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Message from the Chair

Since writing for the last newsletter, I have spent time in the UK 

where I was disappointed to see that the lakes in a park/wildlife 

reserve in my home town, which I have visited regularly since my 

childhood, were heavily infested with cyanobacteria (‘blue-green 

algae’) and feral carp. The exceptionally warm weather in Europe 

this year was probably a contributing factor. It was so pleasing to 

walk around Perry Lakes on my return to Perth and see our lakes 

looking much healthier. However, we know that they are also at-risk 

of similar changes occurring, particularly as the climate warms, and 

it is reassuring to know that our members are working with the 

Town of Cambridge to monitor the health of the lakes – prevention 

is better than cure!

Shortly after returning from Europe, I attended a Youth Engagement 

Workshop organised by Cameron McDiven from Friends of Bold 

Park. In this workshop we explored ways in which organised 

involvement of children and teenagers in the appreciation and 

protection of the natural environment might be achieved. One 

theme that came through strongly to me was the desire to establish 

an organisation like those that provide sporting activities and 

development programs for young people. Encouraging young people 

to become involved is so important for the future of FoPL and I was 

encouraged to see that several children joined us for the planting 

activities earlier this winter. They clearly had fun (seeing how high 

they could stack the seedling containers!) but they also had the 

opportunity to engage with other children and adults in an activity 

that was beneficial to the local community, as well as to their health. 

I look forward to seeing the outcomes of Cameron’s endeavours.

Martyn French
Chair

GET IN TOUCH

Follow or join all our 
sites and like, 
comment and share 
our posts. As always 
your questions and 
comments on any post 
are welcome. See 
page 10 of this 
newsletter to have 
your say on our future 
communications.

STRATEGIC PLAN

Our reserve is 
managed by the Town 
of Cambridge under 
the Town of 
Cambridge's Perry 
Lakes Management 
Plan 2021-31. To read 
this plan visit this link. 

Please support us via this link.

AGM

Our AGM minutes are 
now available on the 
website here. Please 
take time to review 
them and.

Membership renewal time
We’ve had a great response to our 26/27 membership renewal 
programme. If you haven’t had time to rejoin, we’d greatly 
appreciate your continuing support. Membership offers many 
benefits, including free attendance at member only events but there 
is so much more coming. To renew yours click here now.

26/27 
Memberships

Now open

Since writing for the last newsletter, I have spent time in the UK where I was 

disappointed to see that the lakes in a park/wildlife reserve in my home 

town, which I have visited regularly since my childhood, were heavily 

infested with cyanobacteria (‘blue-green algae’) and feral carp. The 

exceptionally warm weather in Europe this year was probably a contributing 

factor. It was so pleasing to walk around Perry Lakes on my return to Perth 

and see our lakes looking much healthier. However, we know that they are 

also at-risk of similar changes occurring, particularly as the climate warms, 

and it is reassuring to know that our members are working with the Town of 

Cambridge to monitor the health of the lakes – prevention is better than 

cure!

Shortly after returning from Europe, I attended a Youth Engagement 

Workshop organised by Cameron McDiven from Friends of Bold Park. In 

this workshop we explored ways in which organised involvement of children 

and teenagers in the appreciation and protection of the natural environment 

might be achieved. One theme that came through strongly to me was the 

desire to establish an organisation like those that provide sporting activities 

and development programs for young people. Encouraging young people to 

become involved is so important for the future of FoPL and I was 

encouraged to see that several children joined us for the planting activities 

earlier this winter. They clearly had fun (seeing how high they could stack 

the seedling containers!) but they also had the opportunity to engage with 

other children and adults in an activity that was beneficial to the local 

community, as well as to their health. I look forward to seeing the outcomes 

of Cameron’s endeavours.

https://www.youtube.com/@friendsofperrylakes8503/videos
https://www.instagram.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1053205218955040
https://friendsofperrylakes.org/plans-and-management
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeP7xHIb9X7bWJQDokbRtMJdXsxHS6f5ItkYQ93T93LyJTGWg/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeB9N4B_4854LISUvk4khfD1e0kDt5uhgGX6eFsqVizOlgvVg/viewform


Please support us via this link.

