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Rev. Economos Apostolos Hill 
Rev. Alexander Eliades 

Rev. Deacon John Thrasher  
 

Office Hours:  
Monday–Friday, 9:00am–3:00pm  

 

Sunday Worship  
8:00am Orthros  

9:30am Divine Liturgy  
 

Desert Springs Staff  
Rev. Apostolos Hill, 

Theological Advisor/Editor-In-Chief  
Kristen Vasilarakos, Layout/
Composition 602-332-8809,  

kvasilarakos@cox.net 
 

Desert Springs Deadline  
The 25th of each month  

 

Sunday Bulletin Deadline  
Wednesdays, 12 noon  

 

Church Office Email Addresses  
Father Apostolos Hill  

papoulihill@gmail.com 
 

Father Alexander Eliades 
fraeliades@holytrinityphx.org 

  

Office Manager Natalie Lewis 
AdminAssist@holytrinityphx.org 

 

Church Caretakers 
Terry, Paul, and Dimitri Valonis 

 

Holy Trinity Bookstore 
info@stnectariosphx.org 

 

2022 Parish Council Members  
President: Paul Katsenes 

Vice President: Connie Contes 
Treasurer: Jim Manelis 

Ass’t. Treasurer: Dina Anagnopoulos 
Secretary: Andi Fourlis 

Sandy Annos, Charlie DeMoss,  
Alexander Harding, Jill Leach,  

Sandy Meris, Elias Moussa, 
Socrates Papadopoulos 

 

Holy Trinity Cathedral 
www.holytrinityphx.org 

 

Metropolis of San Francisco 
www.SanFran.goarch.org 

 

Archdiocese Website 
www.goarch.org 

Organization Contacts  
 

• AHEPA — Col. Mike Torrealday: tdayf16@cox.net  

• All Saints Camp — Evan Tsagaris: etsagaris89@gmail.com 

• Altar Servers — David Haag, Chris Francis: 

davidmhaag@yahoo.com, battersbox7@yahoo.com 

• Bible Study — Father Apostolos Hill: papoulihill@gmail.com 

• Bookstore — Rita Papaspyrou: stnectariosphx@gmail.com 

• Byzantine Choir — George Duvall: phxchantor@cox.net 

• Choir — Terri Alexon: htphxmusicdirector@gmail.com  

• Celebration Committee — Terri Alexon and Mary 

Pardhe: htcphxevents@gmail.com 

• Dance — Niko Panagiotakopoulos: npanos01@yahoo.com 

• Daughters of Penelope — Cathy Keyser: keyserc53@gmail.com 

• Desert Diamonds (50+) — Julie Karoutas: 

juliekaroutas@gmail.com 

• Epistle Readers — Presvytera Denise Hill: 

denkevhill83@gmail.com 

• Feed Those in Need — Christine Stamatis: cstamatis@cox.net 

• Greek Festival — Nick Kretsedemas, Angelo Pestrivas: 

niko.37@cox.net 

• Greek School — Irene Mackos: eirinie@gmail.com  

• Hellenic Museum — Bessie Hotis: call 602-953-1913 

• Little Lambs — Angela Scopelianos: angelagarozzo@gmail.com 

• Maintenance — Peter Bilitsis, Ted Fourlis: 

htcmaintenance1973@gmail.com 

• Myrrhbearers — Stacey Beaty: staceybeaty@live.com 

• Narthex Outreach — Kristen Vasilarakos: kvasilarakos@cox.net 

• OPA —  Caroline Economopoulos: cjecomom@gmail.com 

• Parish Council — Paul Katsenes: pkatsenes@cox.net 

• Philoptochos — Alex Anagnopoulos: aanagnopoulos2@msn.com 

• Safety & Security — Paul Katsenes, Socrates Papadopoulos: 

pkatsenes@cox.net 

• Sons of Pericles — Ted Fourlis: text or call: 602-625-8835 

• Special Events Administrator — Angie Lambrou: 

angie.lambrou@cox.net 

• Stewardship — Sandy Meris: sandymeris@gmail.com 

• St. Nicodemus Young Adult Book Club — Mary Pardhe: 

yalazbookclub@gmail.com 

• Sunday School — Kathy New: kkatsalis@msn.com 

• Wedding Coordinator — Lindsay Vardalos 

• YAL — Alexander Harding: text 480-626-3149 

Attention Organizations: 
 

Please check the listings on this page and confirm that the 
information is correct. Email is the default contact type, but 
listings can be changed to text or phone if preferred. Email any 
changes to both the Office at AdminAssist@holytrinityphx.org 
and Kristen at kvasilarakos@cox.net. It is the organization’s 
responsibility to inform Natalie and Kristen of any updates to 
your listing. 
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Message from Father Alexander 

Joining the Inner Circle 
 

W hen we think about Christ and His followers and His ministry 
on earth we perhaps get the idea that He spoke to everyone all 

the sayings we read in the Gospels. What you heard as one of the 12 
Apostles and as a passer-by in Judea listening in to His sermons was 
probably about the same. Yet, a closer understanding of Christ’s 
ministry finds this not to be the case! We see even some stratification 
of His followers and friends: the 70 Apostles, the 12 Disciples, and 
even in certain moments, the taking away of the 3 closest to Him, 
Peter, James, and John. Some Biblical Scholars and Fathers of the 
Church take the first verses of Matthew 5, the famous Sermon on the 
Mount, to mean that Jesus spoke this integral Christian teaching only 
to his disciples and not for all to hear. We know He spoke those 
words of great love and care in John 12-17 only to His disciples and 
John shared them with us after the fact.  
 

