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A Network that Sustains New York City
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Developments in the Town of Southeast
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East Branch Reservoir
Construction & Engineering
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Transformation of the Area
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1829 map featuring “Sodam Corners”, later named Southeast
Centre. CHO
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The construction of the East Branch and
other reservoirs was an important turning
point in Southeast’s history—ending farming
and small industry as economic activilies
and permanently restricting development
within large areas sectioned off by the city.

B

Early 20th century reservoir views; HC548, Howes Family Collection; CHO
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Public Sentiment and Fear

Johnstown Flood, 1889: Gen. view of debris #15; Photo copyrighted
by Langill & Darling, 1889; Library of Congress

Death on and Near the Construction Site

| The Arst serions accident at the works
| at Bodom occurred about 10: 50 o'elook
|on Toesddy. A huge iron cable spans
the valley whereln the masonry dam is
being bullt by Contractors Sollivan,
| Rider & Dougherty.  The otable s
stretched directly above the dam and all
the large stones, oement, oto., used in
fts construction are loaded upon plat
forms, run out upon the cable and
lowered to the workmen. The work was
belng cartied on a8 ustal Tuesday morn-
Ing, when, without & moment's warning,
the oable; welghing several tons, with its
heavily freighted ocar, came crashing
down upon the forty iaborers below.
Fortunately only ‘three men were hurk
One was strock by the platform oar,
and died shorlly afterward; abother
was severely injured but will re-
cover; the third was only slightly in-
jured. Many parrow escApes are re-

The laborer killed was Rocoo Giuseppe
Pellettiers, aged 84 years, and leaves A
wiie and two children in Italy. He bad
boen in this country only three months,
Hias body was taken to the shanty near by
where he boarded. The faneral was
largely attended by his fellow-country-
mon on Wedneaday, and his body was
interred in the Brewster Catholic ceme.
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Brewster Standard, 1 Nov 1889

1 Headstone at St. Lawrence O’Toole Cemetery, Brewster, NY. Source: Find A Grave Memorial

e N TOoNT0 &
B & 18y

Deliverable researeh and development eompleted a8 4 companent ol e Eaele Scout Service Project ol Connor O'Reilly, Troop 228 Somers, NY.
mrcolaboration with Sontheast Museumn., the TownorSoutheast Historic Sites Commission, and the Putnam County Historian's Qffice; with

inaneial support [rom the Pulnam Countv Italian American Club. Brewster, NY: Fall zo25



Aftermath and Legacy

The East Branch Spillway, 1972; Patent Trader Morgue, CHO
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LIQUID ASSETS

e **L”' il A History of New York City's
: Water System
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