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Commodore’s Report 
 

Hello Everyone, 
 
I know I’ve said this before but I get to say it again, this is my last Bay Breeze 
article, it may be short but it is heartfelt. 
 
I like to send out a very sincere THANK YOU to the officers and board members 
past and present who have shown Debi and I nothing but support throughout this 
year. Thank you also goes out to all our member clubs who supported us and 
continue to support YCM and its officers. It has truly been a pleasure for Debi and I 
to be out here with all of you making memories and sharing these moments.  we are 
here to serve our community of clubs and their members, thank you for the 
opportunity to serve. I am very proud to have been a part of this organization and 
have always thought it to be special and needed. I will continue to help support its 
growth and function within our yacht club community. 
 
 It has truly been an honor to represent this organization as its Commodore not 
once, but twice.   

 
                          “THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR SUPPORT” 
 
Happy Boating. 
Commodore Ryan Peters 
 
 
 
 
I invite any comments, feedback or suggestions, please email them to 
YCMwebmaster@gmail.com or use the contact section of our website. 

 

Remember; “Yacht Clubs need the support of other Yacht Clubs” 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

http://www.yachtclubsofmaryland.com/
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Vice Commodore’s Report 

Hello Everyone, 
The fall season is here and this is time for some of the year’s best boating weather. So, enjoy. 
It’s also the start of Ball season, so please remember to support your sister clubs at their balls 
and other events. 
This is the last Bay Breeze of my term. I move back into yacht club “retirement” having come 
out of retirement tom step into the Vice commodore slot this year. It has been my honor and I 
thank all those club members for their support, especially the club representatives who have 
become quite diligent at letting me know about their club events. A special thanks to those who 
upload their club events to the YCM Facebook page. 
Faye and I hope to see many of you at the YCM change of watch on Wednesday, September 
27 at Eastern Yacht Club and at the YCM Golf Tournament on October 9. Flyers for both events 
are attached. 

With permission from CCC Commodore Cheryl Blakey, I wanted to reprint the 
message she had in this month’s CCC Poopdeck. Here it is: 

“Where did summer go?? This past weekend, Rucker and I joined as guests of 
a P/C of Baltimore Yacht Club for their Crab Feast Cruise weekend in Rock Hall. 
It was great to see everyone and have the chance to get to know a few more 
members of Baltimore Yacht Club as well. The opportunity that a member who 
steps up to serve their club as an Officer or Board Member - opens doors and 
exposes those Officers or Board Members to meeting other Officers of our sister 
yacht clubs...  

It is difficult to put into words, but the willingness for members to serve their club 
in that capacity will reap benefits far in excess of the appreciation and support of 
their own yacht club... I encourage our CCC's members to share THEIR 
personal stories of the friends that they met from OTHER Clubs, and the 
experiences that they were able to have as a result of their stepping up to 
become an Officer. 

Encouragement and support for our Bridge Officers is a key part of how we can 
engage and build the "leaders" of our clubs for tomorrow... the health and well-
being of our yacht club membership and involvement to sustain our traditions, 
and build strong communities for the future - is as much reliant on our Past 
Commodores to SUPPORT INSPIRE, and ENCOURAGE our yacht club 
Leaders of tomorrow ... The wealth of experience among our CCC's 
membership means nothing - IF we fail to support and build, and encourage our 
leaders for the future of our organizations ...” 

I just felt this message from Commodore Blakey really tells the story of the 
rewards of stepping up and being an officer.  It is a life-enriching 
experience. 

Joe Broseker,  

Vice Commodore 
 

http://www.yachtclubsofmaryland.com/
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Rear Commodore’s Report 
 

Hello All, 
     Goodbye Summer, it’s been fun, and it’s Fall coming back to me now. This is my favorite 
time of the year, not too hot and not too cold and still plenty of boating left. Yes, it’s that time of 
the year, BALL SEASON, our Yacht Club tradition! North Point Yacht Club started it off with a 
great turnout and soon other Clubs will follow. Yacht Clubs of Maryland prides it’s self by 
posting all balls as quickly as we receive your Ball information and Flyers on our YCM Website 
yachtclubsofmaryland.com and Facebook page.  
 
