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Rev. Economos Apostolos Hill 

Pastoral Assistant Alexander Eliades 

Rev. Deacon John Thrasher  

 

Office Hours:  

Monday–Thursday, 9:00am–3:00pm  

 

Sunday Worship  

Cathedral  

8:00am Orthros  

9:30am Divine Liturgy  

 

Desert Springs Staff  

Rev. Apostolos Hill, 

Theological Advisor/Editor-In-Chief  

Kristen Vasilarakos, Layout/Composition  

602-332-8809, kvasilarakos@cox.net 

 

Desert Springs Deadline  

The 25th of each month  

 

Sunday Bulletin Deadline  

Wednesdays, 12 noon  

 

Church Office Email Addresses  

Rev. Apostolos Hill 

htpriest@holytrinityphx.org  

papoulihill@gmail.com 

 

Pastoral Assistant Alexander Eliades 

aelides@holytrinityphx.org 

  

Diana Camacho, Office Manager 

AdminAssist@holytrinityphx.org 

 

Church Front Desk 

htfrontoffice@holytrinityphx.org 

 

Church Caretakers 

Terry, Paul, and Dimitri Valonis 

 

Holy Trinity Bookstore 

info@stnectariosphx.org 

 

2019 Parish Council Members  

Jim Manelis—President 

Paul Katsenes—Vice President 

Connie Contes—Treasurer 

Dina Anagnopoulos—Assistant Treasurer 

Andy Fourlis—Secretary 

Charlie De Moss, Sandy Meris, 

Socrates Papadopoulos, 

Adam Venetis 

 

Holy Trinity Cathedral Website 

www.holytrinityphx.org — NEW! 

 

Metropolis of San Francisco Website 

www.SanFran.goarch.org 

 

Archdiocese Website 

www.goarch.org 

Organization Contacts  
 

• AHEPA — Col. Mike Torrealday: tdayf16@cox.net  

• All Saints Camp — Evan Tsagaris: etsagaris89@gmail.com 

• Altar Servers — Deacon John Thrasher, David Haag, Chris 

 Francis: thrasheraz@cox.net, davidmhaag@yahoo.com, 

 battersbox7@yahoo.com 

• Bible Study — Father Apostolos Hill: papoulihill@gmail.com  

• Bookstore — Rita Papaspyrou: rzakher@gmail.com 

• Byzantine Choir — George Duvall: phxchantor@cox.net 

• Choir — Terri Alexon: htphxmusicdirector@gmail.com 

• Dance — Niko Panagiotakopoulos: npanos01@yahoo.com 

• Daughters of Penelope — Angie Lambrou: 

angie.lambrou@cox.net 

• Desert Diamonds (50+) — Julie Karoutas: 

juliekaroutas@gmail.com 

• Epistle Readers — Presvytera Denise Hill: 

denkevhill83@gmail.com 

• Family Wellness — Lindsay Vardalos, Leah Venetis  

• Feed Those in Need — Christine Stamatis: cstamatis@cox.net 

• Greek Festival — Nick Kretsedemas, Angelo Pestrivas: 

niko.37@cox.net 

• Greek School — Irene Mackos: eirinie@gmail.com  

• Hellenic Museum — Bessie Hotis: call 602-953-1913 

• Holy Trinity Academy Parochial School — Juli Pritsos:  

 julipritsos@holytrinityacademyphx.org 

• HOPE & JOY — Nikki Forman: ntheo426@hotmail.com 

• Little Lambs — Angela Scopelianos: angelagarozzo@gmail.com 

• Maintenance — Peter Bilitsis, Ted Fourlis: 

htcmaintenance1973@gmail.com 

• Myrrhbearers — Stacey Beaty, Kathy Choukalas Tropea: 

tropea5@q.com 

• Narthex Outreach — Kristen Vasilarakos: kvasilarakos@cox.net 

• OPA —  Paulina Watson, Dianna Scaccia: 

paulinawatson25@gmail.com, discaccia@gmail.com 

• Parish Council — Jim Manelis: jmanelis@aol.com 

• Philoptochos — Alex Anagnopoulos: 

aanagnopoulos2@msn.com 

• Safety & Security — Paul Katsenes, Socrates Papadopoulos: 

pkatsenes@cox.net 

• Sons of Pericles — Greg Vassiliou, Ted Fourlis: 

sonsofpericles283@gmail.com  

• Jr. & Sr. GOYA — Karla DeLord, Jacque Petroulakis: 

kpdelord@msn.com, jacquepetro@icloud.com 

• Stewardship — Sandy Meris: sandymeris@yahoo.com 

• Sunday School — Kalli Schneider: kalliopischneider@gmail.com 

• Wedding Coordinator — Terri Alexon: terrialexon@gmail.com 

• YAL 19-29 — Elliot Staikos: text 717-682-0550 

• YAL 30-49 — Nick Papas: npapas@yahoo.com 
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At Long Last! 
 