What am I saying here? Is there some secret knowledge that only some can know, some 
are holy enough to pursue it and others not? No, this is indeed Gnosticism, a condemned 
heresy of the Church because it is the antithesis of the Gospel. The Gospel is for all!  
 

Then how do we reconcile these two seemingly contrary facts? When Christ has his 
disciples together at the Last Supper He tells them, “It is to your advantage that I go away.” 
Why is this? Because the knowledge of God then is shined upon all who wish to come to the 
knowledge of the Truth. It is not simply for those who are close to Him physically but we can 
then have God dwelling in us spiritually! The Holy Spirit is granted to all of us, we all can be a 
part of the inner circle of Christ’s disciples! The difficult part of this is we must utilize the 
gifts given to us by the Spirit in baptism pro-actively and we must also become Apostles (from 
the Greek Apostelo, those sent out). To be a follower of Christ does not mean that I can recite 
the Creed on command but that my life is a beacon of the Creed. The Spirit must pour forth 
from me just as it did the Apostles 2000 years ago and I must become on fire for Christ and 
go forth and preach His Love, His Joy, and His Hope that flow through me. 
 

Christ is for all, this inner circle that was once restricted to those close to Christ 
physically is now extended to all of us! We must take hold of this, listen to Him, unite 
ourselves to Him. Only then can we be his Apostles, those sent out as we are called to be. 

 

Sanctuary at Sunset 
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Stewardship 
By Sandy Meris 

 

To be a welcoming community sharing Christ’s love  
through faith and service 

 
WE ARE GETTING IT! 

 
Sometimes, as the saying goes, slow and steady wins the race. Over the past several years the 
Stewardship Committee has been on a mission to educate our community on the importance 
of stewardship, that stewardship is more than just financial giving, what it means to be a 
Steward and how stewardship plays a role in our own personal faith journey. 
 

And I am pleased to report that positive change is happening! Overall, Holy Trinity 
parishioners are giving more, increasing their pledges and using the online payment portal 
called WeShare. 
 

Holy Trinity parishioners have always been generous and quick to offer assistance when help 
is needed. In the past, when there is a financial need, a call for donations for a specific item or 
situation, Holy Trinity parishioners rise up and give with generosity! 
 

Referencing the information below, you will see that the median pledge per family is $1,000. 
Just two years ago, the median pledge was around $800 per family. That’s a 20% increase over 
two years. In addition, families pledging in the $1,000 to $1,999 range are now the largest 
group of stewards. Just two years ago the largest group was in the $500 to $799 range. These 
are beautiful examples that as a church family are giving more to stewardship!  
 

The future of Holy Trinity is up to us. It is in our hands. We can continue the status quo or we 
can grow this beautiful Cathedral and ensure a legacy exists for our children and 
grandchildren. Thanks to all of our generous stewards who realize the important role 
stewardship plays in your faith journey. And that we can and will do more and do better for 
our Cathedral! 

 

2022 Stewardship At A Glance (as of 5/11/22) 
 

Number of Pledged Families: 253 
Total Amount Pledged: $407,400 

Total Stewardship Collected: $161,870.85 
Total Collected from Non-Pledged Families: $32,400 

Total Stewards Using WeShare: 53 
 

Median Pledge is $1,000 
 

Number of Families Pledging... 
$20,000 & over = 1 
$10,000 & over = 1 

$5,000 - 10,000 = 13 
$3,000 - $4,999 = 14 
$2,000 - $2,999 = 28 
$1,000 - $1,999 = 66 

$800 - $999 = 11 
$500 - $799 = 35 
$300 - $499 = 29 

Less than $300 = 28 



 

