
Great India Textile Show ARRIVES IN VARANASI
Reputed organizers Essen�al Events 
and Trade Fairs is organizing  First 
Edi�on of its Great India Tex�le 
Show, which is a popular brand all 
over India and wherein exhibitors 
from all over India and overseas 
display their  range of  latest 
technology in Prin�ng, Embroidery, 
Kni�ng, Tex�le, Laundry, Finishing 
machinery, from November 15-17. 
at BLW Ground, Varanasi. Rajesh 

Sinha, organizer of the show told 
CITY VIBES that such exhibi�ons will 
help provide latest technical know 
how to the local industry, which in 
turn will lead to increased business 
a n d  i n c r e a s e d  e m p l o y m e n t 
opportuni�es for the local people. 
He invited all the clothing industry 
people to come and visit the 
exhibi�on that will remain open 
from 11:00 am to 7:00 pm   
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FORTHCOMING TRADE SHOWS

SKHB industries Private 

Limited was founded by 

M r.  S u p r e e t  S i n g h 

Luthra,  who estab-

lished the company in 

1997 as SK Impex. His 

business endeavours 

were a huge success, 

a n d  t h e  c o m p a n y 

quickly rose to promi-

n e n c e  a s  a  m a j o r 

importer and supplier 

of various garment and 

t e x � l e  m a c h i n e r y. 

Based in Ludhiana, 

Punjab, the company 

a l so  manufactured 

t e x � l e  m a c h i n e r y, 

including high speed 

rapier looms and high 

s p e e d  e l e c t r o n i c 

jacquards.

C u r r e n t l y ,  S K H B 

i n d u s t r i e s  P r i v a t e 

Limited, a member of 

t h e  S K  G r o u p  o f 

Companies, has built a 

new factory on 10 acres 

o f  l a n d ,  u s i n g  t h e 

newest machinery to 

support the manufac-

turing unit and RND 

department.

The persistent research 

effort and commitment 

enable SK to become a 

globally recognised 

brand in the tex�le and 

apparel industries. SK 

offers turnkey projects, 

and a highly mo�vated 

team led by Supreet 

Singh has completed 

numerous successful 

turnkey projects.

Vision & Mission

W i t h  a  v i s i o n  t o 

become most admired 

suppliers and importers 

of all types of Garment 

Process Machines and 

Te x � l e  M a c h i n e s 

throughout the India  

with customer focus 

and towards enhancing 

customer sa�sfac�on 

t h r o u g h  c o n � n u a l 

improvement. 

Goal & Objec�ves

The main goal of SKHB 

i n d u s t r i e s  P r i v a t e 

Limited is to become 

best in technology with 

t h e  m o st  ta l e n te d 

professionals, so that 

we provide garment 

and tex�le process 

solu�ons, value-added 

services to various 

industries in world.

Products  we deal

We are dealing with all 

kind of rapier looms , 

Air jet looms , Water jet 

looms ,   Electronic 

Jacquards and there 

Spare parts. We also 

deal with all kind of 

d y i n g  m a c h i n e s , 

Washing Machines etc.

P e r s i s t e n t  R e s e a r c h  &  C u s t o m e r
Satisfaction made us Grow: Supreet S. Luthra

ALSO CONTACT FOR: 
Soft Flow Dyeing, Raising, Shearing, 

Polishing, Sueding & all
other Processing machines

R. K. PROJECTS

CIRCULAR & FLAT KNITTING MACHINES
EXCLUSIVE DEALER FOR NORTH INDIA

No. 181- A, Aggar Nagar, Near Park, Ludhiana-141001
Mobile: +91-9814123392 Ravinder Nanda (MD) 

78370-99826 Uma Shankar (Mktg Head)
Telephone: +91-161-2553592

Email: nanda.pailung@yahoo.com
umashankar.pailung@gmail.com

Refined Knitting, Defined Patterns 

Thu, 21 - Sat, 23 Nov 
2024�  
Laundrex India Expo 
(LE), Mumbai
The Fastest growing 
exhibi�on on Laundry 
& Dry cleaning in the 
Indian Subcon�nent�

