
Kee Bird 
USS/USCG EDISTO AG89/AGB2/WAGB284 

Newsletter 

 

 Volume 5, Issue 3     Winter 2011 

 

FIRST CALL TO REUNION 
2012 

April 22-26th 

 

Make your room Reservations now:   

Rate: $109.89 (Inclusive all state & local taxes) 


 

Crown Plaza Reservations:  1-877-227-6963 


 

Direct:  321-777-4100   Be sure to tell them 

you are with the USS Edisto Group 


 

Online:  http://www.cpmelbourne.com/       


 

If making reservations online, use Code AGB
                  

 

 

 

www.windclass.org                                  www.ussedistoagb2.com 

Rates are good 3 days before and 

3 days afterward.  This is a good 

time to invite sons, daughters, 

grandchildren, in-laws, outlaws, 

friends and neighbors for a tour of 

KSC, a day cruise on the ocean, a 

week of fun in the sun and leisure 

time on the beach at good prices.   

Just don’t forget to pack your 

suntan lotion, bikinis, thongs and 

Speedos.   

Oh… and bring your sandals and 

flip-flops too. 

Crowne Plaza Melbourne, Florida 

2605 North A1A, Melbourne, Fl  32903 

 

P.O. BOX 747 - MIMS, FLORIDA - 32754-0747 

http://www.cpmelbourne.com/
http://www.windclass.org/
http://www.ussedistoagb2.com/
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Davy Jones Locker 
Last_Name First_Name DOD State Rate Onboard   Last_Name First_Name DOD State Rate Onboard 

Ames John E. 21 Feb 2011 NY SK 53-55   Hollingdale Philip L. 31 Jan 2011 ME DKSN 54 

Bloesing Lewis F. 19 Jun 2011 VA EN1 62-64   Krile Harold B. 17 Sept 2011 IA RD3 51-52 

Cooper Stuart R. 08 Dec 2011 WV SA 58   Lamalie Kenneth L. 12 Nov 2011 FL EN 56-57 

DePaoli James J. 27 May 2011 NY EN2 51-54   Landfried Donald P. 8 Apr 2011 PA ENS 54-57 

Edwards Gerald N. 21 Dec 2011 OH AG2 58   Manspeaker Oliver W. 18 Jan 2011 VA SN 58 

Foster John P. 12 Oct 2011 VA EN1 47-51   Reidy James J.  29 Jan 2011 MA SN 61 

 

COOPER, STUART R. ‘58 

Stuart Richard Cooper age 77, left this earth on December 8th, 

2011 where he had been hospitalized in Baltimore, MD. A 

beloved husband of 52 years to Alma (Shedroff) Cooper and a 

sweet, loving and caring father to his two daughters in the arts; 

Marcia J. Cooper (NYC) and Roslyn McGrath (Marquette, 

Michigan), a caring brother to Marion Friedman (Virginia 

Beach, VA).  

He was a loving father-in-law to Preston Gumberich (NYC), 

Kevin McGrath (Michigan) and his son Aaron McGrath (MN) 

and cousin to Florence Brenner of Baltimore, MD. Stuart also 

leaves behind a brother-in-law Marshall Friedman, niece 

Heather Swanberg with children Alyssa Joy and Jack Brian 

and niece Sherri Kitzmuller, her husband James and children 

Tara and Monique (VA). Born on January 9th, 1934 in New 

Haven, CT and raised in West Haven, Ct, his father Jack 

Cooper (born London, England) and mother Dorothy 

Schimmerling Cooper Curtiss (a native of West Haven, Ct).  

He graduated West Haven High School ('51) and Quinnipiac 

University, School of Business, BS ('56) and was a veteran of 

the US Navy, where he served on the U.S.S. Edisto, an ice-

breaker that travelled to the North Pole, Greenland and Cuba 

('58). Stuart Cooper moved to New York City in 1959 where 

he married, raised his family and lived in Bayside from 1964 

until moving to Falling Waters, West Virginia in 1998. His 

business career included salary administration and computer 

work as a Systems Analyst for the banking industry, Levitt and 

Sons Home Builders and Paramount Pictures, followed by 

opening up a hardware store in Bayside, Queens.  

Upon retirement, Stuart began research and study on his long-

life passion to Eastern European history and Genealogy from 

which he uncovered and developed volumes of historical data. 

He also held a commitment to Nature which he expressed 

through Photography and Gardening.  Other passions include a 

lifetime appreciation of music particularly Opera.  

Graveside funeral service at the Keser Israel memorial Park, 

Farwell St., Allingtown, West Haven Thursday afternoon at 1. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to "Habitat for 

Humanity, Gift from the Heart" as Stuart Cooper greatly cared 

about the well being of others. Weller Funeral Home, 493 

Whitney Ave., New Haven is in charge of arrangements.  