      Keep an eye out for our Yacht Clubs of Maryland Change of Watch ceremony to be held at 
Eastern Yacht Club on Wednesday September 27th. During this GMM we will be voting on our 
slate of incoming Officers and new membership, so this is important to have a Commodore or 
Delegate from each Club to attend the GMM to vote and to enjoy the evening. 
 
     The YCM Golf Outing is right around the corner. Monday October 9th. (Columbus Day) Our 
annual YCM Golf Outing will be held at The Preserve at Eisenhower Golf course in Crownsville 
Maryland, just a few miles past BWI. We have a pretty big foursome list already and as always, 
still need sponsorships from our Valued Yacht Clubs and Businesses Partners.  
 
    I was honored to participate in the Wounded Warriors Day out program Hosted by Maryland 
Yacht Club. They had over 60 boats that participated in this event. This is such a great event to 
be a part of during the entire weekend. Again, I would like to thank P/C John Polek and P/C 
Dave Majerowicz and all the volunteers who helped out during this great event. 
 
     Finally, I would like to thank our Officers, Bridge, and Past Commodores for your endless 
support, your contributions to YCM and our mission. I have so much gratitude for each one of 
you. 
Thank You 
Enjoy!Rick Pope, Rear Commodore 
YCM.rear23@gmail.com 
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Legislative Affairs Officer’s Report 
 

A Coast Guard safety alert reminds all inflatable life jacket users of the importance of 
performing periodic maintenance on their equipment. Instances of fatal accidents 
where inflatable life jackets failed to properly inflate have been documented. When a 
life jacket fails to inflate properly, the results can be life threatening. Unknown bladder 
leaks may exist, fabric degradation or an improperly installed CO2 cylinder is all it 
takes to render an inflatable life jacket ineffective by preventing its inflation or ability to 
stay inflated. 
  
The Coast Guard issued a safety alert to remind all vessel operators to routinely 
inspect their lifejackets to ensure they are suitable for service. Recently Coast Guard 
inspectors discovered over 60 lifejackets that were required to be removed and 
destroyed. It was discovered that the unicellular foam buoyant material within the 
nylon outer shell had degraded significantly over time, broke apart, crumbled and in 
some instances was reduced to dust. The lifejackets were properly stored, kept dry, 
and not under direct sunlight; however, the location was very hot at times. 
  
The beginning of the school year always brims with promise and excitement. For 
many who are close to graduating, it’s time to explore their options in the workforce. 
  
One option is to consider a career in natural resources and conservation.  
  
Right now, there is a great need in Maryland and around the nation for workers skilled 
in managing natural resources and building resiliency into the landscape as we 
confront challenges ranging from climate change impacts to the spread of invasive 
species.  
  
The Department of Natural Resources has a variety of programs designed for 
students and young adults to serve in their communities protecting and enhancing 
Maryland’s natural resources. These opportunities can help teens and young adults 
begin their careers in a range of environmental and conservation fields. 
  
Throughout the school year, the department’s Education team provides resources for 
teachers to ensure that Maryland’s youth experience, understand, and learn to 
conserve the natural environment. 
  
Each summer, the department offers the Natural Resources Careers Camp, a seven-
day program with curriculum designed by natural resources professionals in 
partnership with the state’s Forestry Boards. Traditional forestry is the main focus of 
this educational experience with the inclusion of GIS and GPS technology, urban 
forestry, wildlife habitat, fisheries, and watershed ecology. This co-educational camp 
provides an opportunity for high school students interested in a career in natural 
resources to learn from industry professionals and develop contacts for future 
employment. 
  

http://www.yachtclubsofmaryland.com/
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https://dnr.maryland.gov/forests/Pages/NRCC.aspx
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Another premier programs is the Maryland Conservation Corps, managed by the 
Maryland Park Service. Participants come from across the country, are between the 
ages of 17 and 25, and complete at least 1,700 hours of service over 10 months. 
  
Importantly, these programs also empower our young people with necessary skills 
toward careers in the growing green economy. Supporting young people in these 
career paths is essential to providing a sustainable environment to the next generation 
and those who follow. 
  