Thu, 21 - Sat, 23 Nov 
2024�  
Uniforms & 
Sportswear Expo, 

Mumbai
 
Sat, 23 - Sun, 24 Nov 
2024�  
Sutraa The Indian 
Fashion Exhibi�on 
Guwaha�
Bengaluru
Apparel & Clothing, 
Fashion & Beauty

Sat 7 - Mon 9, Dec 
2024

GARMEK Expo, Jaipur
30th Edi�on of 
Garmek Exhibi�ons on 
Tex�le Technology

Mon, 09 - Wed, 11 
Dec 2024�  
AIATF - Ashgree 
Interna�onal Apparel 
and Tex�le Fair
Kolkata
Eastern India's Biggest 
Garment Fair�
Apparel & Clothing, 
Fashion & Beauty
Paid entry
 
Thu, 12 - Sat, 14 Dec 
2024�  
DyeChem World 
Exhibi�on, Avinashi
Organizers host 
successful events in 
Tirupur and Ludhiana 

Wed, 18 - Fri, 20 Dec 
2024�  
Sutraa - The Indian 
Fashion Exhibi�on
Raipur

Fri, 20 - Sun, 22 Dec 
2024�
Garknit-X Kolkata
Interna�onal Garment 
& Tex�les Technology, 
Yarn, Fabrics & Allied 

Industries trade fair.�

 Sat, 21 - Sun, 22 Dec 
2024�  
Fashionista -
Aurangabad
Apparel & Clothing

Sat, 04 - Mon, 06 Jan 
2025�  
Garfab - TX Surat
Interna�onal Trade 
Show on Embroidery 
Apparel Technology, 
Fibre, Yarn, Fabrics & 
Accessories�
 
Fri, 17 - Sun, 19 Jan 
2025�  
TexIndia - Tex�le 
Sourcing Fair, Ludhiana
TexIndia aims to 
showcase a variety of 
apparel fabrics, trims, 
embellishments, and 
related services 

Fri, 17 - Sun, 19 Jan 
2025�
Dye Chem Ludhiana
Brings together 
manufacturers and 
suppliers of fibers, 
yarns, fabrics, dyes, and 
chemicals 

Tue, 28 - Thu, 30 Jan 
2025  
Hometex Tech Expo
Panipat 
Home Tex�le 
Machineries & 
Accessories 

Fri, 07 - Sun, 09 Feb 
2025  

Fabrics & Accessories 
Trade Show, Bengaluru
Interna�onal Tex�les, 
Yarn, Fabrics & Allied 
Industries Trade Fair 

Fri 7 - Monday 10, Feb 
2025
GMMSA Expo, 
Ludhiana
Interna�onal Trade 
show on Kni�ng and 
Tex�le Technology, 
Yarn, and Allied 
industries

Wed, 12 - Sat, 15 Feb 
2025 
Bharat Tex
Greater Noida
Bharat Tex is a tex�le 

show specializing in 
high-quality fabrics and 
innova�ve tex�le 
solu�ons, catering to 
various industries and 
promo�ng sustainable 
prac�ces in the tex�le 
sector. 

Fri, 14 - Mon, 17 Feb 
2025  India 
Interna�onal Garment 
Fair (IIGF), New Delhi
The IIGF connects 
global buyers and 
sellers in apparel 
facilita�ng easy 
sourcing of clothing 
and accessories 

Fri, 07 - Mon, 10 Mar 

2025  
Garment Technology 
Expo (GTE), New Delhi
Garment Technology 
Expo is South East 
Asia's most 
comprehensive apparel 

produc�on technology 
show. GTE New Delhi is 
patronized by trade 
professionals who 
include manufacturers, 
exporters and 
ins�tu�ons.
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Banaras/ Varanasi or 

Kashi has an ancient his-

tory of tex�le design-

ing. The most exquisite 

brocades in silk and 

gold are woven by the 

weavers on silk pit 

loom. The weavers of 

Va r a n a s i  a r e  b e s t 

known for their skill in 

brocade weaving and 

known as Kinkhabs. 

