Lead Pollution from Small Aircraft Operation

" Lead Pollution from Small Aircraft — Executive Summary

Leaded aviation gasoline (avgas) remains the largest source of airborne lead emissions in the
United States, disproportionately affecting children living near small airports. Recent evidence
confirms elevated blood lead levels and health risks, prompting stronger regulatory and
community action.

Intro Paragraph

Small piston-engine aircraft are the largest remaining source of airborne lead pollution in the
United States, primarily from the use of leaded aviation gasoline (avgas). Lead exposure is
particularly harmful to children, causing developmental delays, lower IQ, and increased risk of
behavioral disorders. Recent U.S. studies and official reports have strengthened the evidence that
communities near small airports face higher health risks, driving regulatory momentum toward
eliminating leaded avgas.
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