honestly as
chief minister in dealing
with the anti-Muslim vio-
lence. The answer to that
question the court had
already provided in 2004
and is now an indelible part
of India’s political and judi-
cial history – that Modi’s
priority was to protect the
pogrom’s perpetrators.
Here’s the smell of blood
still. To paraphrase Lady
Macbeth, “All the perfumes
of the G20 will not sweeten
this little hand.”
The BBC documentary
reminded the world about
the moral and political
questions which still bedev-

il Modi not as an abstract
history lesson but as a nec-
essary backstory to the kind
of anti-Muslim policies he
has continued to pursue as
PM. His government’s first
response was apoplexy and
abuse. And now the tax
raid. Nor is this the final
word.
Similarly, the opposition’s
references to Modi’s nexus
with controversial business-
man Gautam Adani in par-
liament were expunged
from the official record and
BJP leaders telephoned
editors at night to demand
that media reports of the
debate also expunge Modi’s
name. Many complied.
Those who didn’t are prob-
ably bracing themselves for
the consequences. Now that
press freedom has become a
prisoner to the demands of
the Modi cult, we are truly
in free-fall.

Modi CCult MMakes IIndia tthe ''Smother
of DDemocracy'
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