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January 2024
Please Distribute to Your Members

YCM 2023-2024 Officers and Board Members

Commodore Rickey Pope Eastern Yacht Club

Vice Commodore Kate Cramblett Miles River Yacht Club

Rear Commodore Steve Spicknall Crescent Yacht Club

Legislative Affairs Officer Dick Bruns Baltimore Yacht Club

Treasurer PC Faye Broseker Riverside Yacht Club

Secretary Sharon Winterling Galloway Yacht Club

IPC Board Member PC RyanPeters CrescentYachtClub

Board Member Joe Broseker ChesapeakeCommodoresClub

Board Member PC Barry Scott Baltimore Yacht Club

Board Member PCGeorgeStromberg Bodkin Yacht Club

Board Member PC Janet Yodris Key Yacht Club

Protocol Officer PC Joe Hellner Belvedere Yacht Club

Supply Officer PC Faye Broseker Riverside Yacht Club

YCM 2023-2024 Committee Chairs

Audit Commodore Rick Pope

By-Law HPC Jerry Cramblett

Finance Commodore Rick Pope

Membership RC Steve Spicknall

Nominating IPC Ryan Peters

Ships Log RC Steve Spicknall

Supply Officer PC Faye Broseker

Webmaster IPC Ryan Peters
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YCM MEETING SCHEDULE

General Membership Meeting Wednesday, January 31, 2024 ZOOM

Board Meeting Wednesday, February 28, 2024 ZOOM

General Membership Meeting Wednesday, March 27, 2024 North Point YC

Board Meeting Wednesday, April 24, 2024 ZOOM

General Membership Meeting Wednesday, May 29, 2024 TBD

Board Meeting Wednesday, June 26, 2024 ZOOM

General Membership Meeting Saturday, July 27, 2024 Summer Cruise

Board Meeting Wednesday, August 28, 2024 ZOOM

2023-2024 YCM SPONSORED EVENTS

YCM Commodore & Mates MEET & GREET

Fleet Captains Orientation & Luncheon

Commodores Day Out

YCM Summer Cruise

YCM Golf Outing

YCM Christmas Party
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Commodore’s Report

HELLO ALL!

HAPPY NEW YEAR! We hope you had a joyful and restful holiday season surrounded by
friends and family.

Yachts Clubs of Maryland celebrated our annual Christmas Party at Laurel Park Racetrack
in December. We had a nice turn out this year with beautiful weather for horse Racing. I
would like to express my gratitude and a big thank you to P/C Cheryl Blakey for her efforts
and continuing our Annual Christmas Party at Laurel Racetrack, I know it takes a lot of
time and effort year in & year out, again Thank You Cheryl!

CCC’s was a great start to the month of January and was great to be back at the Princess
Royale. Congratulations to the Bridge of Officers and to the Board of Governors of the
Chesapeake Commodore’s Club. Again, Well done to IPC Cheryl Blakey and wish the best
to Commodore Shelly Speicher Allocco for this upcoming year.

As you know by now, Yacht Clubs of Maryland and R/C Steve Spicknall will be hosting our
annual Fleet Captains & Fleetress Orientation/meeting on February 4th at Crescent Yacht
Club. It is a great event for all incoming Officers.

Also, we finally have a Date for the Commodore’s Day out. Sunday April 21st. The flyer for
this event will be out soon. Please check out our website, Facebook page and our monthly
Bay Breeze article. We look forward to seeing you at all the events soon.

We wish everyone a Happy New Year and a fun filled action packed year. Be Safe!
Enjoy!

Rick Pope
Commodore
443-955-8687
rjpope60@gmail.com
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Vice Commodore’s Report

Goodbye 2023 and Hello 2024. I hope everyone had a great holiday and is now
looking forward to a happy and healthy 2024. It was great to see so many of our
yacht club family at the CCC’s Ball in Ocean City. Congratula�ons to Commodore 
Shelly Speicher Allocco and special thanks for a job “well done” to CCC’s IPC Cheryl
Blakey (YCM 2013 Commodore).

Right now, our YCM officers are in planning mode.  Rear Commodore Steve Spicknall 
is busy planning our Annual Fleet Captain’s Mee�ng (see flyer).  This is an event 
worthy of everyone’s a�endance. I am working on arranging a speaker for our March
General Membership Mee�ng to be held at North Point Yacht Club. Commodore’s
Day Out plans are in the works and is set for Sunday, April 21st at Bal�more Yacht 
Club (more details later). And there are s�ll several balls to a�end, so please support
our sister clubs. While I am in the planning mode, if available, please forward to me
your Opening Day informa�on so that we can prepare the cards containing the 2024
Opening Day Schedule

Also, the Queen of the Chesapeake Pageant Commi�ee is also working diligently on
the 2024 Pageant. I am happy to announce that as of this wri�ng, we have 7 
Princesses. Pageant Orienta�on is scheduled for Sunday, February 18th at Maryland
Yacht Club.

