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Book Background: The name of the book is on purpose. “Fire” is the universal 
spiritual symbol for light and truth. Lincoln was on fire for that. “Quiet” is 
the counter-cultural grace to be open, knowable, and a source of charity and 
peace. Even as a War President. Lincoln is spiritual because he is humble. The 
book takes you to the nearly scriptural way he understood the Declaration of 
Independence. It points to the deep and rare grounding he had-way out there 
on the frontier-in Rational Enlightenment. The empirical world of Jefferson 
was his world. But the yonder world of Romantic poets, like Bryon and Burns, 
opened his heart to love and simple virtue. He had a sweet mother Nancy, and 
his wise stepmother Sarah. The spiritual life of Lincoln is at home with mother 
love and he applied that to the national tragedy. The book also reveals how 
language, and God language, was the expression of his spiritual life. He was a 
poet and he reveals Biblical guidance and Christian love with his words. He was 
psychologically humble. The book opens the reader to how he shows the value 
of that virtue for democracy.
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Endorsements: “Quiet Fire” is a major contribution to Lincoln scholarship, and 
an intriguing, well-crafted, and thoughtful read.” Wayne Baker, Michigan
University Emeritus. “United America” Read The Spirit

“This is a really interesting study of Lincoln, from an angle that is (as far as 
I know) unique. It’s an interpretation of an aspect of Lincoln’s psychology, 
which you call ‘spirituality.’ … you are not only examining AL’s spirituality, 
but reflecting on the nature of spirituality itself, and its possible roles in shaping 
character, values, behavior, world view….” Dr. Richard Slotkin, Wesleyan 
University, Emeritus. “A Great Disorder” Belknap Harvard
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QUIET FIRE
The Spiritual Life of Abraham Lincoln

D U N C A N  D .  N E W C O M E R

The name of the book is on purpose. “Fire” is the universal spiritual symbol for 
light and truth. Lincoln was on �re for that. “Quiet” is the counter-cultural grace 

to be open, knowable, and a source of charity and peace. Even as a War President.
Lincoln is spiritual because he is humble.
�e book takes you to the nearly scriptural way he understood the Declaration 

of Independence. It points to the deep and rare grounding he had—way out there 
on the frontier—in Rational Enlightenment. �e empirical world of Je�erson was 
his world. But the yonder world of Romantic poets, like Bryon and Burns, opened 
his heart to love and simple virtue. He had a sweet mother Nancy, and his wise 
stepmother Sarah. �e spiritual life of Lincoln is at home with mother love and he 
applied that to the national tragedy. �e book also reveals how language, and God 
language, was the expression of his spiritual life. He was a poet and he reveals Bibli-
cal guidance and Christian love with his words.

He was psychologically humble. �e book opens the reader to how he shows 
the value of that virtue for democracy.

“Quiet Fire is a major contribution to Lincoln scholarship, and an intriguing, well 
cra�ed, and thoughtful read.  Newcomer is a master jeweler, holding Lincoln as a mul-
ti-faceted diamond and turning his subject to show us the many facets of Lincoln’s 
spirituality.  As a scholar-poet-psychotherapist-minister, he is uniquely quali�ed to re-
veal Lincoln’s spirituality in a way that is perceptive, sensitive, honest, and far ranging. 
Lincoln is complicated, especially his spirituality, and a linear treatment wouldn’t do 
justice.  So, it takes a multi-faceted author to properly address a multi-faceted subject.” 

- Dr. Wayne Baker

A s a Christian boy the last vivid scene of Lincoln’s funeral train in the movie 
“Raintree County” moved me forever to the frame of reference: self-sacri�cial 

love. Reading ahead of myself, Arnold Toynbee forecast that such a spiritual image 
would be the future history of the world. I just knew that as a young teacher of prep 
school youth in the 1970’s the vitality of philosophy and religion would be vividly 
seen on the American stage in the apparently secular life of Abraham Lincoln. It was 
no mistake that Martin Luther King, Jr., spoke his dream at the Lincoln Memorial. 
When my mid-life psyche began to crumble and I became a family psychotherapist 
Lincoln’s two mothers and one father, as well as the social systems of the frontier, 
showed me how he grew up and how I could too. Mid-century America was crum-
bling also and the prophetic voice of the Abrahamic preacher became my next career 
choice. Finally the well spring of his spirit �owing in his poetic imagination, his 
language, took me and my busy life to poetry and silence as the continuing nurtur-
ing places of Abraham Lincoln in my life. More than who Lincoln has been to me 
and my generation, as I see us, Lincoln is emerging once again at his starting place: 
democracy and how that can come once again in the will of the people and equality 
under the rule the law and mercy in the heart of us all.
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