AGM

Our AGM minutes are 
now available on the 
website here. Please 
take time to review 
them and.

Message from the Chair (cont)

Finally, most of you will be aware that the highly pathogenic (disease-causing) strain of H5N1 

avian influenza virus has reached Australia and infected numerous species of native birds and a 

small number of native and feral mammal species. Infections with this virus have had a devastating 

effect on birds and mammals (including humans on rare occasions) around the world. While there 

are concerns about the effect that this virus might have on the poultry industry, the potential 

effect on native birds and mammals is of particular concern for us. Black swans are potentially 

very susceptible to H5N1 avian influenza because their immune systems differ, in several ways, 

from other swans and ducks. Little is known about the susceptibility of marsupials, but lethal 

infections have been reported in North American opossums. Our members play an important role 

in monitoring within the Reserve and we should therefore be on the look-out for unusual 

occurrences of sickness or death amongst birds and possibly mammals. Sick or dead animals must 

not be touched; the location, with a photo if possible, should be reported to the Emergency Animal 

Disease Hotline on 1800 675 888.

Martyn French - chair@friendsofperrylakes.org

Annual General Meeting
Date: Wednesday 28th October
Time: From 6pm
Location: Cambridge Bowling Club

Nominations now open — could this be you?

Our committee for 2026–27 will be elected at the AGM, and all positions become vacant. Most of the 
current committee expect to restand, but the Events and Education Co-ordinator roles are likely to be 
open.

If you've ever enjoyed one of FoPL's planting days, workshops or community events, this is your 
chance to help shape what comes next. Whether you're drawn to organising get-togethers and working 
bees, or to helping others learn about and connect with Perry Lakes, there's a role here for you. You'll 
be joining a small, friendly committee that shares the load, and it's a great way to get to know Perry 
Lakes and its community more deeply and make a real difference to the wetlands we all love.

Nominations should be sent to the Secretary or Chair by 30th September, along with a statement of 
support from another member.

Curious about what the role involves? Reach out to Martyn French - chair@friendsofperrylakes.org

Further details and reminders will follow closer to the date.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeP7xHIb9X7bWJQDokbRtMJdXsxHS6f5ItkYQ93T93LyJTGWg/viewform?usp=header
mailto:chair@friendsofperrylakes.org
mailto:secretary@friendsofperrylakes.org
mailto:chair@friendsofperrylakes.org
mailto:chair@friendsofperrylakes.org


Dr Don McFarlane

BECOME A CITIZEN SCIENTIST
As a volunteer with the Friends of Perry Lakes, making an 
impact in the community is one of the most rewarding 
experiences you can have. This year, we are going one step 
further, with our Citizen Science Initiative.

Joining the CSI offers members the chance to learn 
fundamental skills to enhance their understanding of our 
environment, hwo to collect survey data leading to 
improvements in our conservation and protection work.

More details will follow soon, but if you like the sound of becoming a Citizen Scientist, send an email 
to: promotions@friendsofperrylakes.org 

Monitoring water levels, pump 
operation, inflow volume, 
visually inspect nutrients 

Citizen Science

Advocate solutions to water 
issues to ToC.

Run educational events

Message from the Science Officer

The Citizen Scientists have collected enough data to estimate the 

amount of water and phosphorus (responsible for algal blooms) 

entering and leaving the lakes between July 2025 and March 2026.  

The diagram below shows that water from the Herdsman Main Drain 

(HMD) contributes almost two-thirds of the water entering West 

Lake, about a quarter is from road runoff (stormwater) and the rest is 

rain falling directly onto the lake.  More than half of the losses are 

leakage into the underlying aquifer, over quarter is evaporation and 

the remainder is flow into East Lake via a connecting balance pipe. 

