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Rev. Economos Apostolos Hill 

Rev. Alexander Eliades 

Rev. Deacon John Thrasher  

 

Office Hours:  

Monday–Thursday, 9:00am–3:00pm  

 

Sunday Worship  

Cathedral  

8:00am Orthros  

9:30am Divine Liturgy  

 

Desert Springs Staff  

Rev. Apostolos Hill, 

Theological Advisor/Editor-In-Chief  

Kristen Vasilarakos, Layout/Composition  

602-332-8809, kvasilarakos@cox.net 

 

Desert Springs Deadline  

The 25th of each month  

 

Sunday Bulletin Deadline  

Wednesdays, 12 noon  

 

Church Office Email Addresses  

Father Apostolos Hill 

htpriest@holytrinityphx.org  

papoulihill@gmail.com 

 

Father Alexander Eliades 

aelides@holytrinityphx.org 

  

Diana Camacho, Office Manager 

AdminAssist@holytrinityphx.org 

 

Church Front Desk 

htfrontoffice@holytrinityphx.org 

 

Church Caretakers 

Terry, Paul, and Dimitri Valonis 

 

Holy Trinity Bookstore 

info@stnectariosphx.org 

 

2019 Parish Council Members  

Jim Manelis—President 

Paul Katsenes—Vice President 

Connie Contes—Treasurer 

Dina Anagnopoulos—Assistant Treasurer 

Andy Fourlis—Secretary 

Charlie De Moss, Sandy Meris, 

Socrates Papadopoulos, 

Adam Venetis 

 

Holy Trinity Cathedral Website 

www.holytrinityphx.org — NEW! 

 

Metropolis of San Francisco Website 

www.SanFran.goarch.org 

 

Archdiocese Website 

www.goarch.org 

Organization Contacts  
 

• AHEPA — Col. Mike Torrealday: tdayf16@cox.net  

• All Saints Camp — Evan Tsagaris: etsagaris89@gmail.com 

• Altar Servers — Deacon John Thrasher, David Haag, Chris 

 Francis: thrasheraz@cox.net, davidmhaag@yahoo.com, 

 battersbox7@yahoo.com 

• Bible Study — Father Apostolos Hill: papoulihill@gmail.com  

• Bookstore — Rita Papaspyrou: rzakher@gmail.com 

• Byzantine Choir — George Duvall: phxchantor@cox.net 

• Choir — Terri Alexon: htphxmusicdirector@gmail.com 

• Dance — Niko Panagiotakopoulos: npanos01@yahoo.com 

• Daughters of Penelope — Angie Lambrou: 

angie.lambrou@cox.net 

• Desert Diamonds (50+) — Julie Karoutas: 

juliekaroutas@gmail.com 

• Epistle Readers — Presvytera Denise Hill: 

denkevhill83@gmail.com 

• Family Wellness — Lindsay Vardalos, Leah Venetis  

• Feed Those in Need — Christine Stamatis: cstamatis@cox.net 

• Greek Festival — Nick Kretsedemas, Angelo Pestrivas: 

niko.37@cox.net 

• Greek School — Irene Mackos: eirinie@gmail.com  

• Hellenic Museum — Bessie Hotis: call 602-953-1913 

• Holy Trinity Academy Parochial School — Juli Pritsos:  

 julipritsos@holytrinityacademyphx.org 

• HOPE & JOY — Nikki Forman: ntheo426@hotmail.com 

• Little Lambs — Angela Scopelianos: angelagarozzo@gmail.com 

• Maintenance — Peter Bilitsis, Ted Fourlis: 

htcmaintenance1973@gmail.com 

• Myrrhbearers — Stacey Beaty, Kathy Choukalas Tropea: 

tropea5@q.com 

• Narthex Outreach — Kristen Vasilarakos: kvasilarakos@cox.net 

• OPA —  Paulina Watson, Dianna Scaccia: 

paulinawatson25@gmail.com, discaccia@gmail.com 

• Parish Council — Jim Manelis: jmanelis@aol.com 

• Philoptochos — Alex Anagnopoulos: 

aanagnopoulos2@msn.com 

• Safety & Security — Paul Katsenes, Socrates Papadopoulos: 

pkatsenes@cox.net 

• Sons of Pericles — Greg Vassiliou, Ted Fourlis: 

sonsofpericles283@gmail.com  

• Jr. & Sr. GOYA — Karla DeLord, Jacque Petroulakis: 

kpdelord@msn.com, jacquepetro@icloud.com 

• Stewardship — Sandy Meris: sandymeris@yahoo.com 

• Sunday School — Kalli Schneider: kalliopischneider@gmail.com 

• Wedding Coordinator — Terri Alexon: terrialexon@gmail.com 

• YAL 19-29 — Elliot Staikos: text 717-682-0550 

• YAL 30-49 — Nick Papas: npapas@yahoo.com 
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Who Knew A Year Could Be So Scary? 

 

My favorite daily comic strip... and, yes, I have a favorite... is the brilliant 

"Pearls Before Swine" strip penned by Stephen Pastis. A recent strip featured 

children visiting a neighbor for tricks-or-treats in their classic costumes until 

mouse and pig, two principal characters in the strip, appear at the neighbor's 

door wearing a 12-month calendar tableau titled "2020." 