At long last, an ordination date has been set for our Cathedral Pastoral 

Assistant to the Holy Priesthood! Alexander came to us in the spring of 2019 

and has done yeoman's work in the parish since he arrived. Particularly 

evident these last six months, his spiritual gifts have borne much spiritual fruit 

in our lives. 

 

It had been my hope that his ordination would have taken place here at Holy 

Trinity, the Altar to which he is being consecrated to serve alongside me. 

However, it has been deemed more prudent for this to occur in Alexander's 

childhood parish in Novato, CA to alleviate the need for His Eminence to be 

put at risk by traveling.  

 

However, the services will be available to view on the weekend of October 

17 & 18 from https://www.nativityofchrist.org/ and the "Services Streaming 

on Facebook Live" link is on the opening page of the parish website. I 

encourage all of us to participate in these blessed events.  

 

Ordinations are but infrequently celebrated, a cause for concern for the 

Orthodox Christian presence in America today. It is unlikely that many of us 

have ever had the privilege of witnessing one. In broad strokes, here is what 

Alexander will experience as he is consecrated to the service of Jesus Christ. 

 

As Metropolitan Gerasimos is being vested for the Divine Liturgy on Saturday, 

Alexander will be vested in a plain white sticharion (from the Big-N-Tall shop!) 

and will offer His Eminence the pitcher of water and bowl for the ceremonial 

washing of his hands before the liturgy begins. The towel with which he dries 

his hands will be placed over Alexander's head before he is led to the icon of 

Christ. 

 

Here he will stand during the first portion of the liturgy before joining the end 

of the procession at the Great Entrance. Alexander will now be presented to 

Metropolitan Gerasimos by the two senior priests with the exclamation 

"Command!" His Eminence will offer Alexander his exhortations and 

encouragements and Alexander will offer his own remarks at this time. 

 

Alexander will be brought into the Altar as the same hymns are sung that we hear at the end of the 

Orthodox Wedding service; "O Isaiah dance your joy," "O Holy Martyrs who have fought the good 

fight," and "Glory to you O Christ our God, the Apostles proudest boast" as he is led by the senior priests 

around the Altar table three times, stooping to venerate Metropolitan Gerasimos' epigonation each time. 

 

Next, Alexander will be vested as a Deacon by the Metropolitan with the exclamation "Axios!" (or 

"worthy!") as each vestment article is donned. Once vested, Alexander will step onto the solea and for 

the first time offer the petitions as the Divine Liturgy continues. He will assist the Metropolitan in the 

offering of the Holy Gifts to the faithful. 

 

Message from Father Apostolos 

Message continued on page 4 

 

https://www.nativityofchrist.org/
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On Sunday, Alexander will be elevated to the office of Presbyter. Note that 

the "ordination" takes place to the diaconate and the "elevation" to the 

priesthood, there being but one ordination to Holy Orders and promotions 

thereafter. He will assist the Metropolitan as his second during the Divine 

Liturgy through the Great Entrance when the elevation commences. 

 

Much as on Saturday, Alexander is presented to the Metropolitan as a 

candidate to the priesthood, the same wedding hymns are sung as he is led 

around the Altar Table, stopping to reverence Metropolitan Gerasimos' 

epigonation. Then, the clergy in the Altar intone the Thrice Holy Hymn as 

His Eminence reads this pray over Alexander kneeling at the Altar;  

 

O God without beginning or end, Who are before every created thing, and Who honors with the title of 

Presbyter those whom You deem worthy to serve the word of Your truth in the divine ministry of this 

order: You, the same sovereign Master, preserve in purity of life and in unswerving faith this man whom 

You have been pleased to ordain through me by the laying on of hands, graciously imparting to him the 

great grace of Your Holy Spirit, making him wholly Your servant, well-pleasing to You in all things, and 

worthily exercising this great honor of the Priesthood which You conferred upon him by the power of 

Your wisdom.   

 

Alexander is now vested in priestly garments with the same exclamation of "Axios!" as each article is 

donned. Once fully vested, he takes his place to the Metropolitan's right until the consecration of the 

Holy Gifts when the Metropolitan will place into his hands the Body of Christ on the paten with this 

warning; 

 

"Receive this Divine Trust, and guard it until the Second Coming of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus 

Christ, at which time He will demand it of you." 

 

We will have the joy of celebrating Alexander's consecration to the priesthood the following Sunday, 

October 25th, with a reception on the patio after the Divine Liturgy and plans are being laid to this in 

the appropriate Holy Trinity Cathedral style!  

 

I am most grateful to our abundantly merciful God and Savior Jesus Christ, the One True High Priest, for 

the gifts He has bestowed upon Alexander and eagerly await witnessing his pastoral development in the 

years ahead here in the Cathedral.  

 

Please join with me in praying that He will pour out mercy and wisdom and divine protection on 

Alexander, Laura, and Maximus as they prepare to step into the life of public ministry. 

