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August 9 

Scholarship Dinner  

(Combo Flyer attached) 

September 13 

       IAWG “Silver Anniversary+ 1”  

    (members only)( Flyer attached) 

September 17 

Visit to the Botanical Gardens 

(Combo Flyer attached 

**** 

More Info to Follow 
October 11 

General meeting   

October 17 

Bingo Brunch fundraiser  

(open to non-members) 

November 8  

General meeting 

December 13 

Christmas Dinner & Toy drive 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

2021 

Dear Friends, 
 What a great summer we are having. Our Western barbecue was a huge 

success thanks to Barbara Valle. Succulents provided beautiful table décor and 

were raffled off to lucky ticket holders. Line dancing was the hit of the day. Many 

of the attendees had fun learning how to line dance. In fact, there has been a 

request to offer a line dancing class in the future. As many of you who have been 

members for a while, we don’t usually have a July event due to many planned 

vacations but since life has changed a bit, more members are at home and the 

barbecue provided a very nice outing for them. Over 70 members and some 

guests enjoyed the barbecue and the line dancing lesson. 

I am looking forward to the many events that are earmarked for the rest of 2021. 

The August dinner will introduce this year’s scholarship recipients and Septem-

ber will be our Guild’s Twenty-fifth anniversary celebration that we couldn’t have 

last year. 

It will be so nice to celebrate the IAWG, it’s founders and its purpose. It will be a 

celebration of the many years that the guild has brought together women of Ital-

ian heritage either by birth or marriage for the purpose of growing friendships 

and participating in community philanthropic efforts. 

In addition, plans for our annual Bingo Brunch Fund raiser in October, is moving 

forward. (info inside) Remember this event is for non-members, so let your 

friends know that event is around the corner 

Stay tuned for the launching of outside activities being planned and organized for 

our members. Events committee chairs, Anita Bogdanoff, Jeannette Rossi and 

Jan Salvato have several fun activities planned for this year and into 2022, be-

ginning in September with a visit to the “Flower Piano Botanical Gardens” in 

Golden Gate Park. (Flyer inside) It will be nice to get back to normal with some 

of these activities bringing friends together. 

We continue to get more applications for membership to the guild and I am very 

excited by the number of members who attend the meetings. There are always a 

few new faces each time. I have to thank those who remember to wear their 

badges. The purpose for these badges is so everyone gets to know each other. 

Thank you for your cooperation.  

Ciao, 

Linda (Biancalana) Koelling 

“In three words, I can sum up everything I know about life, ____It 
goes on”! Robert Frost 

Everything looks better in 

color! Check out the 

newsletter on our website: 

https://iawgsm.org 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Condolences to Members  

 Liana Figone's  on the passing of her husband Robert 

 Marilyn Piazza had loss of her brother-in-law, Gerald 

Speedy Recovery to Members 

 Angie Fanuccchi’s husband  Angelo 

 Elena Quiici 

 Mavis Dianda 

 Anita Meister  

RITA SPES August 1 

VIVIAN SANTILLI August 2 

LINDA WATSON August 3 

IRIS BAGNESCHI August 4 

ARLENE CALLEGARI August 4 

CECE MACNAUGHTON August 8 

EMMA CIARDELLI August 9 

SANDRA FERRARI August 9 

MICHELE PACQUET August 13 

CAROL  CORVINO August 13 

MEG MILANI August 14 

TINA AVELAR August 15 

NICKI ZARGANIS August 16 

CAROLIN LENCIONI August 17 

PATRICIA PILARA August 17 

GWEN MATTEUCCI August 18 

KIMBERLY KOUKIS August 19 

CARMELA DI MAURO August 21 

ROSE FLAHAVAN August 23 

VIRGINIA O'BRIEN August 23 

GIULIANA PINOCHI August 23 

DONNA SKOVGAARD August 24 

DINA FORNESI August 25 

ELSIE TONELLI August 25 

MARIA BERTOLLO August 26 

MARILYN PIAZZA August 27 

KAREN ANDERSON August 27 

PASQUALINA CAMPI August 29 

RITA ARNOLD August 31 

Our History 

The time-honored Columbus Day celebrations were launched in the late 1800s as Italian immigrants 
attempted to create a sense of self-esteem and dignity during a period where they were subjected 
to lynchings, bigotry and prejudice throughout the U.S. 
 

Columbus’s journey sparked 500 years of immigration to America, attracting peoples from throughout 
the world seeking a better life for their families — this is the spirit we champion and are fighting to pre-
serve, and this is what the Columbus statues stand for . 

For more information on this please visit   https://copomiao.org/ 

ROME, Italy—History was made today when 
Parliamentarians overwhelmingly approved a 
motion in defense of Christopher Columbus. 
The motion was presented by Hon. Fucsia Fitz-
gerald Nissoli and Hon. Federico Mollicone, 
who are distinguished members of the Italian 
Parliament’s Chamber of Deputies. 
 