 

The neighbor screams "Aaahhhhhh!!" as he retreats into his home. In the final 

frame mouse asks pig "Who knew a year could be so scary?" To this pig 

replies, "It was sad when he cried." Who knew indeed! 

 

Denise and I were previewing Christmas ornaments recently when she spotted 

one she liked but which was emblazoned with the year "2020" which 

prompted me to ask "Are we sure we want to bring that into the house?" We 

agreed that we could buy the ornament but scratch out the offending 

numerals. 

 

Clearly, this is and has been a challenging year for our nation and for our community. The COVID crisis, 

lingering well beyond the point we imagined it might, now serves as a backdrop for a parade of other 

crises. We can be excused for feeling worn down and insecure, echoing mouse's question "who knew a 

year could be so scary?" Few of the expectations we carried hopefully into 2020 made it unscathed past 

mid-March. 

 

Crises of this magnitude have a tremendous revelatory effect; bringing to the surface what lies within. For 

some, these disruptions catalyzed blame and bitterness while in others, humility and prayerfulness. Crises 

act as accelerants, launching us in the direction we are already facing, whether toward light or darkness, 

unity or division. 

 

Acting as a stress test, crises reveal which aspects of ourselves and our societies are broken and require 

amendment. So long as the normal placid order of our lives remained unchallenged, we had no need to 

address areas of weakness. What is the depth of my faith in God? How robust are my relationships? My 

marriage? How mature is my interior life of prayer? How connected am I to my home parish?  

 

Even deeper and more existential musings rise to the surface; Am I living a life consistent with my values? 

My upbringing? With my Orthodox Christian Faith? Or, Am I being prodded down the cattle chute by 

assumptions and choices I never made for myself? Whose life is this anyway? Crises offer the wise an 

opportunity to reassess and reevaluate these all-important questions. 

 

Periods of uncertainty and insecurity can be useful if our certainties and securities are misplaced. Holy 

Scripture reminds us; "put not your trust in princes, in the sons of man in whom there is no salvation," 

and "some boast of chariots and horses but we boast in the Name of our God; they will collapse and fall 

but we will rise and stand for good," and "lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth where moth and 

rust corrupt and where thieves break in and steal."   

 

Our Orthodoxy Christian Faith instructs us that the only secure foundation upon which solidity is to be 

found is on the "Chief Cornerstone," Jesus Christ. "Whoever hears these words of mine and acts upon 

them will be as a man who builds his house upon a rock." We need not look far into our own family 

narratives to discover inspiring moments of trials overcome through the resilient faith that is only forged 

in the fires of adversity. 

Message from Father Apostolos 

Message continued on page 4 
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               Photos by Presvytera Denise 

 

 

The weeks ahead will make clear for each of us the true condition of our life's foundations, whether on 

the shifting sands of a predictable social order or the solid Rock of Jesus Christ. Our fealty to Christ's Holy 

Church will continue to be tested, whether characterized as "Out of sight, out of mind," or by "Absence 

makes the heart grow fonder." whether predicated upon our political viewpoints or proceeding from 

humility, obedience, and repentance. 

 

At the end of this month we will celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday, albeit without the Black Friday 

exuberance which, of late, has overshadowed it as national retailers scale back their customary 

projections. It is helpful to recall from our school days that the Pilgrims offered thanks only after 

undergoing their own period tremendous loss with the aid of the people upon whose land they were 

welcomed as immigrants. 

 

We have much to be grateful for, even in these trying times. Life, somehow, carried on as we acclimated 

ourselves to new daily challenges. New skills have been learned, new insights gained. New blessings have 

been discovered, hiding in plain sight but long overlooked, for which we can be grateful. As a parish 

family, we can be grateful for the strength and wisdom of our Cathedral community. Time-tested and 

battle-hardened, it will take much more than a virus and wrenching socio-political upheavals to dislodge 

us from our faith! This is not "our first rodeo!"  

 

The landscape we will inhabit after these storms have passed will be different than that which seemed so 

stable 11 months ago. But it will be whatever we, guided by our love for Jesus Christ and for each other, 

are willing to work to create together. With the Psalmist, we can and ought to sing "The Lord is my Light 

and my Salvation, whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life, of whom then shall I be afraid?" 

 

May we rest secure in the bosom of Christ's Holy Church as we enter the Holiday Season! 

 

 

Rev. Father Apostolos Hill | Dean  

Fr. Apostolos’ Message continued from page 3 

First Sunday with Our Two Priests 

October 25, 2020 



 

                                                                                                                    5                                  Desert Springs November 2020 

 

If you were able to watch any of my ordinations, you heard a theme of 

thanksgiving and much credit going to Nativity of Christ Church in Novato as 

my “home parish” for raising me in the Church and on this path to the 

priesthood. I will be forever grateful to them for their role in raising me but I 

now look here and to you as truly my “home parish.” 

 

I must thank all of you for welcoming me and my family, Presbytera Laura and 

Max to your home and making it our home as well. Holy Trinity truly is a 

strong community, rooted in family and faith and it’s an honor to be serving 

you all. 