 

 

Axios! 

 

 

Rev. Father Apostolos Hill | Dean  

Fr. Apostolos’ Message continued from page 3 

 



 

                                                                                                                    5                                  Desert Springs October 2020 



 

                                                                                                                    6                                  Desert Springs October 2020 

Stewardship 

By Sandy Meris 

 

 

Considering online giving? 

 

 

 

 

Go to www.holytrinityphx.org and then click on Stewardship 

 

 

Upcoming Celebration 

http://www.holytrinityphx.org
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We are excited to announce the next step in our re-opening process, we will 

no longer be requiring a sign-up to attend Liturgy going forward! The new 

process will be much simpler: when you arrive on Sunday morning, you will 

give your name and contact information to the Parish Council member and 

you will be let in (of course still with a mask and observing all the precautions 

as before). This information will, as always, not be passed onto anyone, but 

simply kept in case we learn of a positive test and we will then inform all who 

attended that day. 

 

No need to sign-up, just come and worship with us! 

New Sunday Sign-In Process! 

Celebrant Father Basil 

September 27, 2020 



 

                                                                                                                    8                                  Desert Springs October 2020 

 

 

Your Support Is Needed 
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JOIN PHILOPTOCHOS 2020—2021 
 

We are the right hand of the Church! We would like you to know that membership to Philoptochos IS 

IMPORTANT for our community, the Archdiocese and Metropolis.   

 

Invitation to Philoptochos: 

 

NAME: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

       ___________________________________________________________ 

 

PHONE: (_____) _____________ CHECK #__________________________ AMOUNT: ________________________ 

 

$15 will be sent to the Archdiocese and $15 to the Metropolis. Any amount over $30 will be retained for our 

chapter charities and obligations. 

 

Mail your membership to: 

St. Katherine’s Philoptochos of HTC Membership 2019, 1973 E. Maryland Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85016 

Holy Trinity’s St. Katherine Philoptochos 

Alex Anagnopoulos, President 

St. Katherine faceted glass 

icon in the south wing of 

the Narthex. 

“FRIENDS OF THE POOR”  
An organization where membership is an honor & a privilege.  

JOIN & ENRICH YOUR LIFE!  

 

The October Meeting is on Thursday, October 1, 2020.  

 

The meeting will be by ZOOM, with the ability to CALL IN 

BY PHONE if you do not have a computer or do not want 

to log into the virtual meeting.  

 

If you have questions on HOW to participate, please contact Kristen 

Vasilarakos at 602-332-8809 as soon as possible.  

 

Interested in participating? Contact Alex Anagnopoulos at 602-738-6053 

for more information. 
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Holy Trinity’s St. Katherine Philoptochos Project 

Wow! 
Thank you to our generous community! 

In addition to the Saturday Drive donors, there were many not pictured who  

donated on Sundays or dropped off or mailed contributions. We thank you all! 

(above) Many, but not all, of our Saturday Sprouts parking lot volunteers and donors! 

(below) Sorting and delivering! 
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Desert Springs Subscription 
 

Enjoy color copies of Holy Trinity Cathedral’s Desert Springs delivered to you! 

 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address: _____________________________________________ 

 

City, ST, Zip: _______________________________________________ 

 

Contact Phone:  __________________________ 

 

Return this form to the Church Office or  

contact Kristen at 602-332-8809 

 

Liturgical Services will continue to be live streamed 

by Father Apostolos and Alexander until further notice. 

  

LIVE-STREAMING INSTRUCTIONS 

 

If you have Facebook, “Like” our Facebook page Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral - Phoenix, AZ 

You will receive updates when we are live. 

 

If you DO NOT have Facebook, go to holytrinityphx.org and follow the instructions on the home page. 

Photo by Paul Valonis 

Desert Springs Issues Available to Our Seniors 

or the computer-challenged! 

 

In an effort to reach our whole Parish Community with Cathedral news, issues of the Desert Springs will 

be available for FREE to those in our community who do not own or use a computer, tablet, or smart 

phone or would prefer to read the news in hard-copy print. Submit names to the Church Office or call or 

text Kristen at 602-332-8809.  

https://www.facebook.com/holytrinityphx.org/
http://www.holytrinityphx.org
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Endowment Fund 
      

 

The Holy Trinity Endowment Fund was established in 1992 with an initial deposit of $2,000. The goal 

was to build the Endowment Fund whereby the interest and appreciation would one day provide 

sufficient income so Holy Trinity would no longer be totally dependent on an annual festival to 

supplement stewardship income. 

 

The Endowment Fund is obligated to preserve the donor’s contributions such that the principal will 

remain inviolate and be held in perpetuity by the Church. The funds are prudently managed by the 

investment committee, which reports to the Parish Council. The investment committee only approves 

withdrawals from the earnings and appreciation, over and above the donor’s contributions, and are used 

only to benefit Holy Trinity and its ministries.  

