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To the many recent visitors  
and newcomers— 

we’re glad you’re here! 

http://www.holytrinityphx.org
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Rev. Economos Apostolos Hill 

Rev. Alexander Eliades 

Rev. Deacon John Thrasher  

 

Office Hours:  

Monday–Thursday, 9:00am–3:00pm  

 

Sunday Worship  

Cathedral  

8:00am Orthros  

9:30am Divine Liturgy  

 

Desert Springs Staff  

Rev. Apostolos Hill, 

Theological Advisor/Editor-In-Chief  

Kristen Vasilarakos, Layout/Composition  

602-332-8809, kvasilarakos@cox.net 

 

Desert Springs Deadline  

The 25th of each month  

 

Sunday Bulletin Deadline  

Wednesdays, 12 noon  

 

Church Office Email Addresses  

Father Apostolos Hill 

htpriest@holytrinityphx.org  

papoulihill@gmail.com 

 

Father Alexander Eliades 

aelides@holytrinityphx.org 

  

Office Manager Natalie Lewis 

AdminAssist@holytrinityphx.org 

 

Church Front Desk 

htfrontoffice@holytrinityphx.org 

 

Church Caretakers 

Terry, Paul, and Dimitri Valonis 

 

Holy Trinity Bookstore 

info@stnectariosphx.org 

 

2021 Parish Council Members  

Paul Katsenes—President 

Connie Contes—Vice President 

Jim Manelis—Treasurer 

Dina Anagnopoulos—Assistant Treasurer 

Andi Fourlis—Secretary 

Charlie DeMoss, Sandy Meris, 

Socrates Papadopoulos 

 

Holy Trinity Cathedral Website 

www.holytrinityphx.org 

 

Metropolis of San Francisco Website 

www.SanFran.goarch.org 

 

Archdiocese Website 

www.goarch.org 

Organization Contacts  

 

• AHEPA — Col. Mike Torrealday: tdayf16@cox.net  

• All Saints Camp — Evan Tsagaris: etsagaris89@gmail.com 

• Altar Servers — Deacon John Thrasher, David Haag, Chris 

 Francis: thrasheraz@cox.net, davidmhaag@yahoo.com, 

 battersbox7@yahoo.com 

• Bible Study — Father Apostolos Hill: papoulihill@gmail.com 

• Bookstore — Rita Papaspyrou: rzakher@gmail.com 

• Byzantine Choir — George Duvall: phxchantor@cox.net 

• Choir — Terri Alexon: htphxmusicdirector@gmail.com 

• Dance — Niko Panagiotakopoulos: npanos01@yahoo.com 

• Daughters of Penelope — Angie Lambrou: 

angie.lambrou@cox.net 

• Desert Diamonds (50+) — Julie Karoutas: 

juliekaroutas@gmail.com 

• Epistle Readers — Presvytera Denise Hill: 

denkevhill83@gmail.com 

• Family Wellness — Lindsay Vardalos, Leah Venetis  

• Feed Those in Need — Christine Stamatis: cstamatis@cox.net 

• Greek Festival — Nick Kretsedemas, Angelo Pestrivas: 

niko.37@cox.net 

• Greek School — Irene Mackos: eirinie@gmail.com  

• Hellenic Museum — Bessie Hotis: call 602-953-1913 

• HOPE & JOY — Nikki Forman: ntheo426@hotmail.com 

• Little Lambs — Angela Scopelianos: 

angelagarozzo@gmail.com 

• Maintenance — Peter Bilitsis, Ted Fourlis: 

htcmaintenance1973@gmail.com 

• Myrrhbearers — Stacey Beaty: staceybeaty@live.com 

• Narthex Outreach — Kristen Vasilarakos: 

kvasilarakos@cox.net 

• OPA —  Paulina Watson, Dianna Scaccia: 

paulinawatson25@gmail.com, discaccia@gmail.com 

• Parish Council — Jim Manelis: jmanelis@aol.com 

• Philoptochos — Alex Anagnopoulos: 

aanagnopoulos2@msn.com 

• Safety & Security — Paul Katsenes, Socrates Papadopoulos: 

pkatsenes@cox.net 

• Sons of Pericles — Greg Vassiliou, Ted Fourlis: 

sonsofpericles283@gmail.com  

• Jr. & Sr. GOYA — Karla DeLord, Jacque Petroulakis: 

kpdelord@msn.com, jacquepetro@icloud.com 

• Stewardship — Sandy Meris: sandymeris@gmail.com 

• Sunday School — Kathy New 

• Wedding Coordinator — Terri Alexon: 

terrialexon@gmail.com 

• YAL — Alexander Harding: text 480-626-3149 
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Emerging Ministries 

 

Summer is a great time to catch up on one's 

reading list! And the most impactful book I've read 

this summer is titled "Canoeing the Mountains" by 

Tod Bolsinger who uses the term "Adventuring" to 

describe Adaptive Leadership. Adventuring entails 

trying new things and valiantly assessing one's 

opportunities and challenges in a reality-based and 

hopeful way. 

 

One of Bolsinger's statements about Adventuring hit home; "You'll know you are on the right path when 

you pile up a string of failures behind you." Seems an odd thing to say, doesn't it? But his point is solid! 

Adaptive leadership requires courage and a willingness to chart a course "off the map," that is, away from 

the tried and tired methods and activities of bygone eras.  

 

In the spirit of this Adventuring model, Holy Trinity is launching two "new" parish ministries; a Home-

based Small Group Ministry, and a Parish Leadership Development Ministry. I place "new" in parentheses 

since neither are truly new so much as neglected in recent years. 

 

Home-based Small Groups are very familiar to me since my parents were small group leaders in the 

church of my childhood. These Friday night casual get-togethers were a fantastic way to build strong 

friendships in our family's church which sat over 1,000 people and conducted two Sunday morning 

services.  

 

Small groups allow those new to a parish to connect with others beyond the few moments available on 

a Sunday. Our Holy Trinity Catechism Ministry will introduce seekers to the Orthodox Faith, but only 

you can embrace them into the parish family. Small groups are very effective in reaching out to long-

absent parish members and reconnecting with old friends. 