Kate Cramble�
Vice Commodore
410-802-4791
kate.cramble�@verizon.net
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Rear Commodore’s Report

Happy Wintry Greetings to You All!!

As I type this, I am wishing this winter mess would give way to sunny skies and days on
the bay. Even my children have asked when the boat will be back in the water again and
where we plan to travel this coming season. The 90 days or so between now and splash
day will surely seem like an eternity.

Please get your RSVPs in ASAP for the Fleet Captain Meeting on February 4th. This will be
a straightforward day of getting to know everyone and showcase what events/travel your
club has planned for the 2024 boating season Lunch will be served before the meeting,
so please try to arrive promptly at noon.

I know this is WAY down the road, BUT while you are looking at your calendar, please
mark October 14th down as the day you will be playing in the YCM Golf Outing. There is
plenty more information to follow on this over the coming months.

Thank you in advance for your support!

Steve Spicknall
Rear Commodore
(443) 398-5633
stevescyc@gmail.com
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Legislative Affairs Officer’s Report

The Maryland General Assembly is under way, and it is “wait and see” what decisions they
will make that will impact Maryland’s hard-working citizens.

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) will plant about 147 million oysters
spat, or juvenile oysters, on forty-one acres in Anne Arundel County waters with
mitigation funds from the 2022 grounding of M/V Ever Forward on an upper Chesapeake
Bay oyster bar.

On March 13, 2022, the 1,095-foot Ever Forward container ship ran aground inside
Natural Oyster Bar 4-2. The bow of the ship, which draws forty feet of water, became
stuck at a depth of eighteen feet. The Ever Forward was refloated on April 17, 2022, after
a month of intensive dredging and multiple extraction attempts.

Last year, the state required the ship’s owner, Evergreen Marine Corporation, to pay DNR
$676,200 to fund oyster bar seeding mitigate the event’s impacts. DNR has now selected
the first area that it will target with this funding.

The grounding impacted about fourteen acres of Chesapeake Bay bottom, including 11.5
acres within the boundary of a natural oyster bar, according to the Maryland Board of
Public Works. A U.S. Coast Guard report later determined that negligence on the Ever
Forward contributed to the grounding.

In other news, for you oyster lovers, the Maryland fall oyster survey finds juvenile oysters,
or spat, are thriving throughout the Bay—including in several areas where they have
rarely been seen in 40 years.

Both the number of spat and the widespread distribution of them throughout Bay waters
are particularly encouraging, according to the Maryland Department of Natural Resources
(DNR). The survey results were announced at DNR’s Jan. 9 Oyster Advisory Commission
meeting.

The Fall Oyster Survey determines the year’s the spatfall intensity index, which measures
oysters’ reproductive success and their potential for population growth. This year’s index
was 86.8 spat per bushel, four times the 39-year median index of 23.6. This year’s index
is the fifth highest in all 39 years.

It is good news for the Bay environment, since oysters provide food for animals, oysters
are natural water filters, and their reefs provide habitat for marine life. It is also good
news for watermen and the entire Bay seafood industry.
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Last month, the U.S. Department of Commerce notified Maryland Gov. Wes Moore that
it has declined Maryland’s request for a federal commercial fisheries disaster declaration
that was sought to help address the economic and ecological damage caused by the
spread of invasive catfish and snakeheads in the Chesapeake Bay watershed.

Maryland made the unique request in March as a way to highlight and mitigate the harm
that invasive Chesapeake blue catfish, flathead catfish, and snakehead have on
economically important Bay species such as blue crabs and menhaden, which the
invasives eat. Under federal law, fishery disaster requests can be granted after a state
experiences a large, sudden, and unexpected decrease in fish stock that causes a
significant loss in a commercial fishery. Commerce ruled that blue catfish have not had
sufficient impact on commercial fishery revenues to qualify for fisheries disaster aid.

In the letter notifying Maryland of its decision, U.S. Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo
wrote that NOAA Fisheries recognizes the challenges invasive species have created in the
Bay ecosystem and offered to discuss potential opportunities in the future with Maryland.

“We’re disappointed in the decision, but also understand the ruling due to the limits of
federal law surrounding fisheries disasters,” said Maryland Department of Natural
Resources Secretary Josh Kurtz. “We will continue to work with our federal partners to
determine what form of federal assistance can help us mitigate the continued and
pervasive spread of blue catfish and other invasive species impacting commercial fisheries
in the Bay. However, this was just one of several efforts underway to tackle this issue.
Maryland is taking proactive steps on its own to limit the spread of blue catfish and other
invasive species.”

