
Finding Home: A Memoir

Book Background: This book takes you almost everywhere. To Hippo Hole 
where large beasts snort and babies dive off their mothers’ backs and to the floor 
of a hostel during a military coup while bombs fall from the sky and machine 
guns rattle outside. You’ll eat injera in Ethiopia, ugali in Kenya, lahmacun in 
Turkey, peaches in Virginia, and Lebanon baloney in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
You’ll beat trees with broom sticks until green and black olives rain down on 
you. And you’ll be evicted from a country. As you read, you’ll feel strangeness 
wash over you, again and again. And with Jewel, you’ll share the aching for 
home that lives in all of us. Finding Home will help you understand not only its 
author, but also yourself and your longing for a place to belong.
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Biography: After a life spent in national and international teaching, church 
planting, administration, writing, and accompaniment, Jewel Showalter lives 
in the small country town of Rosedale, Ohio. She loves sharing life and telling 
stories with the Rosedale Bible College community, her home church, Forty 
One (formerly Mechanicsburg Christian Fellowship) and her energetic family of 
three married children and 14 grandchildren.

Endorsements: As president of Rosedale Bible College, I recognize our 
students’ hunger for security, rootedness, and belonging. Jewel Showalter’s 
Finding Home is the story they need. Unpretentious and sincere, the book 
reveals God’s work in a lifetime of cross-cultural endeavors, showing a new 
generation that home is not a place, but rootedness in God.
	 —Jeremy Miller, President, Rosedale Bible College

This book takes you almost everywhere. To Hippo Hole where large beasts 
snort and babies dive off their mothers’ backs and to the floor of a hostel during 
a military coup while bombs fall from the sky and machine guns rattle outside. 
You’ll eat injera in Ethiopia, ugali in Kenya, lahmacun in Turkey, peaches in 
Virginia, and Lebanon baloney in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. You’ll beat trees 
with broom sticks until green and black olives rain down on you. And you’ll 
be evicted from a country. As you read, you’ll feel strangeness wash over you, 
again and again. And with Jewel, you’ll share the aching for home that lives in
all of us. Finding Home will help you understand not only its author, but also 
yourself and your longing for a place to belong.
	 —Phyllis Swartz, author of Yoder School, teacher for 35 years, 	
	 educational consultant, blogger at Apple to Apple


