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John Yoder is retired from a career as a professor, dean and
chief academic officer at universities in Africa and several
American states. He has traveled widely as a consultant and
lecturer in the United States and abroad. Since retirement his
interests have shifted, among other things, to genealogical
research and writing. He has a bachelors degree from Eastern
Mennonite College (now University) and a masters and Ph.D. in
Psychology and Eduucation from the University of Virginia. He
and his wife now live in a retirement community in a suburb of
Baltimore, MD. They have two sons and a daughter and four
grandchildren.
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Steven.Nolt?Director.of.Young.Center for.
Anabaptist.and.Pietist.Studies?Elizabethtown.
(PA).College?Author.of A.History.of the Amish

“In this remarkable memoir, psychologist and
educator John Yoder explores the unexpected joys
of an improbable life. Raised in an Amish home,
Yoder absorbed the separatist ideal of being “in the
world but not of the word.” That dynamic, it turned
out, had far more relevance than he realized when
he left home, at age 20, to take a teaching job in a
northern Ontario school for Indigenous children, the
first of many choices, challenges, and risks that
marked the years to follow. Whether attending
graduate school, working as a professor in
Botswana, or serving as a university administrator in
California and Kansas, Yoder found that he was
often the outsider within, someone who occupied a
position on the margins, offering a perspective that
raised new questions, afforded special insight, and
facilitated personal growth. Between: An Amish
Boy’s Odyssey tells Yoder’s life journey, as he found,
in each experience, both new horizons and fresh
ways of seeing where he had once been.”

Therese.DesCamp.(MDiv2PhD)2minister.
and.author.of.Hands.Like.Roots

“Running like a plumbline through John
Yoder’s engaging memoir, Between: The
Odyssey of an Amish Boy, is his life-long quest
to live consciously with differences and
questions. The reader is invited to accompany
Yoder as he questions and explores the
religious and cultural worlds—some given,
some chosen—in which he has lived. Rather
than rushing to shave off a part of himself in
order to belong, we watch Yoder allow himself
to be decentered, to notice that he no longer
fits. This book speaks, like a clear-sighted
friend, of the central task of adulthood:
understanding where we belong, and living
with the discomfort of loss. The wisdom and
example found in John Yoder’s book is a
gift.and a blessing to the reader.”
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