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CHOICE

éﬂ For he spoke, and it came to
be; he commanded, and it stood
firm. Psalm 33:9

3 “The God who made the world and
everything in it is the Lord of heaven
and earth....” Acts 17:24

g Through him all things were
made. . . . John 1:3

ﬂ, In the beginning God cre-
ated . .. Genesis 1:1

CHANCE

é} There’s a missing link
somewhere that explains it all!

3] That God stuff doesn’t
make sense. It isn’t logical.

2 All living things developed
over the years from simpler
life-forms.

ﬂ A great explosion millions
(or billions) of years ago was
the start of this world.
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for an
argument is a debate. You and
other teens probably get into
“debates” with your parents
about what you can or can’t
wear or how long you can
stay out or about sharing the
responsibilities of the home. If
you have brothers or sisters,
surely you have “debates” with
them every now and then (like
every day!).

One of the issues that people
have argued (oops, | mean
debated) about for centuries is
how the world and the things in
it came to be. These debaters
can be divided into at least two
sides. One side believes that
the world and the things in it
happened by chance, the other
side believes that things have
come together by God’s choice.

Have you ever thought about
the question, “Where did it all
come from?” Someone may
respond, “Who cares? Why does
it matter? What's the big deal
anyway? We're here now, so
let’s make the best of it!”

Well, that’s the easy way out,
and it does really matter if we
believe that things came to be
by choice or by chance. It's like
having two paths before you. If
you start down the chance path,
it leads to nowhere. Sooner or
later you walk into nothingness
and confusion. It’s easy for the

Lesson 1

person who selects the chance
path to go in circles that lead
nowhere fast.

Believing that the world and
its inhabitants came into being
by God’s choice doesn’t give
one total insight into the varied
details of how things originated.
However, what is understood
makes one feel secure enough to
continue walking that path—one
that ultimately points to an all-
wise Creator.

Have you ever gone into
a dark stairwell—pitch dark,
no sunlight, no electric lights,
no flashlight, no oil lamp, no
light whatsoever? There’s a
kind of helplessness that goes
along with those situations.

On the other hand, if you go
into that same darkness and
have a handrail to hold on to,
the feelings of helplessness
decrease.

Below are two paths that seek
to answer the “Where did it all
come from?” question. Check
both out. Realistically, which is
the better one to follow? Make
the right call!

Faith in God is our handrail
in the darkness. Though we
may not be able to understand
everything that we want to, we
do need to hold on to what God
says in His Word about “Where
did it all come from?”




/In the beginning God created
the heavens and the earth.
‘Now the earth was formless
and empty, darkness was
over the surface of the deep,
and the Spirit of God was
hovering over the waters.
*And God said, “Let there
be light,” and there was light.
«God saw that the light was
good, and he separated the
light from the darkness. sGod
called the light “day,” and the darkness
he called “night.” And there was evening,
and there was morning—the first day.
And God said, “Let there be a
vault between the waters to separate
water from Water.”. ..

*God called the vault “sky.” And there
was evening, and there was morning—
the second day.

-And God said, “Let the water under
the sky be gathered to one place, and let
dry ground appear.” And it was so.
«Then God said, “Let the land produce
vegetation: seed-bearing plants and
trees on the land that bear fruit with
seed in it, according to their various
kinds.” And it was so.
sAnd there was evening, and there was
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morning—the third day.
«And God said, “Let there
be lights in the vault of the
sky to separate the day from
the night, and let them serve
as signs to mark sacred
times, and days and years,
=And there was evening,
and there was morning—
the fourth day.
=And God said, “Let
the water teem with living creatures, and
let birds fly above the earth across the
expanse of the sky.”
=And there was evening, and there was
morning—the fifth day.
=And God said, “Let the land produce
living creatures according to their kinds:
the livestock, the creatures that move
along the ground, and the wild animals,
each according to its kind.” And it was so.
=Then God said, “Let us make mankind in
our image, in our likeness, so that they
may rule over the fish in the sea and
the birds in the sky, over the livestock
and all the wild animals, and over all the
creatures that move along the ground.”all
the earth, and over all the creatures that
move along the ground.”
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1. What was the last thing
God made?

2. Why do you think God
made this last out of all
His creation?

3. In what ways were humans more special than
God’s other creations?

4. Think of seven words that describe God, write them down, and then
read them to the rest of the class.

5. Circle the words describing God that could also describe humans.
Explain how these words relate to Genesis 1:26.

6. Each team member: Describe one unique way you are made in the
image of God.

BIBLE

QUESTIONS
FOR

TEAM

. According to the first four words of Genesis 1:1,
what existed “in the beginning”?

2. What did God do during the first day of Creation?

3. What did God do during the sixth day of Creation?

4. How did God create light? What does this
creative act reveal about the Creator?

5. The three people who live closest together should answer this question:
What does being created in God’s image mean?

6. Each team member: Describe one unique way you are made in the
image of God.
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1 Chance or Choice? by Arthur Jackson
A Conversation Overheard cortoon
The Real Me by Susan Hayden
Incredible! Amazing! Wow?! by the Wambergs
Trashing God’s Treasure by Anna York
Save Our Planet by the Wambergs
The Testimony of a Gangster by Victoria Johnson
Measuring Your Friend-ability
by Jim Burns and Doug Webster
It’s Not Really Sin . . . Is It?
by Victoria Johnson and Gretchen Goldsmith
Robobee by Anna York
Color Me Guilty by Arthur Jackson :
Who Is My Brother? by Daphne Myers
Somebody by Joyce Mary Dinkins
Get a Grip! by Leanne C Lucas
The Mighty Nimrod by Victoria Johnson
What’s the Good Word? by Jon Woodhams
Missionary Moment by Frieda Nossaman
Amazing Decisions by Gail and Marcia Hunt
10 From Riches to Rags by Ronald J. Sider
Funny Isn’t 1¥2 by Miriam Mohler
11 To Be Saved by Victoria Johnson
Encouraging Words by Gail and Marica Hunt
12 Put Yourself on the Line
by Wil Triggs
Loving God exercises
13 Faithful in the Small Things
by Leanne C. Lucas
Modern-Day Psalm by Frieda Nossaman
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But God made the earth by his power; he founded the
world by his wisdom and stretched out the heavens by
his understanding. Jeremiah 10:12

If you think God'’s creation is awesome, just think how
much more awesome God Himself is!

MONDAY Read Psalm 19:1, preferably sitting outside
in your yard or in a park. Take some time today to notice
God’s creation around you. Write a poem to praise God for
His creativity and power.

TUESDAY Come up with as many adjectives (descriptive
words) as you can to describe God’s power. Use these
words in a prayer to give God glory.

WEDNESDAY Look at Jeremiah 10:12. When you read
the action words—made, founded, stretched—what images
come to your mind? Draw a picture or write a song using
these images.

THURSDAY Read Jeremiah 10:12 again. How does
knowing that God created the heavens and earth make you
feel about Him?

FRIDAY Read Genesis 1:2a. What pictures come to mind
when you read the words “formless and empty”? Now picture
the light, sky, seas, and so on, appearing as God speaks
them into existence. Thank Him for creating the earth.

SATURDAY i you can, get up early and take a walk
outside. Take time to notice little things that you might
normally pass by. Sing a praise hymn that talks about God’s
creation.
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