                                                                                                                    5                                       Desert Springs June/July 2022 

Panagiota Agelakos 
Catherine Agra 
Evan & Terri Alexon 
Constance Anagnopoulos 
Mike & Alex Anagnopoulos  
Christi Anagnostopoulos 
Panagiota Agelakos 
Catherine Agra 
Evan & Terri Alexon 
Constance Anagnopoulos 
Mike & Alexandra Anagnopoulos 
Bettina Angelos 
John & Alexandra Annos 
Elaine Apostle 
Chris & Angie Athens 
Christina & Chris Bakavelou  
Constantine & Eleni Balanis 
Taylor Bankson 
Ted & Rebecca Barabatis 
Marissa Bard 
Shannon & Elise Bard 
Alexandra Bates 
Joyce Bavlinka 
Scott & Stacey Beaty 
George & Stacy Benetos 
Stamatios Benetos 
Dan & Vicki Bichekas 
Peter & Jennifer Bilitsis 
Emily Blazev 
James & Helen Bruno 
Chris & Georgia Brusalis 
Chris & Rita Bruskas 
Kristen Bruskas 
Constance Burkhart 
Kathy Carras 
Frank & Alice Carris 
Chad & Amanda Carver 
Laurel Charnas-Schiller & Todd Schiller 
Thanos & Anna Chimonas 
Harriet Chotras 
Jim Chotras 
Pete & Kim Choukalas 
Katherine Clarke 
Andrew & Mara Contes 
James & Connie Contes 
Kathy Contes 
Jean Dal Pan 
Nick & Sharon Daniolos 
Patricia Davis 
Leonard & Elaine Debickero 
Dimitrios & Ellen Deligiannis 
Hercules Dellas 
Patrick & Karla Delord 
Joanne Demangus 
Tom & Irene Demas 
John & Mary Demetropoulos 
Bill DeMoss 
Charles DeMoss 
Chris DeMoss 
John & Marjorie DeMoss 
Basil & Ruth Denaxas 
Stanley & Fran Drozdz 
Denise Dye 

Kathryn Dye 
Caroline Economopoulos 
Christos & Dena Economopoulos 
Fr. Alexander & Presv. Laura Eliades 
Mary Floor 
Tim & Karla Floor 
Athanase & Georgia Fourlis 
Athanasia Fourlis 
Ted & Andi Fourlis 
Chris & Celeste Francis 
Georgana Frieh 
George & Julie Froumis 
Chris & Anne Gavras 
Andreanna Georgiou 
John Giannopoulos 
Polly Ginakes 
Stella Glitsos 
Eva Goodman 
Bill & Lynn Graham 
Gina Graham 
David Haag 
Mary Haidos 
Donald Hall 
Alexander Harding 
Terry Harper 
Mary & Roger Harris  
Alexia Haugen 
Rev. Fr. Apostolos & Presb. Denise Hill 
Gregory Hill 
Veronica Hill 
Bessie Hotis 
James & Linda Kalivas 
Basilis & Roula Kaneris 
Jean Kantaros 
Nick & Dena Kantaros 
William & Harriet Kapolas 
Vasilios & Vasiliqi Karagiannis 
Christina Karalekas 
Mia Karandreas 
Julie Karoutas 
Joann Karros 
Stavros & Olga Kassimatis 
Christos & Kelley Katsanos 
John & Mary Katsenes 
Paul & Lori Katsenes 
Thomas Katsenes 
Jim & Poppy Kavouris 
Fanny Kechajias 
Catherine Keyser 
Ronald & Virginia Kidd 
Emily Kimmell 
George & Zanetta Kleanthis 
Anastasia Kompos 
Maria Kompos 
Kostadinos & Anatoli Kostouros 
Elizabeth Kratsas 
Tammy Kretsedemas 
Debbie Kunkel 
Theodore Kyriacou 
Tassie Ladas 
Anastasia Laitsas 
John & Evangelia Lambrou 
Judith Lamond 

Elias & Mary Lampos 
Scott & Jill Leach 
Gregory Lizanich 
Efterpi Lourias 
Melina Machas 
James & Stephanie Machas 
Maria Maciejewski 
Aristotle & Evelyne Macrodimitris 
Marika Makridis 
Margarita Makris 
Julie & Felix Mamani 
Anna Manos 
Jim & Donna Manelis 
Maria Maniatis 
William & Rina Marinakos 
Nicholas Marino 
Mary Mastorakos 
Pamela Maydanis 
Peter & Christina Maydanis 
Angela Mead 
William & Sandy Meris 
Joanne Meris 
Anthony & Tania Miaoulis 
Paul Miller 
William & Jean Miller 
Andrew & Anastasia Mitchell 
Philip & Helen Mitchell 
Dino Moschovitis 
Elias Mousa 
Spyro & Effie Mousses 
John & Maria Nicholas 
Evelyn Nickalew 
John Nicolettos 
Annamarie Nieblas 
Pamela Nolen 
Marta Ntatsos 
Else Paletsos 
Elizabeth Palmer 
Anna Panagiotakopoulos 
Christo & Connie Panagiotakopoulos 
Nikolas Panagiotakopoulos 
Thanasi & Melissa Panagiotakopoulos 
Sofia Panagiotoglou 
George & Chrysoula Papadopoulos  
Socrates & Stephanie Papadopoulos 
Alexander & Olga Papamatheakis 
Betty Papas 
Nicholas Papas 
Spyros & Rita Papaspyrou 
Nicholas & Stacy Papatzimas 
Andrew & Emily Pappas 
Angeline Pappas 
Harry & Fannie Pappas 
Irene Pappas 
John & Andrea Pappas 
Daniel & Anna Pardhe 
John & Dina Pesognelli 

House of Stewards 
As of 05/31/2022 

House of Stewards continued on page 6 
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Parish Assembly 
May 15, 2022 