In November, the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) hired a dedicated program
manager to coordinate strategies across agencies and industries to reduce populations of
invasive fish in Maryland.

Maryland has no fishing limits on invasive fish, which means anglers can catch and keep
any number of them, at any size, during any time of year.

At the same time, Maryland’s Department of Agriculture (MDA) is ramping up marketing
efforts to promote wild-caught Chesapeake blue catfish to chefs, consumers, restaurants,
grocery stores and distributors to encourage more people to buy, eat, and sell wild-caught
Chesapeake blue catfish. The marketing and promotional campaign activities currently
focus on media appearances, social media posts, and roadside billboards highlighting the
culinary versatility of blue catfish and how eating more of the fish is an important way we
can all help watermen, local businesses, and the health of the Bay. MDA also collaborates
closely with chefs to attend various events throughout the state to provide
demonstrations and samplings of wild-caught Chesapeake blue catfish.
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Blue catfish were first introduced in Virginia in the 1970s as a target for recreational
fishing. The catfish are native to the Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, and Rio Grande River
basins. Against expectations, the catfish expanded out of freshwater and into the higher
salinity waters of the Bay, and from there began to spread into other rivers and tributaries
in Maryland and Virginia. Blue catfish populations grow rapidly, and studies have found
the invasive catfish making up 75% of the total biomass of fish in a Virginia river

Blue catfish are voracious eaters and have been documented as preying on blue crabs,
menhaden, white perch and other species. They out-compete the native species for
habitat space and food and pose a threat to key commercial fisheries including blue crab,
striped bass, white perch, yellow perch, and American eel.

Flathead catfish and snakehead are also known to prey on and out-compete native
species. With few natural predators, these fish can spread quickly through Maryland
waters.

Dick Bruns
Legisla�ve Affairs Officer
410-382-4561

dickbruns@comcast.net
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Protocol Matters
by Joe Hellner

Something that comes up a lot this time of year is what to do about late cancellations
when it is too late to adjust the count with the caterer. Consistent with what most clubs
do in these circumstances, for late cancellations and no shows that are not caused by
extenuating circumstances (emergency, auto accident, etc.), the person who committed
to attending the event must pay the host for expenses incurred because of late
cancellation or failure to show.

Host clubs must immediately attempt to get expenses owed by contacting the no shows
directly. All of us who put on events know that this is a serious obligation because a host
club can take a financial beating if people make reservations and do not show. The host
club may choose to waive the expenses, particularly when there are extenuating
circumstances, but the decision is always up to them and not the no shows.

If you do not show up for an event for which you made a reservation, think of your own
club and how it would be affected when folks with reservations do not show.

If a visiting club member fails to pay a host club or business, their home club must act
because failure of a member to pay debts reflects badly on the home club and its
members, embarrasses them to other clubs and to boating friends, and hurts the home
club's goodwill relationship with a business or club. For those reasons, Commodores and
Boards need to ensure all debts that could reflect badly on the club or its members, be
settled even if the club ends up paying. It is then up to the club what to do about the
member(s) who did not pay.

Till next time, see you around the Bay!
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BUY IT---SELL IT---FIND IT

Ladies Black Uniform Jacket – Size 10-12 18” Shoulders (Inside
Measurement) Tag in Jacket says “Reg 22” Will have at YCM’s Fleet
Captains Meeting on February 4th to try on. In excellent Condition.
Asking $175.00 Call 610-620-5513 with questions or if interested.
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CLUB LOCATION TIME BAND COST PRINCESS CONTACT PHONE EMAIL

Friday, September 8 North Point Yacht Club

North Point Yacht Club

1700 Wharf Road

Sparrows Point, MD 21219

REG: 6:00 PM

CER: 7:00 PM
More Cow Bell $75.00 TBA RC Andrew West 410-365-0646 slicklawn@aol.com

Saturday, October 7 Sue Haven Yacht Club

Sue Haven Yacht Club

542 Edgar Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21221

REG: 5:00 PM

CER: 6:00 PM
Code Red $105.00 $55.00 PC Steve Reed 410-294-5543 reeduu38@gmail.com