 

This past year and a half has been a great blessing in getting to know all of you 

as Pastoral Assistant and yet I felt something lacking. It made me think back to 

my days at seminary when we had hospital ministry, we would have to go to a hospital and “minister” to the 

people there. This generally entailed simply talking to random strangers in their hospital bed. Occasionally this 

would bring about a nice discussion on life but mostly was greeted with awkwardness as what I was doing 

was not special. My presence may have been comforting but it was nothing out of the ordinary. 

 

I expressed my frustration about this to a friend who had recently been ordained and he told me that it all 

changes when you’re ordained. It’s no longer you who are “ministering” but Christ. When you go to the 

hospital you bring Christ, in His Body and Blood, in the oil, the water, or simply in the Grace of HIS 

Priesthood that you unworthily bear. I do not minister, but Christ does. 

 

His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos also expressed this to me on the day of my ordination. He told me that 

as a priest, I am simply the “lighthouse” and Christ, as we know, is the Light of the world. 

 

And so it is now here with you. It is not I who minister, but Christ who ministers in me. I can promise you, 

whatever good comes from me is from God, whatever brings you closer to Him is from Him. Whatever is bad 

or deters your progress to God is my own shortcoming.  

 

And to be clear, this is why Father and I are here. I am not here to do anything but help bring Christ to your 

lives. Everything I will aim to do will be for this purpose. We can have the worst festival (or no festival in this 

case), everything falling apart around us, but if we all grow in Christ then it is a successful year.  

 

You may have noticed that we’re attempting to do 40 Days of Liturgies, this is not by accident, it’s not “just to 

practice” but really the purpose of the priesthood. The Priesthood is not a desk job. Yes, these things are 

sometimes necessary but the uniqueness of the Grace of the Priesthood is distributing the Sacraments and 

bringing the Grace of Christ to you all through my unworthiness. Join us at 8am any day! 

 

Everything I will do is with this aim, to bring Christ to you. Again, it is not me, there is nothing special about 

me, but Christ who will transform you. Everything I do will be with this aim, to make Christ the focal point of 

our lives. Any youth event, any time we are together, it will be to focus on Christ. 

 

Because you can get everything else anywhere else. You can do just the fun things anywhere, you can have the 

parea anywhere else, you can make friends anywhere else. You cannot find Christ anywhere else but His 

Church. If we make Him the focal point of everything we do, everything else will come into place beautifully. 

If we make Christ the center of what we do we will have people knocking down our door waiting to come 

in. This is our goal. A healthy community is a community that grows, that welcomes and integrates others into 

it seamlessly. This is our challenge here. We know we have the community, we have the love, we have Christ. 

We must share Him with the world and bring the world into us. This is my goal here and this is a team effort. 

Thank you all for everything you have done here to welcome me and make me able to minister and bring 

Christ to you all more fully. May Christ bless this vineyard which His right hand has planted and may it grow 

more fruitful than ever before. I have no doubt with Fr Apostolos as my mentor and coworker in Christ’s 

vineyard that we all can come together and open our doors to all to receive Christ. 

Message from Father Alexander 
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Light a Virtual Candle 

In this time more than ever we need prayer. 

For those not able to come to the Cathedral yet,  

we have set up this ability to light a candle virtually! 

 

Please click the link above and follow the instructions. 

Enter your name and the names of those you wish prayed for 

in the PayPal “Notes” section, 

and Father Apostolos or Father Alexander 

will light a candle and say a prayer for you. 

 

Light a Candle 

 

 

 

Hello Beloved Parishioners, 

 

It is with great joy that I have returned to Phoenix after my ordination to the Priesthood by His 

Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos in Novato, CA. Pres. Laura and I were saddened to not be with you 

all physically for the ordination but we most definitely felt your prayers and love all weekend. There is a 

tradition in our Church that the newly ordained celebrate 40 Days of Liturgies straight so we will 

endeavor to do this! Starting Wednesday, October 21, I will celebrate the Liturgy every day at 8am 

(except on Sundays when we will maintain our usual schedule). There will be no Orthros unless 

otherwise stated for great feasts (such as St. Demetrios on Monday the 26
th
).  

 

This is exciting for many reasons! Firstly, I am personally excited to celebrate as many Liturgies as 

possible, secondly, it also gives you more opportunities to pray (and possibly before work in the morning 

as well!), thirdly, it offers more and smaller opportunities for those of you “at-risk” with the virus who 

do not feel comfortable coming on Sunday.  

 

Fr. Apostolos and I look forward to seeing you in these Liturgies and as we move forward together in 

ministry seeking to bring our community closer together in Christ.  

 

In Christ, 

 

Father Alexander Eliades 

Message from Father Alexander 

https://holytrinityphx.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2537ebfc97159097009e7b6cf&id=41d6a27555&e=e72e02e4a4
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Stewardship 

By Sandy Meris 

 

In our Holy Trinity Family, October is known as "Festival Month." For 

the past 59 years our church family has come together to put together 

the best  and biggest Greek festival in the Southwest. And although 

this year we are all missing our festival, you can still help to keep that 

59-year tradition alive.  