Dean & Fotini Pestrivas 
Zoe Pestrivas 
Chris Petroulakis 
Jacquelyn Petroulakis 
William & Kathryn Petsas 
Evanthia Piatt 
Brian & Athena Pickett 
Georgia Pikoula 
Andreas & Mary Poulakidas 
Chris & Juli Pritsos 
Costa Pritsos 
Nicole Pyle 
Bertha Quinn 
Lydia Rabbitt 
Alex & Rose Rentzis 
Lois Sakkas 
Dimitra Sampson 
Paul Sarantes 
Leslie Sarantinos 
John Schneider 
Warren & Kalliopi Schneider 
Diane Sedlacek 
Chris & Terry Seretis 
George & Traci Sgouros 

John Siavelis 
Elyse Sioles 
Robert & Donna Sioles 
Elias & Phyllis Skoubis 
Constantin Solomon 
Angelo & Marie Spanos 
Leo & Rachel Speliopoulos 
James A. & Christiana Speros 
Elias & Theodora Staikos 
Jim & Kathryn Stamadianos 
Andrew & Christine Stamatis 
Jane Steffens 
Tristan Stoutenburg 
Christopher Tapas 
Despina Tavlarides 
William & Rebecca Tavlarides 
Gus & Mary Theodoropoulos 
Nick and Effie Theodore 
Jim Thomas 
Deac. & Diak. John & Mary Thrasher 
Andrew Touvannas 
Thaddeus & Katherine Tropea 
Constantine & Stella Tsantilas 
Stacy & Gerri Tsantilas 

Dimitrios Tsioutsiopoulos 
Constantine & Katherine Tzavaras 
Daniel Valenzuela 
Peter & Lindsay Vardalos 
Kristen Vasilarakos 
Argyro Vasquez 
Andrew & Sandy Vlahoulis 
Steve & Mary Vrahas 
Kenneth & Angela Walker 
Catherine Wallerich 
Paula Walsh 
Douglas & Paulina Watson 
Richard & Katina Wood 
Anthony & Karen Zaman 
Dimitrios & Eugenia Zannis 
George & Katherine Zannis 
Zella Zannis 
Evangelia Zikos 
Dimitrios Zistatsis 
Eleanna Zistatsis 
Michael & Christina Zistatsis 

House of Stewards continued from page 5 
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JOIN PHILOPTOCHOS 2022 
 

We are the right hand of the Church! We would like you to know that membership to Philoptochos IS 

IMPORTANT for our community, the Archdiocese and Metropolis.   

 

Invitation to Philoptochos: 

 

NAME: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

      ___________________________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

PHONE: (_____) _____________ CHECK #__________________________ AMOUNT: ________________________ 

 

 

$15 will be sent to the Archdiocese and $15 to the Metropolis. Any amount over $30 will be retained for our 

chapter charities and obligations. 

 

Mail your membership to: 

St. Katherine’s Philoptochos of HTC Membership 2022, 1973 E. Maryland Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85016 

Holy Trinity’s  
St. Katherine Philoptochos 
Alex Anagnopoulos, President 

St. Katherine faceted glass 

icon in the south wing of 

the Narthex. 

   

May Meeting Hostesses  
Bessie and Georgia 

 

 

 
 

Next Meeting on Thursday, September 1, 2022  
at 6:00pm 

First in the St. George Chapel and   
 then in the Speros Community Center 

 

June Meeting Hostesses  
Joyce, Gina, Kathy, and Julie 
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Holy Trinity’s St. Katherine Philoptochos 

June Meeting Guest Speaker 
Johannah Burkle 
Executive Director, StreetLightUSA 

Save the Date! 
Philoptochos’ FREE Father’s Day Lunch! 

Sunday, June 19, 2022 
following Divine Liturgy in the Speros Center Large Hall 

Everyone is invited for lunch and cake! 
Included: taking a photo with the fathers and sons of our community!  
 

In 2019, our Philoptochos chapter took the inaugural fathers and sons picture. Little did we 
know a pandemic would interrupt the next few years and the second annual menfolk photo 
would not be until 2022! In town? We hope to see YOU!  

2019 

https://www.streetlightusa.org/
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Holy Trinity’s St. Katherine Philoptochos 
Scholarships 
When graduates are looking for extra money to help with their college expenses, the Ladies of 
Philoptochos are pleased to offer three $1000 scholarships to our Holy Trinity Cathedral 
students. When you support Philoptochos, please keep in mind, you are supporting many 
charities including those bright & talented young adults from our community wishing to 
further their education. In the Narthex, you will find an application for the fall of 2022. The 
application deadline has been extended to June 12th. 
 
We thank our community for your support and blessings.    

June 12, 2022 
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Chapter Focus on Local Charities 
 
In an effort to engage our membership in the Philoptochos 
mission to ‘Help the poor, the destitute, the hungry, the 
aged, the sick, the unemployed, the orphaned, the 
imprisoned, the widowed, those with disabilities and the 
victims of disaster’, and to expand involvement locally, we 
include, as a new part of our monthly program, the 
opportunity for members to formally nominate and 
select charity recipients. 
 
Bill Marianes, who assisted with the Cathedral’s “Why 
Statement”, reminds us that the more money extended 
out into our community, the more we will realize from 
the community back into our church.  
 
The Chapter will accept nominations at each monthly meeting.  
 