 

Over the course of the past twenty-seven years the committee has held steadfast to this mission, and as a 

result, generous donors from our Church, desiring to leave a legacy in perpetuity for their family, have 

made contributions totaling $562,000.  

 

This is your opportunity to put your lifetime thumbprint in the history of Holy Trinity Cathedral. 

We have been blessed by the generosity and foresight of the individuals and families listed below. We 

benefit today from their kindness and vision. If your circumstances allow you to give a gift above and 

beyond your annual stewardship commitment, then please take this occasion to join the others in 

creating a legacy by pledging your gift to Holy Trinity Cathedral’s perpetual Endowment Fund.  Gifts of 

$10,000 or more will be separately listed along with others who have reached that level.  

 

Your gift, no matter the amount will be combined into the general endowment fund, and will be greatly 

appreciated.  

 

Endowment gifts over $10,000 
 

Gabriel N. & Helen H. Papagallos   Faye Boukas                          George & Ann Souvall 

The DeMoss Families                              Dennis & Anastasia DeBerry  IMO+ Tasia Pritchard 

IMO+ Mary Montague    George & Koula Cheros                John George Thomas 

IMO+ John G. Zannaras                     IMO+  Dina  Sakellarakis              Steve & Joan Vrahas  

Steve & Judith Vrahas                    Dr. Nicholas Baziotes                 James & Connie Coin Contes 

Ange & Alex J, Pappas                            John & Mary Katsenes             

 

Endowment Fund donations over $1,000 
 

Dr. Christopher J. DeMoss 

 

In Memory gifts over $1,000 
 

IMO+ Stacy Hotis          IMO+ Danny Speros  IMO+ Mark Sprintz                

IMO+ Fr. James & Presb. Katherine Tavlarides          IMO+ Tom Contes 

IMO+ Athena Choukalas   IMO+ Leonard Mastorakos  IMO+ John Sgouros 

IMO+ Chris Gabriel    IMO+ Dr. Hugo Rangel  IMO+ Fr. Anthony Coniares 

IMO+ Milton & Harriett Sioles    IMO+ Koula Triantafyllou                                       
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Endowment Fund 

GIFT  DONATION  FORM 

 
Please list my endowment gift as follows: ____________________________________ 

 

Here is my Endowment gift, which I may add to, of $_____________ 

 

I plan to include the Holy Trinity Endowment fund in my  

Will___, my Living Trust___, or TOD*___ 

 

Signed:___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dated:____________ 

Donor, please sign and keep a copy for your records       

 

*TOD = transfer on death   

 

All gifts will be preserved in the archives of Holy Trinity Cathedral                            

 

Gifts of $10,000 or more may be made over a three year period. 

 

Thank You, and + God Bless You + for your generosity. 

             Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral  +  1973 E Maryland Phoenix AZ 85016    

Narthex Duty 

(first picture, l to r) Daniel Valenzuela, Charlie DeMoss, and Alexander Harding assist with parishioner sign-in. 
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House of Stewards 