 

The aim of Home-based Small Groups is primarily relationship building. Yes, training will be provided for 

those interested in hosting a group. A simple blueprint is available from our sister Cathedral in San 

Francisco which has a thriving small group ministry. Of course, we'll talk about Jesus in our groups 

because that's what we do! We already have four Cathedral families eager to begin hosting small groups 

and I invite you to become a host family as well! 

 

The Parish Leadership Development Ministry is already underway with many of us reading the "Canoeing 

the Mountains" book. But I know that many others will love to join us as we discuss this Adaptive 

Leadership model based on Adventuring and navigating the uncharted path ahead of us in our "post-

Christendom world."  

 

Our aim is to enjoy casual, home-based reflections in the weeks ahead and to ask God for discernment as 

we embrace the opportunity to adventure together. But beyond this initial foray, other Parish Leadership 

Training modules will emerge. Our Archdiocese Youth and Young Adult Ministry has produced an 

incredible program called "Effective Christian Ministry."  

 

This mentor-based ministry is designed to educate and to 

Message from Father Apostolos 

Fr. Apostolos’ Message continued on page 4 
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equip parish youth and young adult ministers (which is everyone who interacts with parish youth in any 

capacity!) for the essential work of cultivating lively faith in Jesus Christ in the souls and hearts of our 

parish children.  

 

Think of the Parish Leadership Development Ministry as equal parts reading group, think-tank, and action 

team! The work of the Gospel must be accomplished and the landscape beneath our feet has been 

dramatically and rapidly altered. But rather than decry this irreducible fact as a grave tragedy, we can—

with the grace and strength of God—embrace the challenge in confidence! I would love you to join us, 

particularly you young adults! 

 

These are but two emerging parish ministries at Holy Trinity. There will be others! And if the Lord has 

placed on your hearts a vitally needed ministry we are lacking, whether new and untried or simply 

neglected and forgotten, I'd love to hear from you and how learn how you can help!    

 

Rev. Father Apostolos Hill | Dean 

Fr. Apostolos’ Message continued from page 3 

Youth and Young Adults with Father Alexander 

Various Sundays in July 

“Donuts with Father” and a YA Forum 
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 Why Statement 

 

“To be a welcoming community sharing Christ’s love 
through faith and service” 

 

Where there is no vision, the people will perish.” Proverbs 29:18 
 
 
Why does Holy Trinity Cathedral exist? And why would anyone want to join our church? The most 
critical question any person, parish or ministry must answer is, why are you here? 
 

As you may recall, our Parish Council went through a strategic planning exercise for our Cathedral 
and shared that plan with the parish at last fall’s Parish Assembly. The primary focus of the plan 
encompasses four pillars; Community, Youth, Culture and Campus all of which support the foundation which 
is, our Faith. 
 

We took that strategic plan one step further to articulate a short, compelling and inspirational reason 
why our parish exists and why anyone would want to join us. And in fact, “why statements” have a 
Biblical basis…”Men, WHY are you doing these things?” Acts 14:14. 
 

We were blessed to be led on this “Why Discovery Process” by Bill Marianes who has been supporting 
parishes in our Metropolis on their journey to creating a true culture of Christian stewardship which 
extends far beyond monetary contributions, but is a transformative way of leading a life in Christ. Mr. 
Marianes is a devout Greek Orthodox Christian who has devoted the last 36 years working with 
national, regional, individual church communities, clergy and faithful to understand and implement 
true stewardship, engaged discipleship, and consensus vision and strategic planning. 
 

While participating in these Metropolis stewardship seminars we realized the importance of creating a 
“why statement” for Holy Trinity. This “why statement” essentially sharpens our strategic plan to a 
fine point. One that we can clearly express in a single sentence. As a result we are proud to introduce 
you to Holy Trinity Cathedral’s “why statement,” “To be a welcoming community sharing Christ’s love 
through faith and service.”  
 

Our hope is that this statement will inspire our parishioners to be more welcoming, more engaged in 
the divine services, more active in our ministries, more curious about our faith, more service-oriented 
to others and called to true stewardship and engaged discipleship.  
 

We also hope that when a newcomer or visitor reads this statement on our bulletin or on our website 
that it calls them to want to be a part of our church family. 
 

We pray this statement will inspire us to continue lifting Holy Trinity Cathedral to reach its greatest 
potential and that we all find personal inspiration to grow in our faith and become closer to our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. May we all continue to work together “to be a welcoming community 
sharing Christ’s love through faith and service.”  
 
With Love in Christ, 
 
Rev. Apostolos Hill 
Rev. Alexander Eliades 
All Members of Holy Trinity’s Parish Council 
All Members of Holy Trinity’s Stewardship Team 
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Stewardship 

By Sandy Meris 

 

 

To be a welcoming community sharing Christ’s love  

through faith and service 

 

 

August means the sweetness of summer is coming to an end and the new Ecclesiastical year is just around 

the corner. So many positive things are happening at Holy Trinity that we are excited to share with 

you!.... 

 

Sunday School is back! 

A new robust and engaging Sunday School is in the works with new teachers, new leadership and a new 

curriculum. Sunday School will resume in September. Registration begins soon.  

 

2021 Phoenix Greek Festival - 60th Anniversary! 

We are excited to announce that our beloved festival is happening October 8, 9, 10. And this will be the 

60th Anniversary of our festival. We need “all hands on deck” to make this one a record breaker. Your 

assistance is needed to set up before the festival; break down and clean up after the festival as well as 

work various shifts throughout the weekend. Let’s come together in faith and fellowship to work 

together with our fellow parishioners to show everyone why we are the best Greek Festival in the state! 

 

Ministry Sunday 

Join us for our annual Ministry Sunday on September 12th during coffee hour. We invite you to visit each 

ministry’s table where they will showcase the wonderful things they do both in our parish and in the 

community and how you can get involved. We challenge and encourage you to consider joining 

something new.  

 

Coffee, Coffee, Coffee! 