Philoptochos Members: Click HERE for the Nomination Form 

Clear Backpack Project 

 
 

May’s Chosen Charity: 
Junior Achievement of 

Arizona 
 

June’s Chosen Charity: 
Lura Turner Homes 

 
Click on the links to  

learn more. 

 

Holy Trinity’s St. Katherine Philoptochos 
Charity Projects 

Thank you to our community—we raised $520.00 to buy 
clear backpacks for students in need! 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZWEvJh4wFzUNYeZul0_9OQtjlTeoBiJ2/view?usp=sharing
https://www.jaaz.org/
https://www.jaaz.org/
https://www.luraturnerhomes.org/
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Leave-Taking of Pascha 
June 1, 2022 

Christos Anesti! 
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Summer Youth Meetings 

Parish-Wide Retreat for Pentecost 
Saturday, June 4, 2022 

Missed the Talks? 

Click HERE to watch the video. 

Fr. Apostolos and Fr. Alexander delivered talks and led discussions on the Great Feast of 
Pentecost, our parish feast day! This was a great opportunity to learn more about this feast, 
your faith, and to come together with your parish family!  

This Summer we will continue with our popular (with Father at least) "Donuts with Father" on 
Sundays in July. We would also like to offer smaller gatherings for each age group either with 
social trips for an activity or a house gathering. If you are interested in coordinating or hosting 
for your child's age group please email Fr. Alexander. If you would like to bring donuts for 
your child's meeting, please let Father know as well . 
 

July 3: Grades 1-3 
July 10: Grades 4-6 
July 17: Grades 7-8 
July 24: High School 
July 31: Young Adults  

“With fear of God, faith, and love draw near.”  

https://www.facebook.com/holytrinityphx.org/videos/317568993907102
mailto:fraeliades@holytrinityphx.org
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Pentecost Celebration 
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TAX SAVINGS FOR HOLY TRINITY MEMBERS WITH IRA’S 
 

Seniors are required to take withdrawals from their IRA’s when they reach 72 years 
old. 
 
Those withdrawals are fully taxable at ordinary income rates. There is a simple way to 
avoid that tax, and help Holy Trinity. When you have funds sent directly from your 
IRA to Holy Trinity, the tax is avoided. You do not get an additional deduction for this 
donation, because you have already saved the tax by your direct gift from your IRA.  
 
You can make this process very simple by asking your IRA manager to issue a 
checkbook to you, then you simply write checks directly from Your IRA to Holy 
Trinity and any other charitable gifts you wish to make. 
 

+  REMEMBER  HOLY TRINITY IN YOUR WILL  +   

Endowment Fund 

+  The Holy Trinity CATHEDRAL Endowment Fund   + 
The Holy Trinity Endowment Fund was established in 1992 with an initial deposit of $2,000. 
The goal was to build the Endowment Fund whereby the interest and appreciation would one 
day provide sufficient income so Holy Trinity would no longer be totally dependent on an 
annual festival to supplement stewardship income. 
 
The Endowment Fund is obligated to preserve the donor’s contributions such that the 
principal will remain inviolate and be held in perpetuity by the Church. The funds are 
prudently managed by the investment committee, which reports to the Parish Council. The 
investment committee only approves withdrawals from the earnings and appreciation, over 
and above the donor’s contributions, and are used only to benefit Holy Trinity and its 
ministries.  
 
Over the course of the past twenty-nine years the committee has held steadfast to this 
mission, and as a result, generous donors from our Church, desiring to leave a legacy in 
perpetuity for their family, have made contributions totaling $642,340.00. 
 

This is your opportunity to put your lifetime thumbprint in the history of  
Holy Trinity Cathedral. 

 
We have been blessed by the generosity and foresight of the individuals and families listed on 
the next page. We benefit today from their kindness and vision. If your circumstances allow 
you to give a gift above and beyond your annual stewardship commitment, then please take 
this occasion to join the others in creating a legacy by pledging your gift to Holy Trinity 
Cathedral’s perpetual Endowment Fund. Gifts of $10,000 or more will be separately listed 
along with others who have reached that level.  
 
Your gift, no matter the amount will be combined into the general endowment fund, and 
will be greatly appreciated.  
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GIFT  DONATION  FORM 
 

Please list my endowment gift as follows: ____________________________________ 
 

Here is my Endowment gift, which I may add to, of $_____________ 
 

I plan to include the Holy Trinity Endowment fund in my  
Will___, my Living Trust___, or TOD*___ 
 

Signed:___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Dated:____________ 
 

Donor, please sign and keep a copy for your records       
 

*TOD = transfer on death   
 

All gifts will be preserved in the archives of Holy Trinity Cathedral                          
  
Gifts of $10,000 or more may be made over a three year period. 
 

Thank You, and + God Bless You + for your generosity. 

             Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral  +  1973 E Maryland Phoenix AZ 85016    

Endowment Fund 

+  REMEMBER  HOLY TRINITY IN YOUR WILL  +  

+ Consider gifting highly appreciated stock. +  
+ 72 and older, save taxes by giving from your IRA. + 

 

+      Endowment gifts over $10,000.00     + 
 

Gabriel & Helen Papagallos        Faye Boukas                          George & Ann Souvall 
The DeMoss Families                  Dennis & Anastasia DeBerry      IMO+ Tasia Pritchard 
IMO+ Mary Montague                George & Koula Cheros              John George Thomas 
IMO+ John G. Zannaras               IMO+ Dina Sakellarakis             Steve & Joan Vrahas  
Steve & Judith Vrahas               Dr. Nicholas Baziotes               James & Connie Coin Contes 
Ange & Alex J, Pappas             John & Mary Katsenes     
 

General Endowment Fund donations over $1,000.00 
 

Dr. Christopher J. DeMoss, the Lambrou Family 
IN MEMORY GIFTS: IMO+ Stacy Hotis, IMO+ Danny Speros, IMO+ Mark Sprintz, IMO+ Chris 
Gabriel, IMO+ Milton Sioles, IMO+ Fr. James & Presb. Katherine Tavlarides, IMO+ Tom Contes,  
IMO+ Leonard Mastorakos, IMO+ John Sgouros, IMO+ Chris Gabriel, IMO+ Athena & Dan 
Choukalas, IMO+ Milton & Harriet Sioles, IMO+ Koula & Pete Triantafyllou, IMO+ Fr. Anthony 
Coniaris, IMO+ James H. Karros  
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Sunday School 
By Kathy New, Director 

Sunday School—It's A Wrap!  
 
A BIG Thank You to all the teachers, parents, students, and community 
members who attended and supported Sunday School this year! We are 
already looking ahead to next school year with exciting new ideas and 
activities to incorporate into our program. Registration will start end of 
July/beginning of August, so be on the lookout!   
 
WE NEED YOU - VOLUNTEER TODAY!! 
 
Sunday School is made possible by our amazing community members. We cannot 
continue to provide this wonderful and most needed ministry to our youth without your 
participation and support! Please support Sunday School with your time and talents. 
There are numerous ways and opportunities available for you to help—teach, substitute, 
distribute snacks, arts/crafts, other projects, events (Godparents Sunday, Christmas 
Pageant, Pancake Breakfast......). Everyone is needed! To volunteer or for more 
information, please contact Kathy New at 602-318-0611 or kkatsalis@msn.com.  
 
Have a wonderful and safe summer!  May 2022 

mailto:kkatsalis@msn.com
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Mother’s Day 
Sunday, May 8, 2022 
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Celebration Committee 

Let’s Celebrate!  
 
The Celebration Committee at Holy Trinity Cathedral has been 
busy hosting a celebration event and community potluck 
during coffee hour on the first Sunday of each month. The 
goal is to help the faithful get to know each other better and 
to grow closer as a spiritual family. To further our ministry, we especially encourage you to invite 
a friend or neighbor to the monthly potluck to expose them to our wonderful church family!   
  

In May, we were honored to celebrate a long list of birthdays (see names on the following page) as 
well as a baby shower for Mara Contes and Emily Pappas. With a “little peanut is on the way” 
theme, the coffee hour tables were decorated with mason jars filled with roasted peanuts in the 
shell.  Both mothers received a diaper cake topped with an elephant security blanket as well as a 
gift card. This event also featured a peanut-counting contest where parishioners submitted their 
best guess.  Phil Panagiotoglou was the winner, missing the exact amount by only four 
peanuts!  His prize was a five-pound bag of peanuts and a beautiful handmade keychain, featuring 
an elephant carved from sandalwood.      
  

In June, we were pleased to celebrate another long list of birthdays (see names on the following 
page) as well as the 40-day blessings of Magdalene Jael, daughter of Tristan and Alana 
Stoutenburg and Veronica, daughter of Deborah Harrison. The Committee’s signature decoration, 
the balloon arch, adorned the community center.  With a “Welcome, Little One” theme, the 
Celebration Committee presented the new parents with a guardian angel icon box and two books: 
“Akathist to the Mother of God: Nurturer of Children” and “Akathist to the Guardian Angel Who 
Keepeth Unceasing Watch Over One’s Life”. Additionally, we acknowledged the 70th wedding 
anniversary of Harry and Fannie Pappas, parents of Connie Venetis. What a milestone, indeed! 
  

We greatly appreciate those who have wanted to share their milestone events and birthdays so we 
can be together and honor you.  If you or someone you know from the parish is celebrating a 
baby, a birthday, an anniversary milestone, or any other special event, please let the Church Office 
or the parish Celebration Committee know so that we can celebrate as a community! You can send 
a request with suggestions and details to:  htcphxevents@gmail.com.  

mailto:htcphxevents@gmail.com
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Celebration Committee 
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What YOU Can Do to Help Visitors 
Feel Welcome 

 

Have you noticed new faces? We’ve had many visitors stop by lately. Some 
are Orthodox and visiting from other Parishes, some are returning to 
Orthodoxy after a long time away, and some are coming to check out 
Orthodoxy for the very first time. No matter how they come to us, let’s 
make sure we say Hello!  
 

“Welcome! I don’t believe we’ve met yet. My name is (your name)” is a great start. Offer to 
walk with them to Coffee Hour. A personal connection goes far! 

