
l>EPAk i ,\\ENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

Dedr Confidential Requestor 

Pub! ,e Hui tl'I Strvu:e 

Cent•n fot Oi1eaw Conltol 
N1tional Institute fo, 
Occupat10,itl Stftly & Hulth: 
Robett A. . Tift Llboutorin 
4676 Columbia Parkway 
Cincinnati OH 45228·1998 
Oc o er 29 1993 

HETA 93-0702 

1 am r1 1 g to you regardrng he a 10nal Insti te for Occupati onal 
Saf y Ha th (NIOSH ) heal h haza d eva1uat1 on (HH) you requested 
re ardin concerns of healt p obl ems associated I ith orki ng at 
Sp ta lty R o ds Corpor t1on n Olyp ant. Pennsy vania. I have been in 
ontact with t e 0cc pat1onal Safe y and Health Adm1nistrat1on (OSHA}. 

W; lkes -8~. re Arcu Of.~cc. re urd1 inspections they have performed at 
you r place . and r wou ld e to snare some information with you. 

In Ju ly 99. OSHA conducted an inspect ion at Specialty Records 
(1nspec 10n er 109366237 which 1ncl ded an ergonomic eval at1on of 
many Job ass (job tasks were videotaped) . As a result of thei r 
nspection. OSHA 1ssued a lengthy citation egard1ng ergonomic hazards 
nd p ovided the company wi h a copy of the repor ''Ergonomic Eva1uatrnn 

of Ope ations a Specialty Records ." h1 ch contains detailed discussions 
of observ d er onooiic hazards and potential cc,itrol measures for those 
haz rds . [ July 19 3. OSHA co ducted a second 1 spect1on (insp c 1 
nurrber 10647 273) at Specia lty Recor~s during wh1c they found a 
reduc ion o reported cases of ergonomic illness and injury. At this 

: second spect 1 on. OSHA a 1 so noted 1 mp l ementat ion of many c n ro 1 
measures designed to decrease cumulative trauma disord rs amo g 
employees. No ergonomic citations were ssued at the 1993 OSHA 
inspecti on. I aver viewed the OSHA 200 Logs of Occupati onal InJuries 
and Il lnesses or the years 1987 - July . 1993. and there has been a 
marked reduct ion n reported upper extrem1ty clJTlu lat ive trauma disorders 
since the 1991 OSHA insp t ·on 

R g rd1ng c m1cal ure . rev o he OS 200 logs rev 1 n 
repor ed cases of chem c~l -r~l d 1llne s F. en$ ive industrin hyg P.nP 

. samp l g as been pertor by the company and by OSHA. and onl y race 
• mounts o a r contam·nan s have been ete t d. o ilny regularly 
: does persona1 sa pling for ozone, acetone. tot 1 organic hydrocar n as 
. hexane. tota 1 organic hydrocarbons as benzene. ota l volatile orga i c 
: compounds . forma ldehyd. acrole1n. N-vinyl-2 -pyr ol1don . ad benz . 
During their inspecti ons. in addition to some of he aoo e ag nts . OSHA 
sampl ed for viny1 chlor ide. lead. ca rbon mo ox1de. xylene. and methy 

• chloroform . OSHA also found that a ma ori o h manufac ur ng 
• processes take p 1 ace 1 n c 1 ean rcom environments rn wh i ch the vent ! lat ion 

1 s appropn ate and the 1 nterna 1 al r qua 1 ity 1 s constant 1 y mom to red 
e 1 ect.ram ca 11 y 

The co~any should contiriue to study ways to decrease the incidence of 
cumulative trauma disorders at Specialty Records , as outlined in the OS~A 
report . rlowever. becduse of the number of HHE requests NlOSH receives, 
and because of _ the thorooghnes s of the inv_~stiga~ i ons perforrn_ecl py OS~:~ 



Inspection Detail 
Inspection: 109366237 - Wea Manufacturing 
Inspection Information • Office: Wilkes Barre Area Office 

Site Address: 

Wea Manufacturing 

1400 E Lackawanna Avenue 

Olyphant, PA 1844 7 

Mailing Address: 

Report ID: 0317700 

Union Status: Nonunion 

P 0 . Box 1400, Olyphant, PA 18447 

Scope: Part,a 

Advanced Notice: Y 

Ownership: Private 

Related Activity 

Type 

Complaint 

Complaint 

Close Conference: 07/08/1991 

Emphasis: 

Case Closed: 11/15/1991 

Activity Nr 

72060478 

72060866 

Safety 

Yes 

SIC:3652 

NAICS: 0 

Health 

Yes 

Yes 



Violation Summary 

Violations/Penalties Serious Willful Repeat Other Unclass Total 

Initial Violations 4 2 6 

Current Violations 4 2 6 

Initial Penalty $2,500 $0 $0 $0 $0 $2,500 

Current Penalty $2,500 $0 $0 $0 $0 $2,500 

FTA Penalty $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Violation Items 