Through 09/30/2020 

Panagiota Agelakos 

Peter & Sarah Agnos 

Dorothy Ainslie 

Evan & Terri Alexon 

Dina Anagnopoulos 

Mike & Alex Anagnopoulos  

Nikki C. Anest 

Bettina Angelos 

John & Sandy Annos 

John Antoniadis 

Elaine Apostle 

Sheila Asala 

Chris & Angie Athens 

Christina Bakavelou & Chris Perry 

Helen & Constantine Balanis 

Diana Balos  

Ted & Rebecca Barabatis 

Alexandra Bates 

Scott & Stacey Beaty 

George & Stacy Benetos 

Vicki & Dan Bichekas 

Peter & Jennifer Bilitsis 

Vasiliki Bilitsis 

Helen A. Bixenman 

Anthony Boyd 

Oscar & Heidi Bracamonte 

Helen & James Bruno 

Chris & Georgia Brusalis 

Chris & Rita Bruskas 

Kristen Bruskas 

Kathrene Carras 

Frank & Alice Carris  

Dawn & Casey Cartier 

Kate Chames 

Laurel Charnas-Schiller & Todd Schiller 

George & Alexandra Chondropoulos 

Harriet Chotras 

Jim Chotras  

Athena Choukalas 

Kim & Pete Choukalas 

Katherine & Jeffrey Clarke 

Martha Rose Columbus 

Andrew & Mara Contes  

Connie & James Contes 

Ed & Angie Cooper 

Jean & John Dal Pan 

Nick & Sharon Daniolos 

Stefanos & Tiffany Daniolos 

Patty Davis  

Rebecca Davis 

Len & Elaine Debickero 

Hercules Alexander Dellas 

Patrick & Karla Delord 

Joanne Demangus 

Tom & Irene Demas 

John & Mary Demetropoulos 

Bill C. DeMoss 

Charles C. DeMoss 

Chris DeMoss 

John & Marjorie DeMoss  

Michael & Maureen DeMoss 

Ruth & Basil Denaxas 

Alexandros & Erika Dimitriadis 

Homer & Doree Drakos  

Stanley & Fran Drozdz 

Denise Dye 

Kathryn Dye 

Caroline & Kostas Economopoulos  

Dena & Christos Economopoulos 

James Elam & Lisa Glitsos Elam 

Alexander & Laura Eliades  

Ed & Katherine Fancher  

Jeff & Judy Farr 

Greg Hernandez 

Helen Fernandez 

Athanase & Georgia Fourlis 

Ted & Andi Fourlis  

Tim & Antonette Fraenkel 

Georgana Frieh 

George & Julie Froumis 

Chris & Catherine Frye 

Niki Ganolis 

Demetra Georgelos 

Diana Georgelos 

Pamela Georgelos 

Dinos & Koula Georges 

Andreanna Georgiou 

Christina & Thomas Georgiou 

John Giannopoulos 

Constantine & Kristen Ginakes  

John & Polly Ginakes 

Stella Glitsos 

Jeremy & Athena Gonzales 

Eva Goodman 

Bill & Lynn Graham 

Gina Graham 

Mary Haidos  

Donald Hall 

Terry G. Harper 

Patsy Harris 

Stephanie & Gregory Heckel 

Gregory Hill 

Rev. Fr. Apostolos & Presv. Denise Hill 

Bessie Hotis 

Pavlos Kairis  

Linda & James Kalivas 

Pete & Nicole Kamboukos 

Roula & Basilis Kaneris 

Dena & Nick Kantaros 

Jean Kantaros & William King  

William & Harriet Kapolas 

Christina Karalekas 

Virginia S. Karegeannes 

Julie Karoutas 

James & Joann Karros  

Leonidas & Fotini Katrakis 

Christos & Kelley Katsanos 

Niki & George Katsaros 

Mary & John Katsenes  

Lori & Paul Katsenes 

Thomas Katsenes  

Helen Katsufrakis 

Poppy & Jim Kavouris 

Fanny Kechajias 

Cathy Keyser 

Virginia & Ronald Kidd 

Emily Kimmell 

Maria Kompos 

Spiros & Maria Kontakis 

Kostadinos & Anatoli Kostouros 

Angela & Dean Koumontzis 

Nikolas Koziris  

Elizabeth & Johnny Kratsas 

Nick & Marina Kretsedemas 

Tammy Kretsedemas 

James & JoAnne Kruljac 

Debbie Kunkel 

Andreas & Cindy Kyprianou 

Tassie Ladas  

Anastasia Laitsas 

John & Angie Lambrou 

Judith Lamond  

Mary & Elias Lampos 

Mary Levendi 

Lea & Mike Linaris 

Gregory Lizanich 

Efterpi Lourias 

Stephanie & James Machas 

Maria & Martin Maciejewski 

Daniel MacInnis 

Aristotle & Evelyne Macrodimitris   

Marika Makridis 

Margarita Makris 

Julie & Felix Mamani 

Donna & Jim Manelis 

Bette Maniatis  

Maria Maniatis 

Anna Manos 

Rina & William Marinakos 

Douglas & Anna Markakis  

Leonard & Mary Lou Mastorakos  

Steve & Mari Mastorakos 

Katerina Matheos 

Stefan D. Matheos 

Nick Maydanis 

Pamela Maydanis  



 

                                                                                                                    16                                  Desert Springs October 2020 

House of Stewards 

Continued from page 15 

 