There are many exqui-

site designs in this vari-

et y  a n d  i t  i s  eve n 

impossible to copy or 

imitate the saris as the 

loom is very intricate in 

construc�on. The ori-

gin of this old tech-

n i q u e  h a s  b e e n 

obscured by �me, but 

the Moghul influence is 

seen in the mo�fs, 

which o�en depict flo-

r a l  p a � e r n s  a n d 

hun�ng scenes. 
Pre-Mogul Period
Banaras is famous for 

its socio-economic and 

religious importance all 

over the world. The city 

is equally important as 

a Brocade Weaving Cen-

tre throughout the 

country. The weaving 

industry, which flour-

ished during the Vedic 

period and touched its 

peak at the �me of 

mogul period, explains 

how the act of weaving 

was a part and parcel of 

the life of the Banaras 

people. Whether it is 

the religious ac�vity or 

earning of livelihood 

for the popula�on, the 

weaving ac�vity sur-

passed all other occu-

pa�ons. From the his-

torical perspec�ves, 

the tex�le industry has 

found place from rig 

Vedic literature to post 

independent India.
Since the Rig Vedic 

�mes, we hear about 

several kinds of tex�les 

among which figures 

out the cloth of gold 

(the Hiranya) as a dis-

�nguished type, the 

god in their resplen-

dent grandeur wear it, 

as they drive in their 

stately chariots. The 

Hiranya cloth has been 

usually interpreted as 

the earliest equivalent 

for the present day zari 

work or the kimkhab 

(brocades). We also 

find specific reference 

to the embroidery in 

the Vedic literature.
Varanasi, a religious 

city and a center of 

weaving flourished as 

the capital of the Kasi 

Kingdom in the days 

when Buddha was yet 

alive. In Sutras9, it is 

men�oned that when 

P r i n c e  S i d d h a r t h 

become a bonze, he 

took off luxurious silk 

clothes of courtly state 

o f  K a s i  a n d  w o r e 

instead earth-cikiyred 

robe namely kasayani 

vastrani. Clothes per-

mi�ed to bonze in 

those days were made 

of cloths woven of 

waste silk fibres from 

wild silkworms, what 

was called 'bark fibre' 

cloths then, and those 

of hemp. There is also a 

story in Sutra of a per-

son who becomes to 

embrace Buddhist faith 

by making offering to 

Buddha of cloths inter-

w o v e n  w i t h  g o l d 

threads. In “Jataka”, the 

Kasi Kingdom is men-

�oned as a principal cen-

ter of manufacturing 

co�on as well as those 

of silk in the 5th century 

or 6th century B. C. 

Co�on cloths of Kasi 

were exquisitely woven, 

smooth, bleached com-

pletely white, and their 

fibres were fine and 

so�. Tradi�on says that 

when Buddha died, his 

remains purified with 

balm were wrapped 

with brand new co�on 

cloths of Kasi. Richard 

Lanmoy in his book 

“Banaras seen from 

within” has men�oned 

t h a t  t h e  B u d d h i s t 

jatakas (3rd –2nd B.C) 

are a mine of informa-

� o n  a b o u t 

life in ancient 

India. It has 

b e e n  m e n-

�oned that 

Banaras was 

a  c o � o n 

g r o w i n g 

region and 

famous for 

p r o d u c i n g 

thread of a 

fine and so� 

texture. The 

city was equally reputed 

for its silk and wool.
 
T h e  M o g u l 

Period
The histori-

cal evidence 

depicts that 

the Banaras 

w e a v i n g 

i n d u s t r y 

reached its 

peak during 

the mogul 

period due 

t o  t h e 

patronage 

o f  m o g u l 

e m p e r o r 

like Akbar. 