Discussions on the motion began in October 
2020, and its’ passage represents a landmark 
victory for Italians and Italian Americans alike.  
 

The motion’s stated purpose is outlined below:  
 

“The Italian Chamber of Deputies commits 
the Government 
 

1) to take action, on the political and diplo-
matic level, so that the Italian cultural herit-
age in the USA and the symbolic figure of 
that heritage embodied by Christopher Co-
lumbus may be safeguarded; 
 

2) to use all the communication tools availa-
ble to the Government, to grant the en-
hancement, both at the level of bilateral Italy
-U.S. relations and at the multilateral level, 
of the real historical role of Christopher Co-
lumbus, an explorer moved by the noble 
sentiments of discovery, at the basis of the 
evolution of society and of the whole of hu-
manity.” 

June 16, 2021 Press Release 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PwRy0-kAp36aoCsqrL5BrXRkX-N30LimZo8QfVVHcclLvKXtw1tVwQEZUPx7GjWLyIaDXTs4eMNW5bYaR0w3kyqbYOL_7JWc3AkkYP-ZGdUe9DvpIeyTPdAsvMh06pZzTtrhhcP0D_pWVg2UT4YhcHEgNz5G6nqnUkQitEda12WgT169OE6nFind2kIlZL4Wlh5HkrxExpkEeOKr_WjhBQ==&c=Vu8mA8_K


????????????Question Corner????????????? 
 
I have received great feedback from the sharing of favorite books. Members appreciated being introduced to new 
books and enjoyed the sharing opportunity so I encourage you to keep those book titles coming and I’ll post 
them. Would you like to share the titles of some of your favorite books with others? Continue to send me their 
titles and I’ll share them in the next newsletter!  Thanks; Lindakoelling68@gmail.com 
 
We Asked you: 
We asked you about activities you’d like IAWG to offer and you responded. Sixty-nine members said they’d like 
to see: live performances, tours, casino trips, baseball games and specialized classes. See the enclosed flyer for 
the first activity which will be in Golden Gate Park in September.   

 
Did you know this? Italians are famous in the wor ld not only for  their  cuisine and culture, but also for  
their hand gestures. They usually gesticulate to pepper their conversations and very often a gesture can modify 
their sentences. 
 

  
 

   
   
          

For Your Information 

 Save the Date! 

  Bingo!    Bingo!      Bingo! Bingo! Bingo! Bingo! 

What:  Bingo/Brunch Fund raiser              When: Sunday October 17  

Finally! Our Bingo /Brunch in October is around the corner and planning has be-

gun. Since we were unable to host the Guild’s annual fundraiser event last year, let’s 

go all out for 2021. This event is the Guild’s opportunity to raise funds for its philan-

thropic work. Just a reminder that this event is open to non-members so start talking to 

friends about it. 

Committee Chair Arlene Bin-Dinito is looking for members to assist in getting gift cer-
tificates and coming up with ideas for basket donations. All donations need to be 
turned into Arlene by the September 13 meeting or can be dropped off to her at her 
home. Contact Arlene if you have questions and/or you’d like to help with the event. 
Her email:  amdinitto@aol.com or call her at 650-291-4756 

 

 

mailto:Lindakoelling68@gmail.com
mailto:amdinitto@aol.com


 
  

  

Marissa Colombo -  Marissa is currently attending Dominican University of Califor-

nia.  Also, she was a scholarship recipient in 2020.  Her sponsor is Maria Colombo. 

  

I will be attending Dominican University of California this fall as a sophomore nursing 
major. I’m so incredibly excited to attend my in-person nursing classes and start my clini-
cals in the spring. I hope to one day become either a NICU or a psychiatric nurse. 

 
  

  

Victor Dollosso  -  Victor is a graduate from St. Ignatius College Preparatory.  His 

sponsor is Marlene Spano. 

  

I will be attending Purdue University in the fall. I will be working towards a mathematics 
- statistics degree with interest of transferring into the engineering program.  

  

 
  

  

Nathan Johnson  -  Nathan  is a graduate from Abraham Lincoln High School, San 

Jose.  His sponsor is Lubiana Cernobori. 

  

I appreciate being awarded with the IAWG scholarship. The money received will go to-
wards my schooling at San Jose State University where I will be majoring in Computer 
Science.  

  

 
  

  

Sofia Tognotti – Sofia is a graduate from Santa Barbara Senior High School.  Her 

sponsor is Phyllis Tognotti. 

  

I graduated early from Santa Barbara High School and will be attending Tulane Univer-
sity in the fall. I will be pursuing my love for science and helping others by double major-
ing in molecular and cellular biology and public health with a minor in exercise science. 

