CAPTAIN AMARINDER APPEALS TO FARMERS NOT TO BURN

LUDHIANA, SEPTEM-
BER 21 (CITYVIBES):
Punjab Chief Minister
Captain Amarinder Singh
on Saturday expressed the
confidence that the Con-
gress Party would easily
win all the four by-polls,
slated to be held on Octo-
ber21.

Talking informally
with media persons after
inaugurating a 2-day
Kisan Mela being organ-
ised in PAU and Pashu
Palan Mela at Guru Angad
Dev Veterinary and Ani-
mal Sciences University
here, Captain Amarinder
said the party was fully
geared to contest the
upcoming by-elections.

Responding to a
question regarding impo-
sition of 20 USD by Paki-
stan on pilgrims to
Kartarpur Sahib, Captain
Amarinder said that he
had already urged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
to get this Jaziya abol-
ished to ensure khulle
Darshan Didar. The
Kartarpur Corridor, which
was being constructed at a
fast pace on the Indian
side, was aimed at provid-
ing easy darshan to the
devotees of Sri Guru

Nanak Dev ji, which Paki-
stan should respect, he
added.

Earlier, the Chief
Minister appealed to the
farmers not to resort to
paddy stubble burning, as
a mark of respect for the
historic 550th Prakash
Purb of the first Sikh
Guru. The Happy Seeding
machines being distrib-
uted by his government
would not only help in
stubble management but
also ensure increased pro-
ductivity for the farmers,
he added.

Notably, the theme of

Kisan Mela has been aptly
chosen from the sacred
Bani of Sri Guru Nanak
Dev Ji 'Pawan Guru pani
pita mata dharat mahatt',
which coincides with first
Sikh Guru's 550th
Prakash Purb celebra-
tions.

Captain Amarinder
said the burning of paddy
stubble was posing a
major environmental
threat, besides damaging
the texture of soil and
human health. The Chief
Minister called upon the
farmers to take full advan-
tage of subsidised straw
management machinery,
which was being provided
on 50-80 percent subsidy.
Captain Amarinder Singh
said that the State Govern-
ment had provided 28600
implements to farmers
worth Rs 269.38 crores
during 2018-19 and an
amount of Rs 273.80
crores would be incurred
for about 28000 imple-
ments for the manage-
ment of paddy straw dur-
ing current year 2019-20.

Captain Amarinder
also annou-nced that the
State Government would
develop a Sugarcane
Research and Training

Institute at Gurdaspur,
besides establishing an
Agricultural Market Inno-
vation Research and Intel-
ligence Center at Mohali.
The Centre would
provide necessary support
and assistance to farmers
in marketing of their
diversified crops, said the
ChiefMinister, while inau-
gurating the 2-day Kisan
Mela and Pashu Palan
Mela in Punjab Agricul-
ture University here.
Addressing the farmers
gathered here, Captain
Amarinder emphasized
the need to switch to crop

diversifica-
tion to conserve the
depleting ground water.
He announced that the

State had already devel-
oped a diversification plan
to shiftnearly 10 lakh hect-
ares from rice to alternate,
less water intensive crops.

Listing the initia-
tives for crop diversifica-
tion, Captain Amarinder
said a state-of-the-art
Indian Institute of Maize
Research was being set up
at Ladhowal, while a Post-
graduate Institute of Hor-
ticulture Research & Edu-
cation was coming up at
Amritsar. With the con-
certed efforts of the state
government to sensitise
farmers about alternative
crops, the area under
maize, basmati and cotton
had registered a consider-
able increase during the
current season.

Water saving tech-
nologies, such as drip irri-
gation, were being popu-
larized through 80-90%
subsidy in the state,
besides introduction of
Direct Benefit Transfer
for Electricity scheme to
directly compensate farm-
ers who save electricity
and thereby groundwater,
h e
adde
d.

Chief
Min-
ister
fur-
ther
said
that
poli-
cies
for
pro-
motio
n of
Farm
er Pro-
ducer Organization for
agricultural produce
aggregation and collec-
tive marketing were being
formulated to provide nec-
essary marketing support
to the farmers to make
them economically via-
ble. The Punjab State
Council for Agricultural
Education Act, 2017, has
also been enacted to
ensure quality agricultural
education, he added. The
Chief Minister pointed
out that quality inputs and
strict monitoring for man-
agement of whitefly had

helped in reviving the cot-
ton crop and record yields
had been obtained in the
last three years. He said
that the state had ensured
stringent measures pro-
moting the use of safer pes-
ticides, which helped
lower residue levels in
food commodities.

