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About the Survey

The 2025 We As One Education & Minnesota Council on Teaching Languages and Cultures (MCTLC) Survey was a

statewide initiative designed to capture a clear picture of the rapidly changing landscape of K—12 Chinese language
programs across Minnesota. Prompted by increasing reports of program cuts, declining enrollment, and reduced
instructional time in both public and independent schools, the survey sought to document the lived experiences of
Chinese language educators. Many of these educators are teachers of color, first-generation immigrants, and in
some cases individuals whose employment is directly tied to employer-sponsored H-1B visas.

Data were collected between February and April 2025 through educator networks, professional organizations, and
statewide newsletters. The resulting dataset provides critical insight to inform future advocacy efforts, strengthen
world language programs, and support the professional growth and long-term stability of Chinese—and potentially
other world language—teachers across Minnesota.

In total, 104 current and previous educators responded to the survey, revealing a widespread sense of urgency
across the field. 77% reported declining enrollment, and 40% reported reductions in program funding, with several
indicating that their programs had been eliminated entirely. Nearly two-thirds of respondents expressed concern
that their positions may disappear within the next five years, and 33% indicated they would leave the profession
altogether if displaced. While 52% reported that additional licensure would improve their job security, 77% received
no financial or institutional support to pursue it. Furthermore, 43% reported having no access to professional
development related to program sustainability or instructional growth. Together, these findings point to a fragile
and increasingly unstable ecosystem for Chinese language education—one that requires coordinated support, policy
attention, and sustained investment to ensure its survival and growth.

Survey Link: https://tinyurl.com/WAOSurvey (4/30/25 deadline has passed, no longer collecting data)
Public Briefing Zoom Webinar: We As One Webinar: Data, Insights and Future Directions

Survey Data Limitation

® The participant pool is restricted to current and former Chinese program educators, which may limit
representation from school administrators or policymakers.

e Some schools or regions with Chinese programs may be underrepresented due to survey distribution
methods relying on educator networks and teacher group platforms.

o The self-reporting nature of the responses could have potential bias
Demographic information is collected voluntarily, which could result in incorrect data.
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Key Preliminary Findings

A. Widespread Program Decline

Chinese language programs in Minnesota are facing significant reductions in enrollment and institutional
support:

77% of respondents report declining student enrollment in their programs.
40% report funding cuts.
9 educators shared that their entire Chinese program had already been eliminated.

3. Has your school’s Chinese language program faced any of the following in the past 5 years (fall,
2019 to spring, 2025)? (Select .. AF RPN B FHE DB U TER? (EIZFREEAVIETR)

104 responses

Declining student enrollment 80 (76.9%)

Reduction in teaching hours 17 (16.3%)

Cuts to program funding 42 (40.4%)

Elimination of the program
entirely

None of the above

B. Job Security and Educator Retention Concerns

Data collected by survey signals a potential educator retention crisis in the field of Chinese language
instruction in Minnesota.
® 67.2% of respondents are concerned about the possibility of their position being reduced or
eliminated within the next five years.
o 32.7% of educators stated that they are likely to leave the teaching profession altogether if their
current role is cut or significantly reduced.
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6. How worried are you about your Chinese teaching position getting cut or reduced in the next 5

years? fEXIRRSFABHNPXHAFRMUSWEIRBEMESD?

104 responses

@ Not worried at all
@ A little worried
@ Somewhat worried

@ Very worried
@ Extremely worried
‘ @ My program was already cut

7. If your Chinese teaching position gets cut or reduced in the next 5 years, what is the possibility
you would leave teaching and loo... FERA#KHI, EEABIHRKAHFKEMIHEAWART MR ZK?

104 responses

@ Very likely to leave the profession
@ Somewhat likely to leave the profession
@ Unsure

@ Somewnhat unlikely to leave the
profession

@ Very unlikely to leave the profession

@ | have already left teaching as a
profession

@ This question doesn’t apply to me

C. Need for Licensure Support
o 51.9% of respondents believe that obtaining a higher-tier license (e.g., Tier 4) or an additional

licensure area could increase their chances of staying in the profession, particularly if their current
Chinese teaching position is reduced or cut. This highlights the urgent need for access to alternative
licensure pathways and professional advancement opportunities for Chinese language teachers.

