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Cable by the Numbers

An electrical cable is classified by two numbers separated by a
hyphen, such as 14-2. The first number denotes the conductor’s
gauge; the second denotes the number of conductors inside the
cable. For instance, 14-2 has two 14-gauge conductors: a hot and a
neutral. This cable also contains a bare copper wire as the ground.
Individual conductors are also color-coded, which tells you their
purpose in the circuit.