 

Please join us by participating in our Festival Fundraiser Campaign. By now, each of you should have 

received in the mail the information regarding this campaign. Our goal is to raise $175,000 by November 

15th. And thanks to many of you we are well on our way to reaching that goal.  

 

Thanks to those of you listed below who have already contributed! And for those who haven't, now is 

the time to join us. Please find the attachments below for information on how to participate in our 

efforts. 

 

See pages 8, 9, & 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ REMEMBER THE CHURCH IN YOUR WILL+  

Go to www.holytrinityphx.org and then click on Stewardship 

 

We are excited to announce the next step in our re-opening process, we will no longer  

be requiring a pre sign-up to attend Liturgy going forward! The new process will be much 

simpler: when you arrive on Sunday morning, you will give your 

name outside the Narthex and you will be let in (of course still with 

a mask and observing all the precautions as before). This 

information will, as always, not be passed onto anyone, but simply 

kept in case we learn of a positive test and we will then inform all 

who attended that day. 

 

No need to sign-up, just come and worship with us! 

Sunday Sign-In Process! 

 

http://www.holytrinityphx.org
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Your Support Is Needed 
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OPA  
In Memory of our Son George, Dena & Nick Kantaros 

 

PAREA  
 

In Memory of Rev. Father James & Presbytera Catherine Tavlarides and Takie Tavlarides 
 

YIA MAS  
 

In Memory of Athena Choukalas, The Choukalas Family   
Paul, Lori, Tom & Bebe Katsenes  

The Manelis Family  
Socrates & Stephanie Papadopoulos  

The Petsas Family  
Catherine Wallerich 

Stephanie Yarusinsky 

Friends of the Festival 

YIA SOU  
 

Anonymous 
In Memory of George & Catherine Sarantes  

Mary & John Katsenes 
The Meris Family  
Bill & Jean Miller  

Alexi & Alexia Panagiotakopoulos  
 

AGAPI 
 

Anonymous  
In Memory of Tom & Wanda Contes, The Bracamonte 

Family  
Tina Karalekas  

Helen Katsufrakis  
Scott & Jill Leach 

Jacque & Chris Petroulakis  
John & Teresa Thomas  

Constantine & Stella Tsantilas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 

KEFI  
 

Anonymous  
Sheila M. Asala 

Chris & Rita Bruskas 
Jean & John Dal Pan 
Basil & Ruth Denaxas 

Georgana Frieh 
Pam, Dem, & Diana Georgelos  

Sandra & Demetri Harris 
In Memory of Harry Nickalew 

In Memory of Andrea B. Nicoluzakis 
Ronald & Virginia Kidd 

Emily Kimmell 
Elias & Mary Lampos  

Anna T. Manos  
Douglas C. & Anna V. Markakis  
Andrea & Edward McNamera 

Helen & Philip Mitchell 
Anastasia & Jeremy Oxley 

Nicole & David Pyle  
Lyda Rabbitt 

The Sgouros Family 
Mrs. Argyro Vasquez 

Ann & Bill Wilson-Camelback Coaching  
Chris & Kally Zacharos  

Zella Zannis   

OTHER  
 

James & Helen Bruno 
Mary Lou Mastorakos  

Georgia Pikoula  
Rose & Alex Rentzis 
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JOIN PHILOPTOCHOS 2020—2021 
 

We are the right hand of the Church! We would like you to know that membership to Philoptochos IS 

IMPORTANT for our community, the Archdiocese and Metropolis.   

 

Invitation to Philoptochos: 

 

NAME: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

       ___________________________________________________________ 

 

PHONE: (_____) _____________ CHECK #__________________________ AMOUNT: ________________________ 

 

$15 will be sent to the Archdiocese and $15 to the Metropolis. Any amount over $30 will be retained for our 

chapter charities and obligations. 

 

Mail your membership to: 

St. Katherine’s Philoptochos of HTC Membership 2020, 1973 E. Maryland Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85016 

Holy Trinity’s St. Katherine Philoptochos 

Alex Anagnopoulos, President 

St. Katherine faceted glass 

icon in the south wing of 

the Narthex. 

“FRIENDS OF THE POOR”  
An organization where membership is an honor & a privilege.  

JOIN & ENRICH YOUR LIFE!  

 

In honor of the glorious and  
long-waited ordination of Father  
Alexander, Philoptochos gifted  
Father with an Epigonation,  
representing the Holy Trinity. 
Axios! 

 
 



 

                                                                                                                    12                                  Desert Springs November 2020 

Holy Trinity’s St. Katherine Philoptochos 

Virtual Bake Sale! 

Coming Soon! 

Outside Meeting 

November monthly meeting—adapting to changes. 
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Desert Springs Subscription 
 

Enjoy color copies of Holy Trinity Cathedral’s Desert Springs delivered to you! 

 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address: _____________________________________________ 

 

City, ST, Zip: _______________________________________________ 

 

Contact Phone:  __________________________ 

 

Return this form to the Church Office or  

contact Kristen at 602-332-8809 

 

Liturgical Services will continue to be live streamed 

by Father Apostolos and Father Alexander until further notice. 