 Also, recently the Department of Commerce and NOAA announced the availability of 
up to $28 million across two funding opportunities to address marine debris 
throughout the coastal U.S., Great Lakes, territories and Freely Associated States. 
These two Fiscal Year 2024 funding opportunities are part of NOAA’s Climate-Ready 
Coasts initiative under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, and allow NOAA to support 
impactful, large-scale marine debris removal projects, as well as the installation, 
monitoring and maintenance of proven marine debris interception technologies.  
  
“Marine debris is a significant and increasing threat to coastal, ocean and Great Lakes 
economic activity, and the communities that rely on a healthy and productive marine 
environment,” said U.S. Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo. “These new funding 
opportunities — following on additional investments in marine debris removal through 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law — will go a long way toward addressing the harmful 
effects of marine debris head on.” 
  
These two funding opportunities include: 

• The Marine Debris Removal funding opportunity, which prioritizes the 
development of large-scale marine debris removal projects that focus on marine 
debris that is generally unable to be collected by hand, including abandoned and 
derelict vessels, derelict fishing gear and other large debris. Letters of intent are 
due on October 27, 2023. 

• The Marine Debris Interception Technologies funding opportunity, which 
prioritizes the installation, monitoring and maintenance of proven marine debris 
interception technologies that will capture marine debris at or close to known 
sources or pathways. Letters of intent are due on November 15, 2023. 

These two funding opportunities will be reviewed separately and have different 
application requirements. NOAA will select projects through a rigorous and highly 
competitive merit review process.  
  
For more information on these marine debris grant opportunities, please visit 
the Removal opportunity and the Interception Technologies opportunity on Grants.gov 
and the NOAA Marine Debris Program’s website. 
  
NOAA has multiple funding opportunities focusing on marine debris priorities. Please 
visit the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law website to learn about current and upcoming 
funding opportunities. 
  

Dick Bruns 
Legislative Affairs Officer 

http://www.yachtclubsofmaryland.com/
https://dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands/pages/mcc.aspx
https://www.noaa.gov/infrastructure-law
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=349974
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=349978
https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/resources/funding-opportunities
https://www.noaa.gov/infrastructure-law
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Chaplain and Sick & Welfare Report (Anna Davis) 

Marvin L. Brown, Sr., Outcast Yacht Club, crossed over the bar on August 19, 2023. 
He had been on dialysis for 4 years. His obituary can be found at Laughreyfuneralhome.com. 
Expression of Sympathy can be sent to his wife of 70 years, Dorothy, and his family at 29 
Patterson Ave., Pennsville, NJ 08070-2317. 

CBYCA PC Gene Schenk 

 “Gene Schenck fell into the water between his boat and finger pier at Bodkin Yacht Club on 
Saturday. Unfortunately, his leg became entangled in the structure, and it was badly broken. 
He had surgery on Sunday, Aug 27. Additional surgeries will be needed. Gene says he's OK, 
and he knows there will be plenty of ribbing. He also thanks Marine Surveyor Kyle Ulrich who 
pulled him out of the water when his broken leg  made it hard to swim.”  

 Get Well Wishes can be sent to Gene at 1289 Canadochly Road, York, PA 17406-9660. 

James Troy, Sr., Pleasant Yacht Club, recently crossed over the bar. Although his 
funeral arrangements are incomplete, his family has requested a CCC Memorial Service. 
When this information is received it will be sent to all of you. Please keep his wife, Brenda, and 
his family in your thoughts and prayers. Sadly, his son James Troy, Jr. passed away in May. 
Expression of Sympathy can be sent to 3816 Delverne Road, Baltimore, MD 21218. 

 

  If a member or a member’s family asks you to notify me of an illness or passing, 
please indicate that when you email cccsw17@yahoo.com or call me at 410-440-

2801. Please remember to keep all in your thoughts and prayers, especially those 
who have recently been diagnosed with cancer and those who lost loved ones. 
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SCUTTLEBITT and SPINDRIFT 
By Salty Sam 

 
 

Salty Sam and Captain Protocol are still traveling in their RV. 
 