PLACEHOLDER FOR 
PHOTOS

East Lake’s water balance volumes are smaller, as shown by the smaller circles at the bottom of the 

diagram. Inflow from West Lake is the largest component followed by road runoff and direct 

rainfall.  Leakage losses into the underlying aquifer are less in this large shallow lake, while rainfall 

additions and evaporation losses are a higher percentage than in West Lake.  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION

mailto:promotions@friendsofperrylakes.org
https://friendsofperrylakes.org/


BECOME A CITIZEN SCIENTIST
Volunteering with Friends of Perry Lakes is one of the most 
rewarding ways to make an impact in our community and our 
Citizen Science Initiative is a great way to get even more 
involved.

Joining the CSI gives members the chance to learn fundamental 
skills, deepen their understanding of our environment, and 
collect survey data that directly informs our conservation and 
protection work.

Message from the Science Officer (cont)

PLACEHOLDER FOR 
PHOTOS

These are early estimates of nutrient flows and accumulations which will be improved with 

additional readings. FoPL has funding from the NRM Community Stewardship Grant scheme to 

greatly increase the amount of water testing in 2026 and 2027. 

The numbers will be used to estimate management needs such as removing Typha (bulrush) and 

Azolla (water fern) vegetation with an equivalent amount of P in their tissues. 

Citizen Scientists and consultants for the Town have measured the phosphorus (P) concentrations 

in the flows in the water balance to estimate the amounts in each flow (diagram below). 

Over the 243-day period more than 13kg of phosphorus was added to West Lake from the HMD 

and it is estimated over 10kg accumulated in the water and underlying sediments. Road runoff 

added over 3kg and more than 5kg was lost to seepage. 

The amount of P transferred to East Lake through the connecting pipe was less than that added 

from road runoff into that lake. The amount accumulating in the lake is estimated to be much 

smaller than in West Lake, which reflects its lower concentrations of P in its water and its lower 

eutrophication risk as assessed by macroinvertebrates.  

There are many ways you can be involved, from water quality, animal surveys and data analysis. So, If 
that sounds like something you’d like to be a part of, please register your interest on this link.

https://form.jotform.com/251272247521047


Perry Lakes Water Report
September 2026
By Rod Banyard

Historically the settlement and urbanisation of 
Perth involved draining extensive wetlands to 
provide land suitable for market gardening, 
industry and housing. Ironically, the clearing of 
vegetation and importing of water from the 
Hills dams exacerbated flooding problems, as 
groundwater recharge increased and wetland 
water levels rose.

THEY’RE NOT JUST FOR GARDENING

The quality and utility of our workshirts is well known to members 
who spend hours each month pulling weeds, but the shirts are not 
just seen in Perry Lakes. 

Nolan Penning

Regular Weed Warrior 
and star volunteer Juliana 
(below), was recently in 
Borneo and sent this pic. 
Juliana found the shirt to 
be perfect for trekking in 
the jungle. Maybe it’s the 
number of secure 
pockets, the quick drying 
fabric or just the stylish 
cut, but we think our 
work shirts get the job 
done, no matter where..

When dogs and wildlife do mix

Conservation detection dogs are now being used to locate and 

monitor native freshwater turtle nests along sections of the River 

Murray.

This initiative forms part of South Australia’s first-ever turtle 

management strategy, which aims to better understand why 

turtle populations are declining and identify actions to help 

protect them.

The two-year project is funded through to June 2027, when the 

state’s full turtle management strategy is set to be released.

This is a fascinating development and one which our Citizen 

Scientists will be keeping a keen eye on.

Members can read more about the project and its progress here.

Follow us on socials 
for further details.

At Perry Lakes, storm water drains were constructed into the lakes in the 1950s, with major 
re-contouring and vegetation clearing carried out for "beautification" of the area associated with 
the construction of the stadium for the 1962 British Empire and Commonwealth Games. To 
manage the flooding during the wet winters of the 1960s, a pumping station was constructed on 
the southern bank of East Lake to pump water to the Indian Ocean should the lake water level 
rise too high.

Declining rainfall in South-West Australia during and since the 1970s solved the problem of 
flooding in the Lakes. As low water levels became the problem to be solved instead, the 
drainage pump station was decommissioned.

The low water levels in East Lake were addressed by pumping groundwater into the lake, but 
this did not help West Lake. The Town of Cambridge then implemented the 2023 Perry Lakes 
Replenishment Scheme, diverting water from the Herdsman Main Drain into West Lake and, via 
a connecting pipe, into East Lake.