Peter & Chriss Maydanis 

Angela & Chris Mead  

Joanne Meris 

Sandy & Will Meris 

Anthony & Tania Miaoulis 

Angie Miller  

Jean & William Miller 

Paul N. Miller 

Andrew Mitchell 

Helen & Philip Mitchell 

Spyro & Effie Mousses 

William & Hannah Neal 

Matthew & Sophia Neumann 

Jerry & Kathy New 

Edna Nicely & Peter Michas  

John & Maria Nicholas 

Evelyn Nickalew 

Anthony Nicoluzakis 

AnnaMarie Nieblas 

Angelo & Marta Ntatsos 

Jeremy & Anastasia Oxley 

Else Paletsos 

Elizabeth Palmer 

Alexander & Alexia Panagiotakopoulos 

Christo & Connie Panagiotakopoulos 

Phillip & Eleni Panagiotoglou 

Sofia Panagiotoglou 

Bill & Soula Papadopoulos 

Chrysoula & George Papadopoulos 

Stephanie & Socrates Papadopoulos 

Anastasia Papaioannou 

Alex & Olga Papamatheakis 

Betty Papas 

Nicholas J. Papas 

Rita & Spyros Papaspyrou 

Nicholas & Stacy Papatzimas 

Vassilia Papatzimas 

Angeline Pappas 

Irene Pappas  

John J. & Andrea M. Pappas  

Daniel & Anna Pardhe 

Athena Parmenter 

Amy Paul 

Christiana Paviet 

Katherine & Kai-Henning Pedersen 

Dina & John Pesognelli 

Fotini & Dean Pestrivas 

Zoe Pestrivas  

Kathy & Bill Petsas 

Nicholas & Laurel Petsas 

Michael & TeAnn Philippis 

Brian & Athena Pickett 

Georgia Pikoula 

Mary & Andreas Poulakidas 

Kay & George Poulos 

Panagiotes & Anthipe Pries 

Chris & Juli Pritsos 

Nicole & David Pyle 

Bertha Quinn 

Lydia Rabbitt 

Cal & Angela Raup 

Alex & Rose Rentzis 

Milton & Voula Rentzis 

Maria & Curt Ruttle 

Lois Sakkas  

Dimitra & James Sampson 

Paul Sarantes 

John Schneider 

Warren & Kalli Schneider 

George & Angela Scopelianos 

Diane Sedlacek 

Chris & Terry Seretis 

George & Traci Sgouros 

John Siavelis 

Elyse Sioles  

Robert & Donna Sioles 

Evi & George Skintzis 

Elias & Phyllis Skoubis 

John Jr. & Toni Smirniotis 

Constantin Solomon 

Pam & Jim Solomon 

Carol Sowers  

Angelo & Marie Spanos  

Rachel & Leo Speliopoulos  

James & Christina Speros  

Elias & Theodora Staikos  

Kathryn & Jim Stamadianos 

Nitsa & Gerry Stamatelatos 

Christine & Andrew Stamatis 

Mihai Sutu 

Tony Tangalos  

Despina Tavlarides  

William & Rebecca Tavlarides 

Nick & Effie Theodore 

Gus & Mary Louise Theodoropoulos 

Jim G. Thomas 

John & Teresa Thomas  

Dcn. John & Diak. Mary Thrasher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kathy & Thad Tropea 

Stella & Constantine Tsantilas 

Dimitrios Tsioutsiopoulos 

Katherine & Constantine Tzavaras 

Daniel Valenzuela  

Peter & Lindsay Vardalos 

Kristen Vasilarakos 

Argyro Vasquez 

Scott & Terri Vaughn 

Adam & Lea Venetis 

Connie & George Venetis 

Stephanie Venetis 

Peter & Maria Vlahos 

Andrew & Sandy Vlahoulis 

Steve & Mary Vrahas  

Nicole Wakamatsu 

Ken & Angela Walker  

Catherine Wallerich 

Jaclyn & Matthew Walsh 

Paula & Colin Walsh 

Paulina & Doug Watson 

Garrett Widner  

Dennis & Rose Wolfe 

Christina & Michael Wombacher 

Richard & Katina Wood 

Niki & George Zafiraki 

Anthony & Karen Zaman 

Eugenia & Dimitrios Zannis 

Katherine & George Zannis  

Zella Zannis  

Evangelia Zikos  

Kostas & Margarita Zistas 

Christina & Michael Zistatsis 

Eleanna Zistatsis 

Dimitrios Zistatsis 

Ann Zoukis 
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Father on Instagram 
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St. Nectarios Books & Beyond 

By Rita Papaspyrou  

 

Holy, Glorious and Great Martyr Demetrius the 

Outpourer of Myrrh 

Commemorated on October 26 

 

He was a native of Thessalonica, born of noble parents. 

His wisdom and distinction in battle earned him rapid 

advancement in the service of the Empire: in time he was appointed 

commander of all the Roman forces in Thessaly, and Proconsul of Hellas.  

 

The main tasks of this young commander were to defend the city from 

barbarians and to eradicate Christianity. The emperor Maximian’s policy 

regarding Christians was expressed simply, “Put to death anyone who calls 

on the name of Christ.” The emperor did not suspect that by appointing 

Demetrius he had provided a way for him to lead many people to Christ. 

 

Accepting the appointment, Demetrius returned to Thessalonica and 

immediately confessed and glorified our Lord Jesus Christ. Instead of 

persecuting and executing Christians, he began to teach the Christian Faith 

openly to the inhabitants of the city and to overthrow pagan customs and 

idolatry. 

 

When the emperor came into the city, he summoned Demetrius, who boldly confessed himself a 

Christian and denounced the falsehood and futility of Roman polytheism. Maximian gave orders to lock 

up the confessor in prison. An angel appeared to him, comforting and encouraging him. 

 

When the emperor came to Thessalonica he appointed games and public sacrifices to celebrate his recent 

victory over the Scythians. Maximian had brought with him a huge barbarian of tremendous strength 

named Lyaios, who fought many men in the arena and defeated them all, to the entertainment of the 

Emperor and the crowds.  