Published in the New Haven Register on December 14, 2011 

Submitted by Frank Maisano, ’55-56

 

 

GERALD N. EDWARDS 

May 13, 1937 - Dec 21, 2011 
 

On the 21st of December 2011 Jerry pulled into his last port. 

Gerald N. Edwards- AGCS retired Navy, also known as "Chief 

Ed" and just Jerry. Jerry's journey through life began on the 

13th of May 1937 when he was born to Gordon and Ann 

Grace Edwards Loiancano in Utica, New York. He was one 

of four children including his brother the late Ronald (Bon-

nie) Edwards from Long Island, NY; his twin sisters, Darlene 

(Don) Hermes from Rhode Island and Dolores (Don) Huitt 

from Colorado. 

 

On March 16th, 1955 Jerry joined the U.S. Navy, where he 

found his passion for weather while stationed at Lakehurst 

Naval Air Station in New Jersey. His career in the Navy 

took him across many seas and many continents including 

Antarctica; one of his favorite place being New Zealand. He 

was honored to be one of the men that were aboard the 

air-craft carrier the U. S. S. America and ice breaker U.S.S. 

Edisto (’58). 

 

On March 3rd of 1956 he married Janet M. Tulloch from 

Ilion, New York and celebrated their 55th year of mar-

riage this year. In 1957 he became a father to Barbara 

Edwards Delventhal, where he eventually became like a 

father to Stan Delventhal as well. He has two grandchil-

dren, Jason (Jill) Delventhal and Jenea Delventhal; two 

beautiful great-grandchildren, Grace Delventhal and Car-

son DeLauter. 

 

In 1959, he became a father again to Gerald "Jerry" A. Ed-

wards, who is also proud to say that he works as an engi-

neer for the Department of the Navy in Charleston, SC. 

 

In 1977 Jerry retired from the Navy and eventually set-

tled in Elmore, Ohio. Through his journey and travel, he 

has been blessed with a dear brother-in-law and friend, 

Richard Tulloch and his wife Marguerite. Jerry was also 

blessed by his dear friends, who are considered family in-

cluding, Pat Thatcher and the late Jack Thatcher from 

Angier, NC; Bill and Betty Williams from Baltimore, 

MD. 

  
Published in Toledo Blade on December 23, 2011 

Submitted by Al Obst, ’62-63 
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CROWNE PLAZA 

MELBOURNE-OCEANFRONT 
2605 NORTH AlA MELBOURNE ,  FLORIDA32903 UNITED STATES  

Hotel Front Desk: 321-777-4100 Hotel Fax: 321-773-6132 

www.cpmelbourne.com  

Check-In/Check-Out 
 

• Check-In Time
-
4

-
00 PM 

• Check-Out Time
-
 11:00 AM 

• Minimum check-in age: 21 
• Late checkout available 
 

Location 

• Location: Beach 

• Closest City: MELBOURNE 

• Distance from Hotel: 6.0Ml 

• Local time zone: GMT-05:00 

 
Services 
  
Kilwins Chocolate Store 
Ocean Reef Spa 
 
Languages spoken by staff English, Spanish, Italian  

Internet Options 

Rooms 

• High-speed Internet Access 

• Wireless Data Connection 

• Internet Browser TV 

Business Center 

• High-speed Internet Access 

• Wireless Data Connection 

•  PC 

Public Space 

• High-speed Internet Access 

• Wireless Data Connection 

 

Parking 

• Number of parking spaces: 250 

• Self parking available 24 hours per day, with parking 

lots adjacent to hotel and across Hwy A1A with walk 

bridge direct to hotel. 

Facility 

• 8 Floor(s) 

• 270 Guest Room (S) 

• 133 Single-Bedded Room(s) 

• 94 Double-Bedded Room(s) 

• 227 Non-Smoking Room(s) 

Accessibility 

• Service animals allowed 

Credit cards 

• American Express 

• Carte Blanche 

• Diners Club 

• Discover 

• JCB 

• Master Card 

• Visa 

What's Nearby 

• Washington Nationals Training Stadium 

• Melbourne Square Mall 

• Kennedy Space Center 
• Sport Fishing Charter 

• Camp Holly Airboat Rides 

• Valiant Air Command Warbird Museum 

 

From the North:  I-95 south to Exit 183.  Take exit 183 onto Eau Gallie Blvd drive east on FL-518 to Melbourne/Indian Harbour Beach.  Con-

tinue east all the way across causeway to A1A.  Turn right on A1A and drive approximately 1 mile to the Crowne Plaza (on left).  

From the South: I-95 north to Exit 183.  Take exit 183 onto Eau Gallie Blvd drive east on FL-518 to Melbourne/Indian Harbour Beach.  Con-

tinue east all the way across causeway to A1A.  Turn right on A1A and drive approximately 1 mile to the Crowne Plaza (on left).   

