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The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him .
.. might have eternal life. (John 3:16)

This verse from the Gospel of John may be the most famous passage in the whole Bible.
It's especially appropriate on this feast of the Exaltation of the Cross because it's a
concise summary of why the cross of Christ is central to our faith. Let’s reflect on it
today. Love. "God so loved the world that he gave his only Son" (John 3:16, emphasis
added). God is a communion of three Persons, with a love and unity beyond our
comprehension. Yet this triune God so desired to share his perfect love with us that
the Son of God became a man. Out of that love, Jesus was willing to suffer and die on
the cross—all so that he could save us. This love is so immense; it knows no bounds. Tt
will go to any lengths and give everything to bring us into God's loving embrace.

Life. ".. . so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have

eternal life” (John 3:16, emphasis added). God never wanted us to die. In Adam, we
brought death upon ourselves when we turned away from God and went our own way. But
on the cross, Jesus of fered himself up as "expiation for our sins” (1 John 2:2). Through
the shedding of his blood, Jesus conquered sin and death for everyone. This means that
we can begin to experience eternal life even now. We don't have to be slaves to sin, and
we don't have to fear death! When we do sin, the Holy Spirit can assure us of God's
mercy and forgiveness. And now, we can look forward in hope to life everlasting in his
presence. Love and life: this is the message of the cross. Today at Mass, gaze at the
cross, and thank God for all that he has done for you in Christ Jesus, your Lord!
"Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, may the cross always remind me of your overflowing love

for me." “Reprinted with permission of The Word Among Us, 7115 Guilford Dr #100, Frederick, MD 21704 September
2025 wau.org, 301-874-1700

: 2 Collection Sept 13-14 - The 20 Collection this weekend is for Gaza & the Middle Fast. It will greatly assist
: Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA) and Catholic Relief Services (CRS) in their ministry of providing
: vital emergency humanitarian relief and medical and psychological care for the sick, malnourished and wounded.
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No Mass Tuesday September 16" due to Clergy Day in San Antonio.
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+ CCD Parent Meetings
: Seplember 174 - 2 Grade 7:00pm in CCD Building ~ September 24% - 120 Grade 7:00pm in CCD Building

F.C. Community Hall, a §501{c}{3) organization, is holding a New Chair Fundraiser
To donate towards 300 White Lifetime chairs to match the tables, please call 830-254-0338, email
fchall2021@gmail.com, mail to PO Box 365 or drop off in the Donation Jar at the bar during events.

Events - See Flyers on the Bulletin Board for full details,

>Falls City Band Booster Fried Chicken Dinner & Bake Sale — Sunday September 14t — Serving 10am — Noon.
Drive-Through at the Holy Trinity Diner. Tickets were pre-sold but you can check back at around noon.

>Holy Cross Catholic Church Festival in Yorktown — Sun Sept 14! Dine in or Take Out starting at 10:30am
>Bingo hosted by Roger Winkler Memorial - Sun Sept 14th, 1-5 p.m. - Kosciusko Hall - Doors open at 1

>Assembly 2025 - Day of Prayer, Fasting & Reconciliation Sat. Oct. 25th - RSYP online at AssemblySA.org, and
select the location you wish lo attend. The Assembly at the Immaculate Conception Church in Panna Maria begins at
8am and will include Rosary, Key-note Speaker, Adoration, Reconciliation and concludes with Mass at 11am. See flyer
at the entrance of the church for more information.

>38th Annual Life Chain SA - Sunday October 5th, Noon -3:30 - See flyer for details.
>Healthcare Professionals and Ministers to the Sick, in honor of the Feast of St. Luke, Patron of Physicians, are .
invited to a special Day of Reflection on Oct 18 at 10a.m. at Holy Trinity Catholic Church, San Antonig, TX

! >Knight of Columbus Fall Festival in Stockdale — Sept. 28 - Turkey & Dressing $14/plate-Serving starts 10:15am,
i Bingo 10am-4pm, Live Auction 11:30am, Raifle, Silent Auction, Kiddie Games and more!