  

LIVE-STREAMING INSTRUCTIONS 

 

If you have Facebook, “Like” our Facebook page Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral - Phoenix, AZ 

You will receive updates when we are live. 

 

If you DO NOT have Facebook, go to holytrinityphx.org and follow the instructions on the home page. 

Photo by Paul Valonis 

Desert Springs Issues Available to Our Seniors 

or the computer-challenged! 

 

In an effort to reach our whole Parish Community with Cathedral news, issues of the Desert Springs will 

be available for FREE to those in our community who do not own or use a computer, tablet, or smart 

phone or would prefer to read the news in hard-copy print. Submit names to the Church Office or call or 

text Kristen at 602-332-8809.  

https://www.facebook.com/holytrinityphx.org/
http://www.holytrinityphx.org
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Endowment Fund 
      

 

Endowment gifts over $10,000 
 

Gabriel N. & Helen H. Papagallos   Faye Boukas                          George & Ann Souvall 

The DeMoss Families                              Dennis & Anastasia DeBerry  IMO+ Tasia Pritchard 

IMO+ Mary Montague    George & Koula Cheros                John George Thomas 

IMO+ John G. Zannaras                     IMO+  Dina  Sakellarakis              Steve & Joan Vrahas  

Steve & Judith Vrahas                    Dr. Nicholas Baziotes                 James & Connie Coin Contes 

Ange & Alex J, Pappas                            John & Mary Katsenes             

 

Endowment Fund donations over $1,000 
 

Dr. Christopher J. DeMoss 

 

In Memory gifts over $1,000 
 

IMO+ Stacy Hotis          IMO+ Danny Speros  IMO+ Mark Sprintz                

IMO+ Fr. James & Presb. Katherine Tavlarides          IMO+ Tom Contes 

IMO+ Athena Choukalas   IMO+ Leonard Mastorakos  IMO+ John Sgouros 

IMO+ Chris Gabriel    IMO+ Dr. Hugo Rangel  IMO+ Fr. Anthony Coniares 

IMO+ Milton & Harriett Sioles    IMO+ Koula Triantafyllou                                       

GIFT  DONATION  FORM 
 

Please list my endowment gift as follows: ____________________________________ 

 

Here is my Endowment gift, which I may add to, of $_____________ 

 

I plan to include the Holy Trinity Endowment fund in my  

Will___, my Living Trust___, or TOD*___ 

 

Signed:___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dated:____________ 

 

Donor, please sign and keep a copy for your records       

 

*TOD = transfer on death   

 

All gifts will be preserved in the archives of Holy Trinity Cathedral                            

 

Gifts of $10,000 or more may be made over a three year period. 

 

Thank You, and + God Bless You + for your generosity. 

             Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral  +  1973 E Maryland Phoenix AZ 85016    
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House of Stewards 