Captain Amarinder
appreciated the efforts of
Punjab Agricultural Uni-
versity, which received
ICAR Best Institution
Award ('Sardar Patel Out-
standing ICAR Institu-
tion' Award, 2012-2017)
for research and extension
activities for the second
time in March 2019, for
revolutionising the agri-
culture scenario in the
state. The Chief Minister
visited exhibitions setup
by PAU and GADVASU
at the mela sites. On the
occasion, the Chief Minis-
ter also honoured progres-
sive farmers Dalip Singh
with Ujagar Singh
Dhaliwal Award, Jagtar
Singh with Pravasi Bharti
Purskar, Rubash Singh
Jakhar with Dalip Singh
Dhaliwal, Parmjit Kaur
with Jagbir Kaur Memo-
rial Award besides award-
ing the Panchayat of vil-
lage Haripur of Mehatpur
block district Jalandhar
with Bhai Babu Singh
Brar Sarvotam Pond
Award.

Meanwhile, Coop-
eration Minister
Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa appreciated
the efforts of PAU to sen-
sitize farmers about new
agri-techniques, different
varieties of seeds and
steps to be taken time to
time for enhanced yield of
crops etc through Kisan
Melas. He urged the Chief
Minister to mount pres-
sure on Government of
India to review its
Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
agreement in the larger
interest of country's mil-
lions of milk producers.
The Minister also urged
the Chief Minister to
make the proposed Sugar
Cane Research and Train-
ing Centre at Kalanaur
and Agriculture College
time-bound projects in
view of the 550th Prakash
Purb celebrations of Sri
Guru Nanak Dev Ji. The
Minister also requested
the Chief Minister to sanc-
tion ample funds for

research purposes to
PAU to accelerate the
pace of research works
by the University.

In his welcome
address, Vice Chancel-
lor PAU B.S. Dhillon
exhorted the farmers to
adopt allied farming to
supplement their
income. He said that
PAU was prioritising to
introduce appropriate
machinery to further
promote cultivation of
vegetable in the state,
which would further
strengthen the farming
sector. He urged the
farmers to take full
advantage of various
media platforms
launched by PAU,
including missed call
facility, PAU App etc.
Prominent amongst
those present on the
occasion were Member
Parliament Ravneet
Singh Bittu, MLAs
Amrik Singh Dhillon,
Kuldeep Singh Vaid,
Sanjeev Talwar and
Lakhbir Singh Lakha,
Chairman PSIDC K.K.
Bawa, Chairman
PMIDC Amarjit Sigh
Tikka, Chief Principal
Secretary to CM Suresh
Kumar, Chief Secretary
Karan Avtar Singh and
Additional Chief Secre-
tary Development
Viswajeet Khanna, Dep-
uty Commissioner
Pradeep Kumar
Agrawal and Commis-
sioner of Police Rakesh
Kumar Agrawal.

RESPECT OF 550TH PRAKASH PURB

— il

Miteo fea Afoardt Far @ @1 83U 1Vifeo

i, ury il fewm 7 dprme wrdiifeneire wodiedier
" ﬂ#ﬂ:ﬁuwﬁ*m% w3 g, w3 e e i
r
e = yHI® faAs

—

" ! S H o T
I THE BALWA IRSUSTRIAL & MARKETING FERTI-CHEW C0. OFERATIVE BOCIETY LTI T

CRETARL KB RATREN: FRATIAL & 1T P LB

'|| l|"'ll Fetad I FTLEETTY . HT

T R TP Wiy e b

Lo by i

The Malwa Industrial & Marketing Ferti-Chem
Cooperative Society Limited. (MIFCO)

Regn no. 49 on 06" June 2011 under the aegis of cooperative department of Punjab.

VISION: To be the mark of quality that represents the farmer community
of India through specialization in agriculture inputs and other need based
innovative products.

The MIFCO is developing itself to be a bridge, between the
important institutions & the farmer for benefits of rural & farming
community. That's why the farmer is always at the forefront of every
thought process of MIFCO. The MIFCO with this mission of helping the
farmer for higher yield and higher returns started providing the best
quality agro-inputs like Mixture fertilizers, Micronutrients,
Agrochemicals, cattle feeds and dry green fodder to the grain feeders of
the nation, right at their door step at appropriate costs. The MIFCO with its
deep concern for eco-friendly living have started manufacturing of Herbal
Cattle feed for maintaining the best health of farmer's livestock and
enhancement in the milk production, enriched with herbal quality.

The MIFCO is also introducing acid free, chemical free, aerosol
free & non-synthetic range of Cleaners & Sanitizers, Natural insect-pest
repellents and air fresheners free of acids, chemicals, carcinogenic agents
and aerosols. Besides this the Society is also going to launch Herbal Tea
and Honey from the Himalayan Ranges of India.