We all love our Coffee Hour following Liturgy….and well, we all love coffee period! And we are 

grateful to AHEPA for donating a brand new coffee maker in the kitchen as well as a new ice machine. 

Two of the most needed and highly used items on our campus! Thank you to our AHEPAns for your 

continued kindness and generosity! 

 

Campus Improvements 

As you may recall, Holy Trinity was awarded a campus security grant from the Department of Homeland 

Security. Those improvements are already underway. We have installed a new parking lot gate adjacent 

to the Community Center and new, upgraded locks have been installed on the Cathedral doors. These 

are just a few of the improvements that will take place around our campus to ensure the continued safety 

and security of all of our parishioners. 

 

As you can see there is a lot of good news to share. You can do your part and continue to support Holy 

Trinity by being a steward in good standing so that we may continue to do God’s work and be a 

“welcoming community sharing Christ’s love through faith and service.” 
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+REMEMBER THE CHURCH IN YOUR WILL+ 

A Great Opportunity to Save Taxes and 

Help Holy Trinity 

Submitted by Charles DeMoss 

  

Parishioners aged 70½ and older can take tax-free distributions from their Individual Retirement 

Accounts (IRAs) and have those funds directly transferred from their financial institutions to Holy Trinity 

Cathedral.  These sums will count toward any required minimum distribution (RMD) that the IRA must 

satisfy for the year. Distributions can be made in any amount up to $100,000 per year. 

 

We are asking our parishioners to consider this strategy as a way to benefit our church.   

 

Please contact your financial and tax advisors before initiating this strategy. 

 

Please join us for our annual Ministry Sunday on  
Sunday, September 12th during Coffee Hour.  

This is an opportunity for our ministries to host tables  
and showcase all of the wonderful things they do  

in the community and for our parish.  
 

It also gives our parishioners an opportunity to sign up, get involved 
and possibly check out a new ministry.  

Challenge yourself to join something new!  

 

MINISTRY SUNDAY 
Sunday, September 12, During Coffee Hour 

2018 
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Click HERE for the Original Phoenix Greek Festival Site! 
 

2021 Greek Festival is On! 

 

The longest-running, largest ethnic festival in the Valley resumes with Greek food, music, dancing, 

jewelry, art, grocery items and activities for kids at the  

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox  

Speros Community Center 

1973 E. Maryland Avenue 

Phoenix, AZ 85016 

Friday, Oct. 8, 5pm – 10pm 

Saturday, Oct. 9, 11am – 10pm 

Sunday, Oct. 10, 11am - 6pm  

 

Admission $5.00 for an entire day of food and 

fun. Children under 12 free.  

Seniors 60+ free Saturday 11am – 3pm only.  

For information, please go to 

www.phoenixgreekfestival.org.     

 

The Phoenix Greek Festival is run entirely by volunteers. Proceeds benefit Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 

Cathedral ministries, including youth programs that build camaraderie, character and commitment to 

community. The philanthropic arm of the church aids UMOM, Kids ’n’ Cancer and other community 

charities.    

Original Phoenix Greek Festival 

October 8, 9, & 10, 2021 

Volunteering leads to good times with family, friends—

and those that soon will become good friends! 

http://www.phoenixgreekfestival.org
http://www.phoenixgreekfestival.org
http://www.phoenixgreekfestival.org
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JOIN PHILOPTOCHOS 2021 
 

We are the right hand of the Church! We would like you to know that membership to Philoptochos IS 

IMPORTANT for our community, the Archdiocese and Metropolis.   

 

Invitation to Philoptochos: 

 

NAME: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

      ___________________________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

PHONE: (_____) _____________ CHECK #__________________________ AMOUNT: ________________________ 

 

 

$15 will be sent to the Archdiocese and $15 to the Metropolis. Any amount over $30 will be retained for our 

chapter charities and obligations. 

 

Mail your membership to: 

St. Katherine’s Philoptochos of HTC Membership 2021, 1973 E. Maryland Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85016 

Holy Trinity’s St. Katherine Philoptochos 

Alex Anagnopoulos, President 

St. Katherine faceted glass 

icon in the south wing of 

the Narthex. 

“FRIENDS OF THE POOR”  
An organization where membership is an honor & a privilege.  

JOIN & ENRICH YOUR LIFE!  

 

Next Meeting on 

Thursday, September 2, 2021 

6:00pm  

IN PERSON 

Speros Community Center 

 

 
 

 
 

Our Chapter Hosted 

the June Coffee Socials 

 

Thank you to Zoe Pestrivas 

for heading up each of the 

weekly socials!  

 

...And then 

Zoe organized 

the remaining 

July Coffee 

Socials— 

Thank you! 
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Holy Trinity’s St. Katherine Philoptochos 

Our Chapter Gave Out 
 

$5,000 
 

in Scholarships! 

 

The ladies of Philoptochos were pleased to offer three $1,000 and four $500 scholarships 

to our Holy Trinity Cathedral students for the fall of 2021.  

 

When you support Philoptochos, you are supporting many projects and charities like the 

student scholarships we give each year. Below we’ve listed the scholarship recipients and 

are so proud and pleased for each of these outstanding students. 

 

    $1,000:     $500: 

   Theodore Annos    Eleni Debickero  

   Dominic Tropea    Matt Dye  

   Eva Vardalos    Angelina Tadros  

         Staci Vaughn  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Chapter 2021-2023 Board: 

PRESIDENT - Alex Anagnopoulos 

1ST VICE-PRESIDENT - Kristen Vasilarakos 

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT - Cathy Keyser 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - Lois Sakkas 

RECORDING SECRETARY - Georgi Frieh  

TREASURER - Patty Davis  

ASSISTANT TREASURER - Georgia Fourlis 

ADVISOR - Mary Louise Theodoropoulos  

Julie Karoutas  

Julie Mamani  

Zoe Pestrivas 

Connie Venetis  
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Philoptochos Hosted a 

FREE Feast Day & Father’s Day Lunch on June 20th!  