From Orlando International Airport (MCO):  Exit the airport onto the Beachline (FL 528) and drive East 31 miles to Exit 42A, and merge on 

I-95 south.  Take exit 183 onto Eau Gallie Blvd drive east on FL-518 to Melbourne/Indian Harbour Beach.  Continue east all the way across 

Eau Gallie Causeway to A1A.  Turn right on A1A and drive approximately 1 mile to the Crowne Plaza (on left).  

From Melbourne International Airport (MLB)t:  Exit Airport onto East NASA Blvd to US-1.  Go North on US-1 to Eau Gallie Blvd.  Turn 

right onto Eau Gallie Blvd and drive east on FL-518 all the way across Eau Gallie Causeway to A1A.  Turn right on A1A and drive approxi-

mately 1 mile to the Crowne Plaza (on left).

NOTE: Hotel provides complimentary shuttle to/from Melbourne (MLB) airport

http://www.cpmelbourne.com/
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Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex Admission Badge 

Adult $82 and Child $62 
 

 

The Admission Badge allows guests to experience all attractions within 

the Kennedy Space Center (KSC) Visitor Complex and the U.S. 

Astronaut Hall of Fame.
®

  . 
 

Guests can explore the many exhibits, shows and attractions at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex 

including the new Hubble Telescope exhibit, Eye on the Universe: The Hubble Space Telescope, the Shuttle 

Launch Experience, the Rocket Garden and IMAX
®
 films.   

 

The Admission ticket includes the unique opportunity to get a behind-the-scenes glimpse of Kennedy Space 

Center on a NASA Bus tour.  Guests have the opportunity to explore the LC-39 Observation Gantry, 

providing them panoramic views of launch pads.  They continue onto the Apollo/Saturn V Center which 

features a fully restored massive Saturn V rocket, one of only three in the world.  Guests walk back in time to 

relive Neil Armstrong’s first steps on the moon and experience the thunderous rumble of a Saturn V rocket 

lift-off.  

 

Although much of the story at Kennedy Space Center is about state-of-the-future technology, the U.S. 

Astronaut Hall of Fame
®

 is about the brave men and women who have flown in space.  Here guests have the 

opportunity to explore the world’s largest collection of astronaut memorabilia, ride simulators, and see 

tributes to the heroes of the Mercury, Gemini, Apollo and Space Shuttle programs.  Afterwards the group will 

bus over to the KSC Visitors Center where they will explore all the exhibits, the Rocket Garden, IMAX and 

have lunch with an astronaut. 
 

 

Space Pass  

Adult $102 and Child $76 
 

 

Space Pass allows guests’ all-access to Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex and includes admission, 

lunch with an Astronaut and our guided Discover KSC Tour.  Experience the thrill of lunch with an 

Astronaut.  Listen to inspiring space travel stories and ask questions of a NASA space hero, all while 

enjoying a delicious meal.  Offered daily, this program features a personalized presentation by a featured 

astronaut about what it was like to live and work in space.  Guests have the opportunity to ask questions and 

have a photo with the featured astronaut. 

 

All day event:   Bus departs hotel at 08:30 am and departs KSC at 4 PM 
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SCHEDULE 

 

The Cutoff Date is Friday, March 30, 2012.   After which time the hotel reserves the right to 

charge the standard rates if space is available.   Therefore it is wise to make your reservations early before the 

room block fills up.  If there is a need to increase the room block, we have a better chance of getting 

additional rooms before the cutoff date.    Make your reservations now (Direct 321-777-4100).  Complete 

your registration form and mail today to Glenn Smith, P.O. Box 747, Mims, FL   32754. 

 
Sunday, April 22

nd
   12:00  to 4 PM Register and pickup registration packet 

Evening 5:30 to 8 PM Welcome dinner & Housekeeping 

Monday, April 23
rd

 8 :30 to 5 PM Tour 1 Kennedy Space Center (KSC) Tour 

Tuesday, April 24
th
 9:30 to 5 PM Tour 2 Ocean Cruise on The Victory 

Wednesday, April 25
th
 9:00 to 11 AM Business Meeting – Members & Spouses 

Evening 5:30 to 8 PM Farewell Banquet 

 

Early Birds – Completed registration forms received before the cutoff date (March 30
th

) will be included in 

a drawing where the winner will receive one (1) free night – a $109 value.    

 

Check-In Time:  4 PM – If you should happen to arrive early and your room isn’t ready, come on down to 

the Lucia/Martin room and pickup your registration packets.  You can leave your luggage there until you 

check into your room. 