HTC on Facebook 
 

The page offers news of our Parish Community, in addition  
to offering links to podcasts and videos of our services. 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral—Phoenix, AZ 

Donations 
 

We greatly value all your donations! Please remember, 
when you write us a check, to include your intention 
for the donation and your envelope number in the 
memo line. i.e. stewardship, candles, etc.  
Thank you all!  

The St. Nicodemus Book Discussion Club has been steadily 
growing and carrying out its mission of connecting 
Orthodox young adults across the Valley! On May 22nd, the 
club hosted its second dinner social. Attendees from three 
parishes were represented. After a delicious potluck 
dinner, Fr. Apostolos and Fr. Alexander led a forum 
discussion. It was a fun, casual evening of fellowship! The 
club also started a newsletter and an Instagram channel  
(https://www.instagram.com/yalazbookclub/) to promote 
club events, pan-Orthodox fellowship opportunities, and 
books that members have been reading.  
 
All Orthodox young adults from 18-35 are invited to the 
monthly dinner socials! Participation in the club is not 
required for attendance. To join our mailing list or to learn 
more about the book club, please follow us on Instagram, email yalazbookclub@gmail.com, or 
visit the St. Nicodemus Book Club table during coffee hour on the first Sunday of every 
month. If you know any young adults in other parishes that might be interested in the book 
club or pan-Orthodox social events, please encourage them to reach out to us! 

St. Nicodemas Book Discussion Club 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/holytrinityphx.org
https://www.facebook.com/holytrinityphx.org/
https://www.instagram.com/yalazbookclub/
mailto:yalazbookclub@gmail.com
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St. Nectarios Books & Beyond 
Submitted by Rita Papaspyrou  
stnectariosphx@gmail.com  

 

 

The Feast of the Ascension of 
our Lord God and Savior Jesus 
Christ is celebrated each year on the fortieth day 
after the Great and Holy Feast of Pascha (Easter). 
Since the date of Pascha changes each year, the 
date of the Feast of the Ascension changes. The 
Feast is always celebrated on a Thursday. 
 
The Feast itself commemorates when, on the 
fortieth day after His Resurrection, Jesus led His 
disciples to the Mount of Olives, and after 
blessing them and asking them to wait for the 
fulfillment of the promise of the Holy Spirit, He 
ascended into heaven. 
 
The moment of the Ascension is told in one 
sentence: "He was lifted up before their eyes in a 
cloud which took Him from their sight" (Acts 1:9). 
 
It is also at this time that the disciples were 
directed by Christ to "go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit" (Matthew 
28:19). Jesus also told them that He would be with them always, "even to the end of the 
world" (Matthew 28:20). 
 
The icon of The Ascension of Our Lord is a joyous icon. It is painted with bright colors. Christ 
is shown ascending in His glory in a mandorla. A mandorla is a design which is almond-
shaped or round. Inside the mandorla is the figure of a holy person. Christ blesses the 
assembly with His right hand. In His left is a scroll. The scroll is a symbol of teaching. This 
icon shows that the Lord in heaven is the source of blessing. In addition, Jesus is the source of 
knowledge. The icon reminds us that Christ continues to be the source of the teaching and 
message of the Church, blessing and guiding those to whom He has entrusted his work. 
 
The Theotokos occupies a very special place in this icon. She is in the center of the icon, 
immediately below the ascending Christ. The gesture of her hands is a gesture of prayer. She 
is clearly outlined by the whiteness of the garments of the angels. The Theotokos is depicted 
in a very calm pose. This is quite different from the appearance of the Disciples. They are 
moving about, talking to one another and looking and pointing towards heaven. The entire 
group, the Theotokos and the disciples represent the Church.  

Ascension of our Lord 
Commemorated Forty Days after Pascha 

  

mailto:stnectariosphx@gmail.com
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Maintenance Corner 
Submitted by Ted Fourlis 

Desert Diamonds 
Senior Parishioners and their guests 
Julie Karoutas  
email: juliekaroutas@gmail.com, cell: 623-313-8720 call or text 
 
St. Anthony’s Monastery Trip on June 3, 2022 

The Maintenance Committee is currently working to address the lack of 
lighting in the courtyard outside the chapel and cathedral. The wiring is 
original with a fault in the line, and we are working to come up with a solution. We are in the 
process of doing a property and basement cleanup. We are currently doing a study of 
maintenance needs throughout the property and will work with the Parish Council on a plan 
to address issues found. We are also putting together a plan to update the electrical needs in 
the patio to better serve the power needs during the Festival. The Valonis Bros. were able to 
change out all the broken casters in the kitchen, and changed out burnt light bulbs 
throughout the campus. If you would like to donate to the Maintenance Committee or would 
like to participate as a member of the committee please reach out to Ted Fourlis at 602-625-
8835, or Peter Bilitsis at 602-317-7780. 

mailto:juliekaroutas@gmail.com
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Desert Springs Subscription 
 

Enjoy color copies of Holy Trinity Cathedral’s Desert Springs delivered to you! 
 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________ 
 

Street Address: _____________________________________________ 
 

City, ST, Zip: _______________________________________________ 
 

Contact Phone:  __________________________ 
 

Return this form to the Church Office or  
contact Kristen at 602-332-8809 

 

Liturgical Services will continue to 
be live streamed 

by Father Apostolos  
and Father Alexander. 