Through 10/30/2020 

Panagiota Agelakos 

Peter & Sarah Agnos 

Dorothy Ainslie 

Evan & Terri Alexon 

Dina Anagnopoulos 

Mike & Alex Anagnopoulos  

Nikki C. Anest 

Bettina Angelos 

John & Sandy Annos 

John Antoniadis 

Elaine Apostle 

Sheila Asala 

Chris & Angie Athens 

Christina Bakavelou & Chris Perry 

Helen & Constantine Balanis 

Diana Balos  

Ted & Rebecca Barabatis 

Alexandra Bates 

Scott & Stacey Beaty 

George & Stacy Benetos 

Vicki & Dan Bichekas 

Peter & Jennifer Bilitsis 

Vasiliki Bilitsis 

Helen A. Bixenman 

Anthony Boyd 

Oscar & Heidi Bracamonte 

Helen & James Bruno 

Chris & Georgia Brusalis 

Chris & Rita Bruskas 

Kristen Bruskas 

Kathrene Carras 

Frank & Alice Carris  

Dawn & Casey Cartier 

Kate Chames 

Laurel Charnas-Schiller & Todd Schiller 

George & Alexandra Chondropoulos 

Harriet Chotras 

Jim Chotras  

Athena Choukalas 

Kim & Pete Choukalas 

Katherine & Jeffrey Clarke 

Martha Rose Columbus 

Andrew & Mara Contes  

Connie & James Contes 

Ed & Angie Cooper 

Jean & John Dal Pan 

Nick & Sharon Daniolos 

Stefanos & Tiffany Daniolos 

Patty Davis  

Rebecca Davis 

Len & Elaine Debickero 

Hercules Alexander Dellas 

Patrick & Karla Delord 

Joanne Demangus 

Tom & Irene Demas 

John & Mary Demetropoulos 

Bill C. DeMoss 

Charles C. DeMoss 

Chris DeMoss 

John & Marjorie DeMoss  

Michael & Maureen DeMoss 

Ruth & Basil Denaxas 

Alexandros & Erika Dimitriadis 

Homer & Doree Drakos  

Stanley & Fran Drozdz 

Denise Dye 

Kathryn Dye 

Caroline & Kostas Economopoulos  

Dena & Christos Economopoulos 

James Elam & Lisa Glitsos Elam 

Rev. Fr. Alexander & Presv. Laura Eliades  

Ed & Katherine Fancher  

Jeff & Judy Farr 

Greg Hernandez 

Helen Fernandez 

Athanase & Georgia Fourlis 

Ted & Andi Fourlis  

Tim & Antonette Fraenkel 

Georgana Frieh 

George & Julie Froumis 

Chris & Catherine Frye 

Niki Ganolis 

Demetra Georgelos 

Diana Georgelos 

Pamela Georgelos 

Dinos & Koula Georges 

Andreanna Georgiou 

Christina & Thomas Georgiou 

John Giannopoulos 

Constantine & Kristen Ginakes  

John & Polly Ginakes 

Stella Glitsos 

Jeremy & Athena Gonzales 

Eva Goodman 

Bill & Lynn Graham 

Gina Graham 

Mary Haidos  

Donald Hall 

Terry G. Harper 

Patsy Harris 

Stephanie & Gregory Heckel 

Gregory Hill 

Rev. Fr. Apostolos & Presv. Denise Hill 

Bessie Hotis 

Pavlos Kairis  

Linda & James Kalivas 

Pete & Nicole Kamboukos 

Roula & Basilis Kaneris 

Dena & Nick Kantaros 

Jean Kantaros & William King  

William & Harriet Kapolas 

Christina Karalekas 

Virginia S. Karegeannes 

Julie Karoutas 

James & Joann Karros  

Leonidas & Fotini Katrakis 

Christos & Kelley Katsanos 

Niki & George Katsaros 

Mary & John Katsenes  

Lori & Paul Katsenes 

Thomas Katsenes  

Helen Katsufrakis 

Poppy & Jim Kavouris 

Fanny Kechajias 

Cathy Keyser 

Virginia & Ronald Kidd 

Emily Kimmell 

Maria Kompos 

Spiros & Maria Kontakis 

Kostadinos & Anatoli Kostouros 

Angela & Dean Koumontzis 

Nikolas Koziris  

Elizabeth & Johnny Kratsas 

Nick & Marina Kretsedemas 

Tammy Kretsedemas 

James & JoAnne Kruljac 

Debbie Kunkel 

Andreas & Cindy Kyprianou 

Tassie Ladas  

Anastasia Laitsas 

John & Angie Lambrou 

Judith Lamond  

Mary & Elias Lampos 

Mary Levendi 

Lea & Mike Linaris 

Maria & Luke Lipnos  

Gregory Lizanich 

Efterpi Lourias 

Stephanie & James Machas 

Maria & Martin Maciejewski 

Daniel MacInnis 

Aristotle & Evelyne Macrodimitris   

Marika Makridis 

Margarita Makris 

Julie & Felix Mamani 

Donna & Jim Manelis 

Bette Maniatis  

Maria Maniatis 

Anna Manos 

Rina & William Marinakos 

Douglas & Anna Markakis  

Leonard & Mary Lou Mastorakos  

Steve & Mari Mastorakos 

Katerina Matheos 

Stefan D. Matheos 

Nick Maydanis 
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House of Stewards 

Continued from page 15 

 