 

 
St. Martin/St. Lucia Rooms will be our Gathering Place for most of the reunion 

Parking here on North side and East across the street – use overpass walkway  
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Sunday, April 22
nd

 – Lucia/Martin Room 
12 Noon to 4 PM: A registration table will be set up just outside the Lucia/Martin Meeting room where 

you will be greeted by the Edisto Penguin and a welcome committee who will greet shipmates and provide them 

with their registration packet containing a schedule, badges, tickets and other information.  The Lucia/Martin 

room will be our central meeting place and contain tables for any ships store items and memorabilia that you 

may wish to share with other shipmates. 
 

5:30 PM to 8 PM:  A Welcome Buffet will be held on the Deck or in (Lucia/Martin Rooms) will be offered 

to those with tickets.  The cost is $25.  Tickets will be in your registration packet.  Some “housekeeping” chores 

will be performed which involves an introduction of the current board of governors, executive officers and a 

review of the reunion schedule and any schedule changes.  Drawings will be held for door prizes and the one 

night free room for the Early Birds.  
 

$25 Buffet Menu 

Tossed Salad 

Sirloin Beef Medallions 

Baked Ziti 

 Chef's choice of vegetable and starch 

 rolls & butter 

 coffee & iced tea 

Chef's choice of dessert 

 
 

Monday, April 23 - Kennedy Space Center (KSC) Tour   $82 or $102 (See below) 

 

Bus departs hotel at 08:30.   First stop is the Astronaut Hall of Fame.  Come live the human side of space at the 

United States Astronaut Hall of Fame, complete with the sights, sounds and experiences of the famous astronauts 

who first ventured into the frontiers of space. Experience exhibits dedicated to our nation's astronauts, including 

the world's largest collection of personal memorabilia.  

Explore a rare col-

lection of astronaut 

artifacts and see 

remarkable dis-

plays, exhibits and 

tributes dedicated 

to the heroes. From 

Wally Schirra's Sigma 7 Mercury spacecraft to stunning glass etchings that line the Hall of Heroes, the United 

States Astronaut Hall of Fame celebrates the accomplishments of astronauts everywhere. 

 

Next we explore KSC Visitor Center, space exhibits, Rocket Garden, museum, IMAX movies and have lunch 

and a photo shoot with an Astronaut.  As with all Florida attractions (Disney World, Busch Gardens, Universal 

Studio and Sea World), tickets are pricey but we receive a group discount with admission to about all there is to 

see at KSC.  However, to mitigate some of the cost we are 

offering two ticket prices; Admission Badge ($82) grants 

access to all of the KSC Attractions.  Space Pass ($102) 

grants admission to all attractions and includes a special 

guided tour called “Discover KSC.” 

 

Everyone will remain as one group until after lunch with 

the astronaut, at which time we will split into two groups; 

Group “A” (Admission Badge) and Group “B (Space Pass).  Both groups should arrive back at the Visitors Center a 

little before 4 PM at which time we will load our buses and return back to the hotel around 5 PM.  Evening is free. 
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Tuesday, April 24
th

 - Victory Casino Cruise ($35 pp) 
 

0930 – 5:30 PM:  Bus departs for Cape Canaveral for 5-hour cruise on the Victory Casino.  The ship departs 

at 11 AM and returns to Port at 4 PM.    

 

$35 per person includes the cost of the bus, lunch and boarding pass.   However each 

guest will receive $20 free slot play.  It’s best to go down to Deck 1 for lunch soon 

after arriving then go out on deck and watch departure. Victory’s is fun and 

contemporary atmosphere provides the perfect backdrop for an amazing array of 

mouth-watering dishes.  A tantalizing buffet offers a wide variety of the freshest 

and most delicious choices available such as carved or grilled meats and classic 

comfort foods and the freshest seafood and salads to a classic V Burger.   You do 

not have to gamble to enjoy the cruise.   Sit on the fantail or inside the lounge and 

enjoy the entertainment.   Check it out at:  http://victorycasinocruises.com/index.php  

 

After returning to the hotel, the evening is free time.   The St Lucia/ Martin rooms will be open until 10 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, April 25
th

 Business Meeting and Farewell Banquet 
 

 
9 AM to 11 AM:   Business Meeting will be held in the Lucia/Martin room. 

 

5:30 PM to 8 PM:   Farewell Banquet.  $35(inclusive of taxes and gratuity) 

 

MENU 

Bourbon Cherry Chicken 

Blackened Grouper 

Herb Roasted Potatoes 

Vegetable Medley 

Chef’s Choice of Dessert 

Fresh Baked Rolls and Butter 

Water and Unsweetened Tea 

Barnies Coffee & Tea 

http://victorycasinocruises.com/index.php
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Shipmates, this is the time to bring family and friends to Florida for a few days of fun and sun.  I have nego-

tiated the $99 rate for 3 days before and 3 days after for those of you who wish to extend your stay in Flori-

da.  There is much to do. 