 

A young Christian named Nestor determined to show the people that the only true strength is in Christ 

visited Demetrius in his cell and asked for his blessing to challenge Lyaios to combat. The Martyr made 

the sign of the Cross over Nestor and sent him to the arena with his blessing. Nestor, a young boy, cried 

out before the Emperor 'God of Demetrius, help me!' and quickly killed the mighty Lyaios, to the 

astonishment of the crowd. The infuriated Emperor had Nestor slain with his own sword, and sent 

soldiers to Demetrius' cell, where they killed him with their spears. Demetrius' servant, a believer named 

Lupus, retrieved the body of Demetrius and buried it with honor. He kept the Saint's ring and blood-

stained tunic, and through them worked several miracles and healings. When the Emperor heard of this, 

he had Lupus, too, beheaded. 

 

During the reign of Saint Constantine (306-337), a church was built over the grave of Saint Demetrius. A 

hundred years later, during the construction of a majestic new church on the old spot, the incorrupt relics 

of the holy martyr were uncovered. Since the seventh century a miraculous flow of fragrant myrrh, 

healing many of the sick, has been found beneath the crypt of the Great Martyr Demetrius, so he is called 

“the Myrrh-gusher.” 

 

Several times, those venerating the holy wonderworker tried to bring his holy relics, or a part of them, to 

Constantinople. Invariably, Saint Demetrius made it clear that he would not permit anyone to remove 

even a portion of his relics. 

 

For many centuries, St Demetrius has been a patron Saint of Thessalonica. 
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Holy Trinity  

Sunday School  
 

is looking for parents and young 

adults to teach our youth when 

Sunday School resumes. This is a 

great opportunity to ensure our 

youth grow up knowing their 

Orthodox faith. 

 

If interested, please contact 

Kalli Schneider:  

kalliopischneider@gmail.com  

Sunday School 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS BACK! 
every Sunday 
at 10:40am 
 

Join us every Sunday in the Cathedral 
for a 15-minute Sunday School 
discussion and lesson with Father 
Apostolos and Alexander. 
They are excited to see all the kids' 
faces and connect with them!  
 

The focus will be 
"making 
connections and 
building 
relationships". 
All kids who are 
Sunday School age 
(Kindergarten 
through High School) 
are encouraged to participate. 
 

We look forward to seeing all of our 
youth on Sunday! 

 

mailto:kalliopischneider@gmail.com
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Greek School 

Irene Dartoozos Mackos, Director  

Gabriella Papatzimas, Teacher  

 

Καλη χρονια means "Have a great year" and our Greek and Cultural 

School is ZOOM'ing through Greece with exciting lessons and 

activities.   

 

Our classes started September 9, 2020. Every Wednesday for 1.5 

hours students are busy learning their letters, numbers, words, lessons 

on Greek harvests in September, who is Aesop and Zeuxis, myths 

about Persophone, Demeter, and Hades, Greek songs and a few art 

lessons.  

 

September 23, 2020, we kicked off the first Cultural class about 

Saints and Panigiris. We traveled to the island of Rhodes, learning 

about our Patron Saint, our Name Days, St. Fanourios, made a 

Fanouropita, and had our own Panigiri with a little freestyle Greek 

dance.   

 

Greek School is on to a great start!   

 

In October, we will continue learning about the Dodecanese Islands, 

OXI day, and traveling to Epirus to make tiropsomo.   
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Follow Holy Trinity 

Cathedral on Facebook 
 

The page offers news of our Parish Community,  

in addition to offering links to podcasts and videos 

of many of our services. 

Rain In The Desert 
 

Link to recordings of Father’s 

sermons: http://

www.ancientfaith.com/

podcasts/rain  

Sermons can also be found on 

the Cathedral website at 

www.holytrinityphx.org. 

Our Church Family 

 

Baptisms 

“For as many of you as 

were baptized into Christ 

have put on Christ.”  

Galatians 3:27  

 

 

10/19/2020 

Grace & Harper Kamboukos  

daughters of Nicole & Peter Kamboukos 

Godparents: Angela & George Scopelianos 

God’s Blessings be upon them. 

 

10/20/2020 

Georgia Madeleine Marie Stertzbach 

Jennifer & Karl Stertzbach 

Godmothers: Kally Key & Toni Pandi 

God’s Blessings be upon her. 

 

Light a Virtual Candle 

In this time more than ever we need prayer. 

For those not able to come to the Cathedral yet,  

we have set up this ability to light a candle virtually! 

 

Please click the link above and follow the instructions. 

Enter your name and the names of those you wish prayed for 

in the PayPal “Notes” section, 

and Father Apostolos or Alexander 

will light a candle and say a prayer for you. 

 

Light a Candle 

https://www.facebook.com/holytrinityphx.org/
http://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/rain
http://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/rain
http://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/rain
http://www.holytrinityphx.org
https://holytrinityphx.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2537ebfc97159097009e7b6cf&id=41d6a27555&e=e72e02e4a4
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Attention Organizations: 

 

Please check the Organization Contacts listings on 

page 2 of this issue and confirm that the 

information is correct. Email is the default contact 

type, but can be changed to texting or 

telephoning if preferred. 