But, we still have some protocol news. CCC Commodore Cheryl Blakey has 
asked us to remind all of the correct uniform protocol when wearing the Black 
uniform to Balls, etc. In the Black uniform, remember you rank is on the sleeve 
of your jacket. Your name, rank, and home club is on the name plate you wear 
on the front of the jacket. So, you don’t put any rank pins or club medals on 
your shirt collar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 See the latest Ball schedule and upcoming event flyers attached to 
this Bay Breeze. 
 

http://www.yachtclubsofmaryland.com/
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

Place your classified ads in the Bay Breeze and reach all of our member clubs. 

The cost is $2.00 per month for personal ads, and $3.00 per month for business- 
and business-related ads (4 lines or less) $10.00 if you include pictures. We will soon 
have pricing for quarter page, half page and full-page ads. 

Send you ads to: YCMwebmaster.com 
 
 

SHOW YOUR YCM PRIDE 
 

Available to order, YCM Member Burgee for only $35 
In stock now, YCM Delegates Flag for only $20.00 

 
YCM Burgee: Can be flown by any member of a club that 
belongs to YCM. It is not to fly in place of the club burgee 
at the bow but may be flown on a portside hoist or 
attachment point or a separate rail mount flag post aft of 
the bow post. 

 
 
 

 
YCM Delegates Flag: Can be flown by any Current Club 
Delegate to YCM. Flown as a club office on the Starboard 
side or on the port side under the club burgee for which 
the person is a delegate. As a current office, is flown 
above the P/C Flag and below any higher-ranking current 
club office. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.yachtclubsofmaryland.com/
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What Yacht Clubs of Maryland provides for its member Clubs 
Below is a summary: 
1. Legislative and Regulatory Representation: Because we are focused only on 
Maryland and rely on directly affected local volunteers, we are usually ahead of 
other organizations in knowing and acting on issues of concern to Maryland yacht 
clubs and their members. If you have been following our publications or getting 
meeting reports from your representatives, you know that the 2015 legislation 
session held no significant problems for clubs and boaters. Other years have been 
a different story. Recent efforts have included, YCM submitting written testimony 
in opposition to the Boating Fees Bill (HB 1307) and the Luxury Tax Bill (HB 1345), 
contacted legislators, and had YCM reps attend the hearings on behalf of the clubs. 
At one of the hearings, with Cheryl Blakey and Joe Hellner (attending on behalf of 
YCM) noted committee members hitting points right off our written testimony. We 
worked collaboratively with CBYCA and kept them in the loop. We also investigated 
and then contacted officials and other organizations on the large gathering permit 
bill, which, once amended in response to feedback from the marine trades, YCM, 
and boating groups, had no effect on normal yacht club activities. Throughout the 
year, coordinated by our Legislative Director, volunteers looked into waterway and 
boating issues brought to us by our members. We also dug to find useful Maryland 
boating and waterway information so our members wouldn't have to. In 2015, YCM 
P/C Joe Hellner was appointed by the DNR Secretary to the Maryland Boat Act 
Advisory Committee as a representative from the yacht club community. 

 
2. Support of Maryland yacht club interaction, communication, and promotion of 
activities of mutual interest. 

a. Hold the Annual Fleet Captains Meeting to allow these (usually new) officers 
to meet and discuss plans for the upcoming season, collect information about 
club activities, and collect and publish that information back to the Fleet 
Captains and member clubs. These folks form the foundation for our Clubs 
futures and will be working with each other for the next four years. This is the 
venue that the Rear Commodore uses to introduce the Fleet Captains to the 
Ship's Log and passes out prior year information that will need to be updated. 
(continued) 
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b. Maintain the YCM web site, which serves as the Maryland yacht club 
community bulletin board and is full of information and event news and links. 
By working with the webmaster, all clubs are welcome to use the website. The 
past three YCM Monthly Newsletters are always available by link from the 
website. 

 
c. Publish a Monthly Newsletter covering news of interest, protocol tips, and 
upcoming activities. By working with the Newsletter Editor, this forum is open to 
all members. The newsletter is emailed to member club representatives and 
commodores to pass on to members. Those who would like to get the 
newsletter directly are welcome to contact the Editor. 