January 2025: Both lakes dried considerably with East Lake (seen here) drying completely

East Lake at a consistent high water mark this year

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-12-20/environmental-experts-fight-for-freshwater-turtle-conservation/106091598?utm_source=abc_news_app&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_app&utm_content=other
https://www.instagram.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1053205218955040


BIRD SURVEILLANCE TRAINING

Last month, our first training session was held on bird surveying 
techniques.  The fully subscribed event was presented by Viv 
Read and Dr Mark Henryon who did a great job, ably supported 
by our own Tony and Martyn. It didn’t take long for our Citizen 
Scientists to learn the basic techniques and record it in the 
birdlife app. Feedback from the cohort was positive and they 
are now looking forward to completing their own surveys.

Thank you for your email regarding the 
Herdsman Main Drain Diversion. We 
acknowledge and understand your 
concerns about the lack of flow into Perry 
Lakes. The Town is aware of this issue 
and, prior to Christmas, engaged a Pump 
Operations contractor to investigate and 
address the matter.
 
It appears that the issue may be related 
to the configuration of the pump's 
communication platform. While our 
contractor is unavailable this week due to 
the industry-wide close-down period over 
Christmas, they have committed to 
addressing the matter promptly to ensure 
it is resolved as soon as possible.
 

Surveying the number and type of birds in our lakes will provide valuable data to inform our future 
ecological and master planning reports. No date has been set for the next training session but you 
will be the first to find out when we announce via our website or social channels.
 

Brett Heil, 
Communications

Cathy Wallace, 
Treasurer

Andrew Burbidge, 
Wildlife

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR A TROVE OF 
INFORMATION

Our website is a valuable resource for information on 
events, membership, our vision, flora and fauna around 
the lakes as well as educational videos. 

www.friendsofperrylakes.org

CITIZEN SCIENCE IN ACTION

Our inaugural water quality team conducted 
their first field trial at the end of June, with the 
kit provided by Town of Cambridge. While the 
work might sound serious, there were lots of 
opportunities for jokes and giggles as they 
donned their waders and learned how to read 
the data from the new system. Mentor Dr Don 
McFarlane delivered the learning experience 
around the science and son, Chris, was 
impressed with the speed at which the group 
grasped the science behind their venture.

Member benefits include:

● Regular updates on news, events, and volunteer opportunities
● Access to all fieldwork, education sessions, and social activities
● Free entry to most catered events and discounts on merchandise and 

paid programs
● Voting rights at general meetings and the AGM (for members aged 16+)
● Eligibility to nominate for committee and subcommittee roles
● Exclusive discount on our high-quality work shirts
● The satisfaction of actively supporting the conservation of Perry Lakes

CLICK 
HERE TO 

JOIN

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR AMAZING 
PHOTOGRAPHERS

High-quality photos are key to keeping our 

community engaged, and we’re fortunate to have 

contributions from participants at our events as 

well as our two amazing “hero” photographers, 

Harrison Osgarby and Ian Stewart. Their stunning 

images regularly feature in our posts and 

newsletter, and many of you have asked how to see 

more — you can support their work by visiting their 

social media channels through the links provided.

We’d also love to showcase more talent from our 

community! If you’re a photographer and would 

like to share your shots from Friends of Perry Lakes 

events, please get in touch — your work could be 

featured in our next newsletter or social post.

Above: Black 
Cockatoos by 
Harrison 
Osgarby and 
Left: New 
Holland 
Honeyeater by 
Ian Stewart

2.76

Perry Lakes Water Report September 2026 (cont)

Despite operational problems with the pumping equipment, the 
replenishment scheme was able to raise the Lakes' water levels to 
within half a metre of the top of the banks, and flooding once again 
became a possibility. The Town of Cambridge and the Water 
Corporation responded by developing a pump management 
protocol to mitigate the flooding risk. If the lake water levels get to 
within 0.7 m of the top of the banks (a water level above 4.3 metres 
AHD) during winter, the pumps are to be shut down and not 
restarted until the level drops by 0.3 metres, to a metre below the 
top of bank. During the dry season these trigger levels are relaxed 
by 0.2 metres, allowing the lakes to sit closer to bank height before 
the pumps are stopped.