 

Email any changes to both Diana at 

AdminAssist@holytrinityphx.org and Kristen at 

kvasilarakos@cox.net. 

 

It is the organization’s responsibility to inform 

Diana and Kristen of any updates to their listing. 

 

Thank you! 

Desert Diamonds 

Senior Parishioners 

and their guests 

 

Dear Desert Diamonds  

and Friends,  

 

I pray that you are well 

and staying safe. Because of the ongoing dangers 

of the Coronavirus, the Desert Diamonds events 

for September & October have been cancelled.  

 

We will hopefully reconvene in November when 

danger of the virus will have passed. We will 

gather for lunch at a restaurant with a patio & easy 

access to celebrate. Date and location to be 

determined by you. Please let me know where 

you would like to go. Either email me at 

juliekaroutas@gmail.com or call or text at 

623.313.8720  

 

In the meantime, enjoy a picture from a past 

gathering!  

 

With Christ's love,  

 

Julie Karoutas  

email: juliekaroutas@gmail.com 

cell: 623-313-8720 call or text 

Maintenance Corner 

Questions? 

Have items to donate? 

Want to volunteer your time? 

 

 

Contact: 

Ted Fourlis 

Peter Bilitsis 

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral 

Maintenance Committee 

602-625-8835 

htcmaintenance1973@gmail.com 

One year ago! 

Book signing of The Village by artist & author 

Magda Gryparis 

September 2019 

Prayers Requested 
 

Please keep Father Apostolos in your 

prayers as he continues to recover 

from eye surgery, he will most likely be unable to 

serve again this Sunday. Also please keep 

Alexander in your prayers as he prepares for his 

ordination.  

mailto:AdminAssist@holytrinityphx.org
mailto:kvasilarakos@cox.net
mailto:juliekaroutas@gmail.com
mailto:juliekaroutas@gmail.com
mailto:htcmaintenance1973@gmail.com
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AHEPA Chapter 219 
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AHEPA Chapter 219 
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May Her Memory Be Eternal 

In Memory of Tiffani Noelle Bichekas 
November 10, 1968 – October 14, 2018 

A Joy to Be Back! 



 

                                                                                                                    26                                  Desert Springs October 2020 

OPA—Orthodox Parents Association 

Dianna Scaccia, Co-President 

Paulina Watson, Co-President 

 cjecomom@gmail.com, 

Paulina Watson 

602-740-9350 

Paulinawatson25@gmail.com 

Dianna Scaccia 

602-323-4615 

discaccia@gmail.com 

Want to get involved? 

The Little Lambs Youth Group 

is looking for an energetic parent or young adult  

that would like to assist for the  

2020-21 Activity Year. 

 

Little Lambs Group = newborns to Kindergarten 

 

If interested, please contact Angela Scopelianos 

angelagarozzo@gmail.com or (913) 638-5991  

mailto:cjecomom@gmail.com
mailto:Paulinawatson25@gmail.com
mailto:discaccia@gmail.com
mailto:angelagarozzo@gmail.com
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 Congratulatory and Happy Ads! 

 

In each issue, Desert Springs will offer  the 

opportunity for our community to share 

good news with others! Ads will be a 

standard 1/8” of a page (horizontal).  

 

This is the place to recognize your family, 

friends and fellow parishioners for 

anniversaries, birthdays, graduations, get 

wells, awards, special accomplishments, good 

deeds, above-and-beyond volunteering—

anything that is positive, endearing and 

thoughtful. 

 

Cost is $20 per ad for one issue. Photos are acceptable. 

 

Fill out the form and include an optional photo and full payment (cash or check) and drop in 

the boxes in the Narthex and Church Office or mail to Kristen Vasilarakos c/o Holy Trinity 

Cathedral, 1973 E. Maryland Avenue, Phoenix, 85016. Checks payable to Holy Trinity 

Cathedral. Or contact Kristen at kvasilarakos@cox.net for more information. 

 

Ads will be designed by the Desert Springs staff. Submitter will be contacted  prior to publishing 

if editing of the content of the wording is needed. 

 

 

Congratulatory and Happy Ads for the Desert Springs monthly publication: 

 

Wording: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I understand the staff will design the ad at their discretion and will contact me if content changes are 

needed. _____ (initial) 

 

I need the included photo returned to me. Yes    No _____ (initial) 

 

I am including $20 by cash or check (checks payable to Holy Trinity Cathedral). _____ (initial) 

 

I wish to remain anonymous.   Yes    No _____ (initial) 

 

Submitter’s Name: ____________________________________________ 

 

Submitter’s Contact Phone: __________________ Contact Email: ________________________________ 

 



 



 

                                                                                                                    28                                  Desert Springs October 2020 

All Saints Camp Fundraiser 