  
All services can now be found on 

the Home Page of the  
Cathedral’s website 

www.holytrinityphx.org, 
in addition to the continued 

postings on our Facebook page. 
 

Thank you to Tom Giatron and Joshua Pardhe for 
their above-and-beyond efforts to bring  

clear and timely video to all! 

Desert Springs Issues Available to Our Seniors 
or the computer-challenged! 
 

In an effort to reach our whole Parish Community with Cathedral news, issues of the Desert 
Springs will be available for FREE to those in our community who do not own or use a 
computer, tablet, or smart phone or would prefer to read the news in hard-copy print. Submit 
names to the Church Office or text Kristen at 602-332-8809.  

 

http://www.holytrinityphx.org
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In this time more than ever we need 
prayer. For those not able to come to 

the Cathedral yet,  we have set up 
this ability to light a candle virtually! 
Please click the link above and follow 
the instructions. Enter your name and 
the names of those you wish prayed 
for in the PayPal “Notes” section, and 
Father Apostolos or Father Alexander  

will light a candle and say a prayer 
for you. 

 

Light a Candle 

 

Our Church Family 
 
40 Day Blessings  
“One thing I ask of the 
Lord, this is what I seek; 
that I may dwell in the 
house of the Lord all the 
days of my life, to gaze 
upon the beauty of the 
Lord and to seek him in 
his temple.” Psalm 27:4  
 
05/08/2022 
Jaxon, son of Danielle & Jason Lowell 
God’s Blessings be upon him. 
 
06/05/2022 
Magdelene, daughter of Alana & Tristan 
Stoutenburg 
God’s Blessings be upon her. 
 
06/05/2022 
Veronica, daughter of Deborah Harrison 
God’s Blessings be upon her. 
 
 
Funeral 
“Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me  
all the days of my life;  
and I shall dwell in the  
House of the Lord  
forever.”  
Psalm 23:6  
 
05/14/2022 
Bette Maniatis 
May her memory be eternal. 

Babies! 

https://holytrinityphx.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2537ebfc97159097009e7b6cf&id=41d6a27555&e=e72e02e4a4
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Coffee Hours 
 

Thank you to OPA (Orthodox 
Parents Association) for 
sponsoring Coffee Hours in May. 
 
The June Coffee Hours are 
sponsored by Philoptochos.  

Home Caregiver Opportunities  
If you or someone you know work as a home caretaker/caregiver/aid/helper, the Cathedral 
would love the resources to spread to those in need. Please reach out to Natalie in the office if 
you have any information!  

If you or someone you know is in need of a 2-wheel walker, a  
4-wheel walker or a wheelchair, please let Natalie in the office know so we  
can arrange to give them to you.. 

House Meeting for 3-5th Grade 
 

The Michalaks will be hosting our 3rd-5th 
Graders for a Summer Pool Party and BBQ on 
Saturday, June 18 at 2pm. Please RSVP here by 
June 15!  

*Free* Wheelchairs & Walkers Available! 

mailto:fraeliades@holytrinityphx.org
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AHEPA Chapter 219 
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Arizona Hellenic Foundation  
Scholarship Winners 

 

The following students were awarded scholarships  
by the Arizona Hellenic Foundation. 
 

Listed in alphabetical order: 
 

Stefanos Ambus,  
Madeline Fraenkel,  
Noah Goldsmith,  
Katerina Kostouros,  
Panagiotis Kostouros,  
Harris Manelis,  
Kristin Myer, and  
Demetrios Pickett who was awarded the AHEPA Chapter 454 scholarship. 
 

The scholarship recipients will be honored during an award ceremony on June 11, 2022 at 
12:00 pm at VinciTorio's Restaurant, 1835 E Elliott Rd., Suite 108, Tempe, AZ. 
 

Cost $35.00 per person. For reservations or other info please call  
Telis Evripidou at 480-332-6957. 

Young Adult Diamondbacks 
Game 
 
Our Young Adults (18-35 years old) will be going to the 
Diamondbacks-Twins game on Friday, June 17 @ 6:40pm. Let 
Fr. Alexander know if you are interested, in person, text, or 
email, tickets are $15!  

 

AHEPA Sunday 
May 15, 2022 

mailto:fraeliades@holytrinityphx.org
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OPA—Orthodox Parents Association 
Caroline Economopoulos, President 
 

 cjecomom@gmail.com, 

 

 

May Youth Night 

mailto:cjecomom@gmail.com
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Holy Trinity Cathedral congratulates our  
8th grade, high school, college, and  

post-college graduates! 
 

Individual profiles are on the following pages. 
 

Above, Father speaks to the graduates in 
attendance on May 22, 2022. 

 

Right, AHEPA donated a celebration cake. 

2022 Cathedral Graduates! 
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2022 Cathedral Graduates! 
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OPA—Orthodox Parents Association 