 

The Kennedy Space Center (KSC) tour will appeal to any age and there are many attractions that are within 

75 miles or less.  To name a few of the big attractions;  Animal Kingdom, Disney World, Epcot, SeaWorld, 

Universal Studio, Valiant Air Command Warbird Museum, Camp Holly Airboat Rides, Famous Ron Jon's 

Surf Shop, Daytona Beach and Daytona Speedway.    

 

Then there is the beach.   You can relax in your thongs and Speedos and watch the tide roll in.  The Atlantic 

– as many of you know – is the real ocean – and is a couple degrees cooler than the Gulf Mexico.   This par-

ticular reunion is planned to be a CASUAL affair.   Shorts, bathing suits, tennis shoes, sandals and thongs 

will be the dress of the day.   

 

As stated earlier, Monday is a day at the space center, Tuesday is a day on the Victory Casino ship and 

Wednesday is our business meeting and in the evening is our farewell banquet and memorial service.  I have 

arranged to have a member of the Fleet Reserve provide a short (20-30 minutes) presentation on Tuesday 

night regarding VA benefits and other changes destined for military retirees.   For those who do not wish to 

attend, they can help clean the fish for Wednesday's banquet. 

 

A photographer will be on-hand to take group photos as well as capture us in candid poses.  YOU DO NOT 

have to purchase any of his products but please make sure that you do have your photo taken and get into the 

group photo so your attendance will be documented.   The memory books can help absent shipmates see who 

attended the reunion.   When viewing photos from prior reunions, one often hears comments like, “He used 

to have hair and was smaller…” or “He still owes me money...”    

 

Got a call from Bruce Andrews.  He and Eleanor are planning on taking the Auto Train down to Sanford and 

then driving to the hotel.   They have joined other shipmates in taking advantage of the low rate and will ex-

tend their stay. 

 

Late news from our webmaster John Herrmann.  He reports that his granddaughter recently had triplets; 2 

boys and a girl.  They are still in isolation but John and Jayne hope to hold them soon.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDER:     Mail your dues for 2012 to James Jensen unless you have already paid 

or if you are a Life Member.  The dues period runs from Jan 1 to Dec 31 each year. 
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NAVY NEWS 
 

US nuclear aircraft carrier George Bush crippled by toilet outages 

By Lewis Page   Posted in Bootnotes, 17th November 2011 16:22 GMT 

The US Navy's newest and mightiest nuclear aircraft carrier, the USS George H W Bush*, has been plagued by contin-

ual failures in its lavatories, according to reports. Sailors have been forced into increasingly desperate measures to re-

lieve themselves.  

The Navy Times, following up initial stories of the problems appearing on blogs, quotes members of the 5,000-strong 

ship's complement as stating that at times there hasn't been a single working head – as lavs are known at sea – any-

where aboard the entire mighty hundred-thousand-ton warship. Reportedly the Bush is fitted with no less than 423 

thrones, but it appears that problems with the suction flushing system can easily knock out large numbers of these at 

once – or even all of them. 

According to the NT's unnamed sources, 

crewpersons aboard the carrier have 

struggled to cope with the situation. It 

seems that desperate sailors must often 

hunt for long periods to find a function-

ing head, and if they do discover one 

there may be a lengthy queue. Some of 

the unfortunate matelots have apparent-

ly resorted to urinating in sinks or 

showers, or in some cases off the tower-

ing sides of the ship (parts of it are as 

high above the waves as a 20-story 

building). The latter is a risky practice, 

however, as it is against regulations: at 

least one sailor has been put under pun-

ishment for doing so. 

Other Bush crewmen have reportedly taken to the use of bottles in some private location, following which the contain-

ers are smuggled to a suitable point for surreptitious tipping overboard. Unfortunately this "can soil the side of the ship 

or the hangar deck, aircraft or fellow sailors, depending on how it catches the wind", the NT reports. 

According to a statement supplied to the naval newspaper, there are breakdowns in the Bush's heads three or four times 

a day, though many of these only involve a few units and can be fixed relatively swiftly. Nonetheless the ship's engi-

neering personnel have expended no less than 10,000 man-hours on fixing busted bogs during the carrier's current 

overseas deployment. It was admitted that one ship-wide breakdown required a 35-hour effort to fix, with the relevant 

technicians working flat out throughout with no rest. 

Naval commanders blamed the problems on inappropriate objects such as clothes or feminine hygiene products being 

flushed down the heads. 

The $6.2bn George Bush, when functioning on top line, is perhaps the most powerful warship in the world. Its air 

group of more than 90 planes and choppers could defeat many national air forces or navies on its own, and it can steam 

at a speedboat-like 30+ knots for 20 years without refueling. 