Saturday, October 14 Red Eye Yacht Club

Eastern Yacht Club

2330 Seneca Road

Essex, MD 21221

REG: 6:00 PM

CER: 7:00 PM

The

Uncommitted
$100.00 $55.00 Erni Heiser 410-404-4066 dwheiser@verion.net

Saturday, October 21 Baltimore Yacht Club

Boumi Shriners Temple

5050 King Avenue

Rosedale, MD 21237

REG: 5:00 PM

CER: 6:00 PM
Don't Stop $110.00 $70.00 Barry Scott 443-807-9870 bycball2023@gmail.com

Saturday, November 4 North East River Yacht Club

North East River Yacht Club

80 Bayside Dr

North East, MD 21901

6:00PM TBA $90 $60 Dick Martin 410-920-3357 Richardmartin88@comcast.net

Saturday, November 11 Pleasant Yacht Club

M&M Catering

1010 Oldham Street

Baltimore MD 21224

1PM-5PM $60 Herb Barnes 443-956-0586

Saturday, November 18 Maryland Yacht Club
Maryland Yacht Club

1500 Fairview Beach Road

Pasadena, MD 21122

REG: 10:45

BRUNCH 11:00

CER: 12:00PM

$80.00 $40.00 Carl Treff 410-627-3093 on-line registration @

www.mdyc.org/events

Saturday, December 2 Eastern Yacht Club

Eastern Yacht Club

2330 Seneca Road

Essex, MD 21221

REG: 6:00PM Sound Storm $110 $60
Sharon Winterling

by Nov. 17th sharonwinterling@gmail.com

Saturday, December 2 Kent Island Yacht Club

Kent Island Yacht Club

117 Yacht Club Drive

Chester, MD 21619

REG : 5:00PM

CER: 6:00PM

Sharon and the

Edge Band
$90 $60 KIYC Office 410-640-4101 kiyc@kiyc.org

Friday, December 8

POSTPONED
Otter Point Yacht Club

Otter Point Yacht Club

600 Otter Point Road

Abingdon, MD 21009

Reg: 6:00PM

Dinner 7:00PM

Cer: 8:15PM

TBA $100 $50
Nathan Summers

Pamela Morris

410-382-8961

443-752-9807
natosummers@gmail.com

pamelamorris@icloud.com

Friday - Sunday

January 5-7

Chesapeake Commodores

Club

Princess Royale

9100 Coastal Highway

Ocean City, MD 21842

FRIDAY

REG: 1:00 PM
VARIES N/A E/O Janet Yodris 410- 979-9699 ziajanet47@gmail.com

Saturday, January 20 Bush River Yacht Club

MD Golf & Country Club

1335 E MacPhail Road

Bel Air, MD 21015

Cocktail Hour

5:00PM
Vertigo Red $110 $75 Dave Oliver 443-783-6140

Saturday, January 27 Galloway Yacht Club

Boumi Shriners Temple

5050 King Avenue

Rosedale, MD 21237

REG:5:00 PM

CER: 6:00 PM
Don't Stop $110.00 $70.00 Bob Truax 711Truman@comcast.net

Saturday, February 3 Middle River Yacht Club

Sparrows Point Country Club

919 Wise Avenue

Dundalk, MD 21222

5:30 Reg

6:00 Dinner
Oracle $115 $75 Mary Phillips 410-491-9054 philpmary@aol.com

Saturday, February 10 Bodkin Yacht Club

Turf Valley Resort

2700 Turf Valley Road

Ellicott City, MD 21042

REG: 5:00 PM

CER: 6:00 PM
$105 $555 bodkinycbball@gmail.com

Saturday, February 17 Crescent Yacht Club

MD Golf & Country Club

1335 E MacPhail Road

Bel Air, MD 21015

REG: 1:00PM

CER: 2:00PM
DJ $100 $50 Andy Socha sochafamily882@msn.com

Saturday, February 17 Great Oak Yacht Club

Eden Resort

222 Eden Road

Lancaster, PA 17601

6:00PM $85.00 GOYC.org/COW2024

Saturday, February 24 CBYCA
Majesty Ship

Baltimore Inner Harbor

Boarding 6:30PM

Sailing 7-9:30PM
DJ $145 $70

Saturday, March 2 Marley Boat Club

Crescent Yacht Club

1840 Cape May Road

Baltimore MD 21221

REG: 5:00 PM

CER: 6:00 PM
Don't Stop $110 $55 Dr. Cindy Layton 443-223-6475 cnlayton@verizon.net

Sunday, April 21 Yacht Clubs of Maryland

Baltimore Yacht Club

800 Baltimore Yacht Club Road

Baltimore MD 21221

TBA TBA TBA

YACHT CLUBS OF MARYLAND 2023/2024 BALL SCHEDULE JANUARY 15, 2024 UPDATE
DATE
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NOTE: Riverside Yacht Club will not be holding a ball this year.


