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Executive 
Summary 

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization was formed following 
World War II to provide a mutual defense organization to protect 
Western Europe from further Soviet expansion.  It has grown in 
numbers of nations and in influence as time has passed.  Today, 
NATO often provides the nucleus of forces to support 
international operations.  However, the expansion has caused 
some issues with neighboring non-NATO nations, particularly 
Russia.   
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