Holy Trinity’s St. Katherine Philoptochos 
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Altar Boys 

battersbox7@yahoo.com 

OPA 2021—2023 

Altar Boy Meeting on 08/15/2021 

 

The Altar boys are back and looking for 

help! If you are interested and would like 

to learn more about this service, join Chris 

Francis and team on  

August 15th after Divine Liturgy. 

battersbox7@yahoo.com 

Zoom meeting LINK: 

 

Topic: OPA General Meeting 2021  

Time: Aug 5, 2021 07:00 PM Arizona 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76952834937?

pwd=SXR2UCtpY1N3b3M0WjZzQ21oemxnQT09 

 

Meeting ID: 769 5283 4937 Passcode: v43uAi 

mailto:battersbox7@yahoo.com
mailto:battersbox7@yahoo.com
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76952834937?pwd=SXR2UCtpY1N3b3M0WjZzQ21oemxnQT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76952834937?pwd=SXR2UCtpY1N3b3M0WjZzQ21oemxnQT09
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Sunday School 

Kathy New, Director 

 

Our Sunday School teachers met today to begin our Sunday 

School year. Our first class is September 12th, keep an eye out 

for online registration this week!  

 

 

Sunday School classes are back and we are looking for wonderful volunteers to help lead 

a class! If you are interested or have any questions, please contact Father Alexander.  

mailto:aeliades@holytrinityphx.org
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HTC on Facebook 

 

The page offers news of our Parish Community, 

in addition to offering 

links to podcasts and 

videos of our services. 

Visiting Priests 

June 27, 2021 

 

We were blessed to welcome V. Rev. Archimandrite 

Chrysostom Gilbert and Fr. Christian Burkhard to 

Liturgy today. It was a beautiful Liturgy with all four 

priests!  

Small Group Ministry 

Meetings 

 

"Where two or 

three are gathered in 

my name, there I am 

in their midst."  

Matthew 18:20 

  

Home-base Small Group Ministry has been a part 

of the Christian experience from the very 

beginning. St. Luke writes the the first Christians 

"met together in the Temple day by day and 

shared their meals together in different homes, 

sharing their food happily and freely." Personal 

relationships are the cornerstone of Christian life 

as we seek to imitate the love Christ has for us to 

the entire world.  

  

Do you ever feel like the Cathedral is a bit large 

and you don't even know who the fellow 

parishioner is that that has sat in the pew across 

from you for 4 years and at this point you're too 

afraid to ask? Simply new to the parish and want 

to get to know others better?  

 

Our Holy Trinity Cathedral is pleased to launch 

our own Home-based Small Group Ministry this 

fall to better facilitate these relationships in our 

parish family! Fellowship and relationship-

building is the aim of this ministry as we share our 

love for and faith in Jesus Christ as Orthodox 

Christians. 

  

We have a wonderful blueprint for our meetings 

that will make our times together wonderfully 

fruitful. Thank God, we already have four host 

families to get us started! Each group is free to 

establish its own meeting schedule and format as 

we get to know our newer parish members or 

expand our circle of friends. If you are interested 

in being a host or participating let us know! 

Training will be provided for leaders so have no 

fear to take on the task!  

  

Email Fr. Apostolos by clicking here to join a 

group or lead! 

Includes photos by Marie Spanos 

https://www.facebook.com/holytrinityphx.org/
mailto:papoulihill@gmail.com
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Music Ministry 

“Notes” 

By Terri Alexon, Choir Director 

 

Sing unto the Lord; for He has done 

excellent things: this is known in all the earth. 

 

Our Choir has Returned! 

 

Youth Choir Rehearsal 

Come sing a song for the Lord! Rehearsals for Youth Choir will be held up in the loft's Music Ministry 

Rehearsal Room on Sundays from 9:00 until Divine Liturgy begins. Contact Terri Alexon at 480-233-

2416 or terrialexon@gmail.com with any questions.  

 

Adult Choir Rehearsal 

Our Cathedral Choir has returned to sing the Divine Liturgy! Choir rehearsal will continue every 

Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm following Paraklesis.  

Improvements Around Campus 

 

You may have noticed the new security fencing 

around the back parking lot of the Speros 

Community Center. This is just one of the many 

security improvements that will take place on our 

property in the coming months, all of which is 

funded by a grant Holy Trinity received from the 

Department of Homeland Security. The next project 

will be installing new and upgraded locks on the 

Cathedral doors. We are excited to bring these 

improvements to our community to improve our 

campus and keep our parishioners safe.  

mailto:terrialexon@gmail.com
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Desert Springs Subscription 
 

Enjoy color copies of Holy Trinity Cathedral’s Desert Springs delivered to you! 

 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address: _____________________________________________ 

 

City, ST, Zip: _______________________________________________ 

 

Contact Phone:  __________________________ 

 

Return this form to the Church Office or  

contact Kristen at 602-332-8809 

 

Liturgical Services will continue to be 

live streamed 

by Father Apostolos  

and Father Alexander. 

  

All services can now be found on the 

Home Page of the  

Cathedral’s website 

www.holytrinityphx.org, 

in addition to the continued postings 

on our Facebook page. 

 

Thank you to Tom Giatron and Joshua Pardhe for their 

above-and-beyond efforts to bring  

clear and timely video to all! 

Desert Springs Issues Available to Our Seniors 

or the computer-challenged! 

 

In an effort to reach our whole Parish Community with Cathedral news, issues of the Desert Springs will 

be available for FREE to those in our community who do not own or use a computer, tablet, or smart 

phone or would prefer to read the news in hard-copy print. Submit names to the Church Office or call or 

text Kristen at 602-332-8809.  

 

http://www.holytrinityphx.org
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What YOU Can Do to Make 

Visitors Feel Welcome 

 

Have you noticed new faces? We’ve had many visitors 

stop by lately. Some are Orthodox and visiting from 

other Parishes, some are returning to Orthodoxy after a 

long time away, and some are coming to check out 

Orthodoxy for the very first time. No matter how they 

come to us, let’s make sure we say Hello!  