The pumps were shut down during June 2026 when the water levels rose to the winter trigger 
level. At the time the pumps had been operating continuously, and the levels of both Lakes were 
rising rapidly. This was the first time continuous pump operation had occurred since August 
2024, when the Friends of Perry Lakes commenced monitoring the flows. Over those two years 
the pumps had often run for just half of the time, as inflow to the pumps from the Herdsman 
Drain was restricted by trash clogging the inlet screens.

The pumps were switched on again in the middle of July when the levels dropped to 1 metre 
below the banks. However, monitoring showed the pump operating hours quickly reduced, until 
they were running just a quarter of the time and had only been able to raise the levels by a tenth 
of a metre. Whether this reduced running reflects easing winter inflows or a recurrence of the 
screen-clogging problem is something worth watching over the coming months.

Of course there are many other matters to consider in managing the Lakes' hydrology 
sustainably. The Friends of Perry Lakes continue to collect wildlife, water level, flow and quality 
information to help ensure the needs of the aquatic and riparian flora and fauna can be met.

Join Us for Our Monthly Events
On the third Sunday of each month, come out to the Reserve for a morning 
of hands-on care for the bush — weeding, planting, whatever the season 
calls for. Stay for ten minutes or the whole morning; every bit helps, and 
there's no minimum to belong.

Afterwards, everyone gathers for morning tea — a proper spread, good 
conversation, and a chance to catch up with familiar faces or meet new 
ones. It's free for members and participants alike. And if digging in the dirt 
isn't your thing that day, that's fine too — turn up for the tea and the 
company. No obligation to have lifted a single weed.

Start times and meeting points are posted ahead of each event here on our 
website. We'd love to see you there.

NEXT EVENT: Sunday 20 September from 8.30 at the Shed..

http://www.friendsofperrylakes.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeP7xHIb9X7bWJQDokbRtMJdXsxHS6f5ItkYQ93T93LyJTGWg/viewform
https://www.instagram.com/ian_r_stewart?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==
https://www.instagram.com/harrison_osgarby_wildlife?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==
https://friendsofperrylakes.org/get-involved


BIRD SURVEILLANCE TRAINING

Last month, our first training session was held on bird surveying 
techniques.  The fully subscribed event was presented by Viv 
Read and Dr Mark Henryon who did a great job, ably supported 
by our own Tony and Martyn. It didn’t take long for our Citizen 
Scientists to learn the basic techniques and record it in the 
birdlife app. Feedback from the cohort was positive and they 
are now looking forward to completing their own surveys.

Thank you for your email regarding the 
Herdsman Main Drain Diversion. We 
acknowledge and understand your 
concerns about the lack of flow into Perry 
Lakes. The Town is aware of this issue 
and, prior to Christmas, engaged a Pump 
Operations contractor to investigate and 
address the matter.
 
It appears that the issue may be related 
to the configuration of the pump's 
communication platform. While our 
contractor is unavailable this week due to 
the industry-wide close-down period over 
Christmas, they have committed to 
addressing the matter promptly to ensure 
it is resolved as soon as possible.
 

Message from the Communications Officer

Apologies for a slightly thinner newsletter this issue. We've spent the 
last two months heads-down on a better website and digital 
experience for you, funded through our NRM grant and we're excited 
to share where things stand.

The new platform is on track for release in Q4 2026.

It will bring content that's currently hidden or hard to find out into the 
open and go well beyond that. We'll be able to tell richer stories 
about our lakes, something our current GoDaddy site simply can't 
support.

For the first time, you'll be able to manage your membership details 
directly through the website, making life easier for both you and us, 
and helping us get accurate information to you faster. There are a 
few nice surprises in store too.

The build itself is nearly done. Next comes the equally important job 
of loading in our content and migrating everything across. Spare a 
thought for your FoPL minions burning the midnight oil over the 
coming weeks.