However it must be suspected that the mighty vessel's efficiency is somewhat degraded at the moment. 

http://forms.theregister.co.uk/mail_author/?story_url=/2011/11/17/aircraft_carrier_toilet_awfulness/
http://www.theregister.co.uk/odds/bootnotes/
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2011/11/17/
http://www.navytimes.com/news/2011/11/navy-carrier-bush-suffers-widespread-toilet-outages-111411w/
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A Rockdale Citizen,  Conyers, GA news story about Vince Przybyszewski, ENS ’60-61 or “Mr. Ski” as he was 

known by Edisto shipmates. 
 

Conyers VFW quartermaster recalls his days in Vietnam 

  
Born Vincent Przybyszewsk and raised on the lower east side of Manhattan, his early childhood was inspired by watch-
ing MovieTone Newsreels of U.S. Naval fighters and dive bombers taking off just before at dawn from aircraft carriers 

in the south Pacific to battle the Japanese Navy. Dur-
ing his teens, he spent two summers working on a 
dairy farm in upstate New York and then went on 
after high school to study animal husbandry at Long 
Island Agricultural & Technical Institute. While there, 
the Navy made a recruiting visit to the school looking 
for possible future aviators. After passing some basic 
scholastic and aviation-oriented exams, he was ac-
cepted to participate in the Naval Aviation Cadet pro-
gram in January, 1959.  A childhood dream was com-
ing true. 
 
  
Left is photo of granddaughter Riley and me alongside the 
pilot's seat of a Seawolf Huey gunship at the November 
2010 Seawolf reunion in Charleston, SC.  Same photo 
as in the Rockdale Citizen.........Vince 

 
Sixteen weeks of ground school at NAS Pensacola 

was followed by basic flight training and acrobatics in the T-34 at Saufley Field, and then advanced flight training in the 
T-28 that included formation flying, instrument flight training, and gunnery. He received his wings of gold and a Navy 
commission (Ensign) in June of 1960, after completing specialized flight training in helicopters.  
During the next four years he flew choppers from ships that sailed the high seas from Boston and Norfolk to Panama, 
New Zealand, Antarctica, the Caribbean and Africa.  Then three years as a T-34 flight instructor back in the Pensacola 
Training Command      
  
In September of 1967, Vince received orders to Helicopter Attack Light Squadron-3 (HAL-3), the 'Seawolves,' Viet 
Nam, to fly UH-1B 'Huey' helicopter gunships.  After some weeks of aircraft familiarization and weapons training in the 
Huey by the U.S. Army, Vince arrived in Vung Tau, RVN and reported to HAL-3 in February, 1968, during the infamous 
Tet offensive.   Although headquartered in Vung Tau, the squadron  deployed as many as 9 detachments throughout 
the Mekong Delta both land-based, and aboard LST's cruising the Mekong River tributaries.  Vince was assigned to 
Det-3, Vinh Long, an Army base in the middle of the Mekong Delta. 
 
He vividly recalls the events of that day: 'Another new pilot and I had just landed alongside a couple of Quonset huts 
that served as shelters and maintenance sheds beside the runway for our Det-3 ground crews and as we climbed out 
of the Army Huey, one of the other Det pilots, Ebb Miller, handed each of us a plate of barbecued chicken and a cold 
beer.  The two detachment gunships had been called away on a firefight mission.  Within a minute or so of our arrival, 
we all observed one of our fire team gunships making an erratic approach to the runway.  The aircraft's hydraulics had 
been shot out and the pilot was attempting a run-on landing so as not to lose control.  After coming to a successful 
landing and stop, we found that the pilot and starboard door gunner had been shot up and one of them had lost a cou-
ple of fingers after also being wounded in one leg with gunfire from below during the firefight.  Although the wounds 
were serious, they were not fatal, and I can remember thinking at the time "What the hell have I gotten myself into?"    
 
It didn't take long to find out.  The Seawolves always flew their missions and patrols as a fire team of 2 in order to pro-
vide support and cover for each other should they be engaged in a firefight.  The squadron was originally commis-
sioned to provide air support to the Navy's river patrol boats (PBR's), but was routinely involved in other operations that 
included finding and destroying Viet Cong river craft and sampans laden with hidden weapons, extracting Navy Seals 
at night, and providing air cover for special operations, many times at treetop levels.  'We would occasionally receive 
some return fire, but fortunately none of my crews were ever hit.'  The pilot flying the right seat controlled the 14  2.75-
inch high explosive rockets while the left-seat pilot had control of the four M-60 flex machine guns. 
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Rockdale Citizen Story continued… 

 
It didn't take long to find out.  The Seawolves always flew their missions and patrols as a fire team of 2 in order to pro-
vide support and cover for each other should they be engaged in a firefight.  The squadron was originally commis-
sioned to provide air support to the Navy's river patrol boats (PBR's), but was routinely involved in other operations that 
included finding and destroying Viet Cong river craft and sampans laden with hidden weapons, extracting Navy Seals 
at night, and providing air cover for special operations, many times at treetop levels.  'We would occasionally receive 
some return fire, but fortunately none of my crews were ever hit.'  The pilot flying the right seat controlled the four-
teen 2.75-inch high explosive rockets while the left-seat pilot had control of the four M-60 flex machine guns. 
  
