Revelation 3 Study Questions
Revelation 3:1-6, The Church in Sardis
1. What is the historical background of the city of Sardis, and how might this influence the message to the church there?

2. What are the “seven Spirits of God” mentioned in verse 1, and how do they relate to the overall message of the book of Revelation? (Think about the symbolism of the seven Spirits in relation to the Holy Spirit (as seen in Isaiah 11:2) and the fullness of God's power and presence.)

3. What does it mean for a church (or individual) to “have a name that thou livest, and art dead”?

4. What is the meaning of the exhortation in verse 2 to “be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die”?

5. What is the significance of the command to “remember… hold fast, and repent” in verse 3?

6. What does it mean that “he that overcometh” will be clothed in white raiment and have their name confessed before God?

7. What does the “book of life” represent, and why is it significant that those who overcome will have their names preserved in it?

8. In what ways can modern churches (and individuals) be in danger of having a “name that they live,” but are spiritually dead?

9. What are some practical ways to “strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die” in our faith or church communities today?

10. What does it mean to “watch” in the modern world, and how can we apply this command in our daily lives?

11. How does the call to repentance in this passage relate to the Christian life today, especially for those who may be complacent or struggling in their faith?

12. What are some specific ways we can “overcome” as Christians in a culture that is increasingly hostile to biblical faith?

Discussion Questions:
1. Do you think it’s possible for a church to become spiritually complacent or dead even if it’s large and successful outwardly? Why or why not?

2. In what areas of your own life do you feel challenged to “watch” more closely and strengthen what remains?

3. What does “victory” look like for a Christian today? How can we persevere through challenges while staying faithful to God’s Word?

4. Do you think the modern church is doing a good job of helping people “remember” what they’ve received and heard? What could be improved?












Revelation 3:7-13, The Church in Philadelphia
1. What do we know about the historical city of Philadelphia and its church? How might that context help us understand this letter?

2. How does Jesus describe Himself in verse 7, and why might those specific titles (“holy,” “true,” “key of David”) be meaningful for this church?

3. What opposition or challenges did the church in Philadelphia face, based on verses 8–9?

4. What does the “key of David” represent (v.7), and what does it mean that Christ opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens?

5. What is meant by the “open door” in verse 8, and how might it apply to gospel opportunity or spiritual access?

6. What does verse 9 mean when it says Christ will make the false Jews “come and worship before thy feet”?

7. What is “the hour of temptation” in verse 10, and what does Christ’s promise to “keep thee from” it suggest doctrinally?

8. What is the significance of the imagery in verse 12 — becoming a “pillar,” receiving the name of God, His city, and Christ’s new name?

9. How can Christians today relate to the church in Philadelphia's situation of having “a little strength,” yet remaining faithful?

10 What “open doors” might God place before believers today, and how can we recognize and walk through them in faith?

11. How can we “keep the word of [Christ’s] patience” in a culture that values instant gratification and compromise?
12. What are some ways believers today might be tempted to “deny His name”?

13. What does it look like in your life to “hold fast” so that no one takes your crown (v.11)?

14. What does the idea of becoming a “pillar” in God’s temple suggest about the eternal reward for faithfulness? How does this encourage you today?

Discussion Questions:
1. How does the encouragement given to the church in Philadelphia contrast with the rebukes given to other churches in Revelation 2–3? What might this tell us about God’s heart toward faithfulness in adversity?

2. What does this letter teach about Christ’s authority, especially in spiritual matters like salvation and judgment?

3. Which part of this promise to the overcomer (v.12) do you find most encouraging or meaningful? Why?

4. How can churches today become more like Philadelphia—faithful, obedient, enduring—regardless of size or influence?










Revelation 3:14-22: Study Questions
1. What was Laodicea like as a city in the first century, and how does this background inform the imagery used in the letter?

2. Why is the letter addressed to “the church of the Laodiceans” instead of “in Laodicea,” like the other churches? What might this subtle difference imply?

3. How is Jesus described in verse 14, and what is the significance of each title: “the Amen,” “the faithful and true witness,” “the beginning of the creation of God”?
Meaning & Doctrine Questions
1. What does it mean to be “lukewarm”? Why does Christ prefer believers to be either “cold or hot”?

2. What is the danger in believing “I am rich… and have need of nothing” when the spiritual reality is poverty and blindness (v.17)?

3. What is the spiritual meaning behind the counsel to “buy” gold, white raiment, and eyesalve from Christ (v.18)?

4. How does verse 19 show that Christ’s rebuke and chastening come from love? What does this teach about divine correction?

5. What does it mean that Christ stands at the door and knocks (v.20)? Who is the invitation for — unbelievers or the church, or both?

6. What is the significance of the promise in verse 21 — to sit with Christ on His throne? How does this connect with the theme of overcoming?

Application Questions
1. In what ways can modern believers or churches become “lukewarm”? What are signs that spiritual complacency has crept in?
2. How can comfort, material success, or self-reliance lead to spiritual blindness today — just like in Laodicea?

3. What are some practical ways we can "buy" the gold, garments, and eyesalve Christ offers?

4. Have you experienced God’s loving discipline (v.19)? How did it lead to growth or repentance in your life?

5. What does it mean personally to “open the door” to Christ’s fellowship (v.20)? How is this invitation relevant to you right now?

6. How can the promise of reigning with Christ (v.21) encourage believers facing discouragement, compromise, or spiritual apathy?

Discussion Questions:
1. Do you think spiritual lukewarmness is more dangerous than open rebellion? Why or why not?
2. How can a church guard against becoming like Laodicea — rich and respected on the outside, but spiritually poor within?
3. What steps can you take today to renew spiritual passion and zeal (v.19)?
4. Which image or promise in this passage speaks to you most personally right now — and why?