F r o m  t h e 

A k b a r 

p e r i o d 

o n w a r d s , 

we begin to 

get an unin-

t e r r u p t e d 

account of 

t h e  z a r i 

w o r k  a n d 

b r o c a d e s 

through the 

Mughal and 

Rajasthani 

pain�ng. It is significant 

to note that in the six-

teenth century the old 

designs abruptly came 

to an end; we find from 

t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y 

pain�ngs that whole-

s a l e - p e r s o n a l i z e d 

mo�fs were introduced 

although modified to 

the Indian taste. More 

emphasis was given to 

floral designs. For exam-

ple, Persian mo�fs due 

to the influence and 

importance of Persian 

masters in the court of 

emperor Akbar; Ghias 

Naqshaband being the 

greatest Persian master 

among them to the 

royal atelier of Akbar.
Post-Mogul Period
However, the ancient 
a n d  m o g u l  p e r i o d 
descrip�on about the 
Banaras silk industry is 
not complete and hence 
creates a doubt about 
the silk industry of the 
city. With regards to the 
Banaras zari and bro-
cades, the first �me well 
recorded descrip�on 
was made by several 
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Br i�sh  t rave lers  to 
Banaras during Bri�sh 
rule in India. George vis-
count Valen�a, in his 
t rave l - a c co u nt  f u r-
nished some interes�ng 
i n f o r m a � o n  a b o u t 
Banaras tex�les in early 
19th century. Valen�a 
h e l d  a  D u r b a r  i n 
Banaras; some tex�le 
traders also a�ended 
the Durbar and dis-
played some very good 
examples of zari and bro-
cades. Valen�a remarks 
t h a t  t h e  b r o c a d e s 
showed close pa�erns 
and were quite expen-
sive, so that they were 
worn only on important 
occas ions .  Va len�a 
rightly observed that 
the prosperity of the 
Banaras people mainly 
rested on its brocades 
and zari manufacture 
and trade as these tex-
�les were popular items 
of export to Europe. The 
descrip�on of Valen�a 
not only provided the 
historical existence of 
the si lk industry of 
B a n a r a s  b u t  a l s o 
ex p l a i n e d  h ow  t h e 
socio-economic aspect 
of the people is influ-
enced by tex�les indus-
try during that period. 
The historical evidence 
o f  t h e  p o s t  M o g u l 
period clearly proves 
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  a n d 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e 
Banaras silk industry in 
the contemporary his-
tory.
B i s h o p  H e b e r  h a d 

described that “it had a 

very considerable silk, 

co�on and woolen man-

ufacture of its own”. 

These included some 

expensive types and 

probably zari and bro-

cades.
Mrs Colin Masckenzie, a 

traveler to Banaras in 

1847 A. D. records some 

interes�ng informa�on 

about the zari and bro-

c a d e  t e x � l e s .  S h e 

described that an Indian 

prince who visited their 

party wore “wide trou-

sers of cloth of gold” or 

brocade. This seems to 

be very popular among 

the gentry of Banaras, 

which is corroborated 

by her later account and 

also by the surviving 

e x a m p l e s  o f  t h a t 

period.
The brocade weaving of 

the Banaras is cluster 

based and sca�ered all 

over the Banaras district 

and some adjacent dis-

tricts. The Banaras city 

is the main center of 

weaving. The maximum 

weavers of the product 

belong to the city only. 

Yet the other produc-

�on centers of the dis-

tricts cannot be over 

looked so far as the pro-

d u c � o n  a n d  t h e 

employment is con-

cerned. The main cen-

ters of the brocade 

w e a v i n g s  a r e  a t 

Varanasi, Azamgarh, 

Mirzapur,  Bhadohi , 

Chandoli, Chunar and 

Chakia.
 With such an 

impressive history asso-

ciated with the city and 

its weaving skills, it is no 

surprise that the skills 

and talent has been 

inherited by genera-

�ons. With the Indian 

gove r n m e nt  ta k i n g 

more steps towards pro-

mo�on of handloom 

cra�s, and the new 

found interest  and 

apprecia�on for the 

product among this gen-

era�on, we can look for-

ward to add more to the 

already glorious history 

of the city and its cra�. 
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