The MIFCO is in its 8th year of operation and is having turnover
of more than Rs. 28 crores in this short span. Under the able guidance of
Chairman Sh. Ramesh Kumar and Treasurer Sh. Amandeep Sharma, the
ISO - 9001:2015 Society is going to expand its marketing network in
adjoining states and will turn every stone to help the farmer in every nick
and corner of India. The front end team involves ChiefManager S h .
Kamaljit Sharma (92165-24113), Reg. Manager Sh. D M Kausha(90411-
28932) and Chief Manager (A/c) Sh. Yogesh Kumar (92165-19113)

PMifeo Mo mEdE rme €T hiifeq

trdtwrdt fewrr & wvge g B
Pl peite SEEAR row

SOLAR PANELS-SOLAR PUMPS-SOLAR ACs-PORTABLE SOLAR TROLLY

WJ M3 H3T BT FETfE ANT G3ue

World class solar products for agriculture & home use

www.tgsolar.co Missed call now : 7533().05185

info@gsolar.co

TG SOLAR OPC PVT LTD

Village Ratolan, Malerkotla, Ludhiana-148023 Punjab.
Mobile: 99919-71546, 99965-71546 (Satish Dahiya)
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PAU EXPERTS DELIVER TALKS ON
VARIOUS ASPEGTS OF MARKETING

LUDHIANA, SEP-
TEMBER 19:The
Punjab Agri Business
Incubation (PABI) orga-
nized three lectures at
Punjab Agricultural
University (PAU)
today.

Dr Sukhmani, Profes-
sor, School of Business
Studies, PAU, spoke on
the topic “Advertising
and Branding of Prod-
ucts.” She discussed the
characteristics and
types of advertisement,
and also stressed on
changing the commod-
ity driven market to
branding of agricultural
produce at national and
international level to
get the desirable output
of agriculture sector. In
addition, the lecture

included all the aspects
of branding of agricul-
tural produce like brand
name, key brand ele-
ments, effect of estab-
lishing brand over cus-
tomers, strategies of
agri branding and many
more to achieve higher
profit level. With the
help of case study of
Amul and MDH, she
gave the participants a
better insight into the
types and importance of
branding. She also
interacted with
incubatees, focusing on
difference between
advertisement and
advertising and explai-
ned the use of appropri-
ate examples.

Dr Babita
Kumar, Professor,

School of Business
Studies, PAU, deliv-
ered a talk on “Market
Segmentation and Cus-
tomer Identification.”
She explained about
market segmentation
by including levels of
segmentation, steps of
segmentation process,
segmenting consumer
and business market.
She also discussed the
concepts with business
examples. Later,
incubatees shared their
ideas about their busi-
ness market segmenta-
tion with PAU.

Speaking on
the topic “Use of E-
Marketing for Food
Products,” Dr Mohit
Gupta, Assistant Pro-
fessor, School of Busi-

ness Studies, PAU, told
about legal licenses and
certification for sole pro-
prietorship and other
types of businesses. He
also deliberated on the
ways to set up a busi-
ness and registration
with Ministry of Micro,
Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME).
Explaining the role and
importance of online
selling and marketing,
he discussed with
incubatees their plans
to start online busi-
nesses and gave his
inputs for e-marketing
of different products.

The team of
PABI appreciated the
informative and
enlightening talks held
during the event.

DON'T MAKE PUNJAB A DESERT, SAVE
WATER: PUNJAB CM TO FARMERS

LUDHIANA, SEPTEM-
BER 21:“Punjab will
become a desert in the
years to come if you don't
save water,” said Captain
Amarinder Singh, Chief
Minister of Punjab, while
addressing the farmers at
the inauguration of the
two-day Kisan Mela at
Punjab Agricultural Uni-
versity (PAU) today. Trac-
ing the history of food
shortage after partition to
attaining self-sufficiency
in food grains later, the
Chief Minister lauded
PAU for its remarkable
research in the develop-
ment/recommendation
of PV 18 and Lerma Rojo
(wheat) and IR 8 (rice)
that heralded Green Rev-
olution.

Further, he
expressed concern over
declining water table and
promoted crop diversifi-
cation among farmers.
The Chief Guest Captain
Amarinder Singh stated,
“We need new crops as
well as new irrigation tech-
nologies to tackle these
problems.” “What are we
going to leave for our
future generations? Think
of the future of Punjab.
With shrinking land hold-
ings and depleting water
resources, use drip irriga-
tion to save water, and
stop burning paddy straw,
instead use Happy Seeder
to manage it,” he advised
the farmers. The people of
Delhi are not ready to stay
in Delhi because of rising
pollution, he observed,
while asking the farmers
not to spoil the environ-
ment of Punjab by burn-
ing paddy straw. Punjab
government is committed
to promoting vegetable
industry and Kinnow mar-
keting in the State at
Amritsar, Halwara,
Adampur, Bathinda and
Chandigarh, he added.