 
d. Meet Monthly with alternating Board and General Membership Meetings as 
a "Local Community Association" to discuss and work on issues of interests to 
the members. Each club designates a Representative and Alternate to attend the 
meetings and provide communication between their club, the YCM, and fellow 
member clubs around the Bay. These meetings are open to all and lively frank 
discussion is the norm. 

 
e. Annual SHIP'S LOG: Published each year at the start of boating season 
contains information provided by each member club intended to be useful to 
the average club member who wants to know more about other yacht clubs, 
what they have, and how to visit them. This publication also serves as the annual 
yearbook capturing people and events of our local yachting community. This is 
not an ad book as it is intended to and be an informational Service to the 
Member Clubs. Due to funding limits, printed copies given to each club are 
limited. The pdf file of SHIP's LOG is available to any member who would like to 
download the file for club or personal use. 

 
f. Skunk Flag of the Bay Award: Recognizes at least one, sometimes several, 
members of the yacht club community each year for getting out there and doing 
something with their boats or with their clubs, leading to outstanding humorous 
and amusing mishaps and adventures. (continued) 
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The Awards are given by YCM's own Salty Sam the Sea Dog, who always notes 
that "Those who don't make mistakes must not be doing anything". Salty also 
serves as gossip columnist. 

 
g. Regular Email Notification: Each year the YCM Vice Commodore maintains 
an email distribution list to provide breaking news or information of immediate 
interest to the members. Examples include “All Hands” notices, flyers from 
member clubs, Opening and Ball schedules and updates, Sick and Welfare 
Notices, and Funeral Information. Chances are your officers or Club first “heard 
about it” from us. 

 
h. Protocol Guidance: Each year, YCM receives and responds numerous 
questions about why and how we do things in the traditional ways followed by 
Yacht Clubs, especially the local practices that evolved in Maryland over many 
generations. YCM appoints a qualified volunteer called “Captain Protocol” to do 
the research, be the keeper of the knowledge, and find ways to help the member 
clubs. Often questions become the genesis for regular articles in the newsletter. 
Recently, “Captain Protocol” provided Pleasant YC with the details of conducting 
an Opening Day Ceremony as practiced by Maryland clubs around the Northern 
Chesapeake Bay and distributed a one-page guide to placement of buttons, pins, 
and nameplates on yacht club uniforms. 

 
3. Organize and Lead the Annual Yacht Club Golf Tournament to get together in a 
different type of activity that is popular among many club members in addition to 
their boating hobby. This event is darn hard to do so great credit goes to the 
Chairpersons and army of volunteers who create this special opportunity for the 
golfers and would be golfers in our clubs. 

 
4. Organize and Lead the Annual Christmas and Holiday Party open to members 
and friends of all Maryland Clubs. This event is held at Laurel Park as a unique event, 
different from regular club activities, which celebrates Maryland's proud heritage 
of Thoroughbred Horse Racing while providing a centrally located venue where a 
(continued) 
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large number of folks from all the clubs together can gather to celebrate the holiday 
season. 

5. General Support of Member Clubs: 

a. Our goal is be there when Clubs are stuck on something. One area that has 
been well received has been our pursuit and stocking of hard-to-find silver 
buttons for club Past Commodores, especially since local tailors and online 
companies willing to carry these items are few. We were able to find the 
company that makes buttons, which provides us with wholesale bulk orders 
of all the types. We also keep a stock of silver hat braids and hat buttons. 

b. Harnessing the power of many: YCM is the place to come if a member club 
has an idea or a problem that can be acted upon by finding and pulling 
together people of like mind and who have the passion and interest to pursue 
it. 

 

YCM IS GRATEFUL FOR THE SUPPORT WE RECEIVE FROM OUR MEMBER CLUBS 
 

YCM MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
 

• Wednesday, September 27 at Eastern Yacht Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

YACHT CLUBS OF MARYLAND 
 

 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR, YACHT 

CLUBS OF MARYLAND 

CHANGE OF WATCH & CEREMONY 

6 p.m. Wednesday September 27, 2023 

Hosted by Eastern Yacht Club 

 
APPETIZERS & CASH BAR 

 
Please RSVP to rjpope60@gmail.com by September 26th. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
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