 

“Welcome! I don’t believe we’ve met yet. My name is 

(your name)” is a great start. Offer to socially distance 

walk with them to Coffee Hour. A personal connection 

goes far! 

Our Church Family 

 

40 Day Blessings 

“One thing I ask of the Lord, 

this is what I seek; that I may 

dwell in the house of the 

Lord all the days of my life, 

to gaze upon the beauty of 

the Lord and to seek him in 

his temple.” Psalm 27:4  

 

06/09/2021 

George, son of Amanda & Chad Carver 

God’s Blessings be upon him. 

 

06/27/2021 

Nicholas, son of Charikleia (Claire) Tsagkari & 

Konstantinos Moutafis  

God’s Blessings be upon him. 

 

07/04/2021 

Maya (Evangelia), daughter of Anna & Josiah 

Roche 

God’s Blessings be upon her. 

  

Baptisms 

“For as many of you 

as were baptized into 

Christ have put on 

Christ.”  

Galatians 3:27  

 

06/19/2021 

William, son of Laurel & Nicholas Petsas 

Godparent is Igor Borisevich 

God’s Blessings be upon him. 

 

07/17/2021 

Zoya, daughter of Emily & Oleg Moroz 

Godparent is Presvytera Laura Eliades 

God’s Blessings be upon her. 

 

Funeral 

“Surely goodness and mercy 

shall follow me all the days 

of my life; and I shall dwell 

in the House of the Lord 

forever.”  

Psalm 23:6  

 

07/29/2021 

Frances Asimou 

May her memory be eternal. 

In this time more than ever we need prayer. For 

those not able to come to the Cathedral yet,  we 

have set up this ability to light a candle virtually! 

Please click the link above and follow the 

instructions. Enter your name and the names of 

those you wish prayed for 

in the PayPal “Notes” section, and Father 

Apostolos or Father Alexander  

will light a candle and say a prayer for you. 

 

Light a Candle 

https://holytrinityphx.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2537ebfc97159097009e7b6cf&id=41d6a27555&e=e72e02e4a4
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St. Nectarios Books & Beyond 

By Rita Papaspyrou  

 

In the month of August, we celebrate the 

Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ and the 

Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos. 

 

The Feast of the Transfiguration 

of Our Lord, God and Savior 

Jesus Christ  

Commemorated on August 6 

 

This feast commemorates the transfiguration or 

metamorphosis of Christ on Mount Tabor, when our 

Lord appeared in His divine glory before the Apostles 

Peter, James, and John. 

 

Jesus took the Apostles Peter, James, and John with Him 

up upon a mountain, and while they were on the 

mountain Jesus was transfigured. His face shone like the 

sun, and His garments became glistening white. 

Moses and Elijah appeared with Christ, talking to Him. 

Peter declared how good it was for them to be there and 

expressed the desire to build three booths for Moses, 

Elijah, and Christ. This reference to the booths could 

imply that this occurred during the time of the Feast of 

Tabernacles when the Jews would be camping out in the 

fields for the grape harvest; for this Feast had acquired 

other associations in the course of its history, including 

the memory of the wanderings in the wilderness 

recorded in the Old Testament book of Exodus. 

While Peter was speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them. A voice came from the cloud saying, "This 

is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him." When the disciples heard this they fell 

on their faces filled with awe. Jesus came to them and told them to not be afraid. When the three looked 

up they saw only Jesus. 

 

As Jesus and His disciples came down the mountain, He told them not to speak of what they had seen 

until He had risen from the dead. 

 

Dormition of the Theotokos 

Commemorated on August 15 

 

The Feast of the Dormition of Our Most Holy Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary is celebrated 

on August 15 each year. The Feast commemorates the repose (dormition and in the Greek kimisis) or 

"falling-asleep" of the Mother of Jesus Christ, our Lord. The Feast also commemorates the translation or 

assumption into heaven of the body of the Theotokos. 

 

 

 

 

 

St, Nectarios Bookstore Message continued on page 19 
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At the time of her death, the disciples of our Lord 

who were preaching throughout the world returned 

to Jerusalem to see the Theotokos. Except for the 

Apostle Thomas, all of them including the Apostle 

Paul were gathered together at her bedside. At the 

moment of her death, Jesus Christ himself descended 

and carried her soul into heaven. 

 

Following her repose, the body of the Theotokos was 

taken in procession and laid in a tomb near the 

Garden of Gethsemane. When the Apostle Thomas 

arrived three days after her repose and desired to see 

her body, the tomb was found to be empty. The 

bodily assumption of the Theotokos was confirmed 

by the message of an angel and by her appearance to 

the Apostles. 

 

This great Feast of the Church and the icon celebrates 

a fundamental teaching of our faith—the Resurrection 

of the body. In the case of the Theotokos, this has 

been accomplished by the divine will of God. Thus, 

this Feast is a feast of hope, hope in Resurrection and 

life eternal. Like those who gathered around the body 

of the Virgin Mary, we gather around our departed loved ones and commend their souls into the hands 

of Christ. As we remember those who have reposed in the faith before us and have passed on into the 

communion of the Saints, we prepare ourselves to one day be received into the new life of the age to 

come. 

 

We also affirm through this Feast as we journey toward our heavenly abode that the Mother of God 

intercedes for us. Through Christ she has become the mother of all of the children of God, embracing us 

with divine love. 

St, Nectarios Bookstore Message continued from page 18 
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Parish-wide Catechism  

From Darkness to Light 

 

How did one become a Christian in the Early Church? How did Church 

Fathers such as St. John Chrysostom, St. Cyril of Alexandria, and St. 

Ambrose of Milan teach the Orthodox Faith to new converts? What did 

the process of embracing Jesus Christ entail in the Apostolic Age and what 

were new converts expected to learn?  

 

Anne Field has compiled these early Christian texts from the Holy Fathers 

into a single volume we will begin examining in September in our Parish-

wide Catechism Ministry. The book can be found here or from other 

online sources. Fr. Apostolos will teach this weekly one-hour Zoom class 

Saturdays at 9:00am for 10 weeks starting in September.  

