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Figures, Graphics and Tables below showing the 
‘recommended dosage range’ (Novartis 1977) 

In 2015 we approached Novartis with a question. 

If - as is being practised - it is safe to use Syntocinon in an unlicensed manner, 
why has the licence not been updated to reflect this?   

After a few infrequent exchanges we asked Novartis for a statement. 

Novartis replied 16 January 2018  and gave us permission to quote: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
During this period, Novartis negotiated with Mylan to take over the brand 
‘Syntocinon’ in 2019.   
 
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/9736/smpc  
Patient Information Leaflet by Mylan (April 2022) 
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/files/pil.9735.pdf 
 
6.1 List of excipients:  Sodium acetate tri-hydrate, acetic acid, chlorobutanol, 
ethanol and water for injections. 
 
 
We are to assume that in the licensed dilutions, the negative effects of 
chlorobutanol (aka chlorbutol) and ethanol are sufficiently mitigated. 

All other manufacturers of synthetic oxytocin for intravenous infusion contain 
no chlorobutanol and no ethanol.  The instructions for use in induction of 
labour are the same in all the SmPC leaflets. 
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‘Novartis only recommend use of the licensed dosage and method of 
administration, as detailed in the Syntocinon Summary of Product 

Characteristics (SmPC). We cannot advocate and do not recommend 
use of any product in an unlicensed manner.' 

 

https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/files/pil.9735.pdf
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/files/pil.9735.pdf
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