Pamela Maydanis  

Peter & Chriss Maydanis 

Angela & Chris Mead  

Joanne Meris 

Sandy & Will Meris 

Anthony & Tania Miaoulis 

Angie Miller  

Jean & William Miller 

Paul N. Miller 

Andrew Mitchell 

Helen & Philip Mitchell 

Spyro & Effie Mousses 

William & Hannah Neal 

Matthew & Sophia Neumann 

Jerry & Kathy New 

Edna Nicely & Peter Michas  

John & Maria Nicholas 

Evelyn Nickalew 

Anthony Nicoluzakis 

AnnaMarie Nieblas 

Angelo & Marta Ntatsos 

Jeremy & Anastasia Oxley 

Else Paletsos 

Elizabeth Palmer 

Alexander & Alexia Panagiotakopoulos 

Christo & Connie Panagiotakopoulos 

Phillip & Eleni Panagiotoglou 

Sofia Panagiotoglou 

Bill & Soula Papadopoulos 

Chrysoula & George Papadopoulos 

Stephanie & Socrates Papadopoulos 

Anastasia Papaioannou 

Alex & Olga Papamatheakis 

Betty Papas 

Nicholas J. Papas 

Rita & Spyros Papaspyrou 

Nicholas & Stacy Papatzimas 

Vassilia Papatzimas 

Angeline Pappas 

Irene Pappas  

John J. & Andrea M. Pappas  

Daniel & Anna Pardhe 

Athena Parmenter 

Amy Paul 

Christiana Paviet 

Katherine & Kai-Henning Pedersen 

Dina & John Pesognelli 

Fotini & Dean Pestrivas 

Zoe Pestrivas  

Kathy & Bill Petsas 

Nicholas & Laurel Petsas 

Michael & TeAnn Philippis 

Brian & Athena Pickett 

Georgia Pikoula 

Mary & Andreas Poulakidas 

Kay & George Poulos 

Panagiotes & Anthipe Pries 

Chris & Juli Pritsos 

Nicole & David Pyle 

Bertha Quinn 

Lydia Rabbitt 

Cal & Angela Raup 

Alex & Rose Rentzis 

Milton & Voula Rentzis 

Maria & Curt Ruttle 

Lois Sakkas  

Dimitra & James Sampson 

Paul Sarantes 

John Schneider 

Warren & Kalli Schneider 

George & Angela Scopelianos 

Diane Sedlacek 

Chris & Terry Seretis 

George & Traci Sgouros 

John Siavelis 

Elyse Sioles  

Robert & Donna Sioles 

Evi & George Skintzis 

Elias & Phyllis Skoubis 

John Jr. & Toni Smirniotis 

Constantin Solomon 

Pam & Jim Solomon 

Carol Sowers  

Angelo & Marie Spanos  

Rachel & Leo Speliopoulos  

James & Christina Speros  

Elias & Theodora Staikos  

Kathryn & Jim Stamadianos 

Nitsa & Gerry Stamatelatos 

Christine & Andrew Stamatis 

Mihai Sutu 

Tony Tangalos  

Despina Tavlarides  

William & Rebecca Tavlarides 

Nick & Effie Theodore 

Gus & Mary Louise Theodoropoulos 

Jim G. Thomas 

John & Teresa Thomas  

Dcn. John & Diak. Mary Thrasher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kathy & Thad Tropea 

Stella & Constantine Tsantilas 

Dimitrios Tsioutsiopoulos 

Katherine & Constantine Tzavaras 

Daniel Valenzuela  

Peter & Lindsay Vardalos 

Kristen Vasilarakos 

Argyro Vasquez 

Scott & Terri Vaughn 

Adam & Lea Venetis 

Connie & George Venetis 

Stephanie Venetis 

Peter & Maria Vlahos 

Andrew & Sandy Vlahoulis 

Steve & Mary Vrahas  

Nicole Wakamatsu 

Ken & Angela Walker  

Catherine Wallerich 

Jaclyn & Matthew Walsh 

Paula & Colin Walsh 

Paulina & Doug Watson 

Garrett Widner  

Dennis & Rose Wolfe 

Christina & Michael Wombacher 

Richard & Katina Wood 

Niki & George Zafiraki 

Anthony & Karen Zaman 

Eugenia & Dimitrios Zannis 

Katherine & George Zannis  

Zella Zannis  

Evangelia Zikos  

Kostas & Margarita Zistas 

Christina & Michael Zistatsis 

Eleanna Zistatsis 

Dimitrios Zistatsis 

Ann Zoukis 
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Father Alexander’s Ordination 

October 17 & 18, 2020 

 

Photos by Mellas Media 
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Father Alexander’s Celebration! 

October 25, 2020 
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St. Nectarios Books & Beyond 

By Rita Papaspyrou  

 

 

On November 9
th
 we commemorate  

Saint Nektarios the Wonderworker 

 

Saint Nektarios was born in Selyvria of Thrace on October 11, 

1846. After putting himself through school in Constantinople 

with much hard labor, he became a monk on Chios in 1876, 

receiving the monastic name of Lazarus; because of his virtue, a year later he was 

ordained deacon, receiving the new name of Nektarios. Under the patronage of 

Patriarch Sophronius of Alexandria, Nektarios went to Athens to study in 1882; 

completing his theological studies in 1885, he went to Alexandria, where Patriarch 

Sophronius ordained him priest on March 23, 1886 in the Cathedral of Saint 

Sabbas, and in August of the same year, in the Church of Saint Nicholas in Cairo, 

made him Archimandrite. Archimandrite Nektarios showed much zeal both for 

preaching the word of God, and for the beauty of God's house. He greatly 

beautified the Church of Saint Nicholas in Cairo, and years later, when Nektarios 

was in Athens, Saint Nicholas appeared to him in a dream, embracing him and telling him he was going 

to exalt him very high.  

 

On January 15, 1889, in the same Church of Saint Nicholas, Nektarios was consecrated Metropolitan of 

Pentapolis in eastern Libya, which was under the jurisdiction of Alexandria. Although Nektarios' swift 

ascent through the degrees of ecclesiastical office did not affect his modesty and childlike innocence, it 

aroused the envy of lesser men, who convinced the elderly Sophronius that Nektarios had it in his heart 

to become Patriarch. Since the people loved Nektarios, the Patriarch was troubled by the slanders. On 

May 3, 1890, Sophronius relieved Metropolitan Nektarios of his duties; in July of the same year, he 

commanded Nektarios to leave Egypt. 

 

"Without seeking to avenge or even to defend himself, the innocent Metropolitan left for Athens, where 

he found that accusations of immorality had arrived before him. Because his good name had been soiled, 

he was unable to find a position worthy of a bishop, and in February of 1891 accepted the position of 

provincial preacher in Euboia; then, in 1894, he was appointed dean of the Rizarios Ecclesiastical School 

in Athens. Through his eloquent sermons, his unwearying labours to educate fitting men for the 

priesthood, his generous alms deeds despite his own poverty, and the holiness, meekness, and fatherly 

love that were manifest in him, he became a shining light and a spiritual guide to many.  

