FirstGhoice

Electrical and Security Services, LLC

776 Jernee Mill Road Suite 128, Sayreville, NJ 08872
1-888-308-3879

Main Ground
Electrade

Using a ground rod electrode when a better system is available

For a long time, metal underground water piping was considered the best
grounding electrode available, but virtually all underground water piping
today is plastic. And it turns out that rebar in concrete footings or the
foundation for a house is actually a more effective grounding system than
the ground rods we’ve been using for decades. So if there’s rebar in the new
footings, that rebar needs to be used as the primary grounding electrode.
This new provision in the NEC requires a lot of coordination between the
trades and project managers. Electricians usually show up long after the
concrete guys have moved on, but good communication is much easier work
than busting up concrete.