'As pilots in command of these gunships,' Vince offered, 'we thought the real heroes on these missions were our 18 an 
19 year-old door gunners with their hand-held M-60 machine guns. Their skills as marksmen were remarkable.  They 
would stand exposed out on the skids and direct fire on a target during an attack and keep it on target, firing below and 
behind us, as we broke off to set up for another pass.  So in a 2-plane fire team, those door gunners literally covered 
our asses. I can't put it any more succinctly than that!  When engaged in any combat operation, training and discipline 
are keys to success, but even more important are the heart and courage of the flight crews, especially when you have 
'brothers' below you.  The thing any friendly in trouble on the ground or on the rivers wanted to hear over his radio was 
"the Seawolves are on the way."  The squadron's reputation as warriors and for courage under fire was legendary 
throughout the Mekong Delta.  
  
After several months in Vinh Long, Vince was ordered back to Vung Tau to perform duties as a maintenance test pi-
lot.  The outlying detachments would rely on the Vung Tau maintenance division to perform certain tasks on squadron 
aircraft that were beyond the capabilities of the detachment maintenance crews.  In August of 1968, one problematic 
gunship was brought to Vung Tau to have such a maintenance problem evaluated. Vince flew the aircraft to deter-
mine the basis of its problem and while putting the aircraft through its paces at 600 feet, a major structural failure oc-
curred that resulted in drive power being lost to the main rotor system.  This fully loaded gunship and its crew of four 
came down like a rock.  During the descent, Vince transmitted to the control tower his emergency and fortunately a 
nearby Army med-evac Huey heard that transmission, spotted the distressed chopper and followed them down to the 
impact area.  The downed crew was taken to the field hospital in minutes. 
  
But the war was over for Vince.  'They literally had to pin me back together,' Vince recalled. 'My right ankle was 
crushed and I had three compressed vertebrae and a broken left wrist.'  Rehab took six months and he was flying 
again the following February as a maintenance test pilot in the Bell H-57 jet Ranger for HT-8 (helicopter training squad-
ron) at Ellyson Field, Pensacola.  Vince was discharged from the Navy in June of 1970 with a VA disabil-
ity which opened a path for him to attend the University of W Florida, where he earned a Masters degree in microbiolo-
gy. 
Employed as a research microbiologist at CDC in Atlanta, he received a commission with the U.S. Public Health Ser-
vice, which has the same rank structure as the Navy and he retired as a Commander after 30 years of active duty. He 
is currently quartermaster for the Conyers VFW, a job he describes as 'Chief Financial Officer with opportunities to 
solve a range of problems.' 
  
On March 25, 2010, the U.S. Congress passed House Resolution 1228 to honor the veterans and families of HAL-3. 
Decommissioned in March of 1972 after 6 years of service, this unique squadron wrote a new chapter in Naval Aviation 
history.  The 3000 HAL-3 veterans lost 44 pilots and crewmen killed in action; were awarded 156 Purple Hearts, 31 
Silver Stars, 5 Navy Crosses, 101 Bronze Stars, 219 Distinguished Flying Crosses, and many other air medals, Com-
mendations and Citations that made it possibly the most decorated squadron of the Viet Nam war, if not in the history 
of Naval Aviation. 
 
Asked if he had any closing thoughts regarding his affiliation with the Seawolves, Vince thought a second and then 
somberly replied: 'I am proud to be a part of the history of this squadron, but more than that, I am honored to have had 
the opportunity to serve with such courageous men.  They brought to life that fantasy I had as a kid as to what I 
thought Naval Aviation was all about.' 

 

~ END ~ 
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We were the recipients of a lot of Christmas cards and emails from many of you shipmates and we thank you 

all.  And we appreciate Maisano and Obst for sending the obituaries for Cooper and Edwards, otherwise we 

may not have known of their passing.  So thank you. 

 

Here is a photo of Jerry & Judy Downs with 

new additions to their family.  Not sure of 

their age but Jerry says they each weigh 60lbs.    

 

 

 

 

 

Sandi & Val Patarini → 

 
 

Submitted by James Jensen (our Treasurer) 
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Article Received from 
Faye Heidel 
 

 
There is a  'certain' teacher 
who keeps a spray can of 
air freshener in her 
classroom because . . . !! 