 

At the request of certain pious women, in 1904 he began the building of his convent of the Holy Trinity 

on the island of Aegina while yet dean of the Rizarios School; finding later that his presence there was 

needed, he took up his residence on Aegina in 1908, where he spent the last years of his life, devoting 

himself to the direction of his convent and to very intense prayer; he was sometimes seen lifted above 

the ground while rapt in prayer.  

 

He became the protector of all Aegina, through his prayers delivering the island from drought, healing 

the sick, and casting out demons. Here also he endured wicked slanders with singular patience, forgiving 

his false accusers and not seeking to avenge himself. Although he had already worked wonders in life, an 

innumerable multitude of miracles have been wrought after his repose in 1920 through his holy relics, 

which for many years remained incorrupt. There is hardly a malady that has not been cured through his 

prayers; but Saint Nektarios is especially renowned for his healings of cancer for sufferers in all parts of 

the world. 
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Holy Trinity  

Sunday School  
 

is looking for parents and young 

adults to teach our youth when 

Sunday School resumes. This is a 

great opportunity to ensure our 

youth grow up knowing their 

Orthodox faith. 

 

If interested, please contact 

Kalli Schneider:  

kalliopischneider@gmail.com  

Sunday School 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS BACK! 
every Sunday 
at 10:40am 
 

Join us every Sunday in the Cathedral 
for a 15-minute Sunday School 
discussion and lesson with Father 
Apostolos and Alexander. 
They are excited to see all the kids' 
faces and connect with them!  
 

The focus will be 
"making 
connections and 
building 
relationships". 
All kids who are 
Sunday School age 
(Kindergarten 
through High School) 
are encouraged to participate. 
 

We look forward to seeing all of our 
youth on Sunday! 

 

Teacher John 

Schneider leads a 

talk with youth on  

November 1, 2020 

mailto:kalliopischneider@gmail.com
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Rain In The Desert 
 

Link to recordings of Father’s 

sermons: http://

www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/rain  

Sermons can also be found on the Cathedral 

website at www.holytrinityphx.org. 

Our Church Family 

 

Baptism 

“For as many of you as 

were baptized into Christ 

have put on Christ.”  

Galatians 3:27  

 

10/24/2020 

Marina Chloe Contes 

daughter of Margaret & Andrew Contes 

Godparents: Lauren & John Hecht 

God’s Blessings be upon her. 

 

 

Wedding 

“Oh Lord our God, crown 

them with glory and 

honor.”  

 

10/2/2020 

Katerina Eleni Matheos & Wesley Patrick Baker 

Sponsor: Stefan David Matheos  

God grant them many years. 

 

 

Funerals 

“Surely goodness and mercy 

shall follow me all the days of 

my life; and I shall dwell in the 

House of the Lord forever.”  

Psalm 23:6  

 

10/3/2020:  

John Ginakes 

May his memory be eternal. 

 

10/7/2020:  

Vaios Tsanos 

May his memory be eternal. 

 

10/16/2020: 

Angelo G. Ntatsos 

May his memory be eternal. 

 

10/17/2020:   

Brian Haugen 

May his memory be eternal. 

Desert 

Diamonds 

Senior Parishioners 

and their guests 

 

 

 
 

Julie Karoutas  

email: juliekaroutas@gmail.com 

cell: 623-313-8720 call or text 

Maintenance Corner 

 

The Maintenance Committee has 

been working on several accidents 

that have occurred on our campus. 

We have had two cars crash into 

two areas, causing damage to our 

property. We are currently working 

on the repair of the west entry wall and have 

completed repairs to east side fencing.  

 

Church operations have resumed with CV 

restrictions and the Valonis brothers have been 

diligent in our cleaning procedures to ensure 

everyone’s safety.  

 

We are also working on items for attention with 

our annual building and fire inspections.  

 

Contact: 

Ted Fourlis 

Peter Bilitsis 

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral 

Maintenance Committee 

602-625-8835 

htcmaintenance1973@gmail.com 

See you soon! 

http://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/rain
http://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/rain
http://www.holytrinityphx.org
mailto:juliekaroutas@gmail.com
mailto:htcmaintenance1973@gmail.com
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AHEPA Chapter 219 
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AHEPA Chapter 219 
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AHEPA Chapter 219 
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OPA—Orthodox Parents Association 

Dianna Scaccia, Co-President 

Paulina Watson, Co-President 

 cjecomom@gmail.com, 

Paulina Watson 

602-740-9350 

Paulinawatson25@gmail.com 

Dianna Scaccia 

602-323-4615 

discaccia@gmail.com 

Want to get involved? 

The Little Lambs Youth Group 

is looking for an energetic parent or young adult  

that would like to assist for the  

2020-21 Activity Year. 

 

Little Lambs Group = newborns to Kindergarten 

 

If interested, please contact Angela Scopelianos 

angelagarozzo@gmail.com or (913) 638-5991  

mailto:cjecomom@gmail.com
mailto:Paulinawatson25@gmail.com
mailto:discaccia@gmail.com
mailto:angelagarozzo@gmail.com
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Tell Us Something Good 

 

Young Marrieds Seminar 