2025 We As One & MCTLC Survey of K-12 Chinese World Language Programs in Minnesota, Page 3




WE AS ONE EDUCATION
Website: weasoneeducation.org Address: 720 Decorah Lane, Mendota Heights, MN, 55120

Phone: (612)-704-7268 Email: info@weasoneeducation.org WE AS ONE

10. Do you believe that obtaining a higher-tier teaching license (e.g., upgrading from T1/T2 to
T3/T4) and/or earning an addition...3/T4) HI/SLIR1GERIMIUFHIZIABILE o] IAFE B B4R EE M B HUMER L ?

104 responses

® Yes

® No
| don’t know

® NA

@ BERFETAUERNERM, £EECHE
. FTMIRINIHGE.

@ Not likely

@ | am already licensed in SPED

D. Lack of Professional and Financial Support
Despite the growing needs, many teachers reported limited access to support. This gap between need and
support significantly undermines program sustainability and teacher development.
o 43.3% of respondents have not received any professional development or resources aimed at
helping them grow or sustain their Chinese language programs.
® 76.9% of respondents have never received financial support from their districts or government to
pursue higher-tier licensure or an additional license.
e Among those 21 educators who claimed that they did receive funding and support, only 13
reported that the assistance they received was effective.

8. In the past 2 years (spring, 2023 to now), have you received any professional development or

resources that aim to help you e... i3 {2{a] § 7E 55 B8 B 8t & BN/ 435 R S B RO B )| B3 R?

104 responses

® Yes

® No
N/A

@ | have quit my job

@ | have received English language and
science of reading related PD.

© EARHEENFHRIMEE, FAKE
YN NSNS 2l ap € Uil

@ Already left the profession by then
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13. In the past 2 years (spring, 2023 to now), have you already received any funding and/or

participated in any program such as Mentor-Men...ELSB Ky Heritage World Language Teacher Cohort?
104 responses

@ Yes

® No

@ Thinking about special education license
® Na

@ | was already licensed by 2023

14. (Continued with Q13) Did the funding and/or program help you successfully get the higher-tiered
or additional license that you w.. SISMUSHBUGIE? (BEHFEESPEZESMET, BEEE HM 5EE)

104 responses

® Yes

® No

@ This doesn’t apply to me since | receiv...
@ In the process

@ Never received or applied to funding.

® Na

@ | am in the Heritage World Language...
@ | am still working on my first licensure

12V

E. Risk of Losing Highly Qualified Educators of Color
The current trajectory threatens to displace a highly educated, experienced, and racially diverse group of
teachers:
® Asignificant number of Chinese language educators in Minnesota are Asian, hold Master's degrees
o 78% of respondents currently hold Tier 3 or Tier 4 licenses.
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Without timely and targeted interventions, Minnesota stands to lose a cohort of culturally and linguistically
skilled educators who bring both academic expertise and diversity to the teaching workforce.

19. What is your ethnicity? fRHIEE 2?2

104 responses

® Asian
@ White
@ Black or African American

@ Hispanic or Latino
gl @ American Indian or Alaska Native

@ Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific
@ Choose not to say
@ Chinese

s

2. Your Highest Education Degree &R &% H
104 responses

@ Associate Degree or Lower
@ Bachelor

@ Master

@ Ph.D or higher

f
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9. What is your highest Minnesota teaching license Tier Level?

BEAMBUMEIEN RS FREMTA?

104 responses

® Tier4
@ Tier3
/ ® Tier 1
,,%——_ @ Out of Field Permission

@ Short Call Substitute
@ not sure what tier my license is
@ Don't have licenses because private s...

12V

Prepared by:

Johanna Huang, Executive Director of We As One Education
Email: weasonecamp@gmail.com

Phone: (612) 704 -7268
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