 
  

 

 

 

Clipping received from 

Val Patarini 



USS EDISTO REUNION 2012 REGISTRATION FORM

Crowne Plaza, Melbourne, FL Make Reservations by calling 1-321-777-4100 and tell them you
are with the Edisto Group or go online: http://cpmelbourne.com. If making reservations online
use code  “AGB”

Last Name: Nick Name: Spouse Name: Guest Name:

Rate:
To

Onboard

Service Number:

Street Address: City State Zip Code

Telephone

Emergency Contact: Emergency Phone Number

Email Address:

First Name:

Cell Phone

(If Yes, what type)
Special Accomodations:

(If Yes, what type)
Food Allergies:

Arrv_date Dep_date # in PartyRoom Nites Fly Auto (Yes/No)Handicap Wheelchair (Yes/No)

Room reservations may be cancelled without penalty 24 hours before scheduled arrival.

Registration forms received on or before March 20th will eligible for a Early Bird Drawing with the winner receiving
one (1) night Free lodging.  A drawing will be held during the Welcome Buffet Dinner, April 22nd.

DEADLINE for Registration
Event registration form and money are due March 20th at which time the Association will pay for bus transportation, meals,
admission tickets for tours and attractions.  Refunds cannot be paid after payment to Hotel and Attractions are made.

Make a copy of the completed form and submit the registration form and check to Glenn Smith, P.O. Box 747, Mims, FL
32754-0747.  Call me if you have questions:  (321) 269-5637 or Cell# (321) 222-8724 or email:  ussedisto@cfl.rr.com

Prices quoted herein for tours and meals are inclusive of service charges, state & local tax and gratuity

SUN April 22nd

MON April 23rd

TUE April 24th

WED April 25th

Welcome Buffet
Two (2) entrees to choose from plus salads & desserts

Astronauth Hall of Fame, Rocket Garden, Astronaut
Memorial, Apollo Exhibit and Kennedy Space Center

Tour 1
(Includes Admission, Bus and Lunch with Astronaut)

$102 per adult X

$25 per person X

$35 per person X
Victory Casino Cruise - Scenic bus tour of Cocoa Beach
& Cape Canaveral and 5-hour cruise on the Victory

PM  Fairwell Banquet $35 per person X

THU April 26th
Personal Check#

$
Total

Check Out

Total(Single $25/ Couple $40)Event Registration (Single $30/Couple $50)If not staying at Hotel

Rm Rsrvd (Yes/No)

AM   Business Meeting

Tour 2 Fee includes Admission, Bus and Lunch

 $82 per adult X

(Includes Special Tour) 

($25 Free Slot Pay)

 $62 per child X
 $76 per child X



Robert Good Photography 

451 North Court Street 

Circleville, OH 43113 

740-412-7461  

circlebob@columbus.rr.com 

MilitaryReunionPhotos.Com 

 

Dear Members, 

      I am a retired military photographer and it my pleasure to provide professional photo services at your 

reunion.  We will cover different events such as the banquet/dinner, the hospitality room/history 

displays, dedications, groups, and portraits of all attendees.  Tours may also be covered.  

    Our photos are reasonably priced and we accept major credit cards.  We print most of the group 

photos on site, complete with your ship, unit, or other historic insignias.  All 8x10 groups are offered at 

$12.00.  All candid pictures will be placed on our web-site for all to view and purchase any wanted 

pictures at a very reasonable price.     

     We also produce the very popular memory book.  This all color book is made-up of events of your 

reunion.  Pictures of your members alone will make the book a valuable historic keepsake for your 

organization members.  Orders for the book will be taken the night of your banquet or if you would like to 

place your order now, complete and mail the form below with your check for $30.00 or enter your credit 

card information.  The completed all color 8.5x11 book, will be mailed directly to your home.  Pictures of 

all attendees will be included in the memory book, along with pictures of other events and candid 

photos. 

 

     A comment from Tom Tramantano, 2010 President of USS America Carrier Veterans Association, 

“This is the best memory book we have ever had”.   We encourage members to submit written histories, 

old photos, etc., to be included in the publication.  

 

     All pictures taken at your reunion can be viewed on line at <www.seemyprints.com>.  All candid 

photos and group pictures may be ordered at this site.  Memory books however, have to be ordered by 

the night of the banquet, because we need to know how many books to print. 

 

        

 

      

                                  USS/USCG  Edisto 2012 Memory Book Order Form  

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________________________   Zip:  ________________________ 

 

Credit card used - circle one:         MasterCard           American Express            Visa             Discover 

Number: _________  --  _________ --  _________  --  ___________  Expires: _____  --  ______ Three digits on back:   ___ ___ ___ 

Mail to the address at the top of this page.  If you are paying for your book at the banquet, please bring this 

completed form with you. 


