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Quiet Fire: The Spiritual Life
of Abraham Lincoln

Book Background: The name of the book is on purpose. “Fire” is the universal
spiritual symbol for light and truth. Lincoln was on fire for that. “Quiet” is

the counter-cultural grace to be open, knowable, and a source of charity and
peace. Even as a War President. Lincoln is spiritual because he is humble. The
book takes you to the nearly scriptural way he understood the Declaration of
Independence. It points to the deep and rare grounding he had-way out there

on the frontier-in Rational Enlightenment. The empirical world of Jefferson
was his world. But the yonder world of Romantic poets, like Bryon and Burns,
opened his heart to love and simple virtue. He had a sweet mother Nancy, and
his wise stepmother Sarah. The spiritual life of Lincoln is at home with mother
love and he applied that to the national tragedy. The book also reveals how
language, and God language, was the expression of his spiritual life. He was a
poet and he reveals Biblical guidance and Christian love with his words. He was
psychologically humble. The book opens the reader to how he shows the value
of that virtue for democracy.

QUIET FIRE

Biography: Duncan D. Newcomer is a writer, teacher, minister, psychotherapist. The Spiritual Lefe of Abrakam Lincoln
A graduate of Davidson College, Union Theological Seminary, with a Doctorate ‘ e

in Ministry from the Chicago Theological Seminary, a Veriditas Labyrinth
Facilitator, and a poet. He lives in Belfast, Maine

Endorsements: “Quiet Fire” is a major contribution to Lincoln scholarship, and
an intriguing, well-crafted, and thoughtful read.” Wayne Baker, Michigan
University Emeritus. “United America” Read The Spirit

“This is a really interesting study of Lincoln, from an angle that is (as far as

I know) unique. It’s an interpretation of an aspect of Lincoln’s psychology,
which you call ‘spirituality.” ... you are not only examining AL’s spirituality,
but reflecting on the nature of spirituality itself, and its possible roles in shaping
character, values, behavior, world view....” Dr. Richard Slotkin, Wesleyan
University, Emeritus. “A Great Disorder” Belknap Harvard
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