 

Parish-wide Catechism is provided for our entire parish family, catechumens and seekers and for 

everyone eager to continually explore the Holy Orthodox Faith and to deepen their love for and 

knowledge of God! If you are interested, email Fr. Apostolos here!  

 

 

Bible Study: Paul's Pastoral Letters 

to Timothy and Titus 

 

When we list off the books of the New Testament we tend to fall off 

after we finish all the names of the cities that Paul wrote to: 

Corinthians, Thessalonians, Colossians, etc. but we do ourselves a 

great disservice to stop here. In the 3 "Pastoral Epistles" of Paul 

written to his disciples Timothy and Titus, we read unique and 

powerful letters about the Church, doctrine, and praxis. Paul's letters to two of his disciples who he 

loved so deeply grant us a different approach to understanding our faith than his other letters. 

 

Join Fr. Alexander as we journey through these letters and learn what it means to, "preach the Word! 

Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching" (2 

Tim. 4:2). Bible Study will take place every Monday evening at 7pm starting September 13 in a hybrid 

format. Fr. Alexander will be in the Church Office Conference Room while also offering a log-in on 

Zoom for those unable to join in person. If you are interested, email Fr. Alexander by clicking here! 

Go to www.holytrinityphx.org  

and then click on Stewardship 

 

 

Easy Stewardship Sign Up! 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UDuKgsCho0iC4P8E8yqhhgQ-TmVBmViJxOYNLDFkOFOuy0pX-XEdut5i3sW2IZdqWGusQinfXjY2_bmoGwLyl1bB5UTOI2zmKq0fNrwtFrD_4GBFL9nsqTpsjncWgRWhtiOgThueLJ6Ve2zWaKu5qQIEus4cWilEeGLc4nBLmuQbw2yj4f6_C3l0QZGOKP8ML4w_QRCnhAwumNOfLTFnR1GhEm3abHvM&c=
mailto:papoulihill@gmail.com
mailto:aeliades@holytrinityphx.org
http://www.holytrinityphx.org
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AHEPA Chapter 219 
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Desert 

Diamonds 

Senior Parishioners 

and their guests 

 

Dear Desert Diamond & Friends,  

 

Mark your calendars for our September outing:  

Date: Wednesday, September 15, 2021  

Time: 10:00am Brunch  

Location: First Watch 

Restaurant  

3215 E. Camelback Rd. 

(Camelback East Village)  

Phoenix, AZ 85018 (SE 

corner)  

602.955.3447  

 

We have a wonderful 

year planned. Please be sure to attend the Ministry 

Sunday Expo to receive your copy of the year's 

events and to update your contact information. 

Have a wonderful Summer.  

 

With Christ's love,  

Julie Karoutas  

email: juliekaroutas@gmail.com 

cell: 623-313-8720 call or text 

 

PS: Please be sure to invite your friends 

Saturday Baking in August! 

 

Mark your calendars 

now for a Festival 

baking day on 

Saturday, August 28, 

2021! 

 

 

2017 

Congratulations! 
 

To celebrate her retirement from the bench—and 

to honor the Cathedral Community for the 

support throughout her nearly 20 years in 

service—Judge Connie Contes and family shared 

cake, icons, and memorabilia at Coffee Hour on 

July 4, 2021.  

mailto:juliekaroutas@gmail.com
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Dorothy Ainslie 

