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Kate’s children and her husband are her whole world. Since
marrying young, she’s dedicated her life to making her little
family grow. But in the last few years, she’s carved something
just for herself. Hours stolen away with another man. After
one midday tryst with her lover, Kate’s double life is thrown

i \EELhISEO . into chaos when she turns on the television to find their hotel

has been overtaken by an armed, dangerous group.

Thornwalk, a once-stately English manor, is on the brink of
i - transformation. It’s keys are being handed over to a luxury
hotelier who will undertake a complete renovation — but in
doing so, what will they erase? Through the keen eyes of an
enigmatic neighbor, the reader is taken on a guided tour into
rooms filled with secrets and memories, each revealing the
story of the five Gilbert siblings.

England, early 1800s: Destitute and forced to leave her home
in London, Isabel, a young widow of the Napoleon Wars,
returns to the village on the rugged Cornish coast where she
was found as a small child, dripping wet and alone. Hoping to
learn more about her enigmatic origins, she’s shocked to find
herself at the center of a local legend claiming she is the
daughter of a sea sprite.

It’s 1999, and Nikki Rose is the only Black editor on the staff
of a prestigious fashion magazine she once thought would be
her ticket to becoming a respected editor in chief. But after
being told one too many times by her boss that “Black girls
don’t sell magazines”, she quits to take over Sugar, a
struggling hip hop music and lifestyle magazine with
untapped potential.