# Citation Citaton Standard Cited Issuance Abatement Current 

ID Type Date Due Date Penalty 

1. 01001 Serious 5A0001 07/11/1991 11/08/1991 $800 

2. 01002 Serious 19100147 C04 I 07/11/1991 08/10/1991 $900 

3. 01003 Serious 19100151 C 07/11/1991 08/10/1991 $500 

Serious 19101450 E01 07/11/1991 07/14/1991 $300 

Serious 19101450 F03 I 07/11/1991 08/10/1991 $0 

6. 02001 Other 19100020 G01 07/11/1991 08/10/1991 $0 

~ Other 19101017 001 07/11/1991 07/14/1991 $0 

OSHA V STANDARDS V ENFORCEMENT V TOPICS V HELP ANO RESOURCES V NEWS V 

Violation Detail 
Standard Cited: 19101450 E01 Occupational oxposur& ro nazar<louschom,cats m taoorotorlas 

Inspection Nr: 109366237 

Citation: 01004A 

Citation Type: Serious 

Abatement Date: 0711411991 X 

lnltlal Penalty: $300.00 

Current Penalty: $300 00 

Issuance Date: 07111/1991 

Nr Instances: 1 

Nr Exposed: 2 

Related Event Code (REC): C 

Gravity: 03 

OSII,\ V STANIW«IS V DfFOR(DEfT V TOPI($ V ltfl.P NID A£SOURCES V NEWS V 

Violation Detail 
Standard Cited: 19101017 001 V111ylch/orlda 

Inspection Nr: 109366237 

Citation: 02002 

Citation Type: Olher 

Abatement Date : 07114/1991 X 

Initial Penalty: 

Current Penalty: 

Issuance Date: 071111199 1 

Nr Instances: 1 

Nr Exposed: 20 

Related Event Code (REC): C 

Gravity: 

Initial FTA 

Penalty Penalty 

$800 $0 

$900 $0 

$500 $0 

$300 $0 

$0 $0 

$0 $0 

$0 $0 

Contest Latest 

Event 

Report ID: 0317700 

Contest Date: 

Final Order: 

Emphasis: 

Substance: 0670 

Substance: 2310 

Substance: 2260 

Report ID: 0317700 

Contest Date: 

Final Order: 

Emphasis: 

Substance: 2580 

Note 



Inspection Detail 
Inspection: 106474273 - Wea Manufacturing 
Inspection Information - Office: Wilkes Barre Area Office 

Site Address: 

Wea Manufacturing 

1400 E Lackawanna Avenue 
Olyphant, PA 18447 

Mailing Address: 

Report ID: 0317700 

Union Status: Nonunion 

P. 0 . Box 1400, Olyphant, PA 18447 

~~ 
Scope: Partial 

Advanced Notice: N 

Ownership: Private 

Related Activity 

Type 

Complaint 

Complaint 

Violation Summary 

Violations/Penalties 

Initial Violations 

Current Violations 

Initial Penalty 

Current Penalty 

FTA Penalty 

Violation Items 

Serious 

$1,500 

so 

so 

Safety/Health: Heal~ 

Close Conference: 07/16/1993 

Emphasis: L:Xhlthcmp 

Case Closed: 08/30/1993 

Activity Nr 

76996404 

76996636 

Safety 

Willful Repeat Other Unclass Total 

1 

$0 $0 $0 $0 $1 ,500 

$0 $0 $1,500 $0 $1,500 

$0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

SIC:3652 

NAICS: 0 

Health 

Yes 

Yes 

# Citation Citaton Standard Cited Issuance 

Date 

Abatement Current Initial FTA Contest Latest Event 
ID Type Due Date Penalty Penalty Penalty 

other 19101028 E01 Ill 07/27/1993 08/29/1993 S1,500 S1,500 $0 I - lnfom1al Settlerr 



OSHA V SfANDAADS V ENr()RC8tflfT .., TOPICS V Has> AND RfSOUIICES .., HEWS V 

Violation Detail 
Standard Cited 19101028 E01 Ill Benzene 

Inspection Nr: 1064 7 4273 

Citation: 01001 

Citation Type: other 

Abatement Date: 08/29/1993 X 

Initial Penalty: $1,500.00 

Current Penally: $1,500.00 

Penalty and Failure to Abate Event History 

Issuance Date: 07/27/1993 

Nr Instances: 1 

Nr Exposed: SO 

Related Event Code (REC): C 

Gravity: 02 

Type Latest Event Event Date Penalty Abatement Due Date Citation Type Failure to Abate Inspection 

Penally Informal Settlement 08/11/1993 $1 ,500 00 08/29/1993 Other 

Penalty Z: Issued 0712711993 $1,500 00 08/29/1993 Serious 

Report ID: 0317700 

Contest Date: 

Final Order: 

Emphasis: 

Wrongful death lawsuit due to exposure to Benzene in 1986.