  

 
  

  

Emily Van Noord  -  Emily is a graduate from Sonora High School.  Her sponsor is 

Stephanie Corti. 

  

I am currently attending Sonoma State University and I am working towards my Bache-
lor’s degree in History. 

  

  

 
  

  

Sydney Volkman  -  Sydney is a graduate from Notre Dame Academy.  Her sponsor 

is Jean Volkman. 

  

I will be attending the University of Oregon this fall and plan to major in business with a concen-
tration in marketing. I am also an avid volunteer with many different philanthropies and I will 
continue to volunteer and serve my new community of Eugune, Oregon. In addition, I have always 
had a passion for nature conservation and I plan to join environmental clubs at UO.  I am very 
excited for the new opportunities I will experience in college and I’m so very grateful for the sup-

port of the Italian American Women’s Guild. 

  



How well do you know your Italian 

Trivia!! 

August Trivia 

“ Who was the US open golf champion in 1964?  

 

  

Answer will be given at the next gen-

eral meeting! 

Trivia submitted by Doreen Mazzei:   Source HER-

ITAGE Italian-American Style by Leon J Radomile  

MINUTES OF IAWG GENERAL LUNCHEON MEETING JULY 12, 2021 

 President Linda Koelling called the meeting to order at 2:10p.m.  Linda led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Board Member Gail Mozzini spoke about the upcoming scholarship dinner on August 9th.  The meeting will begin at 

5:30 with reserved seating for scholarship recipients and guests only.  The dinner is for IAWG members only. 

 Arlene DiNitto informed members about the October bingo buffet brunch.  This brunch is open to members and guests.  

Arlene reminded members to please sign up to bring gift baskets, gift cards and gift certificates.  Please bring your 

baskets, cards and certificates to her by the beginning of September. 

 Jean Allard spoke to members about the September 25th +1 anniversary dinner on September 13th for members on-

ly. 

 Linda announced, on behalf of the events committee, a trip to the Piano Botanical Gardens in Golden Gate Park, Fri-

day, September 17th, 11:00 a.m. The cost is $30.00 and reservations must be received by September 8th.  Members 

should carpool if possible. 

 President Linda informed members that there are 40 different regions in Italy and asked for a show of hands of who is 

from each region.  Sicily won hands down. 

 Barbeque rib and chicken lunch was served. 

 After lunch line dancing was taught by Caroline Kennedy from the American Line Dancing School. 

 July birthdays missed at the June luncheon were celebrated. 

 Linda thanked Board member Barbara Valle for her planning and set-up for the July barbeque. Table centerpieces 

were won by one member from each table.  Barbara then raffled off the remaining table centerpieces. 

Meeting was adjourned at 3:45p.m. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Secretary Andrea Bin 

Bocce  

Bocce Ball practice will continue at the bocce courts in Foster City, every 

Wednesday in June, at 9:30 AM. Please call, text, or email Lana, if you are 

planning to attend. 

 
          Lana Vorrises  Cell  650 703-7473 lanaladuca@comcast.net  



SUNSHINE  

If there is an IAWG member who is ill or having 

major surgery please call or email me so I can 

send a Get Well Card to them.  Also, if a family 

member or relative has passed away, please let 

me know and I will send a Sympathy Card.  

Jeri Lucia-Johnson/Sunshine Chair 

jerilucianotes@msn.com 

or 650-574-3254 

IAWG FACEBOOK PAGE 
  

Our IAWG Facebook page is gaining new members each 

month. Join in the conversation about anything Italian and 

club events.                Search for the: 

Italian-American Women’s Guild (exactly as writ-

ten) Posts are limited to club members, however your friends 

will see them.  If they want to get in on the action, have them 

join the club! 

Any issues finding our Facebook page, please email me:    

watson1441@gmail.com 
                                    Ciao, 

               Linda Watson 

 

mailto:jerilucianotes@msn.com


PLEASE SUPPORT OUR  ADVERTISERS!! 

www.violetcguerra.com 

For more information, 

pictures of events and 

useful links, please 

check out our website!        

https://iawgsm.org 

           Remember to Recycle 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, 

pictures of events and 

useful links, please 

check out our website! 

     https://iawgsm.org 



Mission Statement 

The purpose of the Italian American Women’s Guild is 

to bring together Bay Area women of all ages with 

common heritage to perpetuate Italian cultural tradi-

tions in a spirit of friendship and support.  The Guild 

intends to promote the social and educational enrich-

ment of its members and strives to work for the good 

of the community at large with its philanthropic efforts. 

 

ITALIAN AMERICAN WOMEN’S GUILD 

P.O. BOX 6411 

SAN MATEO, CA 94403 

https://iawgsm.org 