Like to know more - email comms@friendsofperrylakes.org

Surveying the number and type of birds in our lakes will provide valuable data to inform our future 
ecological and master planning reports. No date has been set for the next training session but you 
will be the first to find out when we announce via our website or social channels.
 

Nolan Penning, 
Secretary

Brett Heil, 
Communications

Cathy Wallace, 
Treasurer

Andrew Burbidge, 
Wildlife

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR A TROVE OF 
INFORMATION

Our website is a valuable resource for information on 
events, membership, our vision, flora and fauna around 
the lakes as well as educational videos. 

www.friendsofperrylakes.org

CITIZEN SCIENCE IN ACTION

Our inaugural water quality team conducted 
their first field trial at the end of June, with the 
kit provided by Town of Cambridge. While the 
work might sound serious, there were lots of 
opportunities for jokes and giggles as they 
donned their waders and learned how to read 
the data from the new system. Mentor Dr Don 
McFarlane delivered the learning experience 
around the science and son, Chris, was 
impressed with the speed at which the group 
grasped the science behind their venture.

Member benefits include:

● Regular updates on news, events, and volunteer opportunities
● Access to all fieldwork, education sessions, and social activities
● Free entry to most catered events and discounts on merchandise and 

paid programs
● Voting rights at general meetings and the AGM (for members aged 16+)
● Eligibility to nominate for committee and subcommittee roles
● Exclusive discount on our high-quality work shirts
● The satisfaction of actively supporting the conservation of Perry Lakes

CLICK 
HERE TO 

JOIN

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
FOR A TROVE OF 
INFORMATION

The FoPL website is a 

valuable resource for 

information on events, 

membership, our vision, 

flora and fauna around 

the lakes as well as 

educational videos. 

Visit: 
friendsofperrylakes.org

Follow Harrison Follow Ian

Above: Black 
Cockatoos by 
Harrison 
Osgarby and 
Left: New 
Holland 
Honeyeater by 
Ian Stewart

Citizen Scientist Coordinator 
Role
We are on the hunt for a newly created 
role as a result of our CS Grant. Titled 
the Citizen Scientist Coordinator this 
person will manage the Citizen 
Scientists 

Brett Heil
Communications

Member benefits include:

● Regular updates on news, events, and volunteer opportunities
● Access to all fieldwork, education sessions, and social activities
● Free entry to most catered events and discounts on merchandise and 

paid programs
● Voting rights at general meetings and the AGM (for members aged 16+)
● Eligibility to nominate for committee and subcommittee roles
● Exclusive discount on our high-quality work shirts
● The satisfaction of actively supporting the conservation of Perry Lakes

CLICK 
HERE TO 

JOIN

Perfect for any rugged 
outdoor activity, we have 
new stock of our  
high-quality and rather 
stylish work shirts, 
available in mens and 
womens sizes. Each shirt 
features a beautifully 
embroidered FoPL logo 
and plenty of zippered 
pockets.

Order via our website or 
the form on this link. 

LOOK THE PART AND
PROTECT YOURSELF

Member photo feature
This edition, we're celebrating the work of Clive Addison. Clive is one of our founding 
members and you'll spot him at most events — usually with a trowel in hand. What you  
might not know is that Clive spent years working as a professional photographer, and just 
recently two photos he captured at Perry lakes (shown below) were featured on ABC TV.

Have a photo of your own you'd like to see in the newsletter or on our new website? We'd 
love to feature it — send it through to comms@friendsofperrylakes.org.

mailto:comms@friendsofperrylakes.org
http://www.friendsofperrylakes.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeP7xHIb9X7bWJQDokbRtMJdXsxHS6f5ItkYQ93T93LyJTGWg/viewform
http://friendsofperrylakes.org
https://www.instagram.com/ian_r_stewart?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==
https://www.instagram.com/harrison_osgarby_wildlife?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeP7xHIb9X7bWJQDokbRtMJdXsxHS6f5ItkYQ93T93LyJTGWg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLms6BjMi2gauUdBOgfPP1EcE22tOex9XUo1fCkCx4E9gAzQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:comms@friendsofperrylakes.org