Peter & Sarah Agnos  

Evan & Terri Alexon  

Dena Anagnopoulos  

Mike & Alex Anagnopoulos  

Nikki Anest  

Bettina Angelos 

John & Sandy Annos 

Elaine Apostle 

Sheila Asala  

Chris & Angie Athens  

Christina Bakavelou  

Diana Balos 

Constantine & Eleni Balanis  

Ted & Rebecca Barabatis  

Scott & Stacey Beaty  

George & Stacy Benetos  

Dan & Vicki Bichekas  

Peter & Jennifer Bilitsis  

Helen Bixenman  

James & Helen Bruno  

Chris & Georgia Brusalis  

Chris & Rita Bruskas  

Kristen Bruskas 

Constance Burkhart  

Elias Carras  

Kathy Carras  

Frank & Alice Carris  

Katie Chames 

Laurel Charnas-Schiller  

Harriet Chotras  

Jim Chotras 

Pete & Kim Choukalas  

Kathy Clarke  

Andy & Mara Contes  

Jim & Connie Contes  

Ed Cooper & Angie 

Valerou-Cooper 

Stefanos & Tiffany Daniolos 

Patty Davis  

Len & Elaine Debickero  

Hercules Dellas  

Patrick & Karla Delord  

Tom & Irene Demas  

John & Mary Demetropoulos 

Bill DeMoss  

Charles DeMoss  

Chris DeMoss  

John & Marjorie DeMoss  

Basil Denaxas 

Stan & Fran Drozdz  

Denise Dye  

Kathryn Dye  

Christos & Dena 

Economopoulos 

James & Lisa Ellam 

Fr. Alexander & 

Presv. Laura Eliades 

Greg & Helen Fernandez 

Zach & Nikki Forman 

Athanase & Georgia Fourlis 

Athanasia Fourlis  

Ted & Andi Fourlis  

Tim Fraenkel  

Chris & Celeste Francis  

Georgi Frieh  

George & Julie Froumis 

Niki Ganolis  

Semos Gardner  

Andreanna Georgiou  

Thomas & Christina Georgiou  

Demetra Georgelos 

Diana Georgelos 

Pamela Georgelos 

John Giannopoulos  

Polly Ginakes 

Stella Glitsos  

Eva Goodman  

Bill & Lynn Graham  

Gina Graham  

David Haag  

Mary Haidos  

Catherine Hallerich 

Donald Hall  

Alexander Harding  

Terry Harper  

George Hasiotis 

Stephanie Heckel  

Greg Hill  

Rev. Fr. Apostolos & 

Presv. Denise Hill 

Michael & Veronica Hill  

Bessie Hotis 

Jason & Ekaterini Jaynes 

Pavlos Kairis  

James & Linda Kalivas  

Pete & Nicole Kamboukos  

Vasilios & Angela Kamboukos 

Basile & Roula Kaneris  

Nick & Dena Kantaros  

William & Harriet Kapolas  

Vasilios & Vasiliqi Karagiannis 

Christina Karalekas  

Pete & Tina Karegeannes  

Virginia Karegeannes  

Julie Karoutas  

Leon & Fayi Katrakis  

Christos & Kelley Katsanos  

John & Mary Katsenes  

Paul & Lori Katsenes  

George Katsaros 

Helen Katsufrakis  

Jim & Poppy Kavouris  

Fanny Kechajias  

Cathy Keyser  

Ronald & Virginia Kidd  

Emily Kimmell 

Maria Kompos 

Anastasia Kompos 

Spiros & Maria Kontakis 

Art & Carol Kostaras  

Kostadinos & Anatoli Kostouros 

Nickolas Koziris  

Nick & Marina Kretsedemas 

Tammy Kretsedemas  

Andreas & Cindy Kyprianou  

Ted Kyriacou  

John & Angie Lambrou  

Elias & Mary Lampos  

Scott & Jill Leach 

Mike & Lea Linares  

Elizabeth Linos  

Angiolo & Patricia Livi  

Gregory Lizanich  

Efterpi Lourias  

Jim & Stephanie Machas  

Phyllis Mack 

Maria Maciejewski 

Joanna Mackos 

Marika Makridis  

Margarita Makris  

Julie & Felix Mamani 

Jim & Donna Manelis  

Bette Maniatis  

Maria Maniatis  

Anna Manos  

Bill & Rina Marinakos  

Nicholas Marino 

Douglas Markakis 

Mary Lou Mastorakos  

House of Stewards 

Through 07/29/2021 

House of Stewards Continued on page 24 
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Pamela Maydanis 

Peter & Christina Maydanis  

Stacie McKenzie  

Angela Mead  

Joanne Meris  

Will & Sandy Meris  

Angeline Miller 

Paul Miller  

Bill & Jean Miller 

Anthony Mioloqos 

Andrew & Anastasia Mitchell 

Dino Moschouvitis  

Phillip & Helen Mitchell  

Matthew & Sophie Neumann  

Jerry & Kathy New  

John & Maria Nicholas  

Evelyn Nickalew  

Anthony Nicoluzakis  

Annamarie Nieblas  

Marta Ntatsos 

Pamela & Jeffrey Nolen 

Else Paletsos  

Elizabeth Palmer  

Anna Panagiotakopoulos  

Thanasi & Melissa 

Panagiotakopoulos  

Sofia Panagiotoglou 

Philip & Eleni Panagiotoglou 

George & Chrysoula 

Papadopoulos 

Socrates & Stephanie 

Papadopoulos 

Betty Papas  

Nick Papas  

Spyros & Rita Papaspyrou  

Irene Pappas  

John & Andrea Pappas  

Gabriella Papatzimas 

Daniel & Anna Pardhe  

Athena Parmenter  

Kai & Katherine Pedersen  

Dean & Fotini Pestrivas  

Zoe Pestrivas  

Chris Petroulakis 

Jacque Petroulakis  

Bill & Kathy Petsas  

Michael & TeAnn Philippis 

Brian & Athena Pickett  

Mary Ann Pikulas  

Andreas & Mary Poulakidas  

George & Kay Poulos  

Panagiotes & Anthipe Pries  

Chris & Juli Pritsos  

Nicole Pyle  

Bertha Quinn  

Lyda Rabbitt  

Greg Sackos  

Lois Sakkas  

Jim & Donna Sampanes  

Paul Sarantes  

John Schneider  

George & Angela Scopelianos  

Diane Sedlacek  

Chris & Terry Seretis  

George & Traci Sgouros 

Risa Shaver  

John Siavelis  

Elyse Sioles 

Robert & Donna Sioles 

George & Evi Skintzis  

Elias & Phyllis Skoubis  

Elias & Theodora Staikos 

Carol Sowers  

Angelo & Marie Spanos  

Leo & Rachel Speliopoulos  

James & Christina Speros 

Jim & Kathryn Stamadianos  

Gerry & Nitsa Stamatelatos  

Andy & Christine Stamatis 

Chris Tapas  

Despina Tavlarides  

Billy & Becky Tavlarides  

Nicholas & Effie Theodore 

Gus & Mary Louise 

Theodoropoulos 

Jim G. Thomas  

John & Teresa Thomas 

Rev. Fr. John & 

Diak. Mary Thrasher 

Dominic Tropea  

Thad & Kathy Tropea  

Dean & Stella Tsantilas  

Dimitri Tsioutsiopoulos 

Sotiros & Nicki Tsioutsiopoulos 

Costa & Koko Tzavaras  

George & Connie Venetis 

Peter & Lindsay Vardalos  

Kristen Vasilarakos  

Argyro Vasquez  

Scott & Terri Vaughn  

John & Jean VDalPan 

Andrew & Sandy Vlahoulis  

Steve & Mary Vrahas 

Colin and Paula Walsh  

Michael & Christina Wombacher 

Richard & Katina Wood  

David Worrell & 

Stephanie Willard 

Dimitri & Eugenia Zannis  

George & Tina Zannis  

Zella Zannis 

Evangeline Zikos 

Michael & Christina Zistatsis  

House of Stewards continued from page 23 

If you have filled out a 2021 Pledge Card but your name does not appear on this list,  

please know any omissions are unintentional. Please call the Church office immediately  

to resolve the situation.  