With agriculture
and industry flourishing,
save future of Punjab,” he
said to the farmers. Cap-
tain Amarinder Singh also
called upon the farmers to
visit Sultanpur Lodhi,

-

Dera Baba Nanak and
Kartarpur Corridor to cele-
brate the 550" birth anni-
versary of Shri Guru
Nanak Dev Ji.

The guest of hon-
our Sardar Sukhjinder
Singh Randhawa, Minis-
ter of Jails and Coopera-
tion, Punjab, hailed the
mammoth gathering of
farmers at PAU Kisan
Mela. “Milk adulteration
and drug addiction are the
growing concerns for
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Punjab,” he said, while
impressing upon the farm-
ers not to adulterate milk
and not to make their sons
drug addicts. “Punjab has
always been the 'anndata'
(food bowl) and today
there is a dire need to save
Punjab's Kisani (farming)
and Jawani (young-
sters),” he stated. Diversi-
fication calls for the atten-
tion and for this, we need
assured marketing, he
stressed. Sardar
Randhawa called upon
the State government to
render fiscal support to
PAU for research as from
here “Hara Inquilab”
(Green Revolution) ush-
ered in. “It is only PAU
which can save Punjab's
agriculture,” he
remarked.

In his welcome
address, Dr Baldev Singh
Dhillon, Vice-Chancellor,
PAU, said the two-day
mela celebrates the 550"
birth anniversary of Shri
Guru Nanak Dev Ji, who
in his teachings had said:
“Pawan Guru Panni Pita
Mata Dharat Mahat.”
This theme of mela cov-
eys a special message to

farmers to use air, water
and soil wisely, he added.
Dr Dhillon disclosed, “De-
spite challenges, pesticide
consumption has come
down and record yield has
been obtained during the
last year. In addition,
whitefly in cotton and
paddy straw have been
managed successfully in
the State. This has been
possible because of the
collective efforts of the
State government, State
Department of Agricul-
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ture, farmers of Punjab
and PAU.” Informing
about the newly released
varieties, Dr Dhillon said
University is focusing on
precision farming, agro-
processing and value addi-
tion, marketing and
export, and kitchen gar-
den concept.

Dr JS Mahal,
Director of Extension Edu-
cation, PAU, while pro-
posing the vote of thanks,
said; “Farmers are the
shaan (pride) of this
mela.”

Four progressive farmers
were honoured on the
occasion. S. Rubash
Singh Jakhar of village
Patrewala, district
Fazilka, and S. Jagtar
Singh Saran of village
Mandi Khurd, district
Bathinda, were conferred
with “S. Dalip Singh
Dhaliwal Memorial
Award” and “Parvasi
Bharti Award,” respec-
tively. S. Dalip Singh of
village Kote Ramsar, dis-
trict Faridkot, was
awarded “S. Ujagar Singh
Dhaliwal Memorial
Award” whereas Smt
Paramjit Kaur of village

Ajitwal, district Moga,
was conferred with
“Sardarni Jagbir Kaur
Grewal Memorial
Award.”

Apart from this, four sci-
entists Dr JS Mabhal,
Director of Extension Edu-
cation, PAU; Dr Gurjit
Singh Mangat, Senior
Rice Breeder; Dr SK
Kheri, Director, State
Department of Agricul-
ture; and Dr Rajbir Singh
Brar, Director, IACR-
ATARI, Ludhiana, were
honoured at the mela. The
village Haripur, block
Mahitpur, district
Jalandhar, was conferred
with “Bhai Babu Singh
Brar Best Pond Award”
while village Todarpur of
district Hoshiarpur was
awarded “Best Village
Award.”

Later, Dr Dhillon hon-
oured the Punjab Chief
Minister Captain
Amarinder Singh, and the
State Minister of Jails and
Cooperation Sardar
Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa with shawls
and mementos.

Dignitaries, namely S.
Ravneet Singh Bittu,
Member of Parliament
(Ludhiana); Mr Surinder
Dawar, Mr Rakesh
Pandey and Mr Sanjay
Talwar, MLASs
(Ludhiana); Mr Suresh
Kumar, Chief Principal
Secretary to Punjab Chief
Minister; Mr Karan Avtar
Singh, Chief Secretary,
Punjab, and Mr Viswajeet
Khanna, Additional Chief
Secretary (Agriculture,
Horticulture and Food Pro-
cessing), Punjab, graced
the occasion.

Farmers and farm
women in large number
thronged the mela and par-
ticipated in live field dem-
onstrations and technical
session, purchased qual-
ity seed and farm litera-
ture, and participated in
crop produce and home
science competitions. The
cultural programme also
enthralled the audience
during the mela.
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