 

If you have not filled out a Pledge Card for 2021, please pick one up in  

the Church Narthex or visit holytrinityphx.org. 

holytrinityphx.org
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Greek School 

Irene Dartoozos Mackos, Director 

Gabriella Papatzimas, Teacher  

phxgreekschool@gmail.com 

 

We at Holy Trinity Greek School deeply believe in the importance of learning and preserving the Greek 

Language and Culture. The students attending Greek School for eight months (September-May) learn, 

write, and read with special attention to Greek Culture. Throughout the year the students are exposed to 

Greek Culture in many ways: they discuss religious holidays and customs, learn history, cooking 

regional traditional dishes, mythology, and arts. Our school presents three cultural programs during the 

year, one in December to celebrate the Holidays, one in March to honor the Greek Independence Day, 

and the last by the end of May during graduation. All programs are greatly enjoyed by our students and 

give them the opportunity to show off their abilities in cooking, poetry, music, and dancing, for all family 

and friends. If you are not familiar with our Greek School here is a brief outline of our program: 

 

PK/K: The students learn the sound system and basic vocabulary in a fun and a happy 

environment. Children as young as four years old can start Greek School. 

Level 1: This Level makes the transition from a purely speaking class to the reading and 

writing format. The students learn the Greek Alphabet, reading, writing, vocabulary and 

phrases leading to conversation. 

Level 2: The students are able to read sentences, write and spell and use basic 

conversation. Grammar is introduced. 

Level 3: Longer texts are introduced. The students study vocabulary, spelling and 

conversation. Grammar is taught in detail. Geography, history, mythology is a very 

important part in all levels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greek School will resume in September both in person and online. 

Please contact phxgreekschool@gmail.com for more information  

mailto:phxgreekschool@gmail.com
mailto:phxgreekschool@gmail.com
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Ready. Set. EXCLAIM! 

 

Are you ready to Exclaim your faith? Then the Young Adult 

League (YAL) Conference over Labor Day Weekend 2021 in 

Phoenix, AZ is where you need to be! Conference attendees 

will enjoy a weekend of events, workshops, worship and 

relaxation from September 2 – 6, 2021 at the JW Marriott 

Desert Ridge Resort and Spa in Phoenix, AZ. Highlights of the 

weekend include engaging workshops, daily worship, dances, 

a Grand Banquet, and a special western-themed event 

“YeeHaw YAL”. Registration has already exceeded 500 young 

adults from across the Archdiocese and we expect this event to 

be a sell-out! Register soon before it sells out! Visit 

www.sanfran.goarch.org/YAL for more registration and hotel 

details.   

Throwback to YAL 1987!  

How many do you recognize? 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WGxeWf1KdkQkTuF3Yzz0GoXcRWoMUoLd_vEw8m3y06yiHwOgibUnovx4FCr0fcfQ0SAni-TBYlvzzgcF_R1a1N8zmezNu-Xtm_Pa7F4-szwDSIimbBTIihUDf2XF0_zWHFx3Z0OlNxMEZt4E7OPISPE6ow3q30lN&c=S4OObugzsEzhDt0CR-Dnp5D06M3kRf5QH91lNYqXCApPOMv4vPvUKQ==&ch=4Rr0
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YAL—Young Adults 

 

 

On June 12, 2021, some of our young adults were able to join Saint 

Mary’s Food Bank and pack over 1,000 meals for those in need!  

July 1, 2021 outing at The Yard, Phoenix. 



 

                                                                                                                    28                                           Desert Springs August 2021 

OPA—Orthodox Parents Association 

Dianna Scaccia, Co-President 

Paulina Watson, Co-President 

 cjecomom@gmail.com, 

Paulina Watson 

602-740-3950 

Paulinawatson25@gmail.com 

Dianna Scaccia 

602-323-4615 

discaccia@gmail.com 

 
Zoom meeting LINK: 

 

Topic: OPA General Meeting 2021 Time: Aug 5, 2021 07:00 PM Arizona 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76952834937?

pwd=SXR2UCtpY1N3b3M0WjZzQ21oemxnQT09 
 

Meeting ID: 769 5283 4937 Passcode: v43uAi 
  

mailto:cjecomom@gmail.com
mailto:Paulinawatson25@gmail.com
mailto:discaccia@gmail.com
mailto:https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76952834937?pwd=SXR2UCtpY1N3b3M0WjZzQ21oemxnQT09
mailto:https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76952834937?pwd=SXR2UCtpY1N3b3M0WjZzQ21oemxnQT09
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Greek Dance Is Back!  

Meeting August 8, 2021! 

 

The Greek Festival is back on and we are ready to start practicing!! All dancers from Kindergarten to 

Young Adults are welcome. Our first practice is on August 8th following a MANDATORY parents 

meeting. For more information and registration forms, email Niko Panagiotakopoulos by clicking here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a year off, the Holy Trinity Dance Program 

is back and starting with a bang!   

 

Be on the lookout for an email for Festival registration opening soon, 

as well as information about FDF 2022 being hosted in PHOENIX!! 

 

All ages from preschool through young adults 

may perform at the 60th Original Phoenix Geek Festival. 

 

Practices start on 08/08/2021—more information coming soon. 

  

If you are interested and not receiving dance emails, 

please contact Niko Panagiotakopoulos: 

 npanos01@yahoo.com  

mailto:holytrinityphoenixdance@gmail.com
mailto:npanos01@yahoo.com
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Learning Through Serving 

 

The Greek Orthodox Metropolis of San Francisco is pleased to announce “Learning Through Serving: 

Project Based Learning for Religious Education”. This Zoom workshop will be held on Thursday, August 

19, 2021 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. PDT and is ideal for clergy, religious educators, Sunday School 

directors and teachers, parents, and anyone interested in the implementation of Project Based Learning 

for Religious Education. This workshop will be led by Dr. Drew Baker. Click here for more information or 

register now!  

https://sanfran.goarch.org/news/learning-through-serving-project-based-learning-for-religious-education
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WGxeWf1KdkQkTuF3Yzz0GoXcRWoMUoLd_vEw8m3y06yiHwOgibUnoq9w-G5tMJJqMRzVQ7MHGrf0yQ-GVt8LUEdFxr5CgQ26CceGM39w1ipYJ6ifAfG-bjkPKF3Oks7goFjItyYwioukGX5PcpekPp0VoVEAV8toiQ0cSew5jTlee3SMs-v-n3CLjElo60s9kZ6JiKWw5Ms8iR8q3omzIs9C-28N_